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March Ist,18@4— 


I have read your letter of the 17th.Pebruary. 
It is difficult to understand how you could have advised 
Guardian Lomas as you report you did, considering that under 
Seotion 1 of the Regulations of March, 1890, in force last 
year, the following provision occurs: 
“Provided always that Indians shall at all times have 
"liberty to fish for the gh au of providing food for the 


“<selves, but not for cale, barter or traffic, by any mean 
“ other than with drift nets, or spearing,” Re 


The facts stated by Mr.Lomas, that is, that he ‘ap: 


nets but did not know who owned them, or set then. dis 


action in this case, it would appear that you giould vay W 
coats connected with the proseoution, 
I AM Sirs 


Your obedient servant, 


dokn MoNab, Req, 


Inspeotor of Fisheries- 
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583 / 27th March THO4, 


to acknoledra the raceint of your latter of 9th 


itorhner respecting the salmon V8 Boe HY 


(iardian Lonas.in Cowichan Rivor.and to arain explain to 


you that tno fact stated by Mr, Lomas tha 


know “Ad owned tianlor sat, 


lichsst ovidenca that *inese ware bheine used 


tor an ler Purpose, An FAA of providine tood, Unless 


you nave some further reasons to justify your action, you 


should be held rasponsiblejnot on the eround you put. but 


. 

heeause you know so little of tie Samilations as toa write te 
"lt was not intended,in my opinion, that trey 

"™ tog Indiana ) should use commercial fishing nets for 

“catching fish in the rivers for tieir own use during the 

“close season” ( Lotter 17th February 1894 ) when section 

"lof tie Remulatians of 14th March 1890 reads ” Provided 

" always that, [Indians shal) at all times have liberty te 

“fish for tie purpose af providine food forthenselves, bit not 

"for sale,barter ar traftie by any maans otuer than with 

“drift, neta.or spearine,” 


L an fire 
Your obadiant servant, 


Denuty Minister of Marine and Fisheries, 
Mr donn Me, Nab 
Inspactor 
New Westninater, 
HG. 
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2Y¥/é, 


626 N 2 126,847 


British Columbia, 
Indian Superintendent's Officg, 
Victoria, 19th June, 1895, 


In further reference to my letter of the 
18th instant, and to previous correspondence 
rélative to prosecution of Indians for taking 
fish in their customary methods from the Cowichan 
River, I have the honour to enclose herewith for 
your information copy of a letter from Mr. Agent 
Lomas, of even date, giving what appears to be a 


true and faithful statement of the situation. 


tT have, &e., 
A. W. Vowell, 


Indian Sup't, B. C. 


The Deputy Superigtemdent General 


of Indian Wi. rs, 


Ottawa, 
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IN YOUR REPLY REFER To 


-1* 128,847 
ALSO TO THe DATE OF THIS LETTER 
ADDRESS REPIY To THE ' 
Deeury Supt Gewenal oF Inoiam ArFarRS | 


OTTAWA | Ottawa, June 27th, 1895% 


orn 


fT have the honour to transmit herewith copy 
of correspondence received from and through Mr, Indian 
Superintendent Vowell, from which it would appear 
that the enforcement of stringent regulations pre- 
vents Indians from catching salmon in the waters of 
the Cowichan River, that such deprivation of a con+ 
siderable section of the Indian population of one 
of their chief resources for obtaining their food 
supply is calculated to inflict much hardship on 
them, and to lead to more or less serious complica- 
tions. 

You will notice from the correspondence that 
the claim made by all Treaty Indians in every part 
of the Dominion is again in this instance clearly 
set out, and I may remind you that this Department 
has strongly expressed its opinion to be that in 
order to reconcile the Indians to such measures as 
are actually necessary for the preservation of the 
fish, but in the Indians’ opinion a violation of 
Treaty stipulations, it is only prudent as well ‘as 


just that the greatest caution should be observed 


to avoid harassing them with any regulations not 


-regarded as essential, or the exaction from them 


of license fees. 


The Deputy Minister of 
Marine and Fisheries, 


Ottawa. 
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In the present instance the Department hopes 


that your Department will see its way to restoring 
to the Indians the right to take fish by their 


accustomed method. 


Your obedient servant, 
Mylo Mend 
Deputy Superintendent General 


of Indian Affairs, 
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Cowichan Agency, 
Indian Office, 
Quamichan,B.0., 27th dune , 1895. 


Dear Sir,~ 

The Indian “ Weir " case was yesterday 
ruled out of court on a techtilitality,the Justices having granted 
an adjourment beyond their power. The Attorney (Mr.Perry 
Mills),who was retained by the Indians,pointed out - lst to 
the Justices,that in his opinion in non-tidal waters the Dom- 
inion Statutes did not apply - 2nd That the Indians had by 
treaty or agreement with the IndianiReserve Commission a right 
to take or (garry on our figheries ag formerly) - ard That 
Indian weirs as at present constructed do not prevent fish 
from ascending the rivers. 

A good deal of excitement is going on amongst 
the Indians of all neighboring villages on the subject,not on 
the weir question particularly,as that is only applicable to 
certain streams, but because they learn that a law has been 
passed by which they cannot le ally fish for their own food 
without permission of the Inspector of Pisheries,whike other 
people have no such regulation against them: it is ef no use 
telling them that pan regulationshas never been enforced, 
what they want is that the promises of the Comnissioners 
(I.Reserve) should be carried out and that they should have 
the right to fish for food es formetly,and in this I need not 
assure you that they have the sympathy and are supported by 
(I may say) the whole of the white population. 

T have, &c., fa 


A.W.Vowell Bsq., ( sed) W.H,Lomas, 


Indian Supt., ae it 
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| xooness never vovme 
Deputy SuPy Gemenat OF Indian AFrarRs | | 
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§ JULIS mm 
Referring to my letter to "you of of the 


27th ultimo,covering correspondence respecting he enforce= 
ment of the regulations preventing Indians catching salmon 

in the waters of the Cowichan River,I beg to enclose for your 
information a copy of @ commuication of the 27th ultimo 
from the Agent at Quamichan,reporting the failure of a pro« 
secution against the Indians for an infringement of the 
Fishery Regulations,and directing attention to the fact thet 
the enforcement of the regulations is causing a great deal 
of excitement among the Indians. 

IT shall be much obliged if you will advise 
me at your early convenience as to the decision come to by 
your Departiient on the question of restoring to the Indians 
the right to fish by their accustomed method. I trust the 
decision will be favourable to the. Indians. The abrogation of 
their former fishing privileges is causing intense dissatis« 
faction,and the excitement consequent upon the action of your 
Department in British Columbia is really of a serious nature. 
The older Indians regard it as an unwarranted interference 
with rights which they were accustomed to exercise all their 


lives,and they in consequence are areusing a spirit of unrest 


in the bands, 
Your obedient servant, 


the Deputy Minister of Vat Vad 
7 Marine & Pisheries, ee ‘ 
fray Deputy Supt.Gen'l of Indian Affairs, , 
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A.W. Yowell Esq. , 
Vidtoria, B.C. 
My dear Sir,- 

I have the honer 6f being instra- 
mental in bringing to your knowledge - by request of the Gow 
ichan Indians assembled to-day at the school-house, Quanichan, 
B.C. - the Indians’ opinion in regard to their fishing rights, 
and in regard to the Fishery Regulations, together with the 
various resolutions uflapimdusly adopted at their meeting. : 
They said in substance, - 

1. We always had the right to take any fish, by any means,at 
any time,in any of the waters of British Columbia,and we want 
to preserve that right in its entirety. 

We formerly did not protest against the Fishery 
Regulations — except last year - because their true pe was 
unknown to us. | me 
2. We claim that the fish is our property: we own it by natural 
right,and therefore we consider as unjust all Government Regu- 
lations depriving us totally or partly of that right. Our 
history proves that we do not destroy the f ish. On the other 
hand it is evident that the white population does destroy ‘it. 
The protective regulations then should embrace the white 
people only,not the Indians, We do take fish for our own haces. 4 


use, to have @ living, and we make use of ell the fish we oy 


He aT 


the white population on the contrary takes fish ‘ce for 
> hai. hev.B'p Lemmen &,%0 
pleasure’: : aphe, and usually fommeeye the small gish by thres* 
ing it away. 
Our weirs are built in eudh Ja way’ 


large sized fish is caught: 


wOROL ,abGey 


3. Now that we are aware of the object of what we claim to be 
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unjust regulations,we strongly protest,and we are decided to 
keep hold df our natural rights,wore we to suffer imprisonmdnty 
4. Last year we met to protest openly for the finstt tame, 

and through the appreciated assistance of Rgt.Rev.B'p Bermens 
and Hon. Theo. Davie,who presadeddat our necting, and also on 
account of the kind endoreement of our protest by Mr.Vowell 
and Mr.Lomas,the regulations have not been enforced to the 


has 
letter. Uahappily,this been but for a short time. Nowthat our 


rights are again disregarded,we protest stronger than ever, 
and we wish Mr.5.Perry Mills to defend our cause in court. 

5. The right we claim to the fish we also claim to the game, 
as both fish and game were the daily food of our fathers,and 
of us in former days. 

6. The Government taking possession of our lands, promised 

to protect us and to look after us. We have on that account 
always been law-abiding. They,however,mpre favored the white 
people, by! so far that now they are allowed " to take the food 
from our mouth." 

7. We,all the Indians,heartily thank Mr.Vowell,Mr.Lomas and 
our Priests,for the kind interest they have always faken in 
the Cowichan Indians,and for their present endeavors to re~- 
establish our original rights. 

8. We kindly request Pather VanGoethem to write down our 
opinion in regard to our fishing rights,and to the Regulations, 
as also the resolutions expressed and adopted at this meeting, 
and to forward a copy of the same to Rgt.Rev.B'p Lemmens, to 
Messrs. Vowell,Lomas and $.Perry Mills. ' 


I have the honer,ete., 
(sed) Geolbs VanGeothen. 


Quamichan,B.C., 23rd June, 1695. 
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7 
ADDRESS REPLY To THE 
| DEPUTY Supt Gewenay oF INDIAN AFFAIRS | 
OTTAWA 


Ottawa, July llth, 18965, 


I have the honour to invite your attention to 
Department's letters numbered 128,847 of 8th in-' 
stant and 27th ultimo respectively, together with 
their enclosures, all relating tbh the enforcement 
of Fishery Regulations against Indians catching 
salmon in the waters of the Cowichan River, in 
British Columbia. Since the latter of the two 
letters referred to was addressed to your Depart- 
ment another communication has been received from 
Mr. Indian Superintendent Vowell, Victoria, in which 
that officer describes the bitter and pathetic com-~ 
plaints recently made to him by some old Indians of 
another district, who, totally unf6tted for any la- 
bour by which they might earn something wherewith to 
procure a few necessaries, have been deprived of 


| their only means of obtaining them, namely, by the 
|} 
} 


| 
| 
} 
| 
j 


occasional sale to the settlers of a salmons 

It appears that Indians cannot lawfully catch 

a fish even for their own consumption, to say nothing 
of sale or barter, without the permission of the 
Inspector of Fisheries, and it is said that although 
the Inspector claims that these regulations are not 


enforced, Greek and Italian fishermen who compete in 


Hon. John Costigan, 
Minister of Marine & Fisheries, 
Ottawa. 
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in the market, and, it is alleged, are not required 
to even ask for licenses, threaten the Indians with 


the Regulations, It is easy to understand how such 


discrimination against them would gall and exasperate 


any particular class in the community, and how much 
more intensely it must be felt by the Indians, who 
claim that the free right to fish as before was ex- 
pressly preserved by compact with the Government, 
when they peacefully surrendered to it possession of 
their lands. 

In connection with the whole subject of the 
application of the provisions of the Fishery Regula- 
tions to Indians throughout the Dominion, I would 
refer you, for the views entertained by this De-~ 
partment, to my letters numbered 107,297 of 26th 
January and llth May last, to the late Minister of 
your Department, and bespeak fot them your most 
careful consideration, and at the earliest moment 
compatible with your convenience, for the matter is 
& very serious one, involving as it does the main, 
and in some cases the s0l@, source of living of 
numbers of the Indian population, and in case of 
their being deprived thereof the very large cost to 
the country of giving them equivalent support in 
& manner calculated to confirm their natural in- 
clination to throw themselves on the charity of the 
Government instead of making proper exertion to 
help themselves, as well as endangering the con- 
fidence in and friendly sentiment towards the Govern- 


ment 
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Government and settlers generally upon which the 


2 nr ames ommemi 


peace, and consequent growth of settlement---at any 
rate in the more distant parts of the country--- es, 
so largely depend. . 


I have the honour to be, 


Sir, 2 


Your obedient servant, 


Ramet 8 Oe | 
-- “$UpPerintendent Gegerad of 
Indian Affairs. 
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Office of the Minister of Justire, 
Ottawa. July 25rd, 1695 


My dear Mr. Costigan, 
With this I beg to send you a letter from 

Mr. S&S. Perry Mills,Barriater of Victoria--B.C. in which he 
refers to the Fisheries Act of 1894, Section 5 eubesection 4, 
relative to the prohibition of weirs. I also send you a letter 
which he enclosed from the Reverend F. Van Goetham. 

Mr.Mills in his letter of July 2nd, requested me to 
regard it as a personal and not an official communication. I 
have, however, obtained from him permission to remove the 
private injunction and I now send the correspondence to you 
for such action as you may see fit. 


Yours faithfully, 


ao bet C17 ar Ps fe 


The Honourable 
John Costigan 
Minister of Marine and Fisheries. 
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To the Honourable T.iayne Daly, 
Superintendent General of Indian aftaire, 


Sir,- 


The humble petition of the undersigned 
Tesidenta,Indian Ohiers and Indians of Cowighan Distrioct,. 
BeOs,Showeth that ~ 
1st. The Indians of Cowichan District,B.0.,have from 
time immemorial claim the right 


and- That as a matter of feot they have always enjoyea 
that right or Privilege until Tecent legislation of the 
Dominion Parlaiment , whereby the Indians have been Preju- 
dictally affected ‘in their fishing rights or Privileges 
aforeaid, 

Srd. That the Indians cannot live without the use of 
Tish, sinoe their very nature requires it,and sinoe they 
have no reliable and sufficient means from other sources 
to. provide themselves with the necessaries of life, 

4th. That the Indian population of Jowichan District 
does not destroy the fish, 

Sth, That 1f the Indians! 
are 


which will undoubtedly after a ‘time be callea UPoh to sus- 
tain them ana Provide for them in the same way as the 
Indians of the North West Territories, 

6th, That the Cowichan District Indians have always 
been very law-abiding ana kind to the white population, 


Your Petitioners therefore humbly Pray that the 
Honourable 


Department of Marine and Fisheries/ RG 23, vol. 164 


ini i des Pécheries File/Dossier 583, 
Ministére de la Marine et es cin mg 


Honourable T.Mayne Daly, Superintendent General of Indian 
Affairs,use all his authority and influence to the re- 
establishment of the Indians’ rights or privilege to catoh 
fish by any means,at any time of the year,in any waters 

of British Columbia,for the purpose of providing them- 


selves with the necessary food for their daily use,and for 


such further or other relief as the nature of the case 
may required. 
And your petitioners will ever pary. 


(sga) John 8.Clark 
. Roderick Reid 
Maloolm Reid 
Jacod Heck 
James 0.Heok 
And 280 others. 
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Pi tied Ottawa, 28th Jan.,1806, _ 


Sirye 

I have the honour to transmit herewith 
a copy of a Petition addressed to me by Indians aria other 
residents of the Oowichan distrioct,B.0.,praying that the 
indians of that district be relieved of the restrictions 
imposed upon them by the fishery regulations, 

The restriction of the rights of the 
Indians respecting the oatehing of fish is a matter which 
is oecasioning a good deal of agitation and trouble 
amongst all classes of people in British Columbia, 

I would therefore bespeak your favourable 
oonsideration of the payer of the petition,and I trust 
that when you have ha@¢he matter thoroughly looked into 
you will be able to see your way to complying therewith. 

Your obedient servant, 
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sir,- 
I peg to 2nform you that Mr, 
W.H.Lomas,indian Agent for the Cowichan Indians 
of British Columbia,reports that considerable 
distress often ocours amongst the Indians at 
Nanaimo owing to the fact that the present 
fishery regulations press hardly on those 
who formerly otained their living py the sale 
of salmon and other fish; but now,although 
they may catoh salmon for their own use, they 
cannot sell; hence they have no means of buying 
S thes fpr Rengesonolas olothes, sugar, tea, flour, &o. 


hrm AX tk, bh aad In this connection,I beg to refer 


age vag ey, & to a letter of the 28th January, 1806,ad~ 


Fuk Val velhacon| sed by the superintendent General to the 
Du. Pert se Minister of Marine & Fisheries on the subject 
rent «Ge Gy “ [, of & Petition addressed by the Indians and 
~~ nts lex ther residents of the Cowlwhan distxict pray 
ing that the Inaian% be relieved of the re- 
striction imposed upon them by the fishery 
regulations, 

May I request that you will be 
g00d enough to state what,if any,relief oah be 
afforded the Indians in the way of relaxing 
the regulations referred to, 


Your obedient servant, 
F.Gourdeau ESQe, 


Deputy Minister of 


Department of Marine and Fisheries/ RG 23, vol. 164 
Ministére de la Marine et des Pécheries File/Dossier 583, 
Part/partie 1 


PUBLIC ARCHIVES 
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES 
CANADA 


* 


BED 


nt Gietress Homelines secure anonr 


ae 


Department which 


a eOMN 


aay ae 
iChabe 
“ 


to. Orest most. 
Y woire, contrary 


om $00 murcly 
River, ‘hile shore ere hunired of a rp of the 
eultiveble land in the Cowlohen reperve ot sultivated’ 


or secupiod,end while o -onetdorablo “unber of these 


Indiare earn lerco waged ic the ealmon canner toa of 


the Prévinee,and in the hep fielda of Vashirrton 
Tor 
The Deputy 


Superintendent Conerel of Indien Affaira 


Department of Marine and Fisheries/ RG 23, vol. 164 
Ministére de la Marine et des Pécheries File/Dossier 583, 


Part/partie 1 


Terri tory, United Stetes,,they spond their sernings 
“ecklesaly. on United States berritory 9:4 return to 
Pritigh Columbia 4- + State of destitution, ther 
Pritish Columbia Indiana far less fortunately 
situated arc roquired to obey the Resulations on4 the 
Department fools bound on the information in ite 
possession to adhere to the onforsome:4 47 the 


ROmaln tione, 


Your obedient sor VON 


Voputy inister Jarine and Fishortes, 


RG 23, vol. 164 
File/Dossier 583, 
Part/partie 1 


Department of Marine and Fisheries/ 
Ministére de la Marine et des Pécheries 


ARCHIVES 
RCHIVES POBLIQUES 


CANADA 


Paw Wein Sdutegce addres am frdhern lech tee 


tad 


: oy Mp chimmen 4 Te vreriete Me Mevsuade 


PY + Waker TB urkin Catt Tome RiW., Cail: Brew le Me Meloy 


AG 


and ahewk Cent Near anglers forvie? te Defeat. 


M* Bint. Wail: Sak Sieh. adaic: lepth CY) The crecad. na OE 


Dp 


Mey ete pet op ben tee woakir te Ras ad Purr Oe 
Grobe Lagging Ane ae ES an, Pap acy Grit en 
Aun We muse Som flerd. The Mra at, Wie: bot 
We frets ome frente. Beecen. Dureane Ux tee 
ein occ lO Lpare <0. oo 
Teak ae CE ane IG cor wy fe 

Pity fart ert. son wae Set Lede Bt 


Department of Marine and Fisheries/ 


RG 23, vol. 164 
Ministére de la Marine et des Pécheries 


File/Dossier 583, 
Part/partie 1 


PUBLIC ARCHIVES 
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES 
CANADA 


—" 
ise 4 a age ot ae oi 
fee, a Lange forok coeur Puls Be Wers. Renmin 4 
thie Leys We Crm (eed fome. ee 
ie 4 ee hte Be any Drerren tata 
(ah Sling mer meh ad ete wetter Ap pol 
clack ene Safle be vd Wee Qrearnr, Het ngbr 


lt hence Le mts fue prng te olirfere 
Ye mip, Ee my pypntm Me, Methny Pant Tad fe 


Ds gic preventer tex Crm—rnnae eae te 

i ~ Slee- mcmgnn. Sadie cre ec 
wine VEST the wry dred Ue Dae, oS bane 
raatened fe Dee anny what te ectnfire. 
eae AE Linn Wa Def ke > ee 
ee ee on Be ote 
an ee 


Fle G4 


Department of Marine and Fisheries/ RG 23, vol. 164 
Ministére de la Marine et des P&écheries File/Dossier 583, 
Part/partie 1 


PUBLIC ARCHIVES 
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES 
CANADA 


a 
Gin Lae Rend) fre ertpwrtd apacd— Te 


Pernt Pap Quite Co Qin be noe 
actin te, Tee ciate, fprrewintant Saerem [re 
a ee ay ofp Ve Se reterse. aus J 
ee Se ee 
Be ee ih a. Pu Age be Nineveh 
Qars. Ye Late & Oe LerptGok y, 
et he, tO O RS OO ie 
We Viper mo dpe Tene Do 
AW voll) Cory ot La Hee ae 
Sl UNAM Saat: S.A, SR fr lime fe 
ee he 
area tates, ant cle (rwte® dun, 
se i. Cn sale ek CR 
welt Miia haa: conn wee nyt (ede Rl 


pe ee ee 


(fh reer ft bee WDes itt. =. 


Department of Marine and Fisheries/ RG 23, vol. 164 
Ministére de la Marine et des Pécheries File/Dossier 583, 
Part/partie 1 


Pe ae rg wR Awow AMAR EL 
_ Dred y wilh oO Uti 


mie Fane te fe a om Or Cun Napre - 


Errerrs ee 
prominent Iwona ale ant b= hay an dele - 
1 drome Hein thermore bo Aeqetet mat bo 
LRRD Wig? Neretape y= 7 800 aay ve fro. Hoa cartecendid 
pasion 8 €. Members Vorb - 
Bay tacteed et 
wee , tee = ttt 

fh he aie ves frerer Howe 


oe Nm Out raed Ue wo ers ~ O44 ta bde 


Ye dobmen ae Hae Hever ra a 


fe as on ain nag tats 


Department of Marine and Fisheries/ RG 23 


» Vol. 164 
Ministére de la Marine et des Pécheries 


File/Dossier 583, 
Part/partie 1 


PUBLIC ARCHIVES 
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES 
CANADA 


a Noe tarde ee Le 
©. Bouin, Yonlioneen ho Lew tore bt he use 
of WwW tran Wu ma bce Cada mtr rrr, aA Ma wheide thorns sey 
se hawt rnel Uo wenn id eden hack been 
few goed 4 Ue wi He Hrs, Hate abl egad 
fate ides fill atc aled iy Me Wid 
bn Pee 4 Aen ein Hess age Be Ue 
Wet Jnverts | We VE eww Y arenas 
pail tonne Wr wrt x ide Lg ae Uneverrnesry 4 
He R oer! Leda | OL fheneferem sack ceca Fr 4 - 
deine eutitet me Wa eters aller tL feetewh bait 
ee Bails Anbiomn. tinh, buirats be wnat hs 
vo the torte Yue fin af LHe Litre bs “Pore Si 
Nawaay effacing, CA capes , prwih. Hotirteced Cvecastiuitil 
a ory Pre be eateh Jem 
nny 04 a ee oe wn Oe With alt Orth iat er 
Mitsaa: whl acsan, arttwble, ave Galion | + Comal 
Dow 4 toe Laban — onndl of brett, Kar bnoeedy 
Could uel— Oo rrored Hug peer fe oom toca 
Aueudal, Ack ae eae pa “fn 11, gadis Anticon ‘ae 
Hee Lak o Hoe fina’ 


’ . + 


Department of Marine and Fisheries/ 


RG 23, vol. 164 
Ministére de la Marine et des Pécheries 


File/Dossier 583, 
Part/partie 1 


ad Pian Tee baad Cs He 2 
towel Hue menbbibrale of dalinere ail 
a A tedemcedivenrcess He la Aso Le a ay He 
Worn Huns Come | Ae Ganicaas doene A buted 


OA Marnmwwm an 


9 


Wiad Wet a4 abs - 
Clow wr He Hen wor. Wir we Hen Davelvienus 


Why. Cero Mrdieh Ow ° 
Hu Cadehan SD asakitaniids 
ih alro te call we altivkiwar bole fark, Lee 
Ae Loko) ws heqerrel bo Hie we of atom, ole 
eung bk pono ot Vuk | & Awtcel. eee 
thr Ue laa, oo ek a Es feature Ath» 
md Onc Anuoille- : 


\R4 Hew, Mave. Me 
Cane 


Ovo Hew “) OM 


nore He 
Wess. 4. 2 fit, Wren dap ly rt alow. 

the ae urate abre be 
Seman Hat Cle. ‘a hin. Pee uxdecd. snbcuee 


Jarifiees Ue (uted a Hein Od tithe folks 


Department of Marine and Fisheries/ 


RG 23, vol. 164 
Ministére de la Marine et des P&cheries 


File/Dossier 583, 
Part/partie 1 


PUBLIC ARCHIVES 


ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES 
CANADA 


" 

nee bas we inkinly Abide with oa eet 

ut tole of for. a mntLow 

“pa ) re Hew puree VR an bespeaal be 

Ua Movmunevk altrrrwer Hew a 109 

we drm ernst Cer Rob Liew he Q oan = 

. Aaanabon 4 MOA Liberal in Ty ie it suai rf Hee 
nae people . “role vo Hie albernalive . 

Ha Subdnae nk Ones} Coane 
te ques dakatarhion, te oll pronvorea 4 ee 
Commmnity 5 thay | ane willured te tote And : 

wr or Well h Hie Comberbiervs the 
Odie Hera a eo Hoe “oe 
Cube oH eS aay a antl 2 vanmeuneate 
nem 5 onal a 
How | Amgatertet Yl a ° | 
in He w o+- ee Annie 
a se a) dun aie all 
(Whar rani be Lotion owl oh bhe Hvens we 
ee ‘pati bel —“e one le 


chunt 


ak | 


Department of Marine and Fisheriea/ RG 23, vol. 164 
Ministére de la Marine et des Pécheries File/Dossier 583, 
| Part/partie 1 


‘ ri y 
: _ dokintarbion be ohh Concerned | . 


(Qh ey abil ta i 

tack one 5 eet Aibrilhted bo 4owr Cen. 
or Ape hog aN or Hee at a 
« Yee DW dricckvecasl pAheac iid Mee eos, I 
WiLL fine in yen 0 Choprorn of Heedn trey lie 
awd Yuviviledin. Hh Krew i Qumtes well Hat 
ve Pe pore mtcol- Huy Lath dian. Aas Low. de 
ibd and Lert te rin Gecae Hereuce 100 
Wont te bake Hein uvbenerts ak hearts She Me. 
bien hae Ao well dtonrel 
“h fon paper ee, mfr Ub oloee 
Auattin: Ornish” ernie. Me Cerwelitntones Sanidlt. 

wheat y auce Ue in boo 


bo ama fil 
’ Wortive| be Ge fai aah, 
Ct Mei ond + © hey hid will 
i wk deal Cataninihidhes a, bi aces 
Mannie inekanie oak’ Dreeliones , 
eS ee | ea he 


WO WoMy 


Vr, | 
ye 9 y i 


#4. musa side oa, oc 


Department of Marine and Fisheries/ 


RG 23, vol. 164 
Ministére de la Marine et des Pécheries 


File/Dossier 583, 
Part/partie 1 


PUBLI CHIVES 
ARCHIVES POBLIQUES 
‘CANADA 


Department of Marine and Fisheries/ RG 23, vol. 164 


Ministére de la Marine et des P@cheries File/Dossier 583, 
Part/partie 1 


PUBLIC ARCHIVES 
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES 
CANADA 


4th ‘%etober 1897, 


Dear Sir,- 


In vhe abaenee of Sir Lovin Daviesr,T 


acknowledge she receipt of your lotier of 
\luimo,with enelosure from Louis Gabowri,relevive io 
vhe gréevanees of the Cowichan Indians 


in heine 


ou ale 


forbidden to erect weirs for ihe purpose of obstrvetim 


Wie pansage fish as 40 facilitate thety capvure 


while aseending 


© less ern 
indian: 


excepLional 


ivileres and i: 
have been Pern Od LO Crea, 
barriera or fishi 
Act, ondangoring 
t 
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While there ere hundreds of acres of .ho best 
cultivable land in the Cowicher roservos not 
culvivaved or oeoupied,and wile a considerable 
number of these Indians earn largo wares in tho 


salmon canneries of ihe Provinee ont in the hop fiolds 


Vashingvon Territory, !/nived Stavos, hey spend 


vhoir earnings recklessly on Unite! Siaies Lorri Lory 


and rowurn vo Prigish Columbia in o RLALe of 
destivurion, Wher Brivish Columbia Indians "ar loss 
M2] * 

rorvunavely nitusied sre requirod to obey ihe 
Regulations and she Departmen. feels bound on whe 
information in ite possession io cdhere 


i » ial hile i as ie rn 
enforeenon. of the Romulatrdiona. 


Yours faivhfully. 
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Bat 


Noverber 1897 


Dear Sir,- 


In roply +o your lever of 
onolosing © momorial reoe!vol 
Indians. relavivo to an order of 


4aly 


prohibiping then from using weirs,! 


7f 


somo weeks ago (Ps, 8On) mo @ 
one you now forward 
ha. chese Indians 


» accoried 


Profossor Prine 


opinion hap 


‘7 


venesouver 


Department of Marine and Fisheries/ RG 23, vol. 164 
Ministére de la Marine et des Pécheries File/Dossier 583, 
Part/partie 1 


PUBLIC ARCHIVES 
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES 


CANADA 


* 
ew 


these @bsurvesions on this and ovher rivers should 


nos be sllowed,as whey are conyrery vo law @nd nunt 


prove injurious if convinned. 


Yours feiihfully, 
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Victoria, 
British Jolumbia, 
February 7th, 1898, 
The, Honourable 
The Minister of Marine and Fisheries, 
Ot tawa. 
Sir ,- 

The Camittee of the Vancouver Island Bish & Gene 
protection Society have the honour to bring to your notice 
their viewfwith regard to Indian weirs and netting on the 
Cowichan and other rivers in this Province. 


The late Act made these weirs illegal in any form. 
Two weirs however were erected by the Indians on the 


Cowichan river some two or three miles above the tid@way 


wks summer’? our Inspector prosecuted in the first of these 


two cases, but he failed in getting a conviction through a 
legal objection taken to the form of procedure which had no 

S/whatever on the bee of the case. The weirs were 
allowed to remain through the whole season, your Inspector 
declining to prosecute again though the matter was pressed 
upon him by members of our Society. 

We beg to submit that these weirs form the worst sort of 
obstruction to the run of both salmon and trout. They are 
formed by making a permement framework of stakes and poles 
entirely across the stream,and upon this framework are Placed 
hurdles made of small battens from one inch to one inch and a 
quarter apart. Stages are erected at each side of the river 
below the weirs from which the fish endeavouring to ascend 
are netted of speared. 
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Trout do nodoubt force their way past after a time, but 
the effect is that they are stopped for a more or less con- 
siderable period and congregated in the pools below the weirs 
where they can be speared or netted at hight or any other 
convenient time, rendering it impossible for the one sub in- 
spector in the whole district to keep a wata against their 
destruction. 

Members of our Society and others who are in the habit 
of fishing on this part of the river state that during the 
Autumn run of this last season the trout were congregated be~ 
low the weirs to mm a remarkable extent and that they observ— 
ed on several occasions stakes and other indications that net- 
ting was being carried.on. Zt is stated on the Indian side 
that these weirs: formerly existed without apparent injury to 
the run of trout, but as the Indians do not as a rule kill 
trout to any extent for their own food they had formerly lit- 
tle inducement to catch them. The conditions are now altered 
by the fact that they can sell all they catch, and as a mat— 
ter of fact they do, not only sell to settlers but send con- 
siderable numbers of trout for sale in the towns. 

Under the former Act these weirs were allowed under re- 
strictions as to their extention not more than a certain dis- 
tance across the stream and they were obliged to be kept open 
during a weekly close time. Being illegal under the late Act 
they are now subject to no restrictions and are maintained 
all through the season. 

We would also submit that the Indians can obtain abund- 
ance of salmon for their food by spearing in the streams with- 
out the use of weirs. 


We therefore think that the provisions of the existing 
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We therefore think that the provisions of the existing 
Act with regard to weirs should be enforced. If however your 
department considers that they should be in any form permit~ 
ted we submit that they should be only under conditions as to 
the length of extension across the stream, or that s fuffic- 
lent gap be left in the centre of the deepest channel, and 
that the battened hurdles shoulda be altogether removed during 
& weekly close time of at least two days clear. 

We think the provisions of the present Act against net~ 
ting in rivers should be maintained. We think the open sea~ 
Son for rod fishing for trout should commence on March lst and 
extend to Nov. lst, instead of as at present. 

There is a lange run of sea trout in Jamaery and February 
and we think rod fishing for them should be allowed in the 
tid@way all through the yeer as they are in excellent con- 
dition on entering the rivers. 

There is also a run of steelheads during the winter mon- 
ths, when they are in good condition, which they lose after 
the month of March, and we think rod fishers might be allowed 
to catch them from December lst to April lst. 

Our Society considers it of importance to encourage rod 
fishers to take an interest in the preservation of fish, as 
they become our best guards against illegal fishing. 

We also think that it woulda be very advisable to appoint 
some of those interested in rod fishing as honorary inspectors 
in the different districts, 

These persons would then be in a better position to in- 
terfere in stopping illegal fishing. : 

At present there is only one paid sub inspector ina 


large district comprising many streams and rivers and it is 


2. 
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impossible for him to do his duty effectually, and equally v 
for your department to maintain the expense of a sufficient 
mumber of paid servants. If you consent to accept this sug 
gestion our Society will be prepared to supply the names of 
some gentlemen interested in the different rivers who would 
consent to act, and who coulé be depended upon to carry out 
the duties with moderation. 
We have the honour to be, 
Siz, 


Your obedient servants, 


Mee Wontar, Vator Atluuel 
Lik y have Metictiin fottty, 
fur 


} 


4 A 
/ Lelie (a { ‘ le LU te DAA Pf 
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The Minieter of Marine and Fisheries, 

Ot tara, 
six,- 

The dommittee of the Vancouver Island Bich & Gane 
protection Society have the nonour to pring to your notice 
their viewswith regerd to Indien weirs and netting on the 
Cowichan and other rivers in this Province. 


« 


The late Act made these weirs illegal in any form, 

Two. weirs however were ereeted by the Indians on the 
Cowlohan viver some two of three miles above the tieloway 
Mite wmnen! Avene tnepector prosecuted in the fist of these 


‘two Gases, mit he failed in getting a conviction through a 
SE AAOTNS Fen, te She Cele Of Hremetane Wich Red He 
on the ing of the onse. The weirs were 
allowed to Yemain through the whole season, your Inspect or 
declining ¥O prosegute again though the matter was pressed 
toe Wy members of our Society. 


plated 90 stetn'et vot seine Gel: ons. Tey axe 
formed by making permanent framework of stakes and poles 
> ewllaatine cer eamelamgaanadsamuml cet a. 
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Trot do nodoudt force their way past after a time, but 
the effect is that they ate stopped for a nore or less con- 
siderable period and congregated in the pools below the weirs 
where they can be speared of netted at night or any other 
convenient time, rendering 1t impossible for the one sub in- 
apecto® in the whole district to keep a watd against their 
destruction. 

Members of our Society and others who sre in the habit 
of fishing on this part of the river state that during the 
Au tumn run of this last season the trout were congrezated be- 
low the weirs to an a remarkable extent and that they observ- 
e@ on several occasions stakes and other indications thet net- 
ting wae being carriet.on. It is stated on the Indian side 
that these weirs formerly existed without apparent injury to 
the run of trout, but as the Indiene do not as a rule kill 
trout to any extent for their own food they had formerly lite 
tle inducement to catch them. The conditions are now altered 
by the fact that they oan sell all they catah, and as a matq 
ter of fact they do, not only sell to settlers but send con- 
siderable mmbers of trout for sale in the towns. 

Under the former Act these weirs were allowed under re- 
atrictions ae to their extention net more than a certain dia 
tance across the stream and they were obliged to be kept open 
during a weekly close tine. Being dllegel under the late Act 
they are now subject to no restrictions and are maintained 
ali through the season. 

We would also submit that the Indiens can obtein abund- 
‘ance of salmon for their food by spearing in the streams with- 
out the use of weirs. : 

We therefore think that the provisions of the existing 
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We therefore think that the provisions of the existing 
Act with regard to weirs should be enforced. If however your 
department considers that they should be in any form permit~ 
ted we submit that they should be only under conditions es to 
the length of extension across tie stream, or that s burrio- 
ient gap be left in the centre of the deepest channel, and 
that the battened mmrdles should be altogether removed during 
& weekly Glove time of at least two days olew. 

We think the provisions of the present Act against net~ 
ting in fivers should be maintained. we think the open sea- 
son Tor xod fishing for trout should commence on March ist and 
“extend to Nov. 1st, insteal of as at present. 

There is a lame run of see trout in Jameary and Fepruary 
and we think rod fishing for them shottld be allowed in the 
Sidesway 211 through the yom as they are in excellent con- 
dition on entering the rivers. 

There 1s also a run of steelheads during the winter non- 
ths, when they are in good condition, whioh they lose after 
the month of March, und we think vod fishere might be allowed 
to catch them from Deceuber lst to April lat. 

Our Soclety considers it of import ance to encourage rod 
fishers to take an interest in the preservation of fish, as 
they become our best (uards ageinst illegal fishing. 

We also think that it would be very advisable to appoint 


sone of those int erestea in rod fishing as honorary inspectors 
in the different districts. 


These persons would then be in a better position to in 
terfere in stopping 1llegal fishing. 
_ ab PRosent there is only one paid sub inspector in a 
Large district compriting many streams and rivers and it as 
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impossible for him to do his duty effeotually, and equally 
for yur Gepattment to maintain the expense of « sufficient 
mimber of paid servants. If you consent to accept this sug- 
gestion our Society will be prepared to supply the names of 
some gentlemen interested in the different rivers who would 
eonsent to act, and who could be depended upon to carry out 
the duties with moderation. 
We have the honour to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servente, 


The berth, WUauviencuen H4+lauel Lith 
y Gbuue MAttetion tory, 


, 
fu Yeluart . Mou Ky Lu {hog 
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dank Year sey, The Aadianr urse putenéct 
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Do wor waite ABOUT MORE THAN OWE SUBJECT IN 
THE SAWE LETTER 


WRITE LEGIBLY YOUR FULL NAME AND ADDRESS 


ADDRESS YOUR REPLY To THe DePuTY Minis TER oF 
Marine &Fiswenies. Orrawa,awe QUOTE ABOVE NUMBER 


Indien woire on the Cowichan River 
again before the Hon: the Minister 
Game Club of Vaneouver Island, who 
@ petition +o Ot.ewe and have urged 
be saken to carry out the views of ihe 
and enforce the provisions of the Aci 
95 8.14 »s s 4 and Chap. 51 = 5 clause 16 ). 
ing beer Gevided. io favourably entertain their 
to.I am +o instruct you to see chat the weirs 
removed,and to enable you to do this,you are 
thorized vo employ such aid and iake such 
M@acures to do away with che abuses in question,as 
you judge io be necessary. 


I am Sir, 


Your obedient servant. 


Dominion Commissioner of Fisheries. 
Mr John Melab 


Inspector 


New Vesiminster. 


B. GC. 
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a v 9 
Do WOT WRITE AGOUT MORE THAN ONE SUBIECT IW 
THE SAME LETTER 


WRITE LEGIOLY YOUR FULL RAME AND ADORESS, 


+: ADDRESS YOUR REPLY TO THE DEPUTY MinisTER oF 
Maniwd & Frowentes, OTrawa..awe QUOTE ABOVE NUMBER, 


on Vancouver Island,I beg to 
of Mr Hewits Bostock U.P. 


proposal vo appoint some of whose inveresved 
fishing as honorary inspectors, in vhe 
+ dievriess,is under consideration and « 
sher communication on the subjeot will be sent you 
soon as a decision is reached, 
I am Sir, 
Your obedient servant. 


my, 


Depuiy linister Marine and Fisheries, 


Bdward Musgrave 
— > B.C. 
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MINISTER OF MARINE AND FISHERIES 


OTTAWA, CANADA, 


19th. Warch 1898, 


Dear Sir,- 


In the letter from the Committed of che 
Vancouver Island Fish and Came Ptovegtion Sociciy, 


which you recensly left ai neous, is is 


vop illegal fishing. It would 
try the scheme for a season on one 
prowes successful it can be exvended 
to ovhér digtricis. Cowichan river afférds a 
favourable 1: for makigg ihe emperiment. 


Could 
sosdosk 


House of (Gommons, 
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Could you, therefore,kindly furnish me rith the names 
of any gentlemen who would be willing io act chere 7 
Over what limite would it be convenient for them io 
act and for what periods would their services be 


required ? 


Yours faichfully. 
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we REPLY REFER TO, 


128,847 


ALSO TO THE DATE OF THIS LETTER 


ADDRESS REPLY TO THE 
Secretary Der? oF Inpian AFFAIRS | 
OTTAWA 


Ottawa 29th April 1898, 


583 
Sir, 
I have the honour to refer to my letter of 25th 
in reply to yours of the 19th Instant,and to inform you 
that as the Department has now. been advised that the case 


against the Indian for having built a fish weir across the 


KY 


y Cowichan nver,was dismissed by the Court,on the ground 


that the weir did not prevent fish from ascending the PIVOT 5 eon 
Pegret expressed by it on account of not having been 

sooner advised that you did not inten# to accede to the 
request for a stay of proceedings,was,as it turns out, une 


bee necessary, 


" pan uw. ing the obtaining of a report on the whole matter was in 


the best interests of all concemed, for the result of the 


The issue of th trial seems moreover, to justify the 
Department's caution with regard to accepting subordinate 
and local officers as the arbiters of what rights the 


Indians can properly claim. 


Your obedient servant, 


le 


FP, mason Esq., yf , _A ern 
puty Minister . ~~ 
of Marine & Pisheries, Secretary. 

Ottawa, 
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Pile 128 647- 
Copy- 


Victoria ,29th March 1898- 


I have the honour to submit for your information 
Mr Agent Lomas'letter dated 28th Instant reporting that 
Jim Quillshemet ,an Indian,has been summoned to answer 
before a Magistrate's Court for constructing a fish-weir 
across the Cowichan River, 

I beg to state that food being usually scarce 
amongst the Indians at this Season of the year,it is a 
Great hardship for them to be prevented from taking fish 
for food according .to the manner which has obtained for 
generations amongst them,the more especially as they are 
perfectly aware by life-long experience that no depletion 
or diminution in the annual runs of fish has resulted 
from their method of catching #ish, I may further add that 
the rigorous application of the Fishery Laws in the case 
of Indians requiring food will cause much dissatisfaction 
amongst them,it is reported that the Cowichans are seriously 
considering the question of adopting measures to prevent 
whitemen from entering on their Reserves for the purpose 
of fly-fishing, 

Mr .Lomas is directed to endeavour to have the 
Indian ,Jim's,case remanded until instructions may be 
obtained from the Department, 

I have the honour to be, 
The Secretary, Sir, 
Department of Your obedient servant, 
Indian Affairs, A.W,Vowell, 


Ottawa- Indian Superintendent, 


» 
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“0 496 847- 


ALSO TO THE DATE OF THIS LETTER 


‘ 
4 plj ceases 
| ADORESS REPLY TO THE 

| Stowevamy Dept of Indian Arrains | 
i OTTAWA. | 


j Lisi 


Meek oe git 
. ant 
ne 


Ottawa 7th April 1898- 


I beg to enclose herewith copy of a letter 
dated the 29th Ultimo,from Mr ,Vowell,Indian Superintendent 
at Victoria,B.C,,requesting instructions from this Depart- 
ment in connection with proceedings that are about to be 
taken against an Indian who has built a fish-weir across 
the Cowichan River, | 

The matter of the general rights of Indians 
has been frequently brought to the. attention ofyour Depart- 
ment, It is found to be very difficult to deal with this 
question as on account of the frequent promises made to 
the Indians by Treaty and by written and verbal communi- 
cations,to the effect that they should be allowed to carry 
on their occupations of hunting and fishing in their 
accustomed way,any infringement of their rights is consider- 
ed by them to be a grievance, 

I shall feel obliged if you will kindly direct 
the nearest Officer of your Department fo visit the locality 
where the fish-weir has been constructed and to interview 
the Indian or Indians interested in it,in order that he 
may ascertain and report what latitude may be allowedthe 


Indians in their fishing operations, 


The Deputy Minister 
of Marine and Fisheries~ 


Ottawa- 
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He should also endeavour to satisfy the Indians that their 
interests,as well as those of the White Men,will be care- 
filly guarded, 

Pending the report from your Officer may I 
ask you to be kind enough to direct that no action be 
taken in the case of the Indian,Jim Quillshemet ,who 


constructed the weir in question, 


Your obedient servant, 


Secretary, 
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x 
Ss 


wlisre Rigg 
[ sooness nevertome : 
| Secwerany Derr oF INDIAN Arrains | Ottawa 12th April 1898, 


OTTAWA. | 
| TSHGPRHR CP etek Nee nbiB Ah ada BREN 


Sir, 

I have the honour to refer to Department's letter 
of even No of 7th Instant,under sover of which was 
transmitted to you copy of a — from Mr 
Indian Superintendent Vowell,relative to proceedings 
which had been instituted against an Indian named 


oA ome p— “ Quillshemet,for having built a fishewéair across the 

te Cpa chan iy 
able [aan madd 
Be hue me ¢- to get a report from your local officer,and to have 


t-— EX proceedings stayed pending receipt thereof. 


Cowichan River,and you were requested to be kind enough 


In this connection,I beg to inform you that the 
_ Department has now been advised that th Fishery 
ft, anon a is [etuaraten and Justices of the Peace concerned agreed to 


I adjourn the case until the 16th Instant,and the maperts 


% ‘Ss 
cau enon waite i. | ment hopes that you will have acted in the direction 


ce, wtitre Wort? 15 Cine ang Pay 4 Slatin, 
Dass tees ore SSenented " by AA in time to prevent the case being 
q ~ one, 


rts 
. iPr osecuted on the date mentioned, 
§ tata 


on 


With reference to the whole question of prohibiting 
~ the construction and use of these weirs,the Department 


Sie ose a% quote for your consideration the following ex- 
f 


Npeiceat from another letter from Mr Indian ‘Superintendent 


ee. Vowell who writes inter alia, 
"In regard to the Indian salmon weir,I beg to state 
EV athat under proper regulations this apparatus fr 
"from being detrimental to preserving a continuation 
"of the normaf, supply of fish in the rivers might have 
"a contrary effect,as by it the numbers of fish taken 
"and their sizes may be regulated, They are not harmed 


¥. Gourdeau ysq., "nor 
Deputy Minister of 
Marine & Pisheries, 
Ottawa, 
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‘nor mutilated in any way and may be preserved alive ani 


in good condition for days in the basket arrangement 
which forms portion of the weir.Its total abolition w 
would be a decided loss to the fishing industry on this 
coast where it is the only method used for catching 
fish by which you can hold them or let them go at 
pleasure without injuring them". 

The Department may add that Mr Vowell's long and wide 
acquaintance with the fisheries in British Columbia, 


appearsto entitle his views to consideration. 


Your obedient servant, 


¥ 
fi 
a pth 


an PY, i, ' ill (Connell 
Secretary 


Department of Marine and Fisheri 
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I heve cho honour to acknowledge the 
your lewsersof vho 74h and 12th inesponi ( 
Pelasive .o whe proceedings whioh have bee 
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instituted agoicess en Indiian,naned Quillshene., 
heving vbuils a fish weir across cho 
With regard .o your request bin whe care 
nO’ prosecw.ed on whe 16th instant, which 1a ue 
furvhor hearing has Leen adjourn ad,T need only 
vias 14 is now too lave so 8 bay 
S99n as ne reports of the of fi 
write you 
whe whole quesvion of 
and uae of these woire.t baz &O Punte 
thay our officers on vhe Cowlehan river is ¢ 
fair minded san who ¢4111 Ao full jusviece to any 
wa% whe Indaina on whet river may jusply uree, 
poiny ouu-vhes in eeriain pertioulers. yho 
you 9vebe sre nov in aconrdence with che 


The Secrovary 


Deperimens of Indian Affairs. 


12 el A a 
6 ee an | 4. 
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It certainly is now who case uhas the aboliszion of 


Lhose Rvege, woirs would be a loss vo whe fishing 


industry,nor is whore any danger of siervation, The 


mejority of those Indiana I may adit, make large 


earnings each year fishin: for sho eanneries ont 
hop picking in vho Stace of Vashingpon U.S. 

Full informavion in on our files 
these weirs,which have been visited by vhe 
Comnisaioner of Mshories,by Mr John Velleb Inepenoer 
of Pisherios for Privish Golumbia, by Cepeain Valbran 


ani over offioers,uho have ropor wd io she 


Deparwmens sheir views on vhe meyer. 


Y wr obedient 


Depusvy. Minteser llarine ant Pisherioa, 
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act ted 


<=" REPLY REFER TO 
ida 


ALSO TO THE DATE OF THIS LETTER 


128,847 


ey x) 
" hvac ay AM AFF 
f ADORESS REPLY TO THE — 
| Secnevany Dep: oF Inpian Arrains | 
t 


| 2 STTAWA, ak Ottawa 25th April 1898, 


Sir, 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of 19th Instant relative to pro ceedings 
instituted against an Indian,named Quillshemet, for 
having built a fish weir across the Cowichan River,and 
in reply to inform you as follows:« 

The Department regrets that it was not made aware 
that your Department did not intend to accede to the 
request made on 7th and repeated on 12ty instant for a 
stay of proceedings, in time to allow of arranging for 
the defence of the Indian, 

With regard to your assurance that your officer on 
the Cowichan River will do full justice to any claims 
that the Indians there may justly urge,the Department 
would in accepting it guard against commiting itself 
to the position apparently involved,viz: that subore 
dinate officers of your Department are to be recognized 
as the judges as to what fishery rights the Indians can 
properly claim 

With regard to the following passage in your letter 
which reads "I may point out that in certain particule 
are the points you state are not in accordance whth 
the f cts" I would merely observe that waiving for the 
present the question of the correctness of the states 
ments referred to,they were not made by me, but gates 

from 
¥, Bourdeau Haq , 
Deputy Minister of 


Marine & Fisheries, 
Ottawa. 
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from a communi cation from Mr Superintendent Vowell 
for your consideration and I may add that I am unable 
to find among them any assertion as to danger of 


starvation existing. 


Your obedient servant, 


Pee 


Sécretary. 
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rour REPLY REFER To * 
ee? 128,847 


ALSO TO THE DATE OF THIS LETTER 


spi DN RP 
| AODRESS REPLY TO THE | 
} Secretary Derr oF Inoraw Arrains | 


OTTAWA 


t Rivere ner RN Oe sai 


Ottawa 15th May 1896, 


Se3 
Sir, 

With further reference to your letter of 19th V1t: 
and more particularly to the statement therein made to the 
effect that the majority of the Indians of the Cowichan 
River district make large earnings each year fishing for 
the canneries and hop picking in the state of Washington, 


S a) het els 


Po United States,I have the honour to inform you that Mr 
hem ee on w¢-Indian Superintendent Vowell to whom the said statement 


| pwwt, Gncend+Was referred for report,has written with regard to it as 
wth adinel 6 follows:+ "Owing to the competition of Chinese,Japanese and 
poytl. itt, ether foreign and domestic labor, especially during the 


ehiction Slane past two years,the Indians have barely made expenses,at 
x wo i the fisheries and many would not go there if they were 
Vane hyde © mm not obliged te do so by having incurred indebtednesses to 
aan | oly x secure the previous winter's provisions. Vor the last 
: chute fpnbmnn several years the hopepicking industry in the state of 


Qe wlk> a Naerree, ; ‘ 
veil a Kine {., Washington, owing to the stand taken against aliens and to 
| tae. bt enn SoA, Pager ten 


huctlate me bey o only a. small number of British Columbia Indians, chiefly 


GuanT one eG madd veteran 

< 4; ane, from Vancouver Island,have visited these hepefields and 
eh cc these few returned home with barely eriough money to pay 
Prw it om 35le. their travelling expenses", 

a te wim Ded pmel , To revert once morw to your assurance sane your 


the low prices prevailing has been most unprofitable and 


‘a officer on the Cowichan river is a very fair minded man, 


=», Who will do full justice to any claims that the Indians may 
AYA 4 Justly urge,I may state that Mr Superintendent Vowell ade 
, t\ mits that Mr Molabd S4/)QM shows & disposition'te be 
pe \'y, @Gourdeau B te Speen pensonabls 
is \"\ ‘Deputy nister yo Marine & Pisheries, 


ive 
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reasomable in his dealings with the Indians,but t is handicapp- 
ed with regard to following his own inclination in the matter, 
in consequence of being Provincial Constable,and subject to 
influence by certain local magistrates who are imbudd with the 
old world ideas as to poachers, and hound him'on to treat the 
Indians with undue severity, 


Your obedient servant, 


Secretary. 
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17ih May 18098. 


Reforring vo your letser of the 12th inspant, 
~ No 128,847 + velstive uo vho fishery privileges 
of .ho Indiana of yhe Cowichan "iver dipirios,I have 
vhe honour go oll your aviention io two poinie in 
which your information on vhat subjeot is at variance 
with vuhis Deparemons's rocord. 

In ele fire. place his Deparimor. has reliable 
reyurns showing they vie Indians whon fishing for vhe 
salmon canneries prove more expert ani meke lerrer 


Pa > 


Garnings when who majority of whive f{shermen, ho oO 
not average more hen #509. $609. for who season, nanely 
Jtly and Auguey. 

Secbndly,Inspecvor MeNab in novo Provincial 
consvcble end is,vherefore,noy henvered,ss your 

mong in led vo believe,in doaline senerousiy nnd 
fairly wich any claims thas cho Indians may justly 
urgo,an o mayver of facy shies Deparimens ts aware 
vhas ho rogards their posivion vory favoursbly. 


tien Sy 
Your obedicenst servani. 


Depury Minisier Merine and Pishortes. 
The Seero. vary 
Deparusen, of Indian Affaire 
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i REPLY REFER TO 


t Yee, 647 


ALSO TO THE DATE OF THIS LETTER 


See patenbetirete hate tt ine o 

| ADORESS REPLY TO THE i 
Secretary Derr oF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

L OTTAWA. | 


10th June, 1898, 


Sir: 


I have the honour to refer to your letter of the 
17th ultim©®, in which«-relative to the fishery privil- 
eges of the Indians of the Cowichan River districts. 
y% call attention to th@ points in which this Depart- 
ment's information is at variance with the record of 
your Department, and in reply to inform you as follows, 

It has been ascertained that this Department, in 
supposing Mr. Superintendent Vowell to have said that 
Mr. McNab was hampered in his desire to deal generously 
and fairly with any claims the Indians might urge, 
through influence brought to bear on him as a Provin-~ 
cial constable, misunderstood what Mr. Vowell intended 
tO convey, which was that the fishery officer at Cowi- 
chan (not Mr. McNab) is a Provincial constable. 

As it will serve to shew you how the mistake Ose 
curred, and at the same tend to throw light upon the 
situation, I may quote the part of Mr. Vowell's letter 
which inadvertently led the Department into the error. 
It reads as follows : 

"I may say that the Officer alluded to as acting 

"for the Fishery Department on the Cowichan River 
"holds the position of Provincial cOnatable, and is 
“more Or léesssubject to the direction and influence 
“of some of the Justices of the Peace in that local- 
“ity, who, having been accustomed t0° deal with 
"poachers in the old country, are apt tO confound 
"the Indians when shtempting to procure food for 
"themselves and families with the class Of offenders 
"alluded to. 

¥. Gourdeau, Esq., "Mr. 

Deputy Minister of Marine & Fisheries, 


Ottawa. 


eS ea re tl 
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_ "Mr. McNabb I have always, when approached by me, 
"f0and t© be reasonable, but when such men as I 

"have alluded to keep constantly writing and calli 
“his attention to breaches of the law as laid down in 
*the fishery regulations he has to be strict, when 

"I am sure he often feels that more leniency would 
*not in the least injure the fishing interests, but 
"would be a charity to those poor creatures, who, 
"forthe sake Of carrying Sut the law as it stands, 
"are unduly punished at the instigation of a few 
"worshippers of what they call sport, i.e., killing 
"any number of fish with a fly or a spoon bait, ete., 
"not for the necessities of themselves Or families, 
"but merely to pass an idle hour or two away." 


As to the returns possessed by your Department, which 
shew that the Indians when fishing for the salmon 
canneries, prove more expert and make larger earnings 
than the majority of white fishermen, this Departmen t, 
in ignorance of the nature and source of such returns, 


can Only suppose that the shewing referred to applies 


to Indians of the Lower Praser, whOse residence on the 


spot and intimate acquaintance with the fishing grounds 
give them a great advantage with regard to catching the 
fish over the Indians of the Cowichan and other Bands, 
who only visit the Praser during the fishing season, 
and, according to the Department's information, in ma ny 


instances fall far short of the earnings of the average 


In any case the question would appear to be not 
80 much one of comparative earnings by white fishermen 
and Cowichan Indians respectively, but as to whether 
the latter earn enough to te independent of the neces- 
sity for catehing fish for their own consumption, 


Your Obedient seryant, 
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29th Oerober 1898. 


Sir,- 


IT am uo enolose for your repor. and return 


a letver from the Deparwmons of Indian Affaire 


covering a report from Mr Ihdian Agent Lomas of she 
2 


Cowichan Agenoy 5.C., relating oo fishing in 


Cowichan Bay with seines, 


T am Sir 


Your obedions, servant. 


Acting Dominion Ommissioner of Pishories. 


Mr John MoNab 
Inspeo,or 
New Vestminsver. 


Be Cy 
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F 
Reneretr Vantaa, Vaneanane WOON eines 
ADORESS REPLY TO THE 
Secretary Dept of Inpian AFF, 


Ottawa, ath October, 1808. 


y I have the honour to transmit herewith copy of a 
ort 


dressed to Mr. Indian Superintendent Vowell, by Mr. 
Indian Agent Lomas of the Cowichan Agency, B. C., relating 
“So fishing in Cowichan Bay with seines alleged to be pecul- 
larly destructive to the fish on account of the large size of 
the nets, and smaliriess of their mesh. 

Mr. Superintendent Vowell in transmitting his 
report states that the result of information obtained from 
rel&able sources, leads to the conviction that the Sgent Has 
in no way overstated the case. 

If this conclusion be correct it is obvious that 
the matter is of so seriow® importance, as to justify the 
Department in urging you to carefully inquire into it, and 
take such remedial or preventive measures as may seem to you 


to be necéssary. 


Your obedient servant, 


4 * 


Secretary. 


F, Goupdeau, Esq., 
Deputy Minister 
ef Marine and Fisheries, 


Ye sg! 


Ottawa, 
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‘Site . 
: Referring to your letter of the 26th ultimo, addressed 
(to MesStumbles,of the Marine Branch of this Department,in ~ 
; commedbion with the petition of the Cowichan Indiane,T beg 
|, vo! Say that 1% ts the rule for all applications for Licenses 


to be sent through the Inspector of Fisheries for the Pro« 


vinge{ Mr.C,3,Sword,of New Westminster }eo that he may send 
it here with any report or remarks on it he may be able to 


I am, Sir, 
Your ob-dient servant, 


Deputy Minister of Marine and Fisheries, 
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Letter Nos 


Ottawa, I2th July,1900, 


Sirt= 

T have the honour to inform you that the Indians at 
Quamichan,B.0,have complained to this Department that their 
river which they say formerly abounded in salmon is bebng 
rapidly depleted by canners from the Fraser river,and 
local white men fishing for the city marketa,who,they assedt 
stretch their nets across the mouth of the river and so 
prevent the fish ascending to their spawning steude. 

As the matter complained of is a serious one,I 
have to request that you will be kind enough to have it 
inquired into,and remedied if found to be as represented 
by the Indians,and the Department will be glad to learn the 
result of your inquiries in order that it may be ina 
position to reply to them, 


Your obedient servant, 


é 


Secretary, 


The Acting Deputy Minister 
of Marine and Pisheries, 
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‘Sir,- 
a. 

the enclose, Letter from Mr Albert Mershell,of 
Gowlohen B.G.,with #eference to the better protection of 
fieh that enter the waters of the Cowleban River,e small 
etveen in Vancouver Ieland,is referred to you for any 
romarke you may see fit to make theveon. Letter to be 
returned. 


tem Si, 
Your obedient servant. 


Mr GO B Sword 
Inepeotor of Pisheries, 
New Westuinster 
Be Os 
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July 26th, 1900, 


Sirt~ 

I have your letter of the 12th, inatant, 
eonveying to this Department a complaint fron the 
Indians at Quemionhan, Britian Coluthia, that thear 
River,whigh they say formerly abounded in salmon,ie 
being wapidly devleted by the oanners from the Prana a 
River and leoal white fimnernen fishing for the city | 
markets, whom they assert streteh their neta aarons 
the mouth of the River,and #0 geevent the fish fron 
aecending to the spawiing grounds,which you regard 
AS @ Serious matter, and Ask the result of any ine 
quiries: this Department may onke, 

The Department Will make immediate inquine 


ies into the watter, with A view to diseovaring the 
exact state of affaira,whioh,if true,would be Aarioun 
to the fisherion of that River, 


In the neantimeshowaver,I sould 1iKe to 
all your attention to the Deputy Minister's letter 
to your Dapartnent,of the 10th, June, 1907, folloning 
a requent What the regulations in that vicinity 
should not be carried out as regards the Indians,md 
to draw your partioular attention to the following — 
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Aoting Deputy Minister of Marine and Fisherion, 
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Re em 


‘Daily Col dat, 


lb A a a is at i tit 


15 « 8 ~ '99 


WEIRS ARE OPEN, 


Mr .W,.W.Stumblea,of the Marine and Fisheries Department 
returned on Sunday evening from Cowichan,where he went to : 
énquire into the reports that the Salmon weirs errected by 
Indians across the river were kept closed,and trout and salmon 
prevented from annending. The weirs were found open, leaving 
a clear run for the fish, He could not confirm the report 
that small fish were caught in the weirs,and sold by the Indians, 
Mr ,Stumbles went over to New Westminster this norning,and from 


there will proceed to the headquarters of the Praser, 
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Mr.¥.W,Stumbles investigates the conditions prevailing on 


the favorite fishing streams, 

sasseveneeye viaited several places where it had been represen- 
ted to me the fish had been prevented from going up the river, 
and found where the weirs had been put in,but the hurdles,or 
lastice work,had been removed and there were then no obstacles 
in the way of the Sish running up the stream, I was informed 
by the fishery guardian at Duncans that there are a great many 
fich in the river toothecetwser at present,and that more have 
been seen than for many Seasons, fhe Indians use these weirs 
to delay the ascent of the Sish and use gaffs,or spears,to take 


the fish out of the water, **"**""** 
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‘ 


British Columbia, 
Indian Office, 


’ 


Victoria,August 24th,1899, 


I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of you# 

letter dated 14th instant No,128,247, in connection with a 
statement made to the Deputy Minister by Mr.H,A.,McLean Deputy 
Attorney General for the Province of B,C, to the effect that 

he recently made an inspection of certain weirs which the ~ 
Indians have put across the Cowichan river below Duncans, and 
that he is of opinion that if permitted they will sonn exter- 
minate the fish in the river, I beg to submit that Mr,McLean 
has in the instance referred to given an opinion on a subject 
that he apparently does not understand and one upon which full 
reports have been made to the Department. The Indian weir 
does not offer an impenetrable barrier to fish ascending the 
river it merely checks their progress for a time and thus 
affords to the Indiang an opportunity for gecuring his food= 
supply, in that direction, which he otherwise would not have, 
This fact is clearly proved by the Indians placing several weirs 
one above the other which would be useless expendithre of : 
labour did the weir have the effect ascribed to it by Mr.McLean, 
It cannot well be supposed that the gentleman referred to who 

is a comparative stranger in this province and consequently 
unacquainted with the nature and habits of either the fish or 
the Indians can deal as intelligently with such matters as those 
who having passed the greater portion of their lives here are 
in a position to do, 

The 

Secretary, 

Department of Indian Affairs, 


Ottawa, 
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The Indian Agents,more especially the Agent for 
Cowichan, thoroughly understand the question and I can safely 
say that all of them are careful to do wha} they can towarda the 
preservation of fish and game in their agencies, The Indians 
themselves also fully realize how important such a course 18 to 
their interests and would not willingly do anything. to cut off 
such an important factor in their food-supply, 

The Indian weir has been used on the Cowichan river 
for a time as far back as the legends or memory of the natives 


extend, Fifty years ago when the Indians were at least five 


times greater in number then whap they are to-day they had many 


more weirs in the river and naturally there was a greater don- 
sumption of fish by the natives on account of their greater 
numbers and also because then they did not have whiteman's food 
such as they can command to-day,and yet,notwithstahding all that, 
there never has been any apparent falling off as to the quantity 
of fish observable in that and other rivers similarly situated, 
etc, 

In conclusion I beg to #nclose for the information of 
the Department in’ connection with the question under consider= 
ation,2 cutting4 from local newspapersi~ one from Victoria Times 
14 - 8 = '99,and one from Victorin Colonist 15 - 8 - '99,in 
these will be found an expression of opinion,as to the effect of 
the weirs referred to,by Mr,Stumbles who 18 a Government officer 
attached to the Department of Marine and Fisheries,whose duty it 
is to inquire into such matters and whose views it will be seen 


vary somewhat from those advanced by Mr.H,A,McLean, 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
A.W, Vowell, 


Indian Superintendent,B.C, 


Department of Marine and Fisheries/ 


ini RG 23 - 
Ministére de la Marine et des Pécheries theraky 


File/Dossier 583, 
Part/partie 1 


PUBLIC ARCHIVES 
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES 


CANADA 


¥ tee) 
* Dian apen® 
GAMADA. 


Q ey, At /5 VP gam 30 suly 1900, 


I have the honour to acknowledge the rege pt of your 


Seenerany Depr oF Inman fon i 
OTTAWA. 


letter of 26th instant and in reply to thank you for the promi ag 
therein made that your Department will immediately inwtd tute 
inquiries with a view to ascertaining the truth as to the some 
plaint made by the Indians at Quamichan that fishing is being 
carried on in the river in such @ manner as to cause ite 
depletion of me Aa 

In connection with the extract from your Deputy 
Minister's letter to this Department of 10th June 1897 to which 
you desire in the meantime to call particular attention,I peg 
to transmit herewith copy of a report from Mr,¥ndian Superine 
tendent Vowell dated 24th August 1899 and of Mewespaper excerpta 
therein referred to,from which it would appear that the Inéfians 
are quite alive to the fact that in their own intereste it 46 ae 
necessary for them as for white fishermen to conduct their oper 
ations in a manner consistent with the preservation of the 
fishery. 

As further evidence as to the nature of the weirs satd 
to have been constructed by the Indiane,I beg to remind you thet 
the case in which an Indian named. Quillshemet was prosecuted.@m 
in the Spring of 1698 for the construction of a weir wae djaniaae . 
ed on the ground that in the opinion of the Court the wetr did@ 


not prevent the fish ascending the river, 


Your obedignt servant, 
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Ectract from an Order—in-Council,dated 4th day of 
June 1902, On File No 6. 


=$=$=$=$ -$=$= 


(b) The waters of the estuary of Cowichan River, 
ineluding Cowichan Bay,within an imaginary line running 


from Serpentine Point to Cowichan Head. 
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September 13th, 1900, 


Referring to your lettor of the 17th, 
ultino,in which you state that you Nave heen re~ 
quested to apply for an extension of the limite in 
wWitoh drift-net fishing B1OUla he allowed in Cowichan 
BAY,80O AB to permit of 8Gh onerationa in the shallow 
water at the head of thea Bay,near the moutha of 
rivera,and stating tnat you had replied to the ofm 
feat that the request would be forvamied but that 
you could not ragomnend the aranting thereof,I am 
to state that your astion in this matter is approved 
and IT may also say that At would he Well that vou 
8107.14 continue to ve nNon~cormittal in vour dealings 
With parties arylying for all alassas of fishing 
privileges,until auch time as the Department is anle 
to formulate a rerular pOliey in sonneetion with the 


whole question of the Pisieriesa in British Colunbia, 


I a,Sir, 


Your ohedient servant, 


Vd 
ey. Commisadioner of Fisharien, 


C.8,Sword Bag,, 


Inspector of Pisheriaa, 


Now Westuineter,3,c, 
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Reptenber 13th, 1900, 


Your letter of the 23rd, uitivo,anniving 
on behalf of Indian chief Joe,of Knaiaken,to he ale 
lowed to use A purse neine in Cowichan Ray,for the 
purpose of capturing Cohoes and Nor Salon for come 
mercial purposes,has just reashed me, You state that 
the failure of the Sockeye fishery this vear has 


pressed heavily upon the Indian aa well as the white 


Fishersen,and that if it were found possible to rex 


Lax sane of the restrictions which interfere vith 
the eanture of Dor SAlnon,without too mreaativ auge 
nenting the nmanbar of Cohoes taken,you are of opinion 
that such authority dhould he rpranted, I note vour 
raply to the arnideant, that while you would forward 
the requioes!., nurse seines were not allowed in any oF 
the watera of British Columbia, In this connection 
I may invite your attention to the amended Pisheries 
Act, Section 14,Sub-seetion 15,from which you wilt 
observe that tie use of purse seiner for aatohing 
fish 186 prohibited in anv of the waters of Canada, 
under a penalty of not less than $50,00,and not ex~ 
seeding $500,00,togethar with the eonfiscation of 
the vessel,boat and apparatue which may be used in 
sonnestion with such fishing, The Department there~ 
fore 
¢,8,Sword Beq,, 
Inspector of Pisheries, 


New Weatminster 8,0, 
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og 


therefore apppoves of your reply to tne applicant, 
and while any change in the extating law is unlikey, 
T have dommnicated a copy of your letter and this 
reply to the Commissioner of Pisherioa,wio is absent 


on duty, 


[ au, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


4 


/ 
& Dominion Conmiasioner of Fisheriea, 
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September 27th, 1900, 


I have consulted Professor Prinee on the 
subject of your letter of the aard, ult ino,as to the 
Allowing the use of a purse seine in Cowlohan Boy 
to take Gohoes and Dog Salmon for commeraial pur= 
pones, 

I am to inform you that of course purse 
Aginer are out of the question,as they are prohibde 
ted by the Fisheries Act in anv of the watera of 
Canada,and \the Commiasioner oF Pisherier rerards 
the muaber br drag seinen now fished in Cowiehan 
waters aa tne maxiowa nuaber which should he allowed 
thera, Hance all further apylications mist be rem 


fused, 
¢ 


I am,Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Mer. 
fi pf) 
Yn Dominion Gawaiesioner of Fisheries, 


C.B, Sword Baa, 


Inspector of Pisheries, 


Wow Weatminater, #0, 
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2nd Yetober 1900, 


Gentlemen “on 


Referring to your petition,dated 14th ultimo, 
asking to be allowed to fish gtill—nets three or four 
hundred yards to the west of the present limite in 
Cowichan Bay,I beg to say that,in view of the 
eeriously depleted state of the watera of Cowichan 
River,and the complaints of the rosident Indian 
ecomounities that their supplies of fish food are 
imperilled by the excessive netting in the estuary, the 


extension pefitionea for cannot be favourably entertained. 


I am Gentlenen, 


Your obedient servant. 


( 


Acting Deputy Minister of Marine and Fisheries 


Mr Wm. Lumley 
and othera. 


Cowichan Bay 
Vanoouver Island 
B. 0. 
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PAth Nebober TOMO, 


Sir,= 

Referring; to your letter of the Teth June last, 
with regard to seiniy:; in Cowichan Bay,I bey to state that 
in the Inspector's opinion your remarke as to the destructive 
effeot of this fishing have reference more to the fishing as 
practiced in 1866 than ti Teee. Drift net fishing is aleo 
carrie! on to a oondiderable extent in the Ray during the 
SEASON. Tn comectton with the latter fich ine the Inspeo~ 
tor akia thal these nets when used above the Limite speotfied 
in the Order-ineCouncil of the cath September ,1868,are more 
injurious than the I00 fathom dra: seine. ‘Yo doubt the 
Indien weirs which so serfously block the river have dome 
great barn to the fish supply in the Cowfehan River. 

T an, Sir, 
Your obedient servant 
JOHN HARDIE 


Act iy: Deputy Minister of Marine & Fisheries. 


Mr Albert Marshall 
COWICHAN. Bele 
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yee CFR... 128847. 


ALSO TO THE DATE OF THIS LETTER 


: * Im YOUR REPLY REFE® TO i ] 4 


sy dence 


© BRD 


Setactavy Dept or Inown Arras nit 


ADDRESS REPLY TO THE 
OTTAWA, 


\ eller No: 59 id 


Ottawa, ZSlst Oct., 1900. 


583. I have the honour to refer to your letter 
of 26th July in which you were kind enough to promise to 
make immediate inquiries into the complaint made by the 
Indians at Quamichan, B.C. as to the depletion of their 
river of salmon by whiftt fishermen fishing for the canner- 
jes and the local market,.and to inform you that a fresh 
complaint has just been received from the same Indians to 
the effect that the waters of Cowichan Bay are being de- 
pleted of all kinds of fish in consequence of the use of 


Seine Nets. 


Your obedient servant, 


Secretary. 


The Secretary, 
Dept. of Marine and Fisheries, 


Ottawa. 
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6th November 1900, 


Sir, 


In acknowledging the receipt of your letter of 
15th ultimo,stating that complaint haa been received 
from the Indians of Cowichan Bey to the effect that 
those waters were being depleted of all kinds of fish 
in consequence of the use of seines,I am to state that 
i em causing enquiries to be made into the complaint 
in question, 

Meenwhile,I may say for your information that 
Indien Chief Joe of Kaniaken in August lest applied 
through the Inspector of Fisheries on behalf of 
himself and his people to be allowéd to use a purse 
seine in Cowichan Bay,but was informed that such 
fishing engines were prohibited by the Fisheries Act 
and a8 & GOnsequence their use could not be permitted. 

I may add that the purse seine ie @ muoh nore 
deatructive engine than the drageseine,a few of which 
latter nete were experimentally licensee in British 
Columbia waters last year. 


lem Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


(sa) John Hardie 


Re Acting Deputy Minister of Marine Fisheries. 
», ae 


he Secretary 
Department of Indian Affaire. 


CP Pa Y Ap 
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PIDENTIAL. 


7th February 1902, 


Dear Captain Walbran,- 


I duly reached Ottawa,after several stopovers on 
uy way from British “Solunmbia,and find the session 
rushing along and the usual abundance of Pishery mattere 
to deal with I want © report from you on the matter 
referred to in the three letters enclosed from Agent 
Robertaon and Rev Mir Tate. I should like to see something 
done for theseQuamithan Indianes,but as you know about 
thia matter better than any one else,I should like to 
have your suggestions, The limit of seining ean be 
moved further down the Hay,aid I should be inolined to 
atop seines altogether for a smiple of seasons, though 
Messra Ward & Go. will strongly protest and they claim 
that only inferior salmon otherwise wasted are taken by 
these men in Cowlohan Bey,who,l believe are shiefly 
Japs, [talians, Greeks é&a, 

I send you these papers sconfidentially,and should not 
like Mr Robertson to know that 1t has been referred to 
a British Columbia offieer of the Departnuent. 

I 
Captain J Walbran 
*Quadra* 


VICTORIA. 2B, OG, 
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I hope to aoon be able to announce the result of the 


Salmon Jommisaionj;but as we have not yet the whole of 
the evidence in suthorised type-written form,a few 
aya more must elapse before anything onan be eaid. iy 
trip weet did me a lot of good and I wae very «iad to 
eee something of you onoe more. 

r Yours faithfully.’ 


Pominion tormitasioner of Pishertesa, 
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"BRITISH COLUMBIA: FISHERMEN’S UNION. ” 


a 
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Department of Marine and Fisheries/ 


RG 23, vol. 164 
Ministére de la Marine et des Pécheries 


File/Dossier 583, 
Part/partie 1 


ut AR Reet 


VA.Ps* Dio,* 


I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 7th, inatant,with reference to the ise 
suing of seine licenses in Cowichan Bay,and to ine 
form you that thie matter is now under the consider a» 
tion of the Departuent,and an early decision will he 
arrived at,which will be commmioated to you, 


Your obedient servant, 


?, Gourdeau, 


‘ Vy) Deputy Minister of Marine and Pisheries, 


canes 


Orand Sec'y-Treasurer, 
Vancouver,8,¢, 
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MEMORANDUM 


RE SUGCESTED ABOLITION OF SEINES, COWICHAN 
RIVER,B.C. 


=e > eee: 


THERE has always been trouble on thie fine 
= river on account of three opposing interests, 
Ane 


~- Ry» PMR anglers,especially gentlemen from Vic~ 
toria, ' 


2, THE s,who have large 2 ls and 
villages on the ; "or the River; and 


THE commercial fishermen who seine and net 
dias "an the Bay. 


THE last named are chiefly Italians ,Japs, 
&o,,from Vancouver,who net Cohoes,Dog Salmon and 


por poral for oF certain canneries, and Victoria curing 
ms, The 


sis tear 


le damage to be 


Council,September 28th ge The Indians complain 
that they cannot get "aa by their weirs 
ed nets up the River. tT orat a on that their 
complaints are exaggerated,as are also the views of 
the anglers,who would like’ to see all fishing done 
away except angling, 


| MY view is that seining might be 
oh Ibited “nl the interests of the Indiens on 
; but thet the Indians,in the interests 
of the anglers erect their weirs in the fall only, 


. vermont rere 
. a ° 
cm ; 


® River, 


Sek, Cibo: Vecendt: Wile. aaad aac, 
frm shoe Ween rend, Vice tian: 


Ottawa 
April 15th.,1902, 
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TO HIS RXORLLENOY, 
THR GOVERWOR OnWPRAt, 
tm CouNCTL, 


TRE undersigned has the honour to report 
for the information of Your Excelleney that the ques+ 
tion of providing better protestion for nigrating 
salmon and other valuable fish, in Vietoria Rerbour, 
at the Gity of Viotoria,and Cowichan Bay, Vanocuver 
Teland,in the Province of British Columbia, demands 
immediate attention,in view of the representations 
made that serious injury is arising from exeessive 
and improvident netting for fish,earried on by none 
residents vigiting the localities naned,. 

HB, therefore, recomend: that under Section 
14 of the Pisherios Aot, Chapter 95 of the Revised 
Statutes of Canada, the following Vishery Regqulaticn 
for the Provinee of Aritieh Colwibia be adopted by 
Your Exeelleney in council: 


FISHING by meane of nets or any Kind or 
deseription is prohibited in: 


Ca} the waters > of Phang » Baveonp inside 
or sh ing from Maefulay Point 


to ¢ the waters 
tet tne heed er (ind sabreainy ate duding the Inlet; 


b of the estuary of chan 
ear eee 
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— from Serpentine Point to Cowichan 


Respectfully submitted, 


Jemes Sutherland, 


Minister of Marine and Pisheries, 
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Cowichan Station B.C., Sept.22nd 1904 


Hon. A. F. Prefontaine, 
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, 
Ottawa, Canada. 


Sir,- 
It 18 reported that, an effort is being made to have the 
Cowichan Bay,Vancouver I@land B.C.,opened to net fishing. 
/ We the residents of the Cowichan Valley beg to protest against, 


d ‘ 
the same’ 


Hl IL: AA 


Yi fe : haliich | 
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Duneean's Station B.C., Sept 22nd 1904 


Hon A. F. Prefontaine 
Minister of Marine and Fisheries 
Ottawa , Canada 


Sir;- 
It 18 reported that, an effort is being made to have the 
Cowichan Bay Vancouver Island B.Cc., Qpened to net fishing . 


We the residents of the Cowichan Valley , beg to protest 


against the seme. 


2. LU, 
Br pf) 
Ebon acath 


Wyte 
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ly! 


6th Ootober 1904. 


I beg to acknowledge the petition forwarded 
by My Ralph Smith,of Nenaimo,protesting againet any 
rescinding or relaxation of the Cowichan Bay net 
prohibition,and may say that it is not proposed to 
oiter the regulations at present. 


Yours faithfully. 


R Prefontsine 


0,.Bazett eq. 
and others 
Duncan's Station. 


Be Os 
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~ MEMORANDUM — 


RE R, JARDINE'S REQUEST TOR OPENING oF 
COWICHAN BAY TO SRINING, 


Te RERR 5 RH KERR 


MR. R,dJardine wires the Minister from 


New Westminster ,Britisn Columbia asking if the De— 


adding that it has been closed since 14th, June, 1904, 


THE facts are as follow: 


DURING the spring of 1902 strong repre- 
sentations were made to the Department by the 
Tourist. Association of Victoria,through Mr, Riley 
M.P.,to the effect that the Cowichan River is gen 
erally recognized as the best for angling purposes 
in British Columbia, It is one of the few Pacific 
Rivers in which fly fishing¥succee@sfbut aw Indian 

(Reserves and villages occur’ upon its banks,the In~ 
“dtans-have-done much trapping and poaching,while in 
the estuary and Bay gill—netting and seining have 
been carried on by Japs,Greeks and white fishermen 
from Vancouver,Victoria and other places 50%o0 100 
mibes away, The Indians and local people protested 
against this fishing by strangers. 2. te 
ia See ae 2 ; 

UNDER these condd Lore 80 Minister \ 
agreed to prohibit seining and netting of any kind 
in "the"Waters of the estuary of Cowichan pgy River, 
" ineluding Cowichan Bay,within an imaginary line 
" running from Serpentine Point to Cowichan Head," 
and this was done by Order in Counci1,dated 4th, 
June,1902,since which time this prohibition has ex- 
isted, , ' ‘ Lan t é 4 
ah 67 


Uf pupa 


ON receipt of Mr. dJardine's telegram, in- 
spector sword was asked by wire if objection would 
exist to opening the Bay to seining next fall,and 
his reply is that the Indians and Indian Department. 


object. strong) ‘ 


ON the 4th, May last R.G.MacPherson M,P, 
requested that Mr, John Sordich be allowed to fish 
in Cowichan Bay; but this was refused on the grouid 
that the prohibition was enacted to meet strong lo- 
eal feeling, 


IT would therefore seem advisable to ad- 
ere to the prohibition, 


IF the Minister approves,Mx. Jardine will 
immediately be wired accordingly. ' 


awa } 
October 20th.,1904, | 
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I beg to acknowledge the petition forwarded by 
Ralph Smith Eeq.,of Nenaimo,protesting against any 
rescinding or relaxation of the Cowichan Bay net 
prohibition,end may say that it is not proposed to 
alter the regulation at present. 


Yours faithfully. 


R Prefontaine 


William Porrest Baqe J.P. 
and others 
Cowichan station 
BCs 
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, Dear Sir, 


In teply to your letter of the s7th ultimo, 

enclosing petitions protesting against the removal 
of the existing prohibition ageinet the use of nete 
in Cowichan Bey,I may say thpt no steps are being 
taken with that object. 

In view of the strong opinion you expressed 
on the matter two years ago,when the Ordeminedouneil 
( dated June 4th 1908 ) was passed and the petitions 
now received,the prohibition will continue at present, 

Youre faithfully. 


R Prefontaine 


Ralph Geith Eeq. 
Naneimo, BOs 
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
All messages are received by this Company for transmission, subject! to.the terms and gonditions printed on thetr, 
Blank Form No. 2, which terms and conditions have been agreed to by the sender of the following message, This ig 
an anirepeated message, and is delivered by request of the sender under these conditions 


ty NRE A.W. BARBER, Sdpt,, Toron 0, Ont, 
B.S. JENKINS, Gen, Supt., Winnipeg, Man. JNO, f, RICHARDSON, Supt., Fe wigh a 
J. V¥ LSON, Supt, Vancuuver, B.C, P. W. SNIDER, Supt., St. John, NB. 


CORRESPon EN 
TELETTER N 
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PER 


5 NS ON Sug J ae 
~ Canadian Pacific Railway Company's Telegraph 


2, which terms and conditions have been agreed 


Subject to the terms and conditions printed on theif” 
an unrepeated message, and is delivered by request of the sender 


to by the sender of the following message. This id* 


under these.conditions. 
BER Hy ig =~. 
J, WILSON, Supt., Vancouver, B.C, fay penn ‘ab Sept. Tyronte, Ont : pp 
B. S. JENKINS, Gen. Supt., Winnipeg, Man, W. SNIDER, Supt, St Joha, N.B. Man 


A 167 Ra, Jo,Ro, 4,50Pm, 8Collect, 


New Vestmintter B.C, 19th Oot. 190, 
Ref Venning, 


As3't Comm'r Fisheries, 
Ottawa, 
Yes,indians and indian department object strong, 


Department of Marine and Fisheries/ = vol. eos 
ini i t des Pécheries ile/Dossier " 
/ Ministére de la Marine e Ast scons nih 


ARCHIVES 
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CANADA 
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Dear sir: 


Your telegraphic request that I should 
wire that Gowichan Bay would be opened to seine 
fishing next fell,hae been very seriously consider 
o4 by me in the Light of a13 the feote of the conse, 

Ae Briefly Se poseible,these may be ax 
plained ae follews:< 

During the epring of 1008,etrong repre~ 
sentations were made to the Department by the fourm 
tet Assoociation,of Vietoria,through Mr, Riley u.P., 
to the effeet that the Gowichen River is generally 
peoogniged an the best for angling putposes in Brie 
tion Columbia, 1t te one of the few Pacific Rivete 
in which fly fienhing is successful; but a9 Indian 
Villages occur along ite banka,the Indians have done 


mush trapping and poaohing,while in the estuary and 

Say ,gilienetting and seining have been carried on 

by Japanese, Greek and White fisheruen,frow Vaneow 
ver 


Department of Marine and F isheries/ RG 23, vol. 164 
Ministére de la Marine et des Pécheries File/Dossier 583, 


Part/partie 1 


PUBLIC ARCHIVES 
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES 
CANADA 


Vancouver, Victoria ana other places fifty to one 
hundred miles away,and the Indians and loeal people 
protested against thie fishing by non-reeidenta, 

Under these conditions I agreed to prohi-~- 
bit seining and netting of any Kind,in *the waters 
of the estuary of Gowlahan River ,inoluding Gowiahan 
* Bay,within an imaginary line running from serpen 
* tine Point to Gowlohan Head,* and this was done 
by Order in Council dated aen, June, 19028, since whieh 
time thie prohibition has been in foree, 

On the 4th, May laat,Mr, R,@,MacPherson 
requested that Mr, John sordich be allowed to fish 
in Cowichan Bay; but this was refused on the ground 
that the prohibition was enacted to meet strong lo~ 
@a1 feeling,and,therefore,under the peoullar cir 
qunatances exieting,I regret I cannot feel justiried 
in meeting your wishes. 


Yours faithfully, 


R,Prefontaine, 
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Oth. March T905. 


Ralph Smith Bsq., U.P. 
Ottawa, 


Dear Sir, - 

I will be glad to hear from you at your 
convenience what the chances are for opening up 
Cowichan Bay this coming season for Salmon fishing. 
You will remember the gist of several conversations 
we had on this matter, 


Yours truly, 
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Hon. R, Prefontaine, 
Minister of Marine & Fisheries, 
Ottawa. 
Dear Sir,- 

Please find enclosed a letter from one of the prin- 
cipal promoters of the Salmon Fishing and Herring Curing 
Companies in Nanaimo. 

This man ies very anxious to have Cowichan Bay open- 
ed up. Will you kindly get your Officer to write a good 
letter explaining why it wae Closed, and how impossible it 
is for you to open it at the present time, as I presume that 
is your opinion still. This man is pressing for this because 
ef the personal advantages that he might get out of it, He 
is becoming a good friend of ours, but I do not think his 
claim is reasonable, and I would like him to have a full ex- 
planation of the circumstances. 


Yours sincerely, 


s ee, ' 
T Vaca > A MO 6H. 
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MINISTER OF MARINE AND FISHERIES 


OTTAWA, CAMADA. 


17th Hareh, 1905, 
Dear Sir: 
t have your letter of the 16th inet., and that 
of iff. R.P.dohnaton, about the opening o° the “owlonan Hay. 
fhie natter will receive full attention, 


Yours truly, 


ae | 


Palph Suith, "94 . gileF 


Department of Marine and F isheries/ 


RG 23, vol. 164 
Ministére de la Marine et des Pécheries File/Dossier 583, 


Part/partie 1 


/d 


Dear Stir,~ 


In reply to your letter of inquiry ae to the 
reason for closing Cowiohen say, may oey thet until 
three years ago,this Department permitted te netting 
Of salmom end other fish in the vey jbut continued 
trouble orese, 

The Indians who heve Feserves On the river 
bitterly complained about the destruction of fish 
Upon which they have to o lerge extent relied for 
food,ond the anglers repeatedly petitioned in fevour 
of taking every step to restore the river,ae the 
finest angling river in the Prowinee, 

the Indian Department p meeed the matter, ang 
Petitions &o,. fron Victoria &o.,were received all 
urging thet the netting anould be stopped. Thia wae 
‘d0ne,end while a large number of Mshermen vere 
deprived of t eir privilege of fishing in the Bey, 
the complaints ana trouble which sontinuea for so 
many years entirely stopped, 

If 
Rolph Smith Req «.P. 


Houee of Commona, 
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May 23, 1905, JUN 9 jo9g 
PRAM? Sk UaeiCe 
LEITER bie 

I have the henor to enclose herewith copy of a 
Letter from Mr.Indian Agent Robertson,dated 22nd, instant, 
Guardian had received instructions from the Fishery 
No,@502,informing me that Mr,Colvin,the Local Pishery,In 
spector of Nanaime to forth with remove the Indian fish 
wiers in the Cowichan River,etc,, It will be noticed that 
the Agent asked Mr.Colvin to delay it for a few days,as 
he feared there might be trouble if the order was carried 
out at once, 

I interviewed Mr,Sword,Fishery Inspector for B.C, 
towday and explained the situation to him, He kindly 
wired Mr.C,Tayler,Fishery Inspector of Naniame,to the 
follewing effect:= "Unless you have absolutely decided 
better see Golvin and Indian Agent at Cowichan before in« 
sisting on removal of Indian wiers,. 

As the Department is aware,there has been a 
great deal of correspondence on this subject,the result 
being that no decided action was contemplated in regard 
to the removal of the wiers which at the present time,as 
the Agent states,is to be particularly regretted consid= 
ering that the fishing in the COwighan Lake and River, 
during the present year,has been the best experienced §~— 
during many years passed; and that one of the principal 
reasons advanced for the removal of the wiers is the 
supposed fact that their being in the River prevented the 
trout. from anand to the spawning grounde,ete, 

T have the honour to be, 

sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
(sgd) VW. Vowell, 
Supt. ef Indian Affairs, B.C, 


J -D,MeLean, Esq. ? 
Department of Indian Affairs, 
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COPY 


Sirse 
I beg te inform you that Mr,Colvin the local Fishery 


Guardian has received instructions from Mr .C,Taylor 


Fishery Inspector at Naniamo,to forthwith remove the 
AKL" 


Indian fish wiers in the Cowichan River, I have asked 
Mr,Colvin to delay a few days, as I fear there might be 
violence used if the order was carried out at once,as 
this is a question of long standing,and the Indians 
have had the support and sympathy of all the previous 
Inspectors of Fisheries and they won't understand why 
such drastic measures should be taken now, 

I am asking Mr,Taylor to come down and make a 
personal inspection of the situation, naming Wednesday 
the 24th,instant, I understand the action is taken on 
account of the report of a Mr,Galbraith a Fishery Over- 
seer from Victoria, 

It is to be regretted that this action is taken this 
year as the fishing in the Cowichan Lake and River ig 
the best it has been for some years path. 

Trusting 1. will receive your support in asking for 
the delay, 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


(sgd) W.R.Robertson, 
Indian Agent, 


A.W, Vowell ,Esq., 
Indian Superintendent, 
Victoria, 


B.C, 
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ALSOTO THE DATE OF THIS LeTTER 


IN YOUR REPLY REFER To De 4,> 
ae ata 
af 


1 Wanneta oboe vo tue 
| S@ORETARY Depy oF Ini an AFFAIRS | 
ha 


OTTAWA, 
‘ Lae CN 
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your information copy of a letter from Mr , Superintendent 


the honour to transmit’ herewith for 


Vowell,and of a communication,therein referred te, address- 
ed@ to him by Mr,Agent Robertsen »referring to threatenéé 
action in the direction of summarily removing the 
Indians' je ois the waters of the Cowichan ‘River, 
and the pessibility ef serious trouble ensuing, 

In this connection reference may be made to 
the fact that correspondence is in precess between the 
Department and Mr .Superintendent Vewell relative te the 
question of some compensation to the Indians interested as 
@ factor towards inducing them to submit to the abolition 
ef barricd&es and other obstructions in the upper waters 
of the Skeena,etc,etc, and it seems to the Department 
that in so far as the waters of the Cowichan River are cone 
cerned there can not be any such urgency as to make it 
werth while to risk the prospects of effecting such 
amicable arrangement as would assuredly be in the best 
interests of all concerned, 

I have the, honour to be, 
sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


¥.Gourdeau,Eaq., 
Deputy Minister of 
Marine and Fisheries, 
Ottawa, 
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dune 8th, 20905, 


in veply to your lettor of the 51st, ultimo, 
covering oopy of correspondence between Ssuperintentant 
Vowell and Indian Agent Rowek&eon,of the Gowichan 
Indian Agency,on the subject of instrueticns given 
by the Inapector of Pisheries for the removal of 
Indian fleh-weire in the Cowichan River,I way say 
that under the circumtanees I have coumunicated 
with Inepeotor Taylor ,and suggested that if hie ine 
structions had not already been carried out,he anould 
aaAke & perGonal investigation into the uatter, and 


report fully to thia Department, 


I an,Sir, 


Your Obedient servant, 


FP, Gourdeau, 


Deputy Uinieter of Marine and Fisheries, 


Deputy Sup't General of Indian Affaire, 
| Ottawa, 
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June 8th, ,1905, 


in Yeply to your letter of the 31et, wi« 


tino,covering copy of correspondence between Suparin« 
tendent Vowell and Indian Agent Robertecn,of the 


Gowlchan Agensy,on the subject of instructions given 
by the Inepestor of Fisheries for the removal of 
Indian fish-weilrs in the Cowichan River,I may say 
that unde the circumstances I have communicated 
with Inapeetor Taylor ,and suggested that if his in 
atructions had not already been carried Gut, he should 
make & peroonal investigation into the watter and 
reort fully to this Department, 

I have, howevor,just received a coumunica+ 
tion from Inspector of Fisheries Willian ,of Port 
Easington, galling attention to the urgeney for sone 
imaediate action as to the barricades on the Babine 
and Upper Skeena Rivers,am remarking upon the inet 
flokey of cooperation of your officials lest season, 
and as the matter is one of the gravest taportance 
to the valuable fishing interests of these Rivers,I 
must lupress upon you the neeeseity for immediate 
aetion,and should be obliged if you could at once 
inform me when arrangenonts will be effected for the 


pk Boeq., 
iy Superintendent General of Indian Affaire, 
Ottawa, 
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diseontinuanece of the ereotion and use of these ile 
legal obstruetions,to enable me to advise the Fish~ 
ery Officers they should take, 


I an,Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


FP, vourdeau, 


Deputy Minister of Marine and Fisherios, 
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W,A,F * Dis,* 


dune 8&th,,1905, 


Sinmg« 


The Departnent is in receipt of a oon Sad 
eation from the Deputy Superintendent General of Ine 
dian Affairs covering ocortain correspondence from 
the Cowichan Indian Agency,on the subject of instruc+ 
tions given by you to Pishery Guardian Golvin,to 
foxrtimwith remove Indian fish-weirs in the Cowichan 
River, 

Unless you have taken ateps to enforce 
these instructions the Department is of opinion that 
it would be well for you to personally inquire inte 
the natter,and give us the benefit of a fuil report 
on the subject,with any recommendations or sugges 
tions which you may be able to afford,looking to 


some reasonable settlement of the difficulty. 


I au,Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


R.N.Venning, 


Aesiotant Commissioner of Fisheries, 


: G, Taylor Boq., 
- Inopestor of Fisheries, 
Nanaimo B.C. 
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“ALSO TO THE DATE OF THIS LETTER 


|FILE Me OTS 
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| Secnevany Deer oF Inoran REPAIRS | JUNT 6 1905 


OTTAWA 
— wenee Re 
Sirs 
I have the honour te acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of Sth.inetant and in reply to inform you 
that the course taken by you with regard to the enforce= 
ment of the fishery regulations affecting the erection 
by the Indians of weirs and other ebstructions in the 
Cowichan River is noted. 
With regard,however,to the Upper Skeena and 
Babine Lake waters,although the Department recognises 
that the time has arrived when in the best interests of 
all classes of the community,every methed of fishing 
\ which may savour of improvidence,should be discontinued, 


part ef giving any assurance as to when if at all,arrange- 


ments wan be effected to insure the discontinuance of 
the Indian practices ebjected to, 

All that the Department ean de in the matter is 
to endeavour to arrive at some amicable arrangement with 
the Indians which may avert what it believes to be the : 
serious danger of resistance by them of the efforts of 
your efficers to enforce the regulations,which might ene 
tail among ether consequences very serious tfouble, parti- 
cularly in districts remote from access te machinery for 
the enforcement ef the lem. 

It 
¥, Gourdeau,Esq., 
Deputy Minister 
of Marine and Fisheries, 
Ottawa, 
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It appears te the Department that the hope of 
a peaceful settlement ef the difficulty can hardly dis- 
eard consideration of the question of compensation te 


=e 


some extent for what the Indians henestly and net un- 
naturally regard as their rights and it has already 
called for the information necessary to admit of an in- 
telligent consideration of that aspect of the situation, 
but the collection ef such information must necessarily 
consume some time and all the Department can bind itself 
te do is te exert its best energies te prevent the occur- 
rence of any evitable delay, 

The Department's plea fer forbearance in the 
meantime is based upon what it believes to be the best 
interests of your Department and of the public,as well as 
ef the Indians,and is urged the more strongly in view 
ef the very conflicting evidence as to the extent of 
the ebstructive effect of the weirs and barricades re- 
ferred te, 

I have the honour to be, 
sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


eh we Luadey 


Deputy Superintendent Ley oft Indian Aff 


q 
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20th dure 1905, 


Sir, 


In reply to your letter of the 18th instmt, 
on the Indien barricedes in the Babine waters, 
Skeena River and on the Cowichan River, and atating 
that,as the information aweliable is conflicting 
you are obtaining fuller anformetion, with details 

I beg to say that tre Parliementary representa~ 
tives ore urging the immediate appointment of 
Fishery Officers to patrol these wi or waters,but 
pefore this Department takes aetion I shell com» 


unieate with you agains 


Im Sits 


Your obedient HOT Nt» 


F Gourdeau 


DOPU A, Minister of Merine ond Fisheries. 
The Deputy superintendent General 
of Indien Affaire 
OCT AW As - 
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St.Mary's Mission Indian Boarding School ,Mission City,B.C,. 
2nd, July,1905, 
A.W, Vowell , Esq., 
Ind, Superint,, 
Victoria. B,C. 


sirs= 

Last winter the head chief of the Babine tribe repre 
sented to me in three consecutive letters that some party 
claiming to act in the name of some Government wanted te 
prevent the natives from taking as usual from their fishery 
their supply ef salmon for the ensuing year, and allowed 
them to fish only with nets instead of traps,as they have 
done from time, immemorial. At the same time,the chief 
very earnestly begced me to take the matter up, te you for 
redress,so that this year they may het have to fight for 
their bread - which you know dried salmon is in the netth, 
Such a pretension on the part ef an efficial--whoever he 
may be--appeared to me se monstrous that I refused to bee 

ee 

lieve it pessible and te this day I have,as you are aware, 
never. atted yet on the Indians’ suggestion, But the latter 
insist,and seem so earnest that I am almost inclined te 
suppese that some ignorant persen may indeed have committed 
the terrible blunder of trying,through his little familiar- 
ity with matters in the northern interior,te starve twe 
whole tribes of Indians,who should on the contrary be 
helped out of the public funds as a compensation for the 
less of furs they have suffered at the hands of white 
parties during these few yeats. As to their being allew 
to fish only with nets,I shall not lese my, time in con- 


sidering that eventually,since they could not $recure merely 


what would he necessary for their daily ceonsumptien 
aur ing 
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during the fishing seasen,and would have literally te 


starye from the beginning of September to the middle ef 
July. I must apeligise for pointing out what seems to me to 
self-evident. Yet,to show that the same ecenomical condit- 
tens have prevailed in the nerth as leng as can be remem 
bered,I take the liberty of enclosing the MS.ef an addite 
ion to the forthcoming 3rd.,edition of my last book,which 
contains part of a letter from John Stuart after whom 
Stuart Lake was named, Please remember that when he and I 
speak of starvation,we mean what we say,as whenever the 
Indians fail to get a sufficient supply of salmen - even 
though they fish with traps - we,the H.B.Ce.and I,had te 
feed them,or several among them,to prevent them from dying 
ef hunger, Should,however,your intervention be actually 
needed,I pray that it may be used as soon as possible,even 
by telegraph if necessary,as salmon will first appear at 
Babine between the I0th and 15th.instant, 

Another matter to which I would draw your attention 
is the urgent necessity of having the land of the Tsisk Re- 
serve No,5,to the southeast of the Bulkley river,transferr- 
ed to the Ackwilgates,whose present Reserve is manifestly 
insufficient, It was handed over by mistake to the Hazelten 
Indians by the late Mr.O'Reilly, & timber reserve to the 
southeast ef Recher Deboulé or Ackwilgate is moreover quite 
necessary to the Indians of that place, 

I have the honour to be,Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


(sed) .A.G.Morice,O.M.I, 


Enclosure, 
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In a letter dated 25th. April 1815,he gives ex- 
pression to ideas cencerning the latter country and its 
aberiginies,seme ef which will bear reproduction heres 
"The Salmen failed with us last Season", he writes, 


"This generally occurs every secend year ,and completely se 


every fourth year,at which peried the native starve in 


every direction,. They are of a lazy indolent disposition, 
and as a livelihood is rather easily precured, seldom give 
themselves much treuble in hunting the beaver or any animal 
of the fur kind. We have no buffale,er deer,except cariboux 
(reindeer); and not many even of these; se that, properly 


speaking,we may say that water alone supplies the peeple 


of New Caledonia with food, 

"The natives are numereus,and live stationary in vil-« 
lages of the same description as those on the lower part of 
the Columbia, In their leeks and manner they bear a great 
affinity to the Chinook, The meaning of their natienal 
name is "Carriers";but the people of the village have a 
SONIE Kkepenseren; BUEXEUKEXES TE GAL AMEX BUNS HREXSR 
separate denomination, The Carriers are naturally of an 
epen and hospitable dispesitien,but very vielent,and subject 
to sudden gusts of passion,in which much bleed is often 
shed, However, those quarrels are soon made up & as soon 
fergetten" ("Adventures on the Columbia River" by Ross Cox, 


P.193,ene vel, Edition,) 
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tea 128,878 
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SULT 
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swe | cr RR Nav I ¥35e 


Ottawa, 1l4th.July, 1905, 


sir: 

I have the honour te refer te your letter ef 
20th.ultime and prier cerrespendence on the subject ef 
the enforcement ef the Fishery Regulations as against 
Indians in British Celumbia‘and te transmit herewith a 
cepy ef a communication received from the Rev.A,G,Merice, 
O.M.I.,in the course of the cellection of infermatien 
which you were advised was being made by the hepei'tuneatt 

The Rev.A.G.Morice up to a short time age had 
been resident for years past at Stuarts Lake,and travelled 
extensively threugh the Babine Districts and his letter 
is sent to you at this juncture merely in suppert ef 
the Department's centention that in the interests ef all 
cencerned the matter ef regulating the Indians’ metheds 
eof fishing,although doubtless ef pressing importance, 
should nene the less be dealt with santdouaiy. 

I have the heneur to be, 
sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
/ 


{ 
Af 


Wh 
ma P aliens) ; 
Deputy moni Kear ales A xi ia 
> 
¥,Gourdeau,Esq., 


Deputy Minister eof Marine & Fisheries 


Ottawa, 
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Tn the latter part of May e@ mumber of Complaints came to me 
abowt the Indi ans fishing in the Cowichan River,and that thétr 
methods of fishing was illegal. I instructed Fishery Guardian 
Colvin te stop the Indians from ug b nl in the River and also not 


to n Diphe ieee erect any more in the River, They had 
three ee ta operation, 


The firet of June I visited the Gowichan River and in company 


with Mr. Robertson, Indian Agent for that District, a F shery 
Guemdien Colvin, I made a thorough inspection of the Bee 
by the Indies. I informed the Indians, as there was a larg number 
present, that I hed instrueted Mr. Colvin to see that the Bik in 
were.apened during Saturday and Sunday of each week, and before the 
Indians went away , whieh would be sbout the first of July"they were to 
Remove all the (ong ill the River, To this the Indians agreed, 

The Indien Agent also was perfectly satisfied with the 
course I hed taken. I would recommend for th protection of the 
fish, that the Indians be not allowed to Place ‘&™ mine again in the 
River. I know from my long acquaintance with the Indiene on 


Vancouver Island that they will be able to ne 2 the fish they 
require for their own use, without resorting to arisen’ si Agein, 
She Indien 2eservations at Cowichan containgagricultural land that is 
“equol to my in this Province, 

Trusting that my action in connection with this aiftiouty 
at Cowichan will meet with your approval. 


I em, sir, 
Your obedient servent, 
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5 beg to draw your attention 
to the disgraceful) destruction of Fish which has been and is now 
itil, oh ta Uhh Hindinn 0 tendeennen tatins Weirs , nets .and trepe 
of a1 descriptions are being used daipy. Scarcely afay passes in 
which I @o not receive complaints frombnglers returning fron fishing 
trips utterly disgusted with the open manner in which the lews aré 
being violated, Only yesterday o gentleman called on ne and told ne 
that he had returned from three days trip fron one of our best known 
Trout streams, after fishing without @ucceas, he happened one day 
to go up the riversone miles higher than he had préviously been, 
there he found thet some Indiens had wet dnet right ecdposs the 
water, andumawere engaged in driving fish into it by stabting sone 
Two miles above the net, ink their cances ,and Grifting down beating 
the water before then with sticks and eo frightening the fish into 
their net . the officials here are utterly useless, complai&ts are 
Gisregarded, and the offenders break the lawe in broad daylight 
faphe most open manner ,confident that they will not be interferred 
WHR, and in this they are perfestiy correct, as no case has been 
| pO eS except ome which occured last : 

st teh i tM tine ok fn : 
Sia saia a iceaian , oe 
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ters to remove the weits sad sete fron the Govichan ant other 
rivers on Wancouvers Island, I do not know whether this ie so or 
nots bat whet Ido} Know ia thet the wésre end mete are still thers. 

The Vancouver Island Pigh andGame club, lest Spring were instru 
“eental 1 evtting © shipment of sone quarter of « niin stnants 
Salmon eggs for @istrubution in the rivers of B. CG. but if the Indians 
sat others are stlowet to dectrop the fiah in thie wheleeste neaner 
our efforts to improve the fihing is so much waste tine. Tam glad 
to say that the c, p, Ry. are taking this matter up since they ace 
“aired the Eequinelt & Nanaimo Ry Land Grant . The Fishing in 
rivers by moana of weirs end note in ahestateiy s1teg, and unless 


the Lew with regardto them is inforced, it woud be much betterito 
have it taken off th- Statutes. 


Yours faithfully, 


37. Trounce . Avenue. 
Victorie. B. Cc. 


RG 23, vol. 164 

Department of Marine and Fisheries/ ’ $83 
t des Pécheries File/Dossier 583, 

Ministére de la Marine e Part/ ie l 


ca 


‘npn ttt, 


Yourletter of the 14th, instant ,enclosing 
Reverend Father Movice's communication on the Skeena 
River obstructions by Indians,has been received, and 
I may say that the wholesale destruction of spawn 
ing salmon,upon which the great saluwon industry of 
the north so largely depends,and which salmon are 
used not merely for food by the local resident tribes; 
but are sold te miners ,prospectors,etc,,and even 
distributed to Indians from the head waters of the 
Praser River,threatens most serious results to the 
industry,and the Department has therefore sent three 
Officers to the Babine waters, These Officers have 
been instructed to act with eaution; but to see that 


abuses are not allowed, 


I aii, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


F .Gourdeau, 


Deputy Minieter of Marine and Fisheries, 


Pedley Eeq., 
Deputy Superintentent-deneral of Indian Affairs, 


Ottawa, 
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July Slet,,1905, 


Referring to your letter of the 19th, ine 
etant,I may say that the Department wae disposed to 
let the Cowichan matter reeset until the Commission 
investigated 1+ and reported; but if the course’ you 
have adopted suceeeda,the fishermen vill greatly 
benefit,as the weirs are most destructive in their 


erfects, 


I e317, 


Your obedient servant, 


R.N.Venning, 


Assistant dommiesioner of Fisheries, 


| E,G,Taylor Beq., 


Inspeetor of Fieneries, 
Nanaiino ,5.0, 
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St.Mary's Missien Bearding Seheel, 
Mission City,B.C.,15th,July, 1905, 


The Heon,Indian Superintendent, 
Victoria, Bg, 


Sir: 

With regard te your reply ef the 6th.inst. te my letter 
concerning the hinderances put at Babine in the way ef the 
Indians getting their usual supply of salmen -- reply which 
I. am sorry absence from home prevented me from neticing 
goener-~- allew me to remark that I am fully aware ef the 
Mina and effective interest which your Department has cen- 
stantly taken in premeting the welfare and pretecting the 
rights ef these Indians te whom I expect te return shertly. 

T am glad that the subject ef my communicatien has already 
engaged your attention,but at the same time must cenfess te 
a feeling of disappointment at realizing that people have 
indeed been found whe are seo little au fait with the cen= 
ditiens of the Nerthern Interier Indians as te suppese fer 
a moment that they ceuld live without their usual steck ef 
samon,which only weits and traps will supply in anything 
like sufficient quantities,while it happens at times that 
even those means preve hesthaesa,, 

As to the contents ef the letter frem Jehn Stuart to 
the effect that,in New Caledonia,water only supplies man with 
alimentary resturces,you say that "conditions have evidest- tte 
"ly changed samewhat since that time", Now,Sir, I hope yeu 
Will beldeve me when I state fnem my own intimate knowledge 
of the place and people that these conditions are far 
werse than in J.Stuart's tine, Then furs were to be ; 
had in plenty,and the needs ef the natives were few, Tepeay 
it may be said that all the furs the latter can gather 


barely 
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barely suffice te previde them with clething (all ef which 
was of skins and beather at Babine at the time of J.8.'s 
writing) and anmunition,tegether with a few necessaries of 
medern life (likewise then of native manufacture fer the 
most part ef that place),such as kitchen utensils,material 
fer nets,axes,etc., The food of the Babipes all the year 
reund is salmon,dried salmeon,and hardly anything but salmon, 
Even potatoes have never been successfully grown at the 
upper end ef their lake where their pricipal village is 

te be found, The hunter and trapper,as they leave their 
heme fer the forest,take aleng their pack of dried salmen 
fer their own subsistence and baits,while their families 
in the village have generally nothing te eat but salmen, 

As te money,which you seem te suppese is new much 
mere plentiful than fermerly,it has 6f late years been 
intreduced te a limited extent among the Indians ef the 
Bulkley Valley,but is still practically unknewn ef the 
Babines ef Interior,whe dwell east ef the Coast range 
ef mountains - and these are precisely the cemplainants, 
Occasionally their young men will get a job,such as paek- 
ing er tebagganing for the Omineca miners ~ there are. ne 
agricultural settlers in their country-~but these parties 
are mestly people without families,and the main bulk of 


the tribe is left te its fare ef dried salmon, Moreover, 


the necessaries of life are se very costly in the inter- 


ier that the little money earned is seon spent, 

I am glad to learn that your attention has already 
been called te the questien of the manifestly insuffici- 
ent reserve ef the Ackwilgates,near Hazelten, As a matter 
ef fact,I am afraid I have been remiss in treating ef that 
and the preceding questien,beth of which I had leng age 


been requested te bring te your netice, 


Heping 
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Heping that prempt and just actien on the part 
the pm per authorities will prevent all danger ef a cen= 
flict with aberigines whe have a right te live in their 
own country, 

I have the honer te be, 
sir, 
Your dedient servant, 
(signed) .A.G.Merice, 
O.M.I. 
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REPLY REFER TO 


sane 128, 847 


ALSO To THE DATE OF THIS LETTER 


FILE Na, 54 


i FISHERIC® 
t aeaaewe é AUGTY 1008 


| Stometany Dept oF INDIAN ArFains 
t j 


SO WERNER hou ERE @ORERASPOND ioe 
LETTEX WHE? y; 


Ottawa, 10th. August, 1905, 


sir: 
I have the heneur te acknewledge the receipt 
of your letter ef Slet,ultime and in reply te inform 
you that the action taken by yeur Department fer the pre- 
vention ef abuses in cennection with the salmen fisheries 
in the Babine waters has been neted,and in this connection 
te tranamit fer your infermatien cepy ef anether cemmnuni- 
catien addressed by the Rev, Father Merice te Mr,Superine 
tendent Vewe11, 
I have the heneur te be, 
gir, 


Yepr ebedient servant 


ay ee 


+ a 


Secretary, 


¥,Geurdeau, Esq., 
Deputy Minister ef Marine & Fisheries, 
Ottawa, 
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26th July, 1905 


J Musgrave, BOG +, 
Hon,»8eo.Vancouver Isl4.FPinh & dame Club, 


Viotoria,8.¢, 


Dear Sir, 

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
in regard to the destruction or rieh in the rivera of 
Vaneouver Inlanca. 

When the British doluwhia Pinhes lea Conmiesion 
meet I would eugecost vaur sendin A Popresen 
your Club who will be heara berore the 


Yours truly, 


R, PREFONTAINE 
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F. Gourdeau, Esq., “Vv 
Deputy Minister of Marine & Pisheries, 
COTTA kh 


Dear Sir:— Cowichan River Fisheries« Vancouver Island, 


nluiinidinieiliidivtdhdadiuhdk tk ee ee 


You informed me some days ago that the question of 

the protection of the fisheries and of game generally on Vans 

couver Island was under consideration by the Department. J 

em advised thet no instructions have yet been given to prevent 

the Indians fron netting on the Cowichan River. The following 

is an extract from a repart on the subject which I take the literty 

of submitting for the serious consideration of the Minister 

in order that steps may be taken to prevent the illegal fish 

ing and shooting now indulged in:~ * Owing to the non~protection 
"of the game and fish the sport will rapidly be depleted unless 

* some vigorous steps are taken to guerd the game = acsceun shoot= 

" ing fowl and animals dbt of Beason, ani the resort to ‘detra, 

“nets and dynenite for the capture of the fish. The Indians, 

@ Others, are simply exterminating the fish and game and in 


" the interests of the Island I wish you would take the matter 
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"up with the Minister of Marine © Pisheries at Ottawa so that 


“strict instructions may be issued and enforced for the intelli~ 
“gont and reasonable protection of sport on Vancouver Island. 
“Bverything possible should be done to wisely guard and propagate 
“the game, and I am sure that the Minister will be glad to 
“exercise his authority to stop the wanton destruction that is 
“too evidently going on.” 

1 shall be much obliged if you will bring this matter 
before the Minister and advise me of any action that may be 
taken therein. 


Yours truly, 
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August 16th, ,1905, 


With reference to previous correspondence 
on the subjeot,l beg to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the LOth, inotant,f.rwarding a copy 
of & communication dated 16th, ultimo from the Rew 
erend Pather Morice,on the subjeet of the use by tile 
Indians in the Babine Waters of weirs and traps for 


the purpose of catching salmon, 


I an,sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


F,Gourdeau, 


Deputy Minieter of Marine and Picheries, 


of Indian Affairs, 


Ottawa, 
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Auguot S0th, ,1905. 


* 


in reply to your Letter of the 21st. ine 
stant,on poaching in Yancouver Island,you are of 
course aware that this Departwent has no coneern 
with game as the protection of euch is solely in 
tne hands of the Provinos: but witad reapest vo the 
pr tection of fish, especially gane fish,I am happy 
to gay that the Department han taken very effective 
atepe,and indeed at the tide that I spoke to you on 


the matter,an Inspector of Fishe: jes was reporting 


on tne sRIRII: I enclose a copy Of his report ,and 


you will see frou the active steps taken that the 
wanton destruction complained of will be largely put 
a stop to; but of eouree the Indian rights complicate 
the matter, and communications are nov passing between 
this Departaent and that of Indian Affaire on this 
question. 

Yours faitnfully, 
¢.Drinkwater Beq., 
F ,Gourdeau, 


Canadian Pacific Rellway, 


vontreal, 


Department of M 
arine and Fish 
rt eries/ R 
stére de la Marine et des Pécheries pal be ge 
Part/partie 1 ; 


/s 


August 24th,,1905, 


Reforring to the matter of the alleged 
destruction of salmon by the Indiane in the Upper 
Skeena waters, British Columbia ,which has previously 
been brought to the notice of your Department,I beg 
to enclose a copy of a report from Fishery Officer 
Helgesen on the subject,who,with three other sub+ 
ordinate Officers were instructed to go to the Up- 
per Skeena and prevent unnecessary destruction of 
svawning ealmon by the Indians, 

They vere instructed to act with disere- 
tion,and from the report you will see the course 
adopted; but one grave difficulty in the policy fa~ 
youred by ir, Helgesen is this: that wmtever is 
done in the Upper Skeena is likely to be demanded 
at the head waters of other western rivers ,and I 
should be glad to learn fran you vhat view your De~ 
partwent takes of this watter,and whether you are’ 
prepared to bear the cost of furnishing the required 
nets to the Fishery Officers for the purpose refor= 
red to in the report,as this would seem a way out 
of the difficulty and the cost thereof would appear 
to be a charge which your Departwent might fairly 
bear. 

I an, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
F .Gourdeau, 
Deputy Minieter of Marine and Picheries 
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YOUR REPLY REFER To “ 


ail 269, 840 = 
ALSO TO THE OATE OF THIS KETTER PIQHERI 


SEPI9 
- oo case 
fae an \ ae ad 4 


| \ TTER S 
OTTAWA, Bastille 


sida 


Le. gg erp 


Ms tM acu fr tef-orh 
an p. Le hes Ay th 
Sire fc VM 
ea) @zE LG OS", 
I have the honeur to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of 24th, ult imo, transmitting copy of a 
report from Fishery Officer Helgesen of his visit te 
the Upper Skeena for the purpose ef preventing unnecess= 
ary destruction of spamming salmon by the Indians,and in 
reply to eiptess gratification that so little friction 


ppears to have attended the accomplishment of his 


Ottawa, 15th, September, 1905, 


‘mission, 

With regard to furnishing nets, and your ine 
quiry as to whether the Department is prepared to bear 
the cost,it feels that some further informtion is ree 
quired in order to admit of a proper consideration of 
the matter, 

So far suggestions have been in the direction 
of compensating individual Indians who Claim under tribal 
laws and custome a hereditary right to erect and oper 
‘ate barricades, but compensation and consequent allayment 
of feeling by means of the issue of nets would appear to 
have one feature at any rate, strongly in its favour, vist- 
that it would practically furnish relief to those who 
would probably suffer most severely from any distress thet 
might result from the enforcement of the regulations, 

™ 


4 


¥, Gourdeau, Esq, ® 
Deputy Minister of Marine & —/ 


Ottawa, 
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In order therefore to assist in an intelligent 
consideration of the suggestion the Department wif be 
glad if you will kindly ascertain and inform it as to 
the grounds upon which those who were s0 regarded were 
considered to be “entitled to a net” whether the number 
to whom nets were issued included all the Indians in the 
whole district who were deemed “entitled",or if net how 
many more would have an equal claim,and whether renewal 
of the issue,and if so at what intervals,is céntemplated 
also the cost of purchad ng and delivering each net, 

The Department moreover would like to know in 
what other Agencies besides the Babine and Cowichen, it 
is proposed to enforce the regulations to an extent te 
suggest consideration of the advisability of giving oom 
pensation or assistance to the Indians who would be 
affected, 

I have the honour to be, 
sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Deputy Superint enden eral of 
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List of names of Babine Indians entitled to 
nets for season I1906,as compiled by Overseer 
Helgesen this season. 


Kispoyios Jim 
Candole 

Tyee Mitchell 
Gulosse 
Moyeze 


Antoine 
Alexce 
Johnnie T. G. 
Adam 

Madole 
Micheal Cuse-tla 
Ploawa 
Keyemele 
John 

Tom John 
Togun 

Czar 

Joseph 

Big George 
Alex Madame 
Thos Lolla 
James 

Whees 
Charley 
Alex Thee 
Johnnie Hall 
Rose 


Sam Batiste 
Lame Whese 
Duck Williams 
01d Hall 
Pelgagel 
Donald 

Lame William 
Stemislass 
Ambrose 

Old Gale 
Charles Sah 
Patrick 

014 Thomas 
Blind man 
Leon 

Peter 

Mrs Dam 
Peerre 

Bill Syened 
Charles Cha 
Bob 

Dogan 
Daniel 
Tsaac 
Little Jim 
Hal-loui 
Francis 


Seymour Little Tommie 
John Williame 
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Inspector's Office, 


PORT ESSINGTON, B.C., 


__Ostober T9th 1906 jo, 


John-T Williams Esq 
Inspector of Fisheries. 
PORT ESSINGTON B.C, 


According to your instructions, herewith beg to 
hand you a short report ae requeste@ in connection 
with the distribution of nets,to Indiens in the 
Upper Skeena District under my charge,also touching 
on the number of Old Indians,whom I consider will 
suffer privation,this winter because of the recent 
enforcement of the Fishery Regulations. 

I beg to state thet efter preparing a list wherein 
all the Babine Indians were carefully considered 
this summer,there were found to be 67 entitled to 

a net( as per enclosed list of names),and I accord - 
ingly distributed the net,I received as a gift 
from the Cannerymen,in 57 parts,one hundred fect 
each ,extension measurement,this would have heen 
highly satisfactory had it been new web,instead of 
old or or web that had been used, | 


‘Of all. the ) Thaians in the Upper Skeana District. 


under ny charge,only the Babine 

Indians of Worricetown ere affected sariouslys, — 
pili lan 

We destroyed coatly barricades in Babine last 

summer,which up to that time had been the only 

means by which theyobtained the winter supply of 
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food, therefore I consider they are entitled to 
hets,in the way of compensation. 
| It will take 5,700 feet of web extension measure-+ 


ment to suffice next epring,and will cos} approx- 
imately $250.00,thie will satisfy them. 

I have promised the Morrice town Indians net which 
I oan get from the Canneries,and which they will 

be satisfied with. " 

All the remainder 4f the Indians in every locality 
where salmon go up, are fishing with hooks and 
spears,in the usual way,and are not effected by 

the new system,and they all seem to be happy and 
contented. 

I may also state that they were not promised new 
web every year,as a new net will last two or three 
years. 

There are in all I5 old people in Babine,and I had 
detirmined to look to their condition in the Fall 
and had I found their supplies ecant,I should have 
recommended assistance; However before leaving 
Babine in September last,I counted all the salmon 
put up in every place around the Lake,and found 

no less than 40000 dried salmon,or over 600 to the 
family,and they were still catching a goodly number 
of large spring salmon,,to say nothing of the steel 
headsand cohoes that would come later!on, 

So I am happy to state that there will be no want 
of food this winter among the Babine tribe. 

But I regret to say that this is not so with the 
Merricetown Indians,they have no supplies ,not- : 
. withetanding the fact that they have fished dilli- 
gently,and not an account of the recent enforce- 

Y ment of the Fishery Regulations,but because the 
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Bulkley River and tributaries,are fished out 
entirely; There are four or five old people that 
will suffer through want of food this winter,and 
it would be a charitable act on the part of the 
Government to aseist them this winter,such aseie - 
tance can only be rehdered by the Hudeon Bay Compy 
or other store at Haselton,as navigation on the © 
Skeena is now closed for the winter. 

Trusting thie report will meet with your setisfact - 
ion and approval, 


I am Sir 
Your obedient servant 


4 fiebyreoe 


Overseer for Upper Skeena Dist 
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September Alst,,1905, 


I enolose copy of a letter sent by the 
Deputy Minister to the Department of Indian Affairs, 
ag well as the reply of that Department thereto,and 
I should be obliged for a full report from you to 
enavle the Departoent to reply inteliigibly to the 
Deputy Superintendent General of Indian Affairs, 

Please return the enclosures with your re~- 


port. 


I an,Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


R.N,Venning, 


Assistant Commissioner of Fisheries, 


0.7 ,Wiliians Roq,, 


Inepeetor of Fisheries, 
Port, Rasington,B,C., 
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Inspector's Office, 
PORT ESSINGTON, B.C., 


_. October I9th 1906 190 


T am in receipt of your letter of the @Iet of Sept 
ember I905,and numbered 303I,also enclosing a letter 
sen Ythe Deputy Minister to the Department of Indian 
Affairs,and the reply of that Department therete, 
requesting information in connection with the pre- 
posal of Overseer Helgesen to supply some ef the 
Indians of the Upper Skeena with nets to eatch their 
winter supply of food, 

I beg herewith to enclose a report from Ur Helgeses 
on this subject,which speaks for itself,und f have 
pleasure in endorsing all he says,in this wun oot fon , 
more especially as the cost of this web de nominak 
considering the amount of trouble it will sbviete. 

I am gratified at the successful outcome af this 
important work,the results of which will be fully 
appreciated by the Department,when they regeive my 
annual report,in which will be embodied ay exhaua - 
tive report of Overseer Helgesen,on his werk and - 
observations during the season on the Uppar Skeena. 
I strongly advocate Mr Nelgesen's proposale in this 
connection,and urge the Department to adopt his 
suggestions. | I enclose 


R. WN. Venning Esq 
Assistant Commissioner of Fisheries 
OTTAWA 
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correspondence as requested. 


I am Sir , 


Your obedient servant 


What Midiinsees 


Inspector of Fisheries. 
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October 51st, 92905, 


On Peceipt of your letter of the 15th, ul~ 
timo,I coumunicated with the Inspector of Fisheries 
for the District with the object of eliciting the 
information desired by you touching the suggested 
meane of overcoming the @iffic.ilty with regard to 
dealing with the Indiane on the Upper Skeena River 
and others sowewhat similarly situated in respect 
of the enforcement of Fishery Regulations ,desi ned 
for the perpetuation of the fisheries in the general 
interest. 

I au just in reeeipt of a communication 
from Inspector Williams covering an interim report 
from Pishery Overseer Helgesen,which deals with the 
question of otipplying the Indians with nete,and ‘appears 
to convey the idea that in 4 great measure the dior 
abilities ean be ove¥oome,in @ manner at once inex+ 
pensive and satisfactory to the confilleting interests, 

Copies of these I enclose for your informas 
tion, : ; 

It will be observed that in the opinion & 
Me, Helgesen,only the Babine and Morricetown Indians 
are seriously affeeted,and it is gratifying to learn, 
with reepect to the former,that the conditions are 
euch as to preclude the danger of want during the, i 

winter. “ 
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winter, 

Clrounstances are, however ,not so favoum 
able with the Morricetown Indians ,who,it appears, 
have no supplies,although thie unfortunate condi tion 
is not attributable to the enforeenent of the Pish+ 
ery Regulations; but to the depletion of the fiah- 
eries,a contingency thie Department has been aiming 
to obviate there,as elsewhere, In the light of ur, 
Helgesen's report,it way become a question for your 
Departuent to consider remedial measures, 

It 16 pleasing to note the following para« 
Graph in Mr, Helgesen's report: := 

All the remainder of the Indians,in every 

lo@ality where saluon 6° Up,are fishing with hooks 
and spears in the usuel way,and are not affected 


by the new syeten,and they all seem to be happy 
and contented,* 


Seeee 


You will note the prejudice against the 
Second hand nets which were distributed amony the 
Indians,being the gift of the eannery wen, 

It may be that the information herein gon= 
tained 7111 enable you to consider the question in 
the line of my letter of the 24th, Auguat last. The 
cost of the neta compared with the benefit likely 
to be derived and the eontentment to be engendered, 
seeme trivial,and there appeare to be every proppect 
of the Indians being brought to appreciate that the 
efforts of the Department to conserve the fisheries 
must ultimately redound to their benefit, 


I ou ,Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


F,Gourdeau, 


Deputy Minister of Marine and Pisheries, 
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January Sth, ,1906, 


With reference to previous correspondence 
on the subjeet of supplying nete to tie Dabine In 
dians,a® a substitute for the barriers fornerly used 
by them,I beg to state that this Department is in 
reocei t of a eoununication fran the Seeretary of 
the Departuent of Indian Affairs ,annowmcing that 
provision had been wade by that Department for a sun 
of Two Itundped and Fifty Dollars for the purchase 
next epring of neve for the Indiana of the Babine 
Agency, 


I an,Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


R.N.Venning, 
AsGistant Commissioner of Fisherive, 


@.? Wilidace Req., 
tnvpeetor of Fisheries, 


Vancouver ,},¢, 


Sl mkt lh a ip 


Department of Marine and Fisheries/ RG 23, vol. 164 
Ministére de la Marine et des P@cheries File/Dossier 583, 
Part/partie 1, 


PUBLIC ARCHIVES 
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES 


CANADA 


W.A.F, 


2253 & 583, } January 5th. , 1906. 


In continuation of previous correspondence touching 
the conditions obtaining with reference to the Indiana in 
British Golumbia,in relation to the abolition of salmon 
welrs,which formed barriers to the ascent of fish to their 
spawning beds,I am to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 3rd, instant,in which vou inform this Department that 
your Department is providing Two Hundred and Fifty Doliare 

purchase next Spring of nets for the Indians of? the 
LB Agency, 

Incidentally you rerer to a report of Pishery Over— 
seer Helgosen as to the necessity for larie expenditures to- 
werds removing Obatructions to thea ascent of Lan in the 

RIVER, Quoting Tndian Agent Loring on the subject, 
and asking if any provision is to be made for the work by 
this Department’ 

In reply I may say that although this work will 
cost in the vicinity of Two Thousand Dollars,it is the in- 
tention of the Department to proceed with the necessary work 
without delay,and the Inspector of Fisheries has been 
authorized to maké all preliminary arrangements to that end.o 

With this and other large expenditures tp secure 


the free run of fish to their spawning grounds you will 


J,D.Mchean Esq., 
Sec'y Department of Indian Affaire, 
Ottawa, readily 
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readily porcsive the urgency of instilling into the Indians 
the idea of a more provident mothod of fishing: than that 
obtaining in the use of barriers. 

It is gratifying to appreciate, howaver, that some 
means is in sight by which the action of the Departments 
Cail Make to the general prosperity of the Indiana and the 


béatterment of the Fisheries. 


Gourdeau, 


{f Marine and Misheries. 
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Aberdeen,3.0.August 29th. ,19 


fon. L.P.Brodeur, : 
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, 
Ottawa. 


Babine Indians erected barricades. Have resisted arrest and 
assaulted Fishery Guardians. Authorities there unable to cope with 
situation. Militia now necessary to enforce Fisheries Act. Have with~ 
draw Pishery Guardians until assistance arrives. Wire instructions. 


J.7.Williems, 
Inepestor of Fisheries. 


Hon, L.P. Brodeur, Aberdeen,B.6.,Aug. 29th.,'06. 
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, 


Ottawa, 


Pistery Guardians Babine Lake assaulted by Indians who have 
erected barricades. Prompt action necessary if laws are to be enforced, 


W.Sloan. 


Hon. L.P .Brodeur, Vancouver ,B.0.,Aug. 29th. ,06. 
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, 


Ottawa. 


Alarming reports from Babine Lake. Indians rising against Fishery 
Guardians removing dams. See message from Mr. Sweeney. 


R.G.MacPherson, 


Hon. L.P.Brodeur, Vancouver ,B.¢. 
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, Aug. 29th.1906. 
Ottawa. 


Skeena canners report by wire Babine anand Indians have erected 
barricades; have resisted arrest and have assaulted Fishery Guardians. 
Prompt action necessary. Authorities here unable to cope with the situa~ 
tion. One hundred militia will be required. Non-capture of recent murder- 
er has encouraged Indians to defy law. We are of opinion alarm justified. 
Provincial authorities have been notified. Most important Fishery au- 

thorities should be supported in removing obstructions referred to. 


0. Sweeney, 
B.C.Fisheries Commissioner. 


Aberdeen,B.0.Aug. 29th.,06. 


Ottawa. 


Babine Indians erected barricades,resisted arrest and assaulted 
ishery Guardians. Spawning ground must be protected or canning industry 
11 be paralyzed on Skeena River, Situation beyond control of Govern~ 
als here. Magistrate at Hazelton afraid of serious trouble 
overnment takes strong action. Militia will have to be ¢ ¢ 
with situation. 


Wallace Bros, Packing 00, 


Department of Marine and Fisheries/ 
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aperdeen,P.0-Aug. ‘goth, 1906. 


e 2B. Prinos, 
 ‘Fishert op Com'r ,Ottawa. 


Babine Indians erected blockades defied law, assaulted Fishery 
ofticers,wno have left. Situation very serious. Beyond oontrol of au- 
 therities there. Have wired to Ottawa if law to be enforced, Will re- 

quire militia. 


J.T Williams, 
Inspector of Fisheries. 


TELEGRAMS SENT. 


Ottawa, August 50th. ,1906. 


J.T Williams, 
Inspector of Fisheries, 
Aberdeen,B.Cc. 


Telegram received. Wire fullest reports as to conditions, giving 
detaile as to seriousness of resistance and designating persons to be 
arrested. Also if you consider this a general uprising,or if confined 
only to one locality. 


L.P.Brodeur. 


Wm. Sloan M.P., Ottawa, August 29th. ,1906. 
Aberdeen,B.C. 


Re Babine matter,am in communication with Indian Department as to 
action. 


L.P.Brodeur. 


Ottawa, August 50th.,1906. 


R.G.MaoPhereon MAP ss 
Vancouver,B.C. 


Am procuring full reports. Will take immediate action re resia- 


tance Indians. “ 


L.} .Broadeur. 


Ottawa, Auguat 50th.,1906. 


G. Sweeney, 
B.0 Fisheries Oom'r, 
Vancouver 2. Q. 


Procuping fru reporta. Immediate action will be taken. 
Lis P.Brodeur. 
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" He Fisheries Act ‘provides that onie-t nd 
of a river or stream,and not less than two-thirds of 


the main ohannel at low tide,shall be left tnobetrust= 
ed, See Sub-sedtion 4 of section 14, 


S0th,,»1906. 
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS 


All messages are received by this Company for transmission, subject to the terms and conditions printed on 
their Blank Form No. 2, which terms and conditions have been agreed to by the sender of the following message. 


This is an unrepeated message, and is delivered by request 0 of the mA er under these conditions, 
B. &. JENKINS, Gen. Evyt., Winnipeg, Man 
J WILSON, Supt., Vancouver, B.C. 


J. TAIT, Avet. Supt., Winnipeg, Man, JAS. KENT, 


rr iheiomaray Telegraphs, Montreal. 


w 


A136Ra Ab Be 21 Collect: 250 and \ ; 
ABERDEEN, 3. 0. AUGHS? 

Hon. H. P. Brodeur, 
Mini 


Ottawa, Ontario, 


Fishery guardians Babine’ Lake Assaulted by Indians who have erec 


-ted barricades prompt action necessary if laws are to be enforced. 
Ym. Sloan. 


255pm. 
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Ottawa, August 29th,,1906, 


Wm. . a wPa 
po Rr vie Ashorort. 


Re Babine matterjan in commmication with Indian Department as 
to action, 


L.P.Brodeur,. 


Ottawa, August 29th.,1906. 


, taster of Pipheries 
. itil Port Beeington,B.c. 


ent informed Babihé Lake Indfatie nave erected barrt- 
Sitar cad. Gas do you suggest to have. law Tree 


RW. Venning. 


Ghg. Ms & F. 
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
All messages are received by this Company for transmission, subject to the terme and conditions printed ow 
ve been agreed to by the sender of the following message, 


their Blank Form No. 2, which terms and conditions 
sender under these conditions. 


This is an umrepeated message, and is delivered by request 
B. &, JENKINS, Gen. Supt., Winnipeg, Mana A. W. BARBER, Supt., 
J. WILSON, Supt., Vancouver, B.O. FS ,Bicmahosoi, Neer 


boii J. TAIT, Asst, Supt., Winnipes. Man, 
sasiedheteeemnimatnteniaeeeemmenemmmetian mira Tere emeaennaemammmmmemanmamedl 


A~261.RA V.F.9.50PM. 


70-3 RX. natty Eero 
Vancouver.B.0. August sbiicione IAL] 


Hen. L.P.srodeur, 

Minister Marine .0ttawa.ont. 
Skeena Canners report by wire Babine Indians have erected barricades 
have resistsd arrest and assaulted Fishery Guardians.Prompt action 
necessary.Authorities here unable te cope with the situation.one 
hundred militia will be required.Non-capture of recent murderer has 
encouraged Indians to defy law.We are of epinien alarm justified. 
Provincial authorities have been notified.Most important fishery 
authorities should be supported in removing obstructions referred to. 
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All messages are received by this Company for transmission, subject to the terms and conditions primted en 
their Blank Form No. 2, which terms and conditio ave been agreed to by the sender of the following message. 
This is an unrepeated message, and is delivered by reque the sender under these conditions. 

’ S SINS, Gen. Evyt., Winnipeg, Man 
irk Nake ee gal add, Lo A. W. BARBER, Supt,, Tor 


J. WILSON, Supt, Vancouver, B.C, jxo F, RICHARDSON. Supt.> Y JAS. KENT, 
J, TAIT, Asst. Supt., Winnipeg, Man. . W, SNIDER ,Supt., St, John, Manager Telegraphs, 


Awn242.RA.V.FP. 8.14PM, 


56 —- 4ex Via Ashcroft 


Aberdean.B.C. August 29th-1906 __ I ]h 


Hon W Pomploman, 

Minister Inland Revenue,.Ottawa.ont. 
Babine Indians erected barricades resisted arrest and assaulted 
f¥Fishery Guardians. Spaning ground must be protected or canning 
industry will be paralyzed on Skeena River situation beyond control 
of Government Officials here .Magistrate at Hazelton afraid of serious 
trouble unless Government takes strong action Milita will have to 
be despatched to Cope with sipuation. 


Wallace Bros Packing Co. 
Peter Wallace,Manager, 
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
All messages are received by this Com 


their Blank Form No! 2 


pany for transmission, 
which terms and conditions have been ag 
exsage, and is delivered by 
B. S. JENKINS, Gen. Supt., Winnip 
J. WILSON, Supt., Vancouver, B.Q. 
J. TAIT, Anat, Supt., Winnipsg. Man. 


subject te the terms and conditions printed om 
reed to by the semder of the following message 
f the sender under these conditions 

og, Mave, w BARBER, Snpt., 


INO. F. RICHARDSON Sup) 
Pr. Ww. 


This is an umrepeated m 


SNIDER Supt., St, JohaNe B, 


AZ03Ra V By zq Gol} 


Aberdeen B.C. Aug 2 


19 1 
ieee 


or5 


Via Victoria, 3.C0., Auguatr 29/1906, TUE 


A ¢ 


906 
/ Prof Prince, Pk: 


*isheries Comr, ben ’ 3) 
Bttawa, Foe Sail // 


ades defied law assaulted fishery Officers 
Y serious beyond Contro uthorities 
if law to be enfor 


iams , Fisherys Insp 


Babine indians arectea block 
who have left, siuation ver 
‘there have Wired Ottawa 


John.?. will 


isheri RG 23, vol. 164 
nt of Marine and Fisheries/ 
oa la Marine et des Pécheries File/Dossier 583, 
sia: Part/partie 1 
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS 


All messages are received by this Compatiy for transmission, subject to the terms and conditions printed on 
their Blank Form No. 2, which terms and conditions have been agreed to by the sender of the following message. 
This is an unrepeated message, and is delivered by request of the sender under these conditions: 

B. &. JENKINS, Gen. Sopt., Winniper Man 

J. WILSON, Sapt., Vancouver, B.C, 
J. TAIT, Aset. Supt., Winnipeg, Man. 


i JAS. KENT, 
anager Telegraphes, Montreal. 


A. @81.RA.V.P. 7.40PM, ee, 
18 Collect 


Vancouver .B, 0” heen sind CDS 


Hon.L.?, Brodeur, 


Minister Marine, 0ttawa.ont. 
Alarming reports from Babine Lake 


Indians rising against fishery 


Guardians removing dams .See Message from Mr Sweeney. 


R.G.MacPherson. 
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS 


All messages are received by this Company for tranamission,. subj the terme and conditions printed om 
their Blank Form No. 2, which terms and conditions have been agreed to by’ 
This is an unrepeated message, and ig delivered by request of the sender under 
B, #. JENKINS, Gen. Supt., Winnipeg, Mave a. W. BARBER, Supt., Toronto, Ont, 


‘i . F, RICHARDSON. Supt,,Mentreal, Que, 
J. WILSON, Sapt., Vancouver, B.O. NO. fy age Bey a 
J. TAIT, Asst, Supt., Winnipeg, Man. F W. SHIDER Supt, » Johm, 


A~247RA.V.F.8.27PM 


37 Collect 2EX<-3,.09 & 2.82, Via Ash 


Aberdeon.B.C. August 29th-g906 sa 


a 


A wont 
', Hon H.P. Brodeur, al Casale: 7) ; 
od Eh aia : : 
Minister Marine « Fisheriae cami 


S,Ottawa Ont), sms 
Babine Indians erected barricades have repistod arrest and assaulted 
Fishery Guardians authorities there unable te cope with situation. 
Militia now necessary to enforce fisheries act.Have withdrawn fishery 
Guardians until assistance arrives, Wire instructions, 


John -T. Williams, 


Inspr Fisheries. 


Department of Marine and Fisheries/ be Fomcice Sas 
ini a Mari 2 2@cheries “ile 2 ; 
Ministére de la Marine et des Pécheri Sos ears 


IC ARCHIVES 
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Au, MESSAGES TAKEN BY THIS COMPANY ARE SUBuEOT TO THE FoLLOWING TERMS: 
bape agreed Layer ny By the sender of the hnggtege ig measage and this Comy that the had Pees shall bapa Lt liable for di 
r for any error in the transmission or delivery of an unrepen' 
ierrepeion in the working of ite ines, for pond in cypher or obscure messages, or for errorn irn ioitte writing, ncn) the sinount pone ta for ‘cane 
inst errors, the Cor id vorren ye dg y talegrara for an extras payment of one-half the regular rate-and {hn that onse it shall not be Lable for 


rmpany 
amount nid ad bd sendin 
Jorrectness tn fe Ermaamason pans can be insured by contract in writing, stating a amount of risk, and poss of premium vgn yh the the following itn, 
messages, he s(ne pet cent. for any distance to! se peting 1,000 mules, and two per seat for any 
om ben Hiable for the act or omar! any other Company, but will e to forward the telegram by any other ae sorts 
i | without labiltty therefor This C nly sball not be responatble for messages unt us 
ms, he 


ie Gpepat may sal ot Be i 
KING, Gen. Supt, Shelia. Man. . 7, CAMP, Supt., Montreal, Qui 


; Gilson Supt, Vancouver, BC Vwi nARnen jupt.. Toronto, Fae Mancner geleareotis, Montreal. 
Crmck 


Send the following Message, subject "to the above termn, which are hereby agreed to: 


Ottawa, SOth Aug., 1: 08 


Jef Willians, 
Inspoctor Fisherios, 
ABERDEEN, BHO 


Telegram received. Wire fullest reports as to conditions ving | 
details as to seriousness of resistances and designating pH 


to be arrested, flee if you consider this Pa oa 
or if confined only to one locality. general uprising 


Le Pe Brodeur 
Charge M& F 


eer READ THE NOTICE AND AGREEMENT AT THE TOP 
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LLOWwING TERMS 4 

Tt ia agreed between the sender of the foll be liable for damages arising from tailors te a 
Goliver, or for error in the transmis! (ta of otherwise, oF for 
interruption in working of its lines, for « « ived for sending saine. To 
against errors, th Son y will repeat back any tel ary 
the arnount rece! ting. 

Correctness in the mes can be insared by contract In writing, stating agreed amonnt of risk, and bp de gne of preminm thereon, at the following rates, 
im addition to the usual charges for ting messages, vit.:—One per cent. for any distance pot exneeding 1 ‘ono miles, and two per ognt. for Lop coer distance. 

This Compan; ot be liable for the act or omission of euy other Company: but will endeavor to forward the telegram by any other Tel h Company 
to renehiing its ¢ " ie agent of the sender, and without lability therefor This Company shall not be responsinie for messages until ‘ea arn are 
and accepted at one of ita transri cea Tnossage ia nent to such office by one of the Company vesseners, he acta for that purpose ae the senders agent ; 
Fs ey med the persom peceiving ‘the message acts therein as agent of the sender, being authorized to sase to these conditions for the sender, This hen ey r} hot 
Hiatle in any case for datuages unless the saine be cuimed in writing, within sixty days after receipt of the telegram for transmiasion, No employee of 
wary the foregoing. 


B. &. JENKINS, Gen, Supt.. Winnipeg, Man. W. J. CAMP, Supt., Montreal, Que, JAS. KENT, 
J. WILSON, Supt., Vancouver, B.C A. W. BARBER, Supt, Toronto, Ont Manager Telegraphs, Montreal. 


ey medal nie 


Send the following Message, Subject "to the above term, whieh are hereby agreed tor 


Ottawa, FOth Muse, 1906 


6. Sweeny 
BHO Fisheries Comission, 
Vancouver, 


Pcocuring full reports. Immediate action will be takeNe 


Le P- Brodeur 
Gharge M& F 


fa READ THE NOTICE AND AGREEMENT AT THE TOP 
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, Subject to the terms and conditions printed in 
greed to by the sender of the following message. 
and is delivered by request of the sender under these conditions, 
B. 8. JENKINS, Gen. Supt., whanipes, Man, A. W. BARBER, Supt,, Toronto, Ont, 

WILSON, Supt., Vancouver, B.C. 


JNO. F, RICHARDSON, Supt., Montreal, Que, 
TAIT, Asst. Supt., Winnipeg, Man, P. W. SNIDER, Supt., St. John, N.B, 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

All messages are received by this 
their Blank Form No. 2, which terms a 
This is an unrepeated message, 


Company for transmission 
nd conditions have been a: 


Timez Darr, 


Received at.. 


S 2k 224A 5.74 
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS 


All messages are received by this Company for transmission, subject to the terms and conditions printed on 
their Blank Forni No. 2, which terms and conditions have been agreed te by the seuder of the following message. 
This is an unrepeated message, and is delivered by requast of the semder under these conditions, 


B, &. JENKINS, Gen, Supt., Winnipeg, Man, 
J, WILSON, Supt., Vancouver, B.C. W. BARD 


‘ Ont. 
J. TAIT, Asst, Supt, Winnipeg, Man, } guerre , Sat , Gee. Ah Kamae, 


AI9Ra Jo Bo 77 Mllent., rad rad Aug 31., 23 ex free: 


Vancouver B.C,, Aug 39th.1908, +." 5 5D 


Mit, Le P, Brodeur, 


Minister oP Marine, iM ew AT.. 


Wh 


Ottawa, eras ONALE, 
the following telegram has haan received hare by the “Roman P 


Catholic Bishop. Ths goweranent refuses ua to build barricades fish 


) 


Vary scarce, please advise what to do and signed Babine 
indians,the indians should be told that if they desist 

ts pan ‘ 
the governments will see that they a¥e piven food for the winter 


otherwise they will starve, Tt? that is done there will be no trowbiy. 
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS 


All messages are received by thie Company for transmission, subject to the terms and conditions printed on 
their Blank Porm No. 2, whick terms and conditions have been agreed te by the semder of the following mensage. 


This is an unrepeated message, and is delivered by reqmast of the sender under these conditions, 
B. S. JENKINS, Gen. Supt,, Winnipeg, Man. 


J. WILSON, Supt., Vancouver, 5.0. W. BARBER, Supt., Ti 


ns Ss" 4 
JoTATT) Abe @upts Winnipes, Man. D axineh mate ie Pe a  nnneigee Pe ee 


AAL9Ra Jo Bo., 2nd sheet L. P. Brodeur, 57 Colect red 3 ox free) 


have that messace sent to Rev Pather Coccold Vancouver, 


R. Ge MePherson., 


M. Pes 
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS 


All messages are received by this Company for transmission, subject to the terms and conditions printed om 
their Blank Form No. 2, which terms and conditions have been agreed to by the sender of the following message. 


This is an unrepeated message, and is delivered by request of the sender under these conditions. 


B. 8. JENKINS, Gen, Supt., Winnipeg, Mang a, W BARBER: pt. Toronto, Ont. bas sia olla 
J. WILSON, Sapt., Vancouver, B.O. NO, F, A . Supt,,Montreal, Que. 4 
J. TAIT, Asat, Supt., Winnipeg. Man. FW, auIDER Supt. Joka, N.B: Manager Tetegraphs, Mentreal. 


Sheet 2— Hon L.P. Brodeur. 
0. Sweeny, 
BO Fisheries Cémmission. 


RG 23, vol. 164 
File/Dossier 583, 
Part/partie 1 


Department of Marine and Fisheries/ 
Ministére de la Marine et des Pécheries 


PUBLIC ARCHIVES 
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES 
CANADA 


Department of Marine and F isheries/ » RG 23, vol. 164 
Ministére de la Marine et des Pécheries File/Dossier 583, 


Part/partie 1 


PUBLIC ARCHIVES 
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES 


mt Pacific Railway Company's Tel 


All messages are received by this Company fer transmission, subject to the terms and conditions printed on whole 
Blank Form No, 2, which terms aad cenditions have been agreer! to by the sender of the following message, Thisie — 
an unrepeated message, and ia delivered by request of the sender under theve cenditions, 


it. &) FR VETS, Gen, Sapt., Winnipeg, Man. 
f N, “Van , BLO, ¥. Ri EICHARDSOH Se, 
GEE NC nt i ae 
A-209,. Ra. JO. X. 16-—4 Exa,. 
vancouver B.C. 30 Aug.1906 
Hon. lL. P. Brodeur, 
Min'r, Me. &e Fos Ottawa- , 


% 


Further reporte from Skeena State immediate action.y meen 


important, please wire reply. i 


*n 


Oe 3we enys 


Pe we 


B.C. Fishery Comm. lial 
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Ottawa,September 1st.,1906. 


. ‘80On MyP os 
Vanoouver,8.¢. 


Babine matter being settled through Indian Affairs De~ 
Om lines suggested in your telegram. 


L.P. Brodeur, 


Che. Ms & F. 
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Sept, 4th. 1906, 


I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the Slot. ultimo, informing thie Depart- 
ment of the reply received from the Indian Agent 
at Victoria, to your telegram to him in regard to 
the assault made by the Indians at Babine Lake on 
the Pishery Quardiane there, who endeavored to have 


erectet barricaies, built by the Indians, reuoved, 


I an, Bir, 


Your obedient servarit, 


F, Gourdeau, 


Deputy Minieter of Marine and Fisheries, 


@d, R, RS 


Secretary, 
Department of Indian Affaire, 
Ottawa, Ontario, 
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(6 OS. 49 IB 
OFFICE OF THE MINISTER OF MARINE AND FISHERIES, ie 


OF CANADA, 


CRTaeh: poe September, 1906, 


Memo for Deputy Minister— 


Please betegraph to Mr .Sloan » M.P. decison of 


the Government concerning Babine Indians, 
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~—— 


OF CANADA, 
OTTAWA. 


The Deputy handed all the original telegrams to me 
to be placed on the file and asked for copies to be 


prepared for the Minister and I therefore presume 
that the copies might go back to the private file, 


W. A, Found, 


yr eee of Fisheries, 
Port Essington, B. ¢. 


f 


ehegram to Winister thirty-first August, Indtem joe, 
+ inquiying into situation, Babine matter, and 
‘inte t will go up and it an 4 arrange séttlement 
Meet Without assistance militia, indians seem willing 
icadea and submit to laws providing they are supplied 


aad aaa . 


R. N. Venning 
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BABINE AND UPPER SKERNA RIVER AGENCY.| 


Kitwangar Aish 
Kitwancool . Pee PN TAS MAD 
Kiteegukla {id and new village) . . 
Getaumax (Hazelton) 

Glen Vowell, 


Hagwilget Village...... 

Moricetown (Lachalsap) 

Old Fort Babine y 

Yucutee mn Babi 
Stuart 8 Hina 
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Census Rervrn of Resident and Nomadic Indians ; Denominations to which they belong, &c.—Continued. 
PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA-—Continued. 
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| | 
| From From | From | From 
\6 ro 15 YRs.,|16 To 20 yrs.,|21 70.65 vas.,| 65 reans 
INCLUSIVE, | INCLUSIVE. | INCLUSIVE. | UPWARDS. 


| 
| 


Indians. 


| Other Christian 


Beliefs. 
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BABINE AND UPPER SKEENA RIVEK AGENCY! 
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Na-anees (two bands 
Lake, semi-nomadic). 
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OTTAWA 
August 29th I906 


J. T. Williams 
Inspector of Fisheries, 
PORT ESSINGTON B.C. 


Department informer Babine Indians erected barricades 


and assaulted guards, What do you suggest to have the 
law respected. 


R. N. Venning 
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PORT ESSINGTON 8.0. 
August 29th 1906 


Hon L. P. Brodeur 
Monister of Marine & Fisheries, 
OTTAWA, 


Babine Indians erectré barricades, have resisted arrest 
and assaulted Fishery Guardians sAuthorities there un- 
able to cope with situation, Militia now necessary to 

enforce Fisha ies &ct. Have withdrawn Fishery Guardians 


until assistance arrives. Wire instructions, 


John T Williams 
Inspector Fisheries, 
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August 30th 1906 


J. T. Williams 
Inspector of Fisheries. 
PORT ESSINGTON B.C. 


Telegram received. Wire fullest reports as to con- 
ditions giving details as to seriousness of resistance 
and designating persons to be arrested also if you 


consider this a general uprising or if confined only 
to one locality. 


L. P. BRODEUR 
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PORT ESSINGFON B.C. 
August 30th I906 


R. N. Venning 
Aasistant Commissioner of Fisheries. 
OTTAWA, 


Babine Indians erected barricaded resisted and assaulted 
Fishery Guardians whom I have withdrawn to avoid ser - 
ious complications.Consider 75 or I00 Militia necesaary 
to enforce law,Do not recommend small force civilians 

as bloodshed would result,Consider Militia probably 
overawe Indians without fight ,Prompt action imperative 


John T Williams 
Inspector of Fisheries, 
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Ottawa, Sept. 16th. 1906, 


7, T. Williams, 
Inspector of Pisheries, 
Aberdeen, B. G. 


Matter Babine Indians before Minister, 


R. MN. Venning. 
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RE DIFFICULTIES WITH BABINE INDIANS, BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


MEMROANDUM 


In connection with the Memorandum and file 
now before the Minister for consultation with his 
colleagues, as to the course to be pursued with re— 
gard to the above difficulty, the following telegram, 


dated 25th. September, has just been received from 
inspector Williams :- 


" Babine Indians removed barricades about 
fifteenth September, because they had suffieient 
salmon for winter supply of food, Prisoners arrested 
and subsequently rescued by tribe are still at large. " 


Ottawa, 
September 26th. 
1906. 
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Ottawa, August Slet,,1006, 


L,.P,Brodeur, 
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FISHERY INSPROTORS® REPORTS—pRip ‘SH COLD: 


ign, to an immense 
future. 


cipal troubles in connection with the 

wuction on a tributary of this river run- 

tions for the femoval y the department are 
pated that i i ntirely destroyed 


operation of gill-nets, 1 therefore & 
in these waters, as it would materially benefit 


With reference to Rivers inlet, T am pleasbd to be able to report that the fisheries in 
these waters are in condition. The officer Teent up to the spawning 
grounds last fall to fishing/operations by the Tndians, reported to me 

i mons, no barricades of any description, and 
hem of the different items in the fisheries 
i Pleased to state that the 
n Oweekayno lake will be in operation by 
This being a twenty million pp city hatchery it will materially assist in 
improving the “run” of sockeye on this/injet, 
| 


st fisheries I may say that I have no fears 
ind systematically and the weekly “close ” 
T{t8e some infringements of the regulations 
sefious nature. 

quajo may inform you that’ the 
increased, in con si ese going into the business, 
of exportin, i i » ostensibly for use in the 
y: The price is doubl ithi months, and I anticipate a 

very considerable supng season of 1905. 


the port of Vancouver, 
small quantity bein 
ave forward 


already nitted to the code of regu- 
ond su, the “ Fishin, i Act,” for the 


, hon of the depart 
fipheries, ag they have already done our fisheries in 
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in the catch this N 
fishing grounds on the 


OULACHOn, 


unable to 
wihd. The whole 
the water 


T reserves, 
st 


district, T 
oulachon, 
innumerab| 


I héve the honour to be, afr, 
Your obedient servant, 


JOHN T. WILLIAMS, 
Inspector of | tsheries, 


» as 
officer, the 
where we arrived on the 9th, 
horses, we left Hazelton for Babi 
village on the I lth, distance 63 ilea, 
© were kindly received by Mr, Waer, 


post, to whom T am ted for valuab] 
the 


° men and started down 


ere we found t mile apart, in full swing 
fishing, and crowds of Indians kes. i 


8. 
he uantity of materials, and on 


em. There were Posts driven into the 


and from two to four feet deep, and running 
tervals of 6 or 


braces well 


together with bark set 
and reaching 4 feet above the w: 
4 single fish could get through, 
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FISH TRAPS OR BINS. 


On the upper side of dam were placed 12 big traps or fish bins. Opposite holes made 
in the panels for fish to enter the traps, prepared with slides to open and shut, and if 
the traps did not have a sufficient quantity of fish in them, when the women wanted 
more fish on ‘the bank, the men would take their canoe poles, wade out in a line and 
strike the water, making a noise which could fill the traps in a moment, then shut the 
slides down, take a canoe on each side of bin, raise the false bottom, by some contri- 
vance #o as to elevate the fish, then load up canoes with gaff hooks. 

Altogether the barricades presented a most formidable and imposing appearance. 


CHIEF ATIO, 


I found Chief Atio at the lower barricade, he is an old man and does not know 
English, but had provided a good interpreter. I informed him that I was sent by the 
government to destroy and remove all barricades and any other obstructions that prevent 
the salmom from getting up to their natural spawning grounds, That the government 
had wisely adopted this policy on account of salmon, having sadly diminished in all the 
rivers along the coast just on account of barricades in nearly every stream throughout 
the whole country. That the fish which providence intended to go into lakes and streams 
for the purpose of propagation, were slaughtered at the barricades before they had 
spawned, and I gave him to itnderstand that the barricades must be removed imme- 
diately. 

And at. intervals during the conservation I explained the fishery laws and regu- 
lations, that they must not use barricades and only fish one third the channel with their 
nets or any other contrivance, that they must observe the close season, they must not 
sell fish as they had done in the past, but only take enough for themselves and their 
families, and must not kill more fish than they use and not waste any. 

The chief advanced many points and some of them were well taken, he said they 
have had an indisputable right for all time in the past, that if it was taken away the 
old people would starve, that by selling salmon they could always get iktahs, and he 
wanted to know to what extent the government would sypport them, he thought it 
unfair to forbid them selling fish when the cannerymen sold all theirs, and I had to 
promise him to tell the government to compel the canners to let. more fish to come up 
the rivers, as some years they did not get enough, that the canners destroyed more 
spawn than they, that formerly he could not see the water below his barricade for fieh, 
that they were so plentiful that some of them were forced out on the beach, but latterly 
they had diminished, little by little every year, I met all his arguments in a prompt 
manner, and set back those who showed a spirit of resistance, by telling them that they 
had committed a gross breach of the law, that they had put in their barricades this 
year notwithstanding the inspector had by letter forbid them to do so, and that if they 
resist and do not destroy the barricades nothing will save them from punishment or 
imprisonment. " 

At that a goodly number went and worked away in the cold ice water, chopping 
and breaking it down, after about two hours when they could stand it no longer they 
came up to me and demanded, that the government should pay for taking it out, and 
no amount of threats and persuasion pt get them at it again, and to end all the talk 
and to get the remainder of it out, I had to hire six Indians who took out the last 
stick ; what was dry of the upper works they took on shore for fire wood, the rest they 
let ga with the current. Some of the fish Fins they drag to shore, Although it was 
the last of the season when we came there, the barricades were still fishing, and about 
500 or 600 sockeyes had been landed that day, from each trap, and those fish must have 
been principally females, as they showed an uncommon amount of spawn when cleaned, 


Re vriep saunty. 


The banks of the Babine river have a lovely appearance at this place and a most 
wonderful sight met our eyes when we behold the immense array of dried salmon. On 
either side, there were no less than 16 houses 30 x 27 x 8 feet: filled with salmon from 
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the top down s0 low that one had to stoop to get into them and also an i 
quantity of racks, filled Up outside. If the lat; lose 

have covered acres and acres of 

estimate, we jud, 

ricades, all kill 


had to 
tC) Pry Faces 


® canoe load of dried m 
together and these amounted in balk to the equal of 
hejr barricade and came away, 


On the 21st 
fish had bee 


river, well pinned u 
tude of dead fish in 


The three last rivers were very low, 
considerable magnitude, and all famous 
in each, and ma: 


ig down the river for 

ver, all made into h by the 

on the last named streams did we find a bar 
the water having left it dry, 


BEAVER 


On the 22nd we reached Beaver river, 
m still fishing but no people there. This r: 
mud bottom, The salmon go through it and 
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There were two contrivances with which the fish were caught. In this barricade 
e kind, a tunnel was made 6 feet wide, nicely fitted into the wall of the bar- 
and narrowed down to 1 foot, in 12. [Then tunnels one foot wide joined one 
which lead into a bin 40 feet above the dam, where fish had accumulated. The other 
had o similar mouth and a small tunnel ched up stream. a similar distance, fastened 
to stakes with ropes at intervals. We demolished the bin and tunnel first, then pulled 
up the rope. Here we found that the smalj tunnel was securely closed at its end. It 
was w full of live sockeyes. They copld not turn nor could Hyp 8 get back. We 
ent and disjointed everything and let the fish go, and had a fearful job getting all the 
deep pannels and posts out of the sticky boftom. When we left, the river was full of 
material and debris for quite a distance. 


ONLY FIRST RUN OF LMON REACH BABINE. 


As I have already stated that no fish pould get through the two great barricades 
at Babine, the question may be rightly asked, how did the salmon get into the lake? 
But this is easily explained, the Babine people do not care for the few stragglers that 
come along first, they close their barricades when the fish begin to run good, so it can 
be easily seen that only part of the first rup get into the lake, and there are no less than 
four barricades along the lake to catch them, There is only one redeeming feature, 
behind the old fort, 25 miles fromthe village an arm of the lake rans into the east shore, 
where a large creek runs in from the north.) Miners from Omenioa have to cross it, coming 
and going to their mines, Some of them told us that there was a great quantity of fish in 
this creek this season, and not disturbed @s noone was fishing in that creek. There are 
other streams coming into this arm with a number of lakes on them, and the Indians 
told us that salmon formerly went up thpm in large numbers, but they were fished out 
with barricades, and no fishing had bee done there for years. We were also told that 
the remains of numerous barricades could yet be seen there. 

Babine lake is a beautiful sheet of water. At either end there is a rolling country 
for a few miles, but for a distance of 80 miles, the mountains cannot be seen, The shores 
on either side consist of unbroken platemu, running along for miles, with gentle slopes 
all ‘clad with willow, birch, interspersefl with spruce, all the former had put on the 
golden hue, which made it a beautiful ahd lovely sight to behold. 

Branded salmon.—On the 20th we \left Babine and reached Hazelton on the 28th. 
Tam greatly indebted to Mr, Loring, fn@ian Agent there, for valuable information as to 
the names and localities of Indian villages, 4c. There are 2,951 Indians in his district. 
Mr, Loring bsg grt me a salmon caught at Kiskigas, which is branded on both sides 
with the letter W, or M. The Indiang caught several of them this year for the first 
time. It created quite an excitement jamong them, as the brand was so strikingly 


clear before the fish was cut. pa called it government salmon; where did it come 


from! Can it be that the Uni 
seals on Pribiloff islands. 

Bulkley river.—From information rpoeived I found it necessary to make a journey 

the Bulkipy river, and when the heavy rain that lasted 
he 4th of October, and ei Morricetown, 
an Indian village, situated on the west bank of the Bulkley river, on the 5th, this ie a 
beautiful stream 140 miles long, fully as large as the Babine, one of ite branches heads 
ithin a few miles of Babine lake, ite other two branches run in » southerly direction, 
and head towards the Oatsa country. It numerous lakes, and was formerly one of 
the greatest propagation branches of the $keena, but I found that the farmers of the 
valley told truth, when they said thatiof late years the Indians were determined 
not to let a single salmon pass them. Aj Morricetown we found only half a dozen 
Tndians, and about « score of old women, who evidently knew our purpose as they gave 
us Hail Columbia. 

Canyon and Falls.—On examinin canyon I found it about 250 yards long, 
the narrowest part 1 foot wide, and from the numerous paths, stagings, ladders, cc., 
T could judge that the canyon during the fishing season was lined with Todiann 
wee eatching salmon by every conceivable contrivance. They even shove 


States officials branded salmon when they branded 
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them at 
by all 
and bask 


ray 
back into the 


® and I could see no 
salmon is entirely at 
lause 5, chap, 51, and 
d another at the lower 
for a distance of 300 
ho sportsmen in the 


On the 7th we left Morrice 
your attention to the necessity 
rocks, on the west side of the can 
® more uniform grade so that the 
lake. 


12th, 
the 


there recently told me the 
fish, enough to pollute the 
rous salmon 


Tn view of the great necessity 
rivers, you cannot too strongly 
obstructions, ea 


replenishing the salmon in the two above named 
vmmend the expenditure for clearing out the 


omnia 


SALMON USED AS AN ARTICL§ER OF COMMERCE, 


Sale of dried salmon. The Indiang do not only catch and cure salmon for their 
rter, it is a sort of leg: 
a blanket; they sell dri 
sleighs, in every part of the upper 
Keeper that I asked told me that 
post had an order from Stuarts 


nearly as many, and are 
4h exception is killed 


the Upper Skeena at the conditions you 
like throwing so much money away as there 
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_glveady stated, and they will have their hands full, and it should be done this ere 
when powder, provisions, é&c., could be brought in with sleighs on the ice, it would 
- be a great pity to allow those two rivers to be barren for another year. 
in this trip six barricades have been destroyed, the Indians at fishing stations on 
the Skeena and in the upper country have had the fishery laws and regulations 
explained to them, one place has been exempted from fishing, it will not amount to 
mach unless there are guardians appointed to enforce the regu! ns, and if this is not 
done the Indians will surely put in their barricades next year as usual, To show how 
the Indians feel about loosing their barricades I beg to call your attention to what 
oocured at Babine, I was asked to attend a meeting of Indians, when I was informed 
by one who claimed to own the barricades, that if he had been present when the bar- 
ricades were destroyed they would not have been touched, that unless the government 
sends him $600 to the fish ran next summer, the barricades would surely be con- 
structed again, though he should die for it, this he repeated several times, and I had to 
promise him that I would tell the government so. 
This is the prevailing spirit amongst them, as they all wanted more or less in lieu 
of their barricades. 


Appointment of Guardians. 


T therefore beg to suggest that three guardians be appointed for the following 
places next season ;— 

One for Babine, one for Hazelton, and one for the Skeena below Havelton, and 
they should be good active men, wo could ride a horse, pole a canoe up. stream, and 
move about quickly as they will each of them haye over « hundred miles to travel, men 
that can fill such positions cannot be got cheaply. . 

The waters of the Skeena, Kispiax, Blackwater, Kitmangar and Naas rivers are 
all barricaded every year in » shameful manner, and ‘the guardian of the upper Skeena 
should be retained longer in the season, and be sent round to such places as it is the 
best time of the year for travelling, and the Indians are all fishing, by so doing much 
* good could be ted, and much evil prevented. 
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.. |B. C. Packer's Association. . . 
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RE REMOVAL OF BAPRICADFES PLACHD BY INDIANS 
IN THE BABNNE RIVER,A TRIBUTARY OF 
THE SKEENA. 


2 Sea coe 


WHEN Mr. J.T.Williams was appointed In- 
spector of Fisheries for the northern portion of 
British Columbia in 1904,1t was brought to his no- 
tice by the cannérs that the Indians were obstruct-— 
ing the upper waters of the Skeena tributaries ,not- 
ably the Babine,with barricades,which prevented the 
salmon from reaching their spawning grounds. 


THE Wallace Brothers,of Claxton, Skeena 
River,state that the way the matter first came to 
their attention was that in 1899 there was a strike 
among the fishermen of the Skeena. Only a few boats 
operated during the strike,and the fish went up the 
River in enormous quantities. In fact,it is stated, 
that in their sixteen years experience on other 
rivers in the Province,with the exception of the 


a Wi big year on the Fraser,they had never seen the like, 
4 if his and a return of vast numbers of fish was consequent- 
Lhe wphen ev 


i 


a 


ly looked for four years later,in 1903; but instead, 

f 4 } tne pun that year was the poorest of any,and on in- 
Phe Preeti, be quiry being made,it was found that in 1899,the fish 
had gone up in such quantities that when they reach- 


a 


oe See) Wink ed the barricades,they crowded themselves out of the 


water,and were so thick that they smothered,as in 


Mati, ie an overloaded trap. 
otf a 


y THE Ganners claim that the Indians who 
kn vibe come down to fish for them,not being able to do well, 
q af ¢ on account of the destruction of fish at the bar- 
e . ricades,say that they cannot make enough money at 
a ‘i SO the canneries; but that if the barricades were re- 
“ moved and the spawning grounds properly protected, 
: Va Mc wtas the Skeena would supply not only sufficient fish 
a ial to keep the present number of canneries running, ( 
Arthdk. there are twelve canneries on the Skeena); but dou- 
ble that number,and plenty of work would be provided 
~e" for the Indians. at the canneries,so that both them- 
tle 2 ale 2 selves and the industry would be benefited. 
De 6. 


OONSEQUENTLY,in September ,1904, Inspector 
Williams despatched Fishery Officer Helgesen,ac— 
companied by Fishery Guardian Nordschow,on a visit 
of Inspection to the upper Skeena waters. 


les down the Babine,they found two 
o apart fishing in full swing, 
covered with Indians, 


THESE barrécades were so effeotively con- 
structed that not a single fish could get through, 
and it was only by the courtesy of the operators of 
the one below,that the one farther up got any fish. 


MR. 
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MR. Helgesen explained to the Indian chief 
that he had been sent by the Government to have 
these barricades. removed,as the supply of salmon 
was being sorely diminished,and in the general in- 
terest it was necessary that as many as possible 
should each year teach their spawning grounds in 
order to reproduce. 


HE also took occasion to explain the 
Fishery Regulations,- that they must not fish with 
barricades; that only one-third of the channel might 
be barred with nets; that they must observe the 
close season,and that they should n@ take more 
fish than were required for themselves and their 
families. 


"HE Indian Chief took the ground that they 
had an indisputable right to fish from all time 
past; that by selling the salmon,they could always 
procure supplies,and he wanted to know what the 
Government would do to support them; that the can- 
nery ten were responsible for the decrease in the 
simon; that formerly the fish were so plentiful 
below the barricades as to force themselves out of 
the water; but that they had been diminishing yar 

File 3031. p.24. by year. 


MR. Helgesen answered his arguments,and 
those who showed resistance were subdued when they 
were reminded that they had comnitted a serious 
breach of the law,and were liable to fine and im- 
prisonient,as he states that they had been warned 
the previous year not to fish with barricades, and 
that if they resisted,not only would their barri- 
eades be destroyed; but nothing could save them from 
punishment and imprisonment. 


ON being so informed a nimber of Indians 
went to work to remove the barricades,and they work- 
ed for some time in the cold water; but finally re- 
fused to do more unless they were paid,and the Fish- 
ery Officer hired a number of Indians to complete 
the removal of the barricades. 


MR. Helgesen states that although the run 
of fish was then about over,- the season being far 
advanced,the barricades that day caught from 500 to 
600 fish,most of which were females: He estimated, 
moreover,that about 750,000 fish were stored at 
that place,all of which of course had been caught 
pefore spawning. 


THE feeling was strong among the Indians, 
and the Officer was informed,at a meeting of the 
Indians which he was later requested to attend,by 
one Indian,that if he had been present,he would not 
have allowed the barricades to have been removed, 
and that unless the Government sént him $600.00 be- 
fore the run of fish another year,the barricades 
would be constructed again if he had to die for it, 
and he added that the feeling is general among the 
Indians that they should be oampensated for the loss 
of their barricades. 


Appendix. A copy of Mr. Helgesen's report is attached. 
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IN order that all trouble might be avoided, 
it was explained to the Department of Indian Af- 
fairsa,that in the general interest,it was necessary 
that the Indians should be made to comply with the 
Pishery Regulations in this district,and it was 
asked if it could not make arrangements with the 
Indians for the discontinuance of this mode of fish- 

File 583,p.161. ing,- with barricades. 


THE reply of that Department was to the 
effect that though it recognized that the time had 
gome when in the interests of all classes in the 
community ,every method of fishing savouring of in- 
providence should be stopped,the nature of the pre- 
sent case precluded it giving any assurance as to 
when,if at all,arrangements could be effected to 
assure the discontinuance of the Indian practices 
objected to. This letter is dated July 5th.,1905. 


STRONG representations were , however ,mece 
ty the Perliementary Representative for the appoint— 
ment of Guardians to protect these Upper Skeena wa- 
ters,and three were consequently appointed; but were 

File 25,p.30 instructed to act with discretion.— June 23rd.'05. 


ge IN July,1905,Mr. Helgesen made a second 
PYisit to the Upper Skeena to oversee the work per- 
formed by the Guardians who had been appointed. 


THR Indian Agent at Hazelton informed him 
that he had already warned the Indians not to er- 
ect barricades. 


ON reaching the Babine village,the Indians 
received him well,and were glad to see him. He had 
with him an amount of nets which had been given him 
for distribution among the Indians by the scanners, 
‘and the Indians were very pleased to know that he 
had the net for them,and everything went well until 
he opened the web,when their countenances fell,as 
they saw it was old web,that had already been used, 
and though he assured them that it was strong and 
would hold all the fish it would take,they did not 
want to take it. He then threatened to take it away 
and put it in the Hudson Bay Stores; but this would 
not satisfy them either,and they then ealled a meet- 
ing at tie Chief's house,wnere the Chief,who,he re- 
presents as a wily man,sought to entangle him Win in 
pranises,and though he met their arguments, they 
talked very roughly,until he took a firm stand and 
told them he would leave the Gounoil; but thie did 
not siit their wishes,and they became milder and 
told him they had implicit confidence in him,and 
only desired to get him to make some promises, one 
of the conditions being that he would bring new 
Sockeye web every year,and he promised to represent 
their wishes to the Government, 


HE then took a list of the old men and 
women,and found that there were 15 who were friend- 
lese and unable to work, or ee 


THE meeting ended in great friendship,and 
he then proceeded to divide among them the fishing 
gear. 


ON going down the River,he found no dams 
erected wagre the barricades had been the rar be- 
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IN a report in November Mr. Helgesen states 
Idem,p.62. that as directed,he ha iseretion with 
the Indians,and had given them every privilege,with- 
out allowing them to use barricades. He made it his 
business to see that the Indians had caught enough 
fish for their winter's supply,and in September he 
found that the Babine Indians had 40,000 fish,or 
more than 600 to a family,and the spring salmon 
were still running. He states that there is also 
another source of food available to them. Babine~ 
Lake aboun in excellent trout and whitefis ich 
6 easily taken, ther 
were various other lakes to which they could go in 
the winter and get a Sleigh-load of fish in a short 
time. Bes'dea this,there is large and small geme in 
that country,and he did not see that it was possible 
for any want to exist among them. 


F1103031,p.34, before, 


THE Departmént of Indian Affaire was ask-— 
ed 1f£ it woulda appropriate a sum of money to buy 
File 683,p.183, new nets for the Babine Indians.— Aug. 24th.,1905, 


THAT Department informed this one,on the 
Srd. January last,that it had provided $250.00 for 
F1il1¢583,p.197, this purpose, 


In a report dated 19th, Ost “ber ,1905,Mr 
Idem. p,190, Helgesen states that the Babine and Morricetown 
Indians are the only ones seriously affected by the 
enforcement of the regulations in his district,as 
the Indians in every other locality where salmon go 
up fish otherwise than with barricades, ‘ 


HE stated tat 
he had previously referre 
vide for themselvea,were fo 
for the winter, Otherwise h 
assistance for then, 


THERE was no trouble with the Indians last 
year,the run of fish being plentiful; but this year, 
it appears the rim is light,and the barricades have 
again been built,and the Indians have resisted the 
Special Guardians,who tried to have them destroyed. 


UNDER the British columbia Regulations 
y,at any time,with the permission of the 
Inspector of Fisheries,catch fish for the purpose of 
providing themselves with food; but for no other 
purpose;but they must not spear,pen or trap fish 
on their spawning grounds,nor catch them during the 
close season, 


Sub-seotion 4 of Section 14 of the Fish- 
eries Act provides that the channel or main ¢f Ree: 
course 
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course of any stream shall not be obstructed by nets 
or other fishing apparatus; and that one-third of 
the course of any river or stream,and not less than 
two-thirds of the main channel at low tide,in every 
tidal stream,shall be left open,and no Kind of fish- 
ing apparatus or material shall be placed therein. 


| Ottawa, 
August Slst.,1906. 
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ADDRESS REPLY To THe Page 
Dept OF Inpian Arrains ; 
, OTTAWA. 
. 4 


o 
“Otay aye’ 
CANADA. 


~ B o Ottawa, Slst August, 1906. 


‘ 


I wired our Indian super 
intendent at Victoria on the 29th instant as fol~ 
lows ,~- 

" Mr. Sloan M. P. wires Department 
Marine that Fisheries Guardians Babine Lake as- 
gaulted by Indians who have erected barricades and 
states prompt action necessary if laws to be en- 
forced... Communicate with Agent immediately and 
wire result." 

I have reeeived the following reply 
to-day y- 


" wire from Agent re Babine Indians 
says ' May overcome trouble, doing to Babine 
next Saturday." 


Yours tly, 
J. G'Re Clement, Baq.s ‘+ “Secretary. 
Private Seeretary, _ 
Dept. Marine & Fisheries, 
Ottawa. 
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This is an unrepeated message, and is delivered by request of ts 


B.S JENKINS, Gen. Supt., Winnipeg, Man. » 4, W. BaRaER, 
J. WILSON, Supt, Vancouver, B.C. 0. F. 


#. & 
J. TAIT, Asst, Sapt, beg, Man. . W. GHEBRR 


@ seuder under these Conditions, 


lect -16, 
Pg: 


00 & 10.29 Via Ash 2ex 


Aberdeen.B.c. August 3lst~1906, 


-Ottawa.ont . 


ther tribes await 
promptly Indiang all Over may 
Act and defy Guardians . Magistrate Ha 


Ae 
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Canadian Pacific Railway Company's Tell 1 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS 


All messages are reeeived by this Company for transmission, subject to the terms and conditions printed on 
their Blank Form No. 2, which terms and conditions have been agreed te by the sender of the following mensage. 
This is an unrepeated message, and is delivered by request of the sender under these conditions. 

B.S JENKINS, Gen. Supt., Winnipeg, Man, » &, W. BARBER, Sest., Toronte, Ont. 

J. WILSON, Supt.. Vancouver, B.C. Ls 


rh 0. F. RICHARDSON, Supt. Montreal, Que. 
J. TAIT. Asst. Supt. Winnipeg, Man. _W. SMIDER Supt, M, jokin, ¥.2. 
Santen, 


Sheet .No 2 


L.P Brodeur ,—~ Ottawa.ont. 


Advises the sending or sufficient fore 


© to enforce law,says situation 
Serious .Refer my telegram thirtieth to 


Venning. 


John.T. Williams H 


Inspector Fisheries. 
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this Department inquiring into situa 
Superingendent will go up and try rea 
without assistance militia, Inc 

s and submit to lawea providing they 


ly be Brodeur, 
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Hon.L,P, Brodeur. 


Minister of Marine and Fisheries. 


caddie, 


nen ernie 


the Peaser ‘River Couners Assn. to whom the telegram from the Skeena 


} 


Rivey Packers, which I repeated to you, was addressed, and it 


| satellaieinenin <a aatamatty 


appeared to me desirable that you showld be informed of the situation 
from the B,C.Fishery Commissioners’ standpoint. It ie most necessary 
that the obstructions set up by the Indians from year to year should 
be prevented if the salmon are to contime romning on the Skeena 
River, and if their wholesale destruction of fish is continued there 
will soon be the shortage of winter food which they say they dread, 
' The fact is they are fishing much more for the market than for their 
own food, and must be restricted in their methods just as white men 
are. They gain considerable revenue from selling dried salmon to 
the Hudson's Bay @o. and others for dog food and naturally like the |. 


‘wade, but should not be allowed to carry it on in 
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destructive manner. Above all it is necessary that they should be * 
compelled to obey the law. If they are once allowed to defy the> tuthor 


Whidiiness of cur tienflty officials will be entirely done sway with, 
I last night received your message that you were procuring full 
information and that immediate action would be taken, which I com 
Ww law te eae all a 


munioated to the Fraser River Canners Association, and for which he 
% 


a 


‘ a 
was much obliged . wWhem Mr.Prince went away the ether day he asked me 


to act os Chairman of the Commission during his absence, whish explains 
my wiring yon in the name of the Commission, 


I remain, dear Sir, 


Yours faithfully, 
unas rer eee 


uff v4 
é Y 
4 4 W 
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sa data? 


san oie gad aaa ta 
man of the Britieh Colmbie Pigheries Goumiseion, oe 


The same difficulty occured last year to 
& lesser extent and the arrangement then reached 
by She Inepector of Fisheries was eonsitered to have 
solved the question, as it contemplated the owpiying 
of the Indians with proper nets tor the carrying on 
Sf their fishing operations ; but is seems, however, My 


that conditions arose diping the present season which 
counteracted the good which had been previously 


effected, 


+ Sweeney, Req, 
Aoting Chairman, 
paginas Golunbia Pisheries i cinta 


re 


ee ak 
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ent WiLL endeavor to moet the diffiowty with te 
least possibie friction. On On the same day that your 
letter wad written I wired you to the effect that 
the Department of Intisn Affaire and this Devertment 
were enquiring into the situation ana that the 
Indian Superintendent would go up to the locality ant 
endeavor to arrange » settlesent without the aid of 
WE1itie or any show of actual fores. There are in 
dications that the Indians appear willing to remove 
the barricades and submit to the law, providing they 
are suppliet with winter provisions. 

I have ho doubt that same reasonable solutir 
Of the Question will be practiedbie. 
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‘an aeeh 
on ane ® 


Ce 
z te, Fea 
mien: “2 SC or SPCC 
' Babine Fishing Righte- 
ee ee ee 


Ottawa, August 30, 1906. 


é 
Report Ge received from the Inspector of 


Fisheries, Port Essington, B. C., of date the 22nd October, 1904, 
regarding batricades erected by the Indians on the Babine Lake and its 
tributaries and the head waters of the Skeena River, and which it 
was reported prevented the salmon from reaching their natural 
spawning ground. 

These barricades were destroyed by Mr. Helgesen, 
Fishery Overseer, and he reported that the Indians of Babine were 
very mich excited at their destruction and that the Chief had stated 
that unless they were paid $600.00 by the Government before the 
first rum of the folloving summer the barricades would surely be 
constructed again. 

This matter was referred to Mr. Vowell, Indian 
Superintendent, and, by letter of 7th February, 1905, that gentleman 
reported that the Indians had from the early days, before the oc~ 
cupation of the country by whites, deponded solely upon dried salnon 
for their food supply, that the fishery locations had been handed 
down from one to ancther through many generations, being highly 
valued, and net only conferred a certain envied distinotion upon the 
owner, but were the source of considerable revenue as well. These 
rights, the Superintendent stated, had been undisputed and possessed 
for such a length of time, the title being based upon tribal laws 
and customs and were considered by the natives as being inalienable, 
that they were, in the epinien of the Indien Superintendent, in ac- 

cordance 
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accordance with the white man's laws and customs more or less within 
the domain ef prescriptive rights. 

The Indian Superintendent also contended that the 
barriers did not prevent the salmon from getting through to the ex- 
tent reported by the Fishery Officer. Mr. Vowell held that it 
would be difficult to get the Indians to give up their hereditary 
rights, and he was of the opinion that the suggestion of the Chiefs 
that the Indians should be paid for relinquishing them offered a 
good solution of the difficulty. 

The opinion of the Indian Superintendent was con- 
firmed on all the points mentioned by the Indian Agent, Mr. R. L. 
Loring, of Hazelton, who considered that the rights of the Indians 
had not received the weight they deserved by the Fishery Overseer. 

In duly, 1905, the Fishery Department veniotel that 
owing to representations received of the wholesale destruction of 
salmon three officers had been sent to the Babine waters, who had 
been instructed to act with caution, but to seé that abuses were not 
allowed. 

In August, 1905, a letter was received by the De- 
partment from the Department of Marine and Fisheries inclosing a re~ 
port from Mr. Helgesen, Fishery Officer, relating to the action 
taken by him and his assistants in supplying nets to the Indians of 
the Upper Skeena and Babine. In forwarding this report the Deputy 
Minister of Fisheries asked whether Wile Department was prepared to 
hems the cost of furnishing nets to tthe Fishery Officer to be fur- 
nished to the Indians so as to do away with the necessity for the 
Indians erecting barricades. To this inquiry the Department asked 
to be informed as to the grounds upen which those who were so re- 


garded were considered entitled to nets, whether the mmber to whom 
ii 
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the nets were issued included all in the district who were deemed 
entitled, or, if not, hew many more would have an equal claim and 
whether renewal of the issue, and, if so, at what intervals, was 
contemplated, also the cost of purchasing and delivering each net. 

In reply a letter was received from ‘the Fishery De~- 
partment containing a report from the Inspector of Fisheries giving a 
list of 57 Babine Indians who would be entitled to nets for the 
peason of 1906, also the names of destitute Indians who would re- 
quire assistance. 

A copy of the report was sent to Superintendent 
Vowell and he was informed that, as indicated, the only compensation 
necessary to Indians for heroditary cleima would be the issue of 
some nets for a time and possibly some relief to @ few of the aged 

therefore 

and destitute. It was not considered necessary to collect any 
further information on the subject. 

In reply Mr. Vowell stated that he was of the 
opinion thot the proposed arrangement in the way of compensation 


might prevent any serious suffering amongst the Indians as well as do 


ay 


away with the likelihood ef trouble between the Indians and the Fishery 


Officer. 

Mr. Yowell was accordingly informed by letter of 
3rd June, 1906, that the Department would provide $260.00 for the 
purchase of nets for the Indians in the Babine Agency and that he 
might take the necessary action at the proper time. 

The Fishery Department was informed of the propos 
ea action of thie Department and was also asked,on 3rd January, 
1906, what provision was being made by that Department towards re- 
moving the obstacles on the West side of the canyon, the Bulkley 
River, referred to by Fishery Officer Helgesen in his report of the 


22nd Octeber, 1906. 
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A report was received of date the Sth January stat~ 
ing that the work referred to would be proceeded with without de- 
lay. It was added that it was gratifying that some neene tub te 
sight by the united action of the Departments leading to the general 
prosperity of the Indiane and the betterment of the fishery» 

Mr. Vowell, Indian Superintendent, reported, 18th 
January, 1906, that he had arranged with the Fishery Overseer for 
the purchase of the nets and recommended that the Indian Agent ac~ 
company that gentleman when the nets were being presented. The ao- 
tion of Mr. Vowell and his recommendation were approved by the De- 
partment by letter of the 27th January last. 

By letter of the 14th February Mr. Vowell forwarded 
a report from Mr. Lering, Agent for the Babine Agency, regarding the 
abolition of weirs in his Agency» 

A letter of date the 25th July was received from 
the Indian Superintendent inclosing one from Mr. Helgesen, Fishery 
Oversee, Hazelton, stating. that the Babine Indians had refused to 
accept the nets which had been purchased for them by the Depart- 
ment. 

Mr. Helgesen stated, in his letter, that it would 
appear that some white man hed told the Indians last winter that they 
had an tadisputable right to barricade the rivers in spite of the 
Goverment or their representatives and from what he had learned he 
believed it was their intention to again put in the dame. 

Mr. Vowell stated in forwarding this letter that 
he had received no report regarding this matter from Agent Loring, but : 


that he had reminded him that one was expected, 


In connection with telegran received from Mr. Sloan, 


M.P., that Fisheries Guardian, Babine Lake, had been assaulted by 


Indians, who had erected barricades, Mr. Supt. Vowell was instructed — 
te 
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to commmicate with the Indian Agent and wire result. A reply 
has been received stating that he had done as directed and would 


advise later. 
A census list of the Indians of Babine and Skeena 


River Agencies is attached hereto. 


RE cing os Bods das 
A y Qh aiamet va Ah ag chlo 
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HAZELTON ByC. 
August 3Ist 1906 


J. T. Williams 
: Inspector of Fisheries, 
PORT ESSINGTON B.C, 


Names of Indians constructing barricades Little Tom, 
Ambroise,Big Francis, Antoine, Adadole,Amillei,Johnny 
Alec,Madam,Bob, Peter ,John,Billy,Attio"Leaders” 

July 22nd .Two disobeyed summons for net stealing. Six 
arreated under warrants,amid showers of blows, landed 
on Officers,prisoners resisted with help of tribesmen 
July 23rd.0fficers attempted to remove barricade mul- 


titude squaws armed with clubs made for purpose ~ 
attacked men dealing blows right and left,Indians 
behind squaws with ¢lubs,rest Indians fifty or sixty 


in line on bank of river with clubs,all shaking with 
excitement frothing at the mouth looking like fiends 
turned loose from Hades,men( guardians ) had to desist 
or get killed.I stand by letter 25th all details,no 
further developements.I accompany agent to Babine 
rd September.Nothing can allay trouble but force. 


H. Helgesen 
Fishery Overseer. 
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PORT ESSINGTON B.C. 
August SIst I9I6 


L. P. Brodeur 
Minister Marine & Fisheries. 
OTTAWA. 


Telegram received. Babine Indiams general character 
bad.Guardians did all in their power to avoid conflict 
Chiefs all in favour of barricades urged tribe on and 
erected barricaeds ,Fishery Officers attempted to 

pull down barricades and were attacked .Chiefs told 
them they touch barricades at peril of their lives,so 
they desisted or would have been killed,0Officers not 
seriously hurt,whole tribe unanimous . 

Stipendiary Magistrate dispatched five constables to 
arrest six Indians,for infringement of Fisheries Act, 
Indians defied constables and rescued prisoners amid s 
showers of blows,whole tribe say they will resist until 
the last one.Not general uprising confined at present 
to local tribe of Babines other tribes awaiting results 


If Department do not act promptly Indians all over my 
district will ignore Fisheries Act and defy Guardians 
Magistrate at Hazelton strongly advises the sending of 


a sufficient force to enforce law says situation ser - 
ious .Refer my telegram 30th Venning. 


John T Williams 


Inspector of Fisheries. 
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HAZELTON B.C. 
SKEENA RIVER 


Dear Mr Williams:- 
I expect your Officer Mr Helgesen has 
reported fully on the trouble he has 
had with the Babine Indians,in trying 
to enforce the Fishery laws, The matter 
now stands thus, The Indians have defied 
the law and Government,and the Govern- 
ment will have to send a sufficient force 
of men to enforce the law and punish the 
Indians or let the natives have their 
way,and recall all the Fishery Guardians 
from this section of British Columbia. 
Some weeks ago Mr Helgesen laid a com 
plaint before me ,and I issued warrants 
for six of the Babine Indians ,five Con 
stables went to Babine to get these men 
but were unable to do so; I cannot get 
a sufficient force of men here to warrant 
sending to Babine again,and as these war- 
rants were issued on complaints made by 
your Officer,I trust you will use your 
best endeavours to get a force of men 
sent up to Babine. I honestly believe 
without the Government shows a strong 
hand in. this case we are likely to have 
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If needed I can make arrangements for a 


pack train to be here to convey a force of 


men,from here to Babine ,the usual price for 
freight is 24 cents per pound ( distance 
sixty miles ). 


Yours Truly 
Edward H. Hicks Beach 
Stipendiary Magistrate. 
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August 27th I906 


John T Williams Esq — 
Inspector ofFisheries,. 
PORT ESSINGTON B.C. 


Dear Sir:- 
We now know the worst of it,Special Guardians 
Norrie and Wells came in last night,and were 
sorry to own that they had beat an ignomin- 
ious retreat. eats 
I enclose the particulars of the case seen by 
Guardian Wells,and am sorry there is no time 
to condense it; I endeavoured to have a meet 
ing with Mr Hicks Beach and Indjan Agent,but 
we found out the steamer was leaving so had 
little time to deliberate. You will see by 
Well's report that the Indians were well or 
ganised,they hisked on the wemen with clubs 
with the hope to get the men ( Fishery Guar- 
dians ) to loose their temipers,and as soon 
as that should occur,there were a few men be 
hind the women with clubs to attack the Fish 
ery Guardians,as soon as any of the womenwas 
pulled down; The rest to the number of 50 or 
60 drawn up in line on the banks of the river 
having clubs narrowed at the handle ,knobs at 
end made for the purpose,six were arrested 
under warrants,four by summons ,all resisted 
arrest and were rescued by tile rest,they said 
none would go until the whole tribe were 
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taken,and gave our men to understand, if they touched 
the barricade it would be at the peril of their lives. | 
Norrie said he received blows on the back,from the 
women thet nearly disabled him,Wells fared worse, the 
Squaws had him dow in the water,among the boulders : 
and nearly pounded him to death,so they had to give it 
up. You will see Sir,that those Indians are now out- 
laws and the Hugglegates and Hazeltons are undoubtedly 
with them if necessary,and that will mean the Morris 
town Indians to,as some of them have told us 80; 

Now Sir it id the opinion here that nothing less thah 
100 hundred Militia men well armed will do any good 

in bringing them to justice,and I trust you will do 
your utmost to back us up, and I should advise to not 
pick up civillians for a posse,as they could not be 
depended on. 

Weok@uuethmenanttat cbdchyvaxynpjammsbhatBaping yi xhépex 
We have the control of every place but Babine so far; 
I hope the Government will back us up immediately,for 
if this thing is let go ,you could not imagine the 
terrible effect it would have on the Indians,and we 
would have no further business here; A few of the Indi 
ans along the lake will get no winter supply of fish , 
every fish almost will be taken,at the barricades ,on 
I need not mention about the abominable lies they have 
told about me. 


Yours very Truly 


H. Helgesen. 
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RT ESSINGTON, B.C., 
August SIet 1906 199 


I herewith beg to endlose H. Helgesen’ report on 
the trouble with the Babine Indians,also copies 
of all telegrams sent by me and received by me in 
this connection to date,also a copy of a letter 
received by me from-Rdward H. Hicks Beach,Stipen = 
diary Magistrate at Hazelton B.C.which reached 

me on the same day as Hélgeaen' report. 

My recommendations by telegram to you were based 
on these telegrams and letters,and my own personal 
knowledge of these Indians, 

There te not the slightest doubt that they are a 
det®rmined tribe and are of bad character,and the 
initial cause of the troukle,was,the adviee given 
them by irresponeitie white men. 

We were on the verge of trouble with them on pre- 
vious occasions,and if the early part of this 
season, had hoped however that Mr Helgesen's 
experience and influence with them previously, 


would avert any serious or tribaé trouble, but un- 


fortunately iit was not the case, 


Hon L. P. Brodeur 
Minister of Marine & Fisheries. 
OTTAWA. 
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My reasons as given in telegram to Mr Venning, were 
based on ay long experience with Indians,and I believe . 
thet if a qmall force of Civillians were sent to the 
scene of the trouble ,blediesbed would undoubtedly occur, 
but a forces of 76 ox £00 Militia would have such an im- 
posing appearance, tpht, the Indians would be overawed a 
and offer no com¥ined resistance. 

The Chiefs are entirely to blame for a}l the trouble, 
for they vére the originetore ant instigatore, and in,- 
cited the tribe by violent epeeches and artions, 

I consider that if the Department teoillate in con- 
nection with thie important matter,our Officers lives 
will be tm dahger,aad I shat] be obliged to withdraw 
them from thie eactian of British Columbia, shich means 
that. all the Inmdiene will barricades ths streams and 
rivergané aomperstively no seimon wil] reech their 
spawning grounds. 

I may inform you that [ condéider this accounts for the 
unsatisfactory condition of the Skeena River at the 


present time,and for thfee ecacéne back,aa it is impos - 
sible for the River to stand salmon being captired at 
the mouth by the Canmérted,in euch immense quantities, 


and again destroyed in countleas numbers on reaching 
theit spawnidg grownda by the Indiens.for their wimters 
supply of food and for tale. 

Last season was the firet season that no barricades we 
were creeted,and we have Helgesen's report stating , 
that ealmon reached spawning grounds where they had 
not been seen for years. 

We were hoping to derive some benefit from the removal 
of the barricades in I909,and I am firmly convinced 

we should. have done so,had the barricades been kept Sut 
of the Babine river. 


Department of Marine and Fisheries/ RG 23, vol. 164 
Ministére de la Marine et des Pécheries File/Dossier 583, 
Part/partie 1 


2¢ 


T mention these details ,as I consider that if all the 
Indians are allowed to barricade on the Skeena river 
and tributaries, in a few years the Canning industry 
will be paralized. 

Also I fail to see the advisability of the Department 
spebding sums of money removing obstructions form the 
different tributaries of the Skeena and Babine,if the 
Indians are allowed to barricade the rivers and streams 
and capture all the salmon on their spawhing grounds. 

I trust therefore the Department will take prompt and 


decisive measures to restore order among the Babine 


Indiang,and make examples of the instigators of this 
trouble,also the ring leaders,and those who assaulted 
my Officers, by meeting out to them a severe punish ~ 


I am Sir 
Your obedient servant 


ke YW Mi licaut§ 


Inspector of Fisheries. 
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“Stuart Lake Mission, Port St. James, B. 0., 
Sept. 8, 1906, 
Frank Pedley, Bsa. , 
Deputy Supt. General of Indian Affairs, Ottawa. 
Sir ,~- 

I have the honour to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your telegram of the 4th instant, which overtook 
me on my way to Stuart Lake from Vancouver. I wired at once 
to the Babine Indians and communicated with Mr. Loring the 
Indian Agent. 

The following information will enable you to 
understand the situation and cause of the trouble. 

The carrier Indians, who are of gentle dispo~ 
sition, were from time dmmemorial in the habit of catching 
salmon for their yearly supply by obstructing streams or 
head of lakes, without fish getting less. Now on account of 
too many canngries on the coast this fish is becoming scarce, 
and for the preservation of it the Indians have been asked 
to remove the obstructions. Last summer the Babine Indias 
did se, because they understeod from the fisheries comnis— 
sioner or his attendant that they would be paid s#x hundred 
$600.00 fer the work of removal and that orphans and widows 
would receive rations, besides nets would be déstributed to 
all. The nest were given but being too old and rotten they 
were only an eccasion of losing fish and time; the $600.00 
never came, neither the rations; the consequence was: early 
in Maro number of families were hard up fet food; that ex- 
asperated the Indians and when the Cemmissioner came again 
thie summer with only 60 feet ef net fer each family they 
refysed to have anything to do with him, and said that they 


were rather willing te go to jail where food would be given, 


or 
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er to be killed on the spet than to die of starvation. 


If the Indians could be brought not to depend on game or fish 
for their living, but have their attention drawn te farming 


and stock raising, a great deal of good would be accomplished 
but the cemmon summer froste make the first very uncertain 
and for the secend they need meadow. Some have already begun 
te raise stock and to that effect they are cutting hay on 
Government land, but white settlers come day after day and 
take the land, forcing the Indian out; if semething is not 
dene in time the natives will have nowhere to cut hay, for 
their reserves in many respects are not always what they 
should be, and as a rule witheut means of irrigation. 

When these reserves were laid out the Indians 
shewed themselves very indifferent having no use for land, 
becaiige fish and game were phentiful and undisputed, but now 
game is gene and fish scarce. 

Why not secure for the natives at least the 
lands eutside of theirrreserves on which they have, in bona 
fide, built comfortable homes and where they feed their 
steck. 

If that is not done we may leok for centinual 
treuble, and in the end. the Indian would beceme the pen-- 
siener of the devernment which on account of his inoclina- 
tion te laziness would cause his complete ruin. 

I put myself at the disposition of the Indian 
Agent, Mr. Loring, with whem I am well acquainted, and shall 
spend the winter at the Babine reserve. 

I have the heneur te, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


ade Ne Coccela, 0M,I. 
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Hazelton, August 27th, 1906. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA, 


Sir; « 

In further regard to your letter No. 86, W+4 
dated the 14th of February last, and part of my report for 
Jast month, concerning fishing. at Babine, I have the honour 


to report that in the instance of two Indians, one Duncan 


and another Hall, taking a net each, the Old Fort Babine 


Chief Michel sent 4 Indians to confiscate the said two 
nets. 

On the instigation of Mr. Fishery Overseer 
Helgesen warrants were issued for the said Michel and the 
other 4 Indians, all of whom failed to make their appearan- 
ce Siri the day fixed (25th inst.) 

Also, during the fishery guardian's absence 
from Babine, the barrier was replaced, and the Indians de- 
clared that they all were prepared to die in keeping it 
there till they fot enouwth fish. 

I have learned that in consequence thereof, 
coupled with the first mentioned instance, Mr. Helgesen had 
sent for 100 militia men wherewith to enforce compliance. 

Regarding all, I did not leave a single 
stone unturned to win the latter. Under date, I have writ~ 
ten the Babines a letter appealing to their good seni to 
send in the men wanted, to have the thing over ere the mat- 
ter become hoyeless and their village were made to suffer.’ 

In referring to the barrier during my vyes~ 
ence of last month at Babine = when refusing the nets = the 
Indians there were most voluble in their expressions of 
obedience to me in all matters, barring the former mode of 
their fishing. With them, to the contrary, it was a fixed 

A. W. Vowell, Esquire, idea 


Superintendent of Indian Affairs, B.C., bes, 
ma Victoria, Be C. 
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idea that it would prove inadequate, and meant starvation 

for their children and to the old people, and they stated 

that as their guardian it would seem unreasonable to allow 
them to be imposed upon. 

The nerve of the whole matter lies in this 
that the Indians there were constantly being assured both 
by parties on the coast and by others passing to and from 
Omineca that they had an indisputable right to getting. fish 
in the way referred to, which could not be dispelled by 
argument. 

Upon due deliberation regarding the latter 
fact, and considering the cost 100 militia men being sent 
will incur, it would seem the easier to err on the side of 
leniency by giving the Babines, in compromise with the De- 


partment of Fisheries, an exception to the rule for a few 


In my opinion, about as many salmon would 
enter the Babine Lake, by having the centre of the barrier 


open from 6 A.M. Saturdays to 6 P.M. Sundays and all days 


during the weeks lasting the period the fishing is on, i-es, 


from July 15th to September 15th. 

But, no doubt, this cannot be accomplished 
unless legislating upon the subject in this particular 
case, if a middle course at all were possible. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
R. E. Loring, 
Indian Agent. 
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Hazelton, August 20th, 1906. 


I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt 
of the following telegram: - 
"Victoria, B.C., August 20, 1906. 
" R. BE. Loring, Indian Agent, 
Hazelton, Be GC. 

Serious trouble reported between Babine In+ 
dians and Fishery officers. Wire briefly facts and opinion 
and write fully. * 

(Sgd.) A. W. Vowell. " 
to which I replied :- 
Hazelton, B.C., August ZOth, 1906. 


"A. W. Vowell, Indian Affairs, 
Victoria, B. C. 


May overcome trouble. Will leave for Babine 
next Saturday." 


(Sgd.) R. EB. Loring.® 

Regarding the foregoing I have the honour 
to state that concerning to write fully, a great deal is 
given in my letter of the 27th inst., by going herewith 
under separate cover. But, must additionally remark that, 
since then, another warrant was issued for Chief Big George 
of Babine. And, since arrival of a fishery guardian and 
a special of that service thence, it was reported to its 
overseer Mr. Helgesen that in trying to remove the barrier 
they were opposed by nearly all the women of Babine, and 
virtually driven from the barrier, after having met with 
considerable abuse. In the latter respect, the Indian men 
did not take part in so far as actual opposition is concern- 


ed. In the perplexity of method, how to overcome the sit~ 


uation, the call for the 100 militia men was made, and 


A. W. Vowell, Esquire 
Superintendent of Indian Affairs, B. C., &c:, 
' Victoria, B. C. 


there 
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a 
there is nothing for which the public seemingly are more 
grateful than being fPequentiy treated to a panies 

With somewhat of intelligent discrimination, 
no doubt, the matter can be settled. In so far as can be : 
now foreseen, the Indians were only impressed with the 
@atees already made mention of and were inordinately st im-« 
ulated in their activity regarding immunity in their per- 
sisting in adhering duly to the barrier. 

I will repair to Babine Monday instead of 
Saturday next, on account of not getting a proper inter- 
preter till then, and intend to overcome any uncompromising 
attitude existing; and avoid, if possible, the disagree- 
able expedient as recommended. No doubt, with a preformed 
intention to reconstruct the barrier, the nets were refus= 
ed. But, the Indians regarded both retrospectively and 
at present, are not malevolently inclined, but were delud- 
ede 

Of the suffering, constantly being complain= 
ed of, much is simulated, and in part attributable to the 
lack of proper energy in providing for the old. 

But, in treating on the whole district 
rather in a broad outline than in detail, I would respect- 


fully recommend that the Government may provide a squad of 


from 8 to 12 of Royal mounted police for the Bulkley Valley | 


as & menace to evil-doers. Their very presence be a check 
on any of those with ill-assorted intentions. The two 
Indians so recently having committed two murderg, after 
several ineffectual attempts to get them, are still at 
large; and, no doubt, the projected railway through this 
district will copiously contribute its quota of a lawless 
element, at a bound. 
I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


R. E. Loring, 
Indian Agent 


Department of Marine and Fisheries/ RG 23, vol. 164 
Ministére de la Marine et des Pécheries File/Dossier 583, 
Part/partie 1 


Re 


AEE AR ER I EI RETAIL LEE TRI AAMT IRR EA Oe 


Copy. 
629 2-4. Indian Office, Victoria, B. ¢., 
| Sept. LOth, 1906. 


With further reference to the trouble re+ 


ported amongst the Babine Indians in connection with the 
attempted removal of their barricades, &c., by the officers 
of the Marine and Fisheries Department, I have the honor 

to inclose herewith duplicates of letters received from 

the Indian Agent, Mr. Loringy dated respectively 27th & 
30th ultimo. 

From a perusal of the Agent's report of 27th 
ultimo it appears that Mr. Loring has done all in his power 
to settle the matter amicably and touching his suggestion 
to the effect that the Babine Indians be allowed the use 
of their barricades, &c., for a few years until they become 
reconciled to the existing laws governing their removal, 
&ce, I think it worthy of consideration. 

In his report of ZO0th ultimo he recommends 
that the Government may provide a squad of from 8 to 12 
of the Royal Mounted Police for duty in the Bulkley Valley; 
should such a course meet with the approval of the Govern- 
ment I think it would be in the interests of the Indians 
and whites alike, and would conduce very much towards es- 
tablishing that feeling of security in regard to the main=- 
tenance of law and order which is especially desirable in 
a sparsely settled and out-lying section of the Province 
to induce settlement, &c., 

The Secretary, Your obedient servant, 


Dept. of Indian Affairs, A. W. Vowell, 
Ottawa, Ont. Supt. of Indian Affaire, B. C. 
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ALSO To THE DATE OF THIS LETTER 


ADDRESS REPLY TO THE 
| Secretary Depry oF Inoian AFFAIRS | 
OTTAWA 


In connection with the trouble 
amongst the Babine Indians owing te the removal of 
barricades by the officers ef yeur Department, I beg 
te enclese for your information copy of letter from 
Supt. Vowell of Victoria, dated loth instant, to~ 
gether with copies of reports enclosed therewith from 
Indian Agent Loring, of Hazelton, dated 27th and 30th 
ultimo; and also cepy of a letter from the Rev. B. 
Geccela, 0. M. I., dated at Stewart Lake Miasion, 
Fert St. James, on the 8th instant, 

The following telegram has been re~ 
ceived from the Indian Office at Victoria to~day, 

" Re letter oar lta three feur of 
" tenth instant, Loring wipes de follows: ' conse~ 
" quent a meeting provincial gevernment was asked 
" request of Dominion force of Royal Northwest 
* Mounted Police for general purpose district co- 

" incide.'" 

A further telegram has just been 
received from Chief Big George of Babine Indiansy 
which reads as follows,- 

" Will government agree allow us put 
" in salmen barrier epening sam6 from twelve noon 
“ Saturday te six pm. Sunday twelve feet epace we 
* wish meet wishes ef gevernment but moans atarve- 

" tien, authorities wish te arrestus., Will we give 
* eurselves 
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I should like to be advised as te what 
answer sheuld be sent the Chief regarding the barrier. 


Your @ ent servant, 


Acting Deputy Supt. General 
of Indian Affaire. 


Lt.-Col. F. Geurdeau, 
Deputy Minister ef 
Marine & Fisheries, 


Ottawa. 
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 River:residents petitioning for force of one hundred 
polive stationed at:Hazelton"for winter.I approve 
t effective and necessary arrangement in: v 
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Vancouver B 0 Sept 20th-0s,” 
Hon. P Brodeur, 


Min of M & P.,—oprdwa, 


- Pisherios Commissionnstrongly recommend sending militia 
Saha toes police ‘preferable one hundred of latter. 


‘as ba- 
very bad on-other 


EE Prince, 
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RE DIPFICULTIZG WITH BABINE INDIANS, BRITISH GOLUMBIA, 
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In connection with the Memorandum and file 
now before the Minister for consultation with hie 
oolleagues, as to the course to be pursued with re~ 
gard to the above difficulty, the following telegram, © 
dated 25th, September, has just been received from 
Inepeotor Williame :- 


® Babine Indians removed barricades about 


fifteenth September, because they had pinyin 
Galmon for winter supply of food, Prisoners aFrested 
and subsequently resoued by tribe are still at large. * 
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W. G, * Die, * 


September 26th. 1906, 


With reference to previous correspondence 
on the aubject, I beg to state that the Department 
has just received a despatch from Fishery Inepector 
J, T, Williams, dated at Aberdeen on the 25th. instant, 


which reads ae follows:~ 


* Babine Indians remove barricades about 
fifteenth September, because they had sufficient 
salmon for winter cGupply of food, Prisoners arrested 
and subsequently rescued by tribe are still at large. * 


Ian, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


F, Gourdeau, 


Deputy Minister of Marine and Pisheries, 


Mr, Prank Pedley, 
Deputy Superintendent General, 
Indian Affairs, 
Ottawa, Ontario. 


Department of Marine and F isheries/ RG 23, vol. 164 
Ministére de la Marine et des P&écheries File/Dossier 583, 
Part/partie 1 


PUBLIC ARCHIVES 
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES 
CANADA 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS 


: Ait snmongin ure secudived ti didn Clanngiamy toe enaipanuiali outieas tail eabhaeeiil optitilanna aime aie din 
their Blank Form No, 2, which terms and conditions have been agreed to by the sender of the following message, 
This is au unrepeated message, and is delivered by request of the sender under these conditions, 


B. 8. JENKINS, Gen, Supt., Winnipeg, Man. 4 w. BARBER, Sant. i, Teron : 
J. WILSON, Supt., Vancouver, B.C. bg Se DER apt, et Patt Migntreat, Que. ; 
J. TAIT, Arat. Supt., Winnipeg, Man. tanaaer Herat towers, 
a ater ate ct cetine eR eI it at Agent a i 


Ae ater 
m8. Ra, Jo. Aa., 31-Collect-2Exa., 2, 40 agd 3,30 Via Ash. 


Minister Marine & Fisheries, Ottawa— 


| indiens removed barricades about fifteenth September because 
hed sufficient salmon for winter: supplyyof food, prisoners arrested 
Sse eet let eet ao Nt Natt Nd at it A tl ONeill 
subsequently rescued by tribe are still at large. 
dno T. Williame., 


Inepr Fisheries. 
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; Sept. 20th, 1906, 
lt 


f enelose you copy of a report dated ard, 
instant, from Pishery Guardian Charles Durham of OLte 
winegate, Skeena River, You will observe that duard~ 
ian Durham explains the reasons for addressing the 
Minieter direct on the subject, 

I should be obliged if you would report 
inmediately upon the subject of duardian Durham's 
letter, giving as full categorical answers as possible 
to the points raised by him in that report, 

In the meantine 1t appears to me that the 
principle involved is precisely that whien obtains 
with regard to the Babine aiffieulty, ot111 pending, 
and there would appear to be no reageon why any par~ 
ticular branch of these trinuhiebbe: should be barred 
to the passage of fish to their spawning grounte e 
_dndeed if such illegal ant destructive methods of 
fishing are oountenanced by the Department anywhere, 
it would be unreasonable, if not impossible, to 
attenpt ite prohibition eloevhere, 

I have submitted Guardian Durham's report 
to the Minister on these lines 3 but should be obliged 

for 


| @. % Wilidans, Req, 
: inspector of Pisheries, 
Port Bosington, B. OG. 
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for any remarks you may have to make thereon 


his further information, 
In thie eonnection I may adi that no 


decision has at thie mowent been reached with regard 


to the ultimate course to be pursued towards the 


Babine Indiane ; but ao the Minister is expected to 
return to Ottawa tomorrow, I hope to be able to 


oomunicate some decision to you, 


I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


R. N. Venning. 


Assistant Commissioner of Fisheries. 
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I have to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Lotter attresset to the Honourable, the Minister of 
Marine and Fisheries, on the subject of the barricad+ 
ing of the Gitewinegool river by Intiane of that 
locality, 

The Departnent ie procuring a report frou 
the Inepretor of Pisheries on the subject. Heanthile 
your letter hao been subaitted to the Minieter in 
conneation with @ einilar question raised by the 
Babine intiane, whieh ie at prosent engaging the 
attention of the Ministers 


i am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


R. N, Venning, 


Agvistant domnivsioner of Fisheries, 


Snares Durnes; Req, 
: - Pishery Ofticer, 
@tewinecate, 
Skeena River, 3, Ge 
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The attached report direct to the Minister 
_ for the reasons therein explained is forwarded by 
' §pecial Fishery Guardian Charles Durham, at Git~win- 
gate, Skeena River, and the river to which he refers, 
the Git-win—-cool, appears to be a tributary of the 
Skeena, apparently from his letter about one hundred 
and seventy-five miles from the mouth of the Skeena. 


The situation appears to be much the same 
as at Babine, with the exception that the Indians 
have not offered any actual resistance to the Fishery 
Officer, The principle involved is precisely that 
in connection with the Babine difficulty and there 
is no reason why one branch more than another of 
these tribudtaries should be illegally barricaded, 
in fact if such illegal and destructive method of fish- 
ing is allowed in any one locality, it would be unm 
reasonable and impossible..o prohibit it elsewhere, 


Fishery Guardian Duzham kas written to the 
Minister, as the administrator of the Department, 
as he says by arrangement with the Indians. 


I do not see that any other action can be 
taken ; but that which has already been pursued by 
the Fishery Guardian under instructions ; but I have 
forwarded a copy of the report to Fishery Inspector 
Williams for categorical replies and remarks upon 
the points raised by Guardian Durham. 


ME b ivvintae 


Te still 


eoonenset 


Ottawa, 
Sept. 20th. 1906. 


Val Le td _te yap ge. wen 


/ 
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To 
fhe Honourable Minister of Marine and Fisheries, 
Ottawa. 


Although surmising that it is hardly the 
correct thing for a Fishery Guardian to address you, 
Save through the medium of his superior Officer, vig:- 
Overseer and Inspector, I nevertheless have to do 80 
in order to redeem my word, pledged to that effect to 
the Indians of Git-win-cool, whatever the conse= 
quences may be. 

The Git-win-cool Indians are put to sore 
straights on account of the by—law prohibiting,.the 
barricading of st¥eams. Under the circumstances in 
which they are placed, the enforcement of this law 
subjects them to considerable greater loss and hard- 
ships than any other peoplel know of in this country. 

Their village containing probably 200 or 
$00 individuals is situated on the Git-win—cool 
River, about twenty miles from its conflux with the 
Skeena. The stream is very Shallow, on the average 
perhaps only two or three feet deep, with a swift 
current, thus rendering it an absolute impossibility 
to cateh fish by means of net. The fish is of course, 
their principal, nay almost exclusive food, there 
being no attempt at Agriculture, the climate prob~ 
ably not being suitable and Game not being abundant, 
The Indians contend that their barricades will not 
prevent a sufficient amount of salmon from Teaching 
the apawning grounds, as the Git~win-cool River forms 
& perfect inverted delta in emerging from the lake, 


890 
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so that even if they were to barricade one or two 

branches of the network of creeks for a certain number 

of days each week, or for the whole week, lots of 

salmon would get up to the lake through other channels. 
From pergonal observations I am inclined 

to believe this etatement to be correct ; however my 

instructions not leaving me any discretionary powers 

in the matter, I have been obliged to destroy one 

barricade and forbid constructions of new ones. This 

has ereated considerable dissatisfaction amongst 

the Indians, and in a pow-wow with them a couple of 

days ago, there was some excited talk about the 

United Indian tribes driving the white men out of 

the country, building barricades in spite of the law, 

leaving the country altogether, ete. etc. , which 

finally resolved itself into a formal promise on thein 

part not to erect any parricades until further notice, 


|| and on my part to writé direct to the"highest chief 


\lof the law " and lay their case before him, explain- 


ing their condition thoroughly. Hence my letter to you. 
fae Indians further contend that during 

the generations for which they have lived at their 

village, there has been no diminution in the salmon, 

notwithstanding their barricades, until later years, 

and they attribute the recent decrease of fish con- 

sequently not to their parricades ; but to the 

excessive fishing by the canneries. When they could 

go down to the coast and earn sufficient at the 

canneries during the fishing season to enable them 

to buy enough provisions to Keep them through the long 

and severe winter, they were satisfied. Now, however, 

a man's average earnings in the season will be only 


about 
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about $75.00 and at Git-win-cool village, a 2] 
pound sack of flour is worth at least $4.00 and other 
things in proportion, if at all obtainable, as every— 
thing has to be carried from Port Essington to Gite 
win-gate, a distance 9f 155 miles by Steamer or 

canoe, thence for twenty miles by packing over a 

none too good trail. This naturally makes everything 
expensive at Git-win—cool, while the salmon comes 
right to their doors. 

The Indians claim that the barricade pro- 
hibition is a death blow to them in order to favour 
the Cannerymen ; therefore they think that if the 
Government persists in enforcing this law, it ought 
to give the Indians who suffer by it, some recom 
pensation or palliative in the shape of either pro- 
visions or money, and take it out of the canners, who 
are the gainers. 

I have, of course, endeavoured to explain 
that the Government is enforcing the law merely to 
Keep the salmon from utter extermination for the ben- 
efit of the Indians principally ; but they apparently 
refuse to believe that. 

I have looked into their smoke houses and 


sheds and find very, very little fish put up for 


their winter supply. The situation certainly looks 


gloomy from their point of view. 

If I have committed any breach of etiquette 
by writing to you in this manner, I hope you will 
pardon me, and I beg you to believe that I am only 
doing what I sincerely believe to be right. 

Respectfully yours, 
(84) Chas. Durham. 


Git-win-gate, is 
shery Guardian. 


Skeena River, B. 0. 
ptember Srd. 1906, 
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September 27th, 1906, 


0) 


I beg to gonfirm my telegram to you of 


today's date as follows:~ 


" Re your telegram Babine Indians, Pather 
Coccola wires from Praser Bake, yesterday's date, 
that nine Indians surrendered and in jail. Minister 
of Fisheries after receipt of that telegram consulted 
with Minister of Indian Affairs, and it was agreet 
that the nine Indians should be released on suspended 
sentence as guarantee for future good behaviour, 
Arrange immediately on these lines, Wire acknowledge- 
ment this telegram, * 


I may say that thie telegram in the result 


of a conference betreen i Minister of this Depart- 
ment ani the manentntentonsy, of Cacia a 


It was considered that this course 
action would probably dispose of the present deadlock 
in this matter, and it was suggestet that a con 
ference should be held at Ottawa later on, which 
Big Chief George ani Father Coccola would be invited 
to attend to disouss the whole question of future 
arrangements to avoid the reourrence of similar 
ALCP ioulties Amnthecamgers 

If such an arrangement is consumated, it 
is likely that yourself and Officer Helgeson may 
be called upon to be present i but on thie point I 
ehal|, communicate with you at a later date. 

I an, Gir, 
Your obedient servant, 


d, 7, Williams Ry N, Venning, 
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Sept, 27th, 1906, 


Following the conference in the Minietor's 
office this morning on the subject of the Babine 
Indian difficulty, I quote for your information below 
eopies of telegrams today sent to Fishery Inapector 
J, 7, Williama, to Aberdeen, British Columbia, and 


to Reverend Father Coccola, Fraser Lake, via Ash- 


ereft j= 


* Re your telegram Babine Indians, Father 

Coecola wires from Praser Lake, yeaterday's date, 
that nine Indians surreniere’ and in jail. Minister 
of Fisheries, after reoeéipt of that telegram oon= 
oulted with Minister of Indian Affairs, and it vas 

agreed that the nime Indians should be released on 
suepented sentence as guarantee for future good 
behaviour. Arrange immediately on these lines. Wire 
acknowledgement this telegram, * 


* Inspector of Fisheries Willians 
that Ministers Pisheries and Indian Affaire In 
oonsultation have eoneented that the nine Indiane 
may be released on suspended sentence as guarantee 
future good behaviour. * 


Piediak opaeii 


I am, Bir, 
Your obedient servant, 


F,. Gourdeau, 


Deputy Minister of" Marine and Pisheries, 


nd 
Department Indian Affairs, 


_ Ottawa, Ontario. 
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Terms AND CONDITIONS 
All messages are received by (iis Company for transmission, 
their Blank Form No, 2, which terms ar.3 conditions have heen 


‘This is an unrepeated message, and is det: ; ered by request of the sender under these conditions: 
B, 8. JENKINS, Gen, Supt., Winnipeg, Min, 
J, WILSON, Supt,, Vancouver, B.O, W. BARARR, Supt, Toronto, Ont, 
J. TAIT, Acct, Bupt., Winnipeg, Man. pic, A RICHARDSON, ek ‘Montreal, Que, 


, Supt, St in, NB, Manager 
A-170, Ra, Jo. X. 49--3 Exa.Via Ash't, 
: Aberdeen 8.0, 18 Sep't.1906 


Ase't. Comm'r. Fisheries, Ottawa~ 


ery officers usually withdrawn thirtieth of Sep't.from upper 
ma wire instructions re this matter.what steps are ‘department 
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ved by {is Company for transmission, subject to the terms and conditions printed on 
their Blank Form No. 2, which terms ind conditions have been agreed to by the sender of the following message. 


; This is an unrepeated message, and is de\-. cred by request of the sender under these conditions, 
y B.S. JENKINS, Gen, Eupt., Winnipeg, Min, 
3 Toronto, Ont. 
J. WILSON, Supt., Vancouver, B.C. Rei t abg ts foronto, ‘ ee 
“J. TAIT, Aset. Supt., Winnipeg, Man, ash FE aati Sin ands ee ’ ent, 


Via Ash* te 
Aberdeen B.C. ae 


Min'r.M, &. F., 2 vifar 
5... Agent and Fishery Overseer Helgeson eink \ agibeenee’” 


nterviewed Indians on eighth and ninth inetants exhausted overy 
re settlement of trouble Indians would not remove barricades — 
ners etiii refuse to face justice final await instructions, 
John 7. Williams, 


Insp'r.Fisheries. 
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ALSO'TO THE DATE OF THHS LETTER 


ADDRESS REPeYToTWE. |S 
Stenetary Dew: of ino aw Arran 


a Ottawa, 27%h Sept., 19068, 


a(t Z rye ee 
ee th reference to my letter to yeu ef 
| stent regarding the treuble with the Indians at 
et a telegram was sent 
(__"Ghief Big Geerge of the Babine Indians on the g5th in~ 
stant,- 

" Telegram seventeenth received. on ne 
account resist the law. sm consulting Fisheries Depart 
ment re Salmen barrier." 

In connection with the interview which I 
had with yeu this merning, I beg te say that the following 
is a cepy ef telegram, dated 26th instant, frem Rev. 
Father Gecosla at Fraser Lake,— 

* Nine Babine Indians under arrest ever 
fishery treuble. By priest advice Surrendered and are 
in jail. Priest trus you weuld pretect Indians as 
nebedy dees. Rest ef be wired what te de. Please 
answer." 

In enawer Je which the fellewing telegram was sent 


te Father decceta,-— 


the Minister ef this Department sent a 
further telegram this day te Rev. Father Geccela as 


ef George and ‘ 
is eee ae 


is tute a0 comema te 


Lt.~-Gel. F. deurdem, 
Deputy Minister ef 


Ottawa, 
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Ottawa September 27th. ,1906, 


Reverend Father Goccola 
pmcerd Lake,via Ashoroft,B.¢c. 


nepec Williame informed that Ministers Fish- 
‘ an Att ipo in consultation have consemted that the nine 
on suspended sentence as guarantees future good 


Lb oF Brodeur. 


R.N. Venn 
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“Canadian Pacific Railway — 5 Te arp , 


Gemrnny renee ir coma 
Messaces TAKEN oy THis uy ARE ied» recon. See 
sender emp this 
agroed between, tine of the caer an unrgpented mi 
wie ore tues, ty Sypher or sacra moma ie re 
{Rerruption a rf ‘is the working <n ite for peapery 

tigutaat errors, ibe e tbe Compan 1 io beyond, 


tation 


Company ‘orm not be 
page oA Myon ihe bi. ee 


thin wlxty days ipt 0 ihe velegramn for ine ee Ni 


subject to the above terme, whieh are 


Ottawa, September a7tn.,1906. 


a Mi a 
J.T. Williams, 
tor of Fisheries, 
ei Aberdeen,B.o. 


cola. wires 
Lake, ' usrendered and in jail. 


‘er af Fisheries, 
a with Mi 


f : indian 
rentee be feature good 
pe » nmunpended these lines. Wire acknowledgement th: 


““ Bf N,Venning. 


wer READ THE NOTIOR AND AQRERMENT AT THE TOP 
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T.0. Fonm1@ 


ailway Company's Telegra 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS 


All messages are received by this. Company for transmission, subject to the terms and con4ftions 
their Blank Form No. 2, which terms atid conditions have been agreed to by the sender of the followitg m 
‘This is au unrepeated message, and is delivered by request of the sender under these conditions. 


B. 8, JENKINS, Gea, Supt, Winn, , Man AW. BARBER, Supt,, Toronto, Ont. 
r Stlaat one wheres meee NO.¥, RICHARDSON Supt.,.Montreal, Que, JAS. KENT, 
t TALL, Supt., Winaipeg, Man, . W, SNIDER, Supt., St, John, N.B. Manager Telographe, Montreal. 


ABTS Ra Cc K 


16 Collect 2x Via Ashcroft 


Very 


Aberdeen BC Sept 27:08\ <\ah\- 
\ 


John {t Williams, 


Inspector Fisheries, 
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Ovtawa, September a7th. 1906.’ 


Aberdeen, B. ¢. 


Re your telegram Babine Indians\ Father Cooeola wires 

r Lake, yesterday's date, that nine Indians surrendered 

A Bininter of Fisheries, after receipt of that telegran 

with Minister of Indian drfaire, and it was agreed that 
Indians should be released on suspended sentence 46 
for future good behaviouw, Arranwe immediately on these 

Wire acknowledgement this telegram, 


R. Ny Venning. 
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Dear Sire 


Since the receipt of your telegram of the 
20th, instant, Which errivet while I was absent from es 
Ottawa, I have been able to disouse the queation of 
the difficulty with the Babine Indians with wy 
colleague, the Swerintentent General of indian 
Affeixe, The oocasion occuring thie morning, when 
the Department vee informed by telegram from the 
Reverend Father Coccola that nine of the Babine ; 
Indiane surrendered ant vere in jail i als by telegran 
from ineyector Willieme that the barricades had been 
renoved . 

The decieion reached was that arrangenante 
ehoald be made that the nine Indians be released on 
suspended sentenes ae a guarantee for future good 
behaviour, which adjustment wae telegraphed to inapeo~ 
tor Viliiess totay; who wae asked to make lmediate 

errangenents on these lines. i 
@ Sloan, Req, Ms PF, 
Nanaimo, 
British Golucbia, 
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It Ime been further suggested that Chieg 
Big George of the Babine Intiane vith Pather Cocoola i 
ShOUlA be invited to proceed to Ottawa to dincuns 
the whole question, as te what arrangements can be 
mate in future to avoid any (i ffioulty.ocouring. In. 
the event of such a meeting taking place it ie the 
intention that Inepector Williams and Officer Helgeson 


% 


should be present thereat, 


Yours faitnfully, 


Le. P, Brodeur, 
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tawa, October lst.,1906. 


Department of Marine and Fisheries/ RG 23, vol. 164 
Ministére de la Marine et des Pécheries File/Dossier 583, 


Part/partie 1 


ARCHIVES PUBLIGUES — 


q Canadian Pacific Railway Company’s Telegraph 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS 


AU maseayes are received by this Company for tramsmiasion, subject to the tame and semditions printed cad 


their Riank Porm Ne. 2, which terms and conditions have been agreed te by the sander of the following menage 
This ir an umrepeated message, and is delivered by request of the sender under thase conditions. 


J, TAIT, Acat, Supt, Winnipeg, Man. vo 
Sieeeennessienenenenmmeemmener mamma ee 


A~259 RA V RM 9.45pm 


a Collect.2ex. 10.29 * 14.00-via Ash. 
ue 7) RM Aberdeen B C October 2nd-1906, 


we 


Ageat Commissioner a ee 
n'a ithe 
nee GRO) 


R N Venning, 


pS 


‘My telegram forwarding yesterday instructions received by wire Othe 
twenty se¥enth ultimo arrived at Hazelton after trial of Babine Indians 
was ever ,01x Babine Indians each fined under fisheries act for barrica- 
ding Babine River twenty dollars and costs eleven dollars and eighty 


cents or one month's impré@sonment pleaded guilty,dane six fined by pro- 
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nadian Pacific Railway Company’s Telegraph 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS 


Au manages are received by this Company for tramemision, owbject to the terme and conditions printed os 
their Rlank Perm Ne. 2, which terms and conditions have been agreed to by the sender of the following message 
This ir an umrepeated message, and is delivered by request of the sender under these conditions. 


B. &. JENKINS. Gen. Supt., Winnipeg, Man. 4 w. RARRRE, Supt, Yorenta, Oat. 
J. WILSON, #upt., Vanoeuver, B.C. '®. F. RICKARBSON, Supt... 
J: TAIT, Asst, Sapt, Winnipeg, Man, i ». W.GMIDRR Supt., it, John, H.R, 


A-~259 RA V RM 9.45pm (2nd sheet ), 


vineial authorities see section 144 criminal code six months in prison 
with hard labor Or one hundred. dollars fine. Two indians in net stea ling 


ease sentenced each to threes months in Pprison.Chief acquitted,zone Ba 


bine after noney Jhone paid fines yet indians in custody.Re your telegram 


of first instant have wired convicting magistrate re subsection 6 section 


48 fisheries act ,L cannot interfere with provincial convictions. Name of 


convicting magistrate Edward H Hicks-Beach Hazelton BC 


John I Williame, 


Inspeater Fisiveri 
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Ootober Srd,,190@, 


With reference to our conversation of 
Monday,I englose,as promised,oopy of the telegraphic 
reply reoeived to my telegram to the Inepeotor of 
Pisheriesror the let. inetant,from which you will 
Observe that a complication nas arieen over which 
the Federal Government a)peare to have no oontrol,nor 
hae it any machinery which could be set tn motion 
in the prenises, 

Possibly tie advice of the Departrient of 
Justice might now be of aome use,and tat appears 
to be @ matter for your Department to take uw. 

at Tt 4a unfortunate that the efrorte made 

by the Minister of warine and Fisheries and the 
Miperintendent Genefal of Indian Affaire,and the 
agreement reached by them,which would have effected 
& eatiefagtory settlement) of the case so far as the 
Fisheries Departnent i oonoerned,have been nulii« 
fied by the aetion of the Provincial authorities in 


intervening at such an unpropitious stage, 


I an, bir, 
Your obedient servant, 


R.N,.Venning, 
‘ihe 
Assistant Commissioner of Piste ries, 


neral of Indien affairs, 
Ottawa, 
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AU massages are received by this Company fer tramsaniasion, ule jnet hh tee oe ad omtitiome primtad wm 
their Rlawk Porm No. 2, which terma and conditions have bees agreed te by the semcer of the following message 
This ir on umrepeated message, and is delivered by request of the sender under these cenditions, 

B. &, JENKINS, Gen, Supt., Winnipeg, Man. BARBER 

J. WILSON, Supt., Vancouver, B.C. io” i. Supt. Jha, WENT, 

J. TAIT, Asst. Supt. Winnipeg, Man. at . W. OTR wi f Ge a ee oe a 
SS tt 


11: 45P 


Ae Alt] thoes. 2 Ex. Via Ash. 
oy APA. vaneriton BC Oct 2nd:062 


Minister Marin ipheryss freA te nee \ 
£ OS aa 7 Ottawa. eonee gia 


Cannot release Babine Indians pleaded guilty lenient emtthea, o same 


axl 


Indians convicted for obstructing peace officer,Disobeying warrants and 


assaulting Constables section one hundred forty four criminal code. 


Believe case misrepresented to you by Father Coccola.Release of these 


Mon would mean garge expence in recapturing then. 


- Chita E Hicks Beach, 


ie g Nn Spgs 1 Mf Z i Stipendiary Magistrate. 
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L.P Brodeur, 
Minister Marine a Fishertem, 
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sit 


v7, T. Williams, 
Inspector of Fisheries, 
Aberdeen, B, 6. 


Minister has wired Stipendiary Magistrate Hagelton, that under 
Seetion eighteen, sub-secttan six, he remits full penalties imposed 
© Indians, under Fisheries Act, for barricading Rivey 

hive of penalties under Crimnal Gode at instance Previncial 


ties or otherwise, Indian Department is eonsulting Minister 
ioe as to these latt alties, , 


Ghge. W. & PF. R. uN, Venning, 
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS 


All messages are received by this Company for transmission, subject to the terms an’ conditiens printed on 
their Blank Form No, 2, which terms and conditions have been agreed to by the sender uf the following Livsgage, 
This is an unrepeated message, and is delivered hy request of the sender under these con:litions, 


TiN 4, Gen, Supt, Winnipeg, Man, A.W BARBER, Supt.. Toronto, Ont 
VY, Supt., Vancouver, BA, ra F. RICHARDSON trent, svenuneet. Que. JS, KENT, 
t., Winnipeg, Man, W. SNIDER, Supt., St. John, N.B. Manager Tov crapne, Montreal, 


Le. 30th WAS 3 oF. 


30 Collect Via Ashoroft : 
Fraser Lake B i 29th 1906 


L.P.Brodeur ia hari 


FISHERIES 


Min,Marine and Fisheries CT 4 


e with 
Ottawa, | CORRESP YG : 
eT TRR tie a 


[Received 920 P.M.from chie? Big George kabine folTowing telegram 
"Six Indians convicted over fishery trouble cant pay going 
Westminster six months advise » " Answered them dont pay, 


Father Coccola 
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Ootovor Sth. 1906, 


In gontinuation of my letter to you of today’s 
date, I enelone copy of a further telegram reovived 
in conneetion with the Babine Inaian aiffioulty, Thies 
telegram wae addresses to the Minister of Marine and 
Fisheries by ur, B, Hicks Beach, Stipendtiary Magistrate 
at Hagelton, by whom the Indians were conviotet, 


It io prepunes that your Department will 
“eonault the Department of Justice as to whether there 
io any method or ‘ealing With thepresent eonplisation 
aleed by the action on benair Of the Local Govern~ 
ment under the ¢rimnal Gode, ant I should be obliged 
if you would be gova enough to immediately inform 
this Departwent of whatever action you may take,in 
order tha$ the Minister way be atvises thereor, 

I @le0 @nelosé copy of the reply of the 
Minister to the telegraw above referret to, 


I av, Sir, 
Your obedient aervant, 
¥. Gourdeau 


Marine and Pisheries, 
Deputy Minieter of Marine and Pioheries, 
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by the sonder-of the fellewing » 
Se ee 


7, WILOM, Depa ence ceTiuninees Man. 


Reknreme "RICA aa 


Ras JO, Xe = 36 GOllect~2 Exa.Via Ashot, 


Aberdeen 8.0, & Oct.1906 


Ase't. Comm’ r. Pisheries, Ottawa— 


ting Magistrate Hieksbeach wires cannot release babine | 
prisoners, Considers sentences very lenient, he is wiring 
r, am leaving for ‘Bellaceola sizte instant, anless deusnaen 
structions to remain here, return ten days. 

gohn t, Witaiams. | . 


Imsp'r. Fisheries, 


ea 
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October 5th. 1906, 


In continuation of my letter to you of today’s 
date, | enclose copy of a further telegram received 
in connection with the Babine Indian difficulty, This 
telegram wae addressed to the Minister of Marine and 
Fisheries by Mr, RB. Hicks Beach, Stipendiary Magistrate 
at Hazelton, by whom the Indians were convicted, 

It is presumed that your Department will 
consult the Department of Justice as to whether there 
is any method of tealing with thepresent complication 
raised by the action on behalf of the Local dovern= 
ment under the Grimnal Gode, and I should be obliged 
if you would be good enough to immediately inform 
thie Department of whatever action you may take,in 
order that the Minister may be aivised thereor, 

I also enclose copy of the reply of the 


Minister to the telegram above referred to, 


I aa, Sir, 


Your obedient servar 


2..courdesu, EL bein teri 


hy 1 bs Deputy Minieter of Marine and Fisheries. 


Acting Deputy Sup't-General of In? 
Ottawa, * 


li: 


Department of Marine and Fisheries/ RG 23, vol. 164 
Ministére de la Marine et des Pécheries File/Dossier 583, 
Part/partie 1 


PUBLIC ARCHIVES 
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES 
CANADA 


wah 
Dept. Indian Affairs, "tO 


Ottawa, 4th Oct., 1906. 


Sir,~ 

I enclose herewith file No. 
269,840/1, Ty., of thie Department relating to trouble 
with the Babine Indians owing to removal of barricades 
by officers of the Dept. of Marine & Fisheries. on the 
27th ultime the Minister of Marine & Pisheries and the 
Minister of this Department agreed that the nine Indians 
under arrest should be released on suspended sentence, 
and a telegram was sent te that effect by the Minister of 
Marine & Fisheries to his officer, Inspector Williams, 
at Aberdeen, 5. 6. It appears, however, from a telegram 
from that officer, dated the 2nd inatant, a copy of which 
is om this file and was forwarded under cover of letter 
of Srd instant from the Commissiener of Fisheries, that 
the telegram did not arrive until after the trial of the 
Babine Indians. Since then the Minister of Marine & 
Fisheries has wired the stipendiary magistrate at Hazel— 
ton as follows,- " Under Chapter ninety-five, Revised 
" Statutes, Canada, Section eighteen, subsection six, I, 
“ as Minister Marine & Figheries, remit the full penalty 
" imposed on Babine Indians for offence’ against Fish- 
" eries Act for barricading river, irrespective of penal- 
" ties under Criminal Cede, at instance of previncial 
» quthorities or otherwise. " 

And this Department has been advised by 
the Department of Marine & Fisheries that the action for 
theft and assault under the Ctiminal Cede having been 
initiated by the Provincial authorities is eutside the 
purview of that Department, and that the Minister as 

such 
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such cannot intervene but would interpose no objection 
if relief can be obéhined from any other source. 

I am directed by the Superintendent Gen- 
eral of Indian Affairs to request that you will be good 
enough to take Immediate steps to secure the release 
from prison of all the Indians referred to. 


Your obedient servant, 
(ad) Jd. De. MoLean, 


Act'g Deputy Supt. General 
of Indian Affairs. 


The Deputy Minister 
of Justice, Ottawa. 


Department of Marine and Fisheri 
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BABINE INDIANS ARE BROVOHT TO JUSTIOR. 
They are 


(Special to the Times) 

Hageiton, Sept. 29. —. On Wednesday the nine Indians 
headed by Chief George, who were implicated in trouble with 
the fishery patrol at Babine Lake came to Hazelton on the 
advice of Father Coccola, and voluntarily surrendered to the 
local authorities. 

Yesterday six were found guilty on two separate charges. 
The first was for wlawfully obstructing streams, for which 
they were fined twenty dollars, and eleven added for costs 
or one month in jail each. The second was for obstructing 
officers in the discharge of their duty, for which they were 
fined one hundred dollars or six months in jail each. The 
total fines amounted to $790. ‘Two other Indiangcharged with 
stealing fishing tackle were sentenced to one month in jail 
without the option of a fine. 

fo—day Chief George was acquitted on a charge of in- 
citing other Indians to riotous acte. 


(From Victoria Daily Times newspaper 
of 20th Sept., 1906). 
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BRITISH COLUMBIA, 
BABINE AGENCY, 
Hazelton, September llth, 1906. 


Supplementary in regard t® your letter No. 
86, W-4, dated the 14th of February last and part of my re- 
port for July last and my letters of the 27th and the 20th 
ultimo, concerning fishing at Babine, I have the honour to 
acknowledge herewith the receipt of the following telegram: - 
to wit :- 
Buy iste B.C., September Zrd, 1906. 


"R. Ke Loring, tadded \Agent, 
Hazelton, Be. C. 


"Department will favorably consider any reason= 
able proposition for relief of Indians in danger of 
starvation through removal of barricades, & " 

(Sgd.) A. W. Vowell. * 

i, here beg lenge to state that in connection with 
the forementioned I remit to Babine on the 4th inst., 
having according his wiehes ‘awaitea that date for Mr. Fishe 
ery Overseer Helgesen to accompany me. 

We arrived there on the 7th tnet., and I notified 
the people to assemble as soon as possible. This took 
Place about 2% P. M. on the day following (the \6th). 

By me the people were instructed that I had come 
as intermediary to have six of their number to repair to 
Hazelton to answer any charge that may be brought to bear 
upon them. At the same time the parties referred to were 
aeesured of being leniently dealt with ir complying. 

The meeting with the Indians was most orderly. 
The people were advised to take the nets and to do with them 
the best they comj@,and, if short, they could rely on any 


reasonable 


A. W. hasta Esquire 


endent of Indian Affajre, B.C., &c-, 
Victoria, B. C. 


Superin 
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reasonable assist ance. They promised to take out the bar- 
rier on the Monday following (the 10th). 

Regarding the disobeying of the warrants, they 
advanced the theory:- "If all of us are equally guilty, 
why should the few be singled out to meet the consequences?® 
I rejoined that the law were like a mountain of solid stone 
and that the writs had to be complied with, even if issued 
under an error, and be proud of them if showing themselves 
as men, etc., etc., if facing the consequences. 

In the latter respect, I was twice told of a 
favourable decision having been arrivéd at, which each time 
came to naught in the after-councils amongst themselves. 

For a final answer I appointed 12 m. Sunday 
(the 9th ) whereat I was told that if Father Cocoola were 
to coincide with me and gave them the word to go, it would 
carry; and after having the Indians with me attend the mid- 
day service at the church, I departed from Babine, and re« 
turned here at 6.20 of the llth inst. and delivered the fol- 
lowing telegram :- 

to wit :- 


"Hazelton, B.C., 6.30 P.M., Sept.1ith, 
1906. 


“A. W. Vowell, 
Indian Affairs, 
Victoria, B.C. 

"Barrier promised removed yesterday. Twice suc 
ceeded men under warrants to accompany me, and twice 
upset by aftermeetings of Indians. Said they come 
if Father Cocecola send them word to go to Hazelton." 

(Sgd.) R. B. Loring. " 
In review of the foregoing, I beg leave to men- 


tion that if one had been met at Babine with any signs of 


defiance, 
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defiance, it would be easy to form a conclusion to favour - 
extreme measures. 

By the Indians there, I was told that their 
obedience to me were equal to that to their bishop, etc., 
etce Everywhere the people met me with hats in their hands, 
but nevertheless after exhausting all possible meats, my 
efforts resulted as stated. 

As an antecedent condition the men wanted my 
assurance that they were not to be fined, which, of course, 
I could not give, and impressed them very forcibly with the 
danger by continuing to adhere to their fatuous and des- 
tructive policy. 

In the second last paragraph of my letter of the 
27th ultimo, permit me to draw your attention to the fact, 
that in the sentence, 

to wit :- 

"In my opinion, about as many salmon wuld enter 
“the Babine Lake, by having the center of the barrier open 
"from 6 A. M. Saturdays to 6 P. M. Sundays and all days dur- 
“ing the weeks lasting the period the fishing is on, ise., 
"from July the 15th to September 15th;" it should have been 
made to read;= all nights, instead of all days, during the 
weeks lasting the period the fishing is on. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
R. E. Loring, 
Indian Agente 
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Hazelton, Skeena River, 


British Columbia. 
14th September, 1906. 


To the Hon. Richard McBride, 


Premier of British Columbia. 
Dear Sir : « 

We the residents of Hazelton and district, 
request that you ask the Dominion Government for a force of 
not less than one hundred Royal North West Mounted Police 
to be stationed here for the winter. 

The reason for this request is in consequence of 
a decided feeling of unrest amongst the Indians in this part 
of the country, which can only be dealt with by the Govern- 
ment with firmness. 

The Indians are naturally annoyed at the differ« 
ent encroachments of the white man, not only in the matter 
of land, which they have cherished as their hunting grounds 
for generations, but also on their fishing rights. 

The present of the Babine Indians is certainly 
serious, warrants have been issued, but the prisoners were 
rescued and the Constables assaulted, and with the present 
available force cannot be executed. 

Summonses have been rudely disobeyed, and all 
fishery regulations are defiantly ignored. 

Two murders were committed this spring by Kitik- 
shan Indians, several attempts to find and catch the murder- 
ers having proved unsuccessful, the Indians naturally gather 
that the law is powerless in regard to their case. 

The Dominion Goverment Veterinary Inspector or 
dered a round-up of the Indian horses, for testing for Glan- 
ders, this was set at defiance by the "Hag-wil-gate" and 
"Morice-town" Indians notwithstanding the combined reason- 
ing and persuasive efforts of the Indian Agent, the Bishop 
and Priest. 


This 
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This state of affairs is certain to spread if not 
dealt with at once, and a speedy and effective settlement 
would avert any further trouble if done justly and generous- 
ly, but with decided firmess. 

Trusting you will give this your earnest consid< 
eration and your petitioners as in duty bound will ever 


praye 


We have the honour to be yours very respectfully, 
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Bnclosure. 


Ae W. Vowell 
Superin 


t 


BRITISH COLUMBIA,” 

BABINE AGENCY, 

Hazelton, September 14th, 1906. 
Sir : « 

Subsequent a meeting of some of the residents, 
of here, yesterday evening ~ to which I had been invited «- 
sundry resolutions were formulated and embodied in a peti- 
tion addreseed to the Hon. R. McBride, Premier, B. C., under 
above date, of which I have the honour @ copy to enclose 
herewith. 

I was asked to append thereto my signature, 
put with fitting remarks declined by stating that anything 
I had to communicate had to go through the proper channels 
to the Department I am servings 

It was argued that 100 Royal Mounted Police 
were easily spared to be effective in making a lasting im- 
pression of power in the land for a long time to come, pa 
that body of men were elsewhere not needed, no doubt, their 
being stationed through the Bulkley Valley, would tend to 
that effect without any special expense but that of trans- 
port, ete., etc. 

Regarding the item cited concerning the glan- 
ders, had been disposed of in my letter of the 18th of July 
last, in reply to your telegram, of that date, on the sub- 
jeot. And, no single instance for complaint has since oc- 
curred on that score. 

In respect of the men under warrants and the 
barrier at Babine ~ made mention of om page 1, last para 


graph, and on page 2, first paragraph, respectively, in my 


letter of the llth inst., and by going under separate cover= 


the men are yet still wanted, but the barrier was remo Pe 
scoording to promise on the ‘Monday referred to (the 10th 


dentin’ though formerly it was kept in till toward the end 
of this month. 
Esquire 
endent of Indian 
Affairs, B.C. ,&c., Your obedient 
f Victoria, Be Cs Re. Be L 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 


Department of Marine and Fisheries/ 
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BRITISH OOLUMBIA, 
BABINE AGENCY, 
Hazelton, September 17th, 1906, 


I have the honour to state that, under date, 
I sent to your Office the following telegram, 
to wit ;:- 
Hazelton, BeC., September 17th 
"Ae W. Vowell, Indian Affairs, — 
Victoria, B. C, 

"Consequent a meeting, Provincial Government was 
asked request of Dominion force of Royal North West 
mounted police for general purpose District, 

Coincide. " 


(Sgda.) Re E. Loring! 


to which recei ved reply :« 
Victoria, B.C., September 17th, 1906. 
"R. E. Loring, Indian Agent, 
Hazelton, B. C, 

"On tenth instant recommendation was made De« 
partment to have squad Royal mounted Police placed for 
duty Bulkley valley. " 

(Sgd.) William McLaughlin. * 


Regarding that measure taken (to wire) it was 
argued= since the mail is being badly delayed- that the con-= 
tents of my letter of the 14th inst., with enclosure, ang 
by going under Separate cover, could not reach the Depart- 
ment, if inclined, to co-operate and sanction the request 
for a force of Royal mounted police for the general good 
effect 1t contribute in upholding law and order of this 
district under a1 Possible contingenéies, as made mention 


the Bote one ding part of my letter, on the subject, of 
neve ; 
Ae ¥ Vowel, Esquire, I have the honour. td be, Sir, 


Uperintendent of Indian Affaire, B.C., &e., : 


Victoria, B.c, Youk» hs 
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British coluibia, 


Indian Office, Victoria, let Oot., 19 


180. A. 
File No, 269 ,840/1 


Sir,~ 

Referring to your letter of the 
18th wiltimo and previous correspondence in connection 
with the trouble with the Babine Indians owing to the 
removal of barricades’ by the officers of the Department 
of Marine & Fisheries, I have the honour to enclose here- 
with for the information of the Department on the sub~ 
ject the following communications received from Mr. agent 
Loring, of the Babine Ageney, viz,- 


Letter of the llth Sept., 1906, addressed to the 
Indian Supt., Vietoria, B. Qe 


Letter of the 14th Sept., 1906, addressed to the 
Indie oe f %, Vietoria, B. 0., with enclosure 
therein mentioned. 


Letter of tee 17th Sept., 1906, addressed to the 
Indien Supt.» Victoria, Be Oo 


Clipping from the Victoria (.B.c.) ¢efly Times 
newspaper of the 29th of Sept., 1906. 


In reference to the trial of the Indians re— 
ferred to in the said clipping and their subsequent 


conviction, I may state that under date the 27th ultino 
Mr. agent Citing telegraphed to this office from Hazel— 


ton, B. 0., as follows,— 

" Trial to-morrow 10 A.M. will represent 
Babine Twdians." 

The Agent's report in gonnection with the 
trial will be forwarded to the Department inmediately 


on ite receipt. 
I have the honour, &¢.,» 
ad. Ao W. Vowell, 


Indian Superintendent. 
fhe Secretary, per W. MacLemghiin. 


Dept of Indian Affaire, 
Ottawa, Ont. 


Department of Marine and Fisheries/ RG 23, vol. 164 
Ministére de la Marine et des Pécheries File/Dossier 583, 
Part/partie 1 


PUBLIC ARCHIVES 
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES 


CANADA 


Ottawa, October 5th, 1906, 
7.7, Williams, 
Inspector of Fisheries, 

Aberdeen, B. 0. 

Re yours third. In view my telegram fourth apparently 
no immediate need your remaining. Use your own judgement, if your 
presence needed, 

Ry N. Venning. 
Ghge. M, & be 
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Ottawa, Qotober 8th, 1906, 
Reverend Pather Coceola, 


Fraser Lake, via Ashcroft, 


British Columbia, 


or otherwise, 


re consulting Minister of Justice 


latter penalties, 


L. P, Brodeur, 


Minister or Marine ana Pisheries, 
Chge. M. & Fy 


De artmen f M F i R 4 
i i heries/ G 23, vol. 16 
p rtme to arine and is i , / ' 
Ministére de la Marine et des Pécheries F le a 583 


Nou 


anadian Pacific Railway Company’s Tel 


ALL Messages TAKEN BY THI8 Company ARE SusJecr To THE Foutowne Temes : 
Te Is aerreet between the sender of th cm d that the ead Company shall not be lable for damages arising from te 
t for any error in the 1 ecram, whether happening frem begligence of ite servants or otherwise, ur for 
z rs in cypher or obscure messages, of fur ofr. ra from itiegible writing, beyond the amount received for ‘ending same. To 
any telegram for up extra payment of oue-half the regular rate, ond in that case {t shall not be liable for damages beyond ftty 
eaclog 
carina en can be insured hy contract im writing, stating agreed amonnt of risk, and hereom, at the following rates, 
peating messages, viz.:—One per cent, for any distance not exceeding | ater distance, 
mM pany ahall t the act or omisaion of aby oth mpany, but will ex t t iis h Company 
to reaching its destination, b ent of the sender, and with 1 um same are 
and secepted at one of ita trangmi if & roeseage is sent te such o: as the sender's 
telephone, the person recetrine thi t therem as agent of the sender, ten’ This 
Mable in any case fi me be claimed in writing, within sixty day fur 
vary the foregoing. 


B.S. JENEIs. Gen. Supt., Winnipeg, Man W. J. CAMP, 5 . Montreal, a. FA 4 
J. WILHON, Supt., Vaneouver, Be AW. BaRokR [rig nt ad che 
coaicnnem 


- os =QOPY= 
Mayliin 190, § vet. 'o¢” SLES 
The Secretary, 


Dept. Indian Affairs , 
Ottawa. 


Cenvicted Indian on way to Victoria to serve 
sentence. 
(ad) Re B. Loring. 


wr READ THE NOTICE ANP AGREEME+= a - NE Top 
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: aok 


¥. ©, Form a8 


graph | 


that the said Company shall not be Hable for from lay 
dalivery of an unrepented ram, whether happening from negligence of Payor sods or a Nama Mage Ay 

interruption in the working of tte lines, fo cypher or obscure messages, or for errors from illegible Writing, beyond the amount received for sending same, 

agninat errors, the Company will repeat b u legrar for an extra payment of one-half the regular rate, and in that case it shall not be table for 

the ataount received for sending and repeating. 

Correvttiess in the transritision of mecsages can be neared by contract in beping stating agreed amonnt of risk, and 

im addition to the arial charges for repeating raessages. viz.—Ore per cent. for any distance nat exceeding 1,000 niles, an: 

‘This Company shall not be lable for the act or onission of any ether Company, Wut Will endeavor to forwa: 

to reaching tts destination, but only as the avout of the sender. and without liability therefor. 

end acnepted at cone of tvs transmitting offices; If « mearage ia sent to such office by 

fc ti pl the person receiving the message acts therein ae agent of the sender, bein 

Mable in any case for damages unions the same be claimed in writing, within 

vary the foregoing. 


B.S JENRTYE, Gen Supt, Winnipeg, Man, W.J. CAMP, Snpt., Montrest, 
J. WWILSON, Supt. Vonteuves Oe AWE Ben Sept. eset, Bot 


Kuc'p ar 


the tollowing Message, subject to the above terme, whieh are hereby agrees tos 


RUSH =@00P #= 


Ottawa, 6th Octeber, 1906. 


R. E. Loring, 
Indian Agent, Hazelton, Be 0. 


Wire how many Indians on way 


to Victoria and for what weee they were sentenced. 


(ad) J. D. MeLean 


ar READ THE NOTICE AMP AGREEMENT 47 THE TOP 
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i 


had 
« 


at 


¥. 0. Fonw 2m 
UBJEOT YO THE FoLLowine TERMS ; 


| h 
that the said Company aball no " 


* be liable for damages arising trom failure te 
cram, whether happeriing from negligence of its eatvants or otherwise, or for ere 
for ertors from illegible writing, beyond the amount received for sending same, 
ouehall Lhe regular rave, aind in thet case It shall hot be lable for damages beyond fifty” 
, stating agreed amount of rivk, and herson, at the following rived, 
One per cent. for any ditance hot exveeding [00 M 
i of any other Company, but will endeavor to 
y, as the agent of the sender, and without Liabilit: ¥ therefor. 
Hig offices; if « mentnge ty sent ti such affice by 
the meanage acts therein aa a 
unless the same be claimed in 


B. &. TROKINS, Gen. Supit,, Winnipeg, Man, Wid. CAMP, 8) . Montreal, 
J, WILSON, Supt., Vensouver, 6. A.W. ARE. pity Toronto, 


SEnvT by 


COrRY 


——— 


Ottawa, Sth Oetober, 1906, 


Re Be Loring, 
Hazelton, B. C., via Ashcroft. 


Send immediately to chier George telling 


him in my name to come to Ottawa. I will accompany 
him from Kamloops as interpreter. 


ede (Pather) 0. 6. Morice 
(Charge Indian Dept. ) 


o 


ae” READ THE NOTICE AMD AQREEMENT: oT THE TOP 
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Canadian Pacific Railw 


aa’ 
i >, 
ee Qe Tt ts aeread beter, r of the fol & meesaze and this Co t id Comp damages arising trom 
7 \ min of its} " t received for senting same. To 
daniages beyond nitty 


are payment of one-half the regular rite. + be Liable fur 


tnmured by contract in writ 
v's :—-One per ceut. for any di 


B. 8 SENEINS, Gen Supt. Winnipeg, Man wiic 
4. WILSON, Supt. Vancouver, I.-C awn 
eee 


vin Ashcrort 
Hazelton, Be0., 7th Oet., 19 
Secretary, Dpt. of Indian Affairs, Ottawa, 

On way to Victoria eight six, sentenced 
section 14, sub-section 4, fishery act One® month each or 
$20.00 fine ana Costs. Same likewise sentenced according seo- 
tion 144 criminal code to six months each or 100.00 fine one 
according section 783 sub-section (a) criminal code three 


months without option fine another section 61 (4) criminal 


same sentence, 
ed. Re EB. Loring 


ae READ THE NOTICE AND AGREEMENT 4+ 73) rop 
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Siu REPLY REFER To 


ALSO To 7 ATE OF TIS LETTER 


ADDRESS REPWTOTHE | 
| Secaerary Deer oF Inpian Arrains 


wa. { 
TE EO tec ORE 


HS \ 


eet bs 


Department of Marine and Fisheries/ 
Ministére de la Marine et des Pécheries 


as 


eo, 


7, 
6 
Plan aeen™ 
CAMADA 


Ottawa, Sth Oct., 1906. 


Sir,- 
, I beg to enclose 
erewith for your information copy of «4 
letter dated 4th instant addressed to the 
Deputy Minister of Justice, asking that in- 
mediate steps be taken to secure the release 
from prigon of the Indiane thbrein referred 
to; aleo copy of telegram from Indian Agent 
Loring at Hazelton dated Sth instant and of 
my reppy thereto of 6th instant and of his 
anawer of 7th instant. I also enclose copy 
of letter dated 1st instant from the Indian 
Office at Victoria, B.d., together with copies 
of the enclosures therein referred to; also 
copy of telegram from Rev. Father 0. ¢, Morice 
to Indien Agent Loring dated the 8th inetent. 


Your 0 ent servant, 


ee 


Aetihg Deputy Supt. General 
of Indian Affaire. 
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i "enn nea isin 


vw REPLY REFER TO | 
1% 909;8480/ia, ty. 


ALSO TO THE DATE OF THIS LETTER 3 


ADDRESS REPLY TOTHE. 
Secretary Derr of Inman Arrares | 
T | 

ESET sshd MOE 


I beg to acknowledge 
the receipt.of your letter of 5th in- 
stent enclosing copy of further telegram 
addressed to the Minister of Marine & 
Fisheries by the stipendiary magistrate 
at Haselton, and also purporting t6 on- 
close copy of the reply of your Minister 
to the telegram above referred to. No 
copy, however, of the latter telegram 
accompanied your letter. 


Your obedient servant, 


hy ere 


Acting Deputy Supt. General 


of IndtansAffatirs. 


The Deputy Minister of 
Mavéne & Fisheries, Ottawa. 
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Octover 10th, 1906, 


) 40 your Letteil of the 9th. instant, 
I onsial you copy of a telegram, sent by the Minister 
of Marine ani Pisheries on the Sra, inetant, to Mr, 
Bs Hieks Beach, Stipentiary Magietrate, Haselton, 
Britieh Columbia, whieh your Letter etates wan not 
enclose’ in my previous letter as intinuated, 

I desire to point out, however, that when 
you called at the Department and the telegram in 
question wae sent, a copy thereof wae handed you, 
whieh was placed on your file, hence the letter 
covering the tranemission of a copy of the Stipendiary 


Magistrate's telegram, werely mentioned the telegram 


which wae handed to you, 


Your obedient servant, 


F, Gourdeau, 


Deputy Minister of Marine and Pisheries, 


7. D, Mobean, Beq, 
Acting Deputy Supt, seneral 
of Indian Affaire, 
Ottawa, Ontario, 
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October LOth, 1006, 


%o your Loreal or the 9th, instant, 


# 


I enclose you copy of a telegram, sent by the Minister 
of Marine and Piehe?ies on the 4rd, instant, to Mr, 
EB. Hicks Beach, Stipendiary Magistrate, Hazelton, 
British Columbia, which your letter states was not 
enelosed in my previous letter as intimated, 

I desire to point out, however, that when 
you called at the Department and the telegram in 
question wae sent, a copy thereof was hanted you, 
which was placed on your file, henoe the letter 
covering the transmission of a copy of the Stipendiary 
Magistrate's telegram, merely mentioned the telegram 


whieh was handed to you, 


I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


F, Gourdeau. 


Deputy Minieter of Marine and Fisheries, 


ee Dd, MoLean, Beq, 
Acting Deputy Supt. seneral 
Ottawa, Ontario. 
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The Secretary of the Department of Indian 
Affeire informe thie Department that a telegram hee 
been sent to the Indian Superintendent at Victoria, 
dated Lith. instant, as follows:~ 


" Secretary State wired yesterday Sheriff 
* of Vancouver to release eight Babine Indians from 
* Hew Westmineter Jail. Ascertain if prison author 
"ities make provision for their return, If not you 
* should see they are provided with necessary means 
* 40 return to their homes, * 


Thie is for the information of the Minister, 
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FOR MINISTER 


a. 


The Secretary of the Department of Indian 
Affairs informs this Department that a telegram has 
been sent to the Indian Superintendent at Victoria, 
dated llth. instant, as follows:~ 


" Secretary State wired yesterday Sheriff 
“ of Vancouver to release eight Babine Indians from 
" New Westminster Jail. Ascertain if prison author 
“ities make provision for their return. If not. you 
" should see they are provided with necessary means 
“to return to their homes, " 


This is for the information of the Minister. 


Hy 


ae 


iia ee 


Ottawa, 
Ostober 1gth, 1906. 
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I veg to state for your informa- 
tion that I wired our Indian Superintendent at Vic- 
toria to-day as follows :~- 

" Secretary State wired yesterday 
Sheriff of Varticouver to release eight Babine In- 
dians from New Westminster Jail. Ascertain if 
rison authorities make provision for their returne 
f not you should see they are provided with ne- 
cessary means to return to their homes. 
and I also advised by wire our Indian Agent at Hazel< 


ton as to the above. 


Your obedient servant, 


oo 


a 
Secretary. 


¥. Gourdeau, Bea, -., i 


Deputy Minister of Marine 4 Fisheries, 
Qttawa. 
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WY ter uf Me. Inspector f ‘Sp GOST. 


PORT ESSINGTON B.U. Oct 6th 1906, 


John T Williams Esq 
Inspector of Fisheries, 
PORT ESSINGTON B.C, 


Dear Sir:- 
Reverting to a letter of September 20th, from 
the Assistant Commissioner of Fisheries, re- 
questing you to furnish him,with full cat - 
egorical answers to a well written but in 
the main unreliable report of Fishery Guardian 
Charles Durham re the Kit-wan-cool Indians. 
I respectfully beg to submit the following; 

( I Mr Durham's reason for writing direct to the 
Minister,is to carry out his promises to the 
Indians,he did wrong in making promises, as 
we are beset by Indians in every locality 
wishing us to make promises like this and 
similar kinds,but such promises are incom- 
patible with the Fisheries Act,and Regula- 
tions,and must be resisted, 

He was instructed to carry out the spirit 
of the Act and to give the Indians every 
latitude possible, but not to allow barridadés 
which prevent salmon from reaching the spam ._ 
ing grounds, 

( 2 ) The Kit-wan-cool Indians are not put to any 
distress by prohibition of barricades,as di 
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is quite possible to use nets in the river and lakes, 
and procure a sufficient supply. 
The salmon is not their main supply,as they go dow 
and fish for Canneries every year,and earn enough , 
during fishing season to come back with their canoes 
(4) loa@ed with flour and other provisions,for the winter. 
Although they have any quantity of the best of land , 
they are too lazy to cultivate it. 


(5) The climate is superb,the very best crops of potatoes 


cabbage and all kinds of vegetables are grown all along 
the Upper Skeena. At Hazelton I saw nine hundred pounds 
of potatoes dug from a piece of vacant lot on the side 
of our house thirty by forty seven feet, the tops would 
average two feet and a half tall. 

Second crop of oat hay stood four feet high on the first 
of October,in fact the seed sow and plantediyield a 
bountiful crop,and Indians around Hazelton who culti- 
vate patches of land said they would be unable to dis- 
pose of their surplace product this. season. 

(6) It is true the river at Kit-wan-cool divides in several 

, Channels,and it is also true that the salmon all go up 
the one channel which they barricade. The Guardian 
should have noticed this, 

(7).Naturally the Indians dislike having their barricade 
removed ,as they cannot get out of their heads, the lazy 
swift way of killing the fish at their dam,as any other 
method of taking salmon with gaffa,nets,baskets,or traps 

%8 ) costs them little effort.which does not agree with them. 
They always contend for their old right,and that the 
Canneries are killing too much salmon. Not considering 
that the Canneries abserve a close season,and only fish 
on high and low slack tides. Nor do they consider the 
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indisputable fact,that salmon are diminishing in nearly 
all parts of the Coast,nor the absolute necessity of 
protecting this the greatest industry the Province is 
possessed: of,which brings into the Country millions 

of dollars and employs thousands and thousands of men 
and wemen. 

The earnings of Indian fishermen are from $60.00 to 
$30.00 during two and a haPf or three months during 
the season. 


-aFlour’ is sold at mouth of Kit-wan-gar river twenty 


© niles from Kit-wan-cool ,for three dollars per sack, 


It is out of all reason to say that the forbidding of 
barricades is a death blow to them,as Providence has 
kindly placed them in one of the most hospitable lands 
in the World, 
If the Government adopt a system of giving Indians 
rations ,they will throw themselves on their haunches , 
and the Indian Department will have 3000 steady boarders 
in this District. 
‘In conclusion I beg to .state . ~ that the Indians 
are talking of driving the white men out of the Country , 
and that is the fruits of a coaxing policy. Indians 
escape punishment for lawless acts, There are said to 
be murderers in some of the Villages yet unpunished,c 
consequently they think they can defy law order and 
Government,and I venture to say ,should the Babines 
be released in the present instance and justice be 
defeated ,it will be a menance to white men amongst 
them in future, 
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The above are the facts of the case to the best of 
my knowledge and belief. 


T am Sir 
Your obedient servant 


We [ebgerrn— 


Fishery Overseer 
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SWS. 
PORT ESSINGTON B.C, Oot 6th 1905, 


Sir:- 
I have your letter of the 20th dltimo,enclosing 
one from Fishery Guardian Durham,in which you 
request me to report on the contents of his letter, 
I entirely agree with him in the initial statement 
in his letter,that it is hardly the correct thing 
for a Fishery Guardian to ignore his superior 
Officer,I consider that he has placed an indignity 
upon me,and I shakl carefully store the fact away 
in my memory. 
I may inform you that Fishery Overseer Helgesen h 
has just arrived from his District on the Upper 
Skeena,and I have requested him to write me a 
report on the subject of Durham's letter,as he 
posesses intimate and acourate knowledge on all 
the subjects referred to. 
I may also say that I heartily agreewith all Mr 


Helgesen states,and consider his report conservative 
and accurate in all its details, 


I herewith heg to enclose said report for your 
perusal, 


T am Sir 
Your obedient servant 
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dal iadlin baat nereiiinash CANAGA 
ADDRESS REPLY To THE | 
fowetary Dee? oF INDIAN Arrains | 
OTTAWA, ° | 


naomi a’ 


antendent General by the Rev. Father ¥, 
Geeocla, dated Hazelton, B. 0., 15th in~ 


You will ebserve that he 
states that he hopes to reach Ottawa in 
twe weeks with the Ghief and sub-Chier. 
It will be necessary that you arrenge fer 
your fishery tnapector te be in Ottawa at 
the seme time te consult as te further ar- 
rengemento for fishing by Bebine Indians. 


Your % servant, 


acting Deputy Supt. General - 
of Indien Affaire. 
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for errors from 
one-half the regular rate, 


in writing. stating agreed amonnt of rink, and 
for any distance not exceeding 1,000 miles, anc 


attics ; » he acts for that pu 
t of the sender, to lena for th mer 
ity days after transmission. No 


AS, MENT, 
Manager Tetegraphs, Montreal. 
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oe READ THE NOTION AND AGREEMENT aT THE Tor A 


CAE. pBteey | 
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Ottawa, October 25th, ,1906, 
“Ashoroft ,B.C. 
ire what action taken on 


‘instant sand if Helgesen 


RN. Verning. 


' ear COnfriy AL a Ke. - 


1 


ail age 


i. 
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n Pacific Railway Company’s Tel 


All messages are received by this Company for transmission, subject to the terms and conditions printed on. 
their Blank Form No. 2, which terms and conditions have been agreed to by the sender of the following message, 
This is an unrepeated message, and is delivered hy request of the sender under these conditions. 


is 3, Geu, Supt, Winnipeg, Man, A, W. BARBER, Supt., Toronto, Ont, 
NM, Supt. Vancouver, B.C, ‘ag F, RICHARDSON Spt, ean Que, 
Vinniveg, Man, W. SNIDER, Supt. St, Jahn, Manage: 


A-218. Ra. V. Ac., A9~+—-Collect. Pixa. Z 
Aberdeen B. C., Oct. 27. 1906- ( 
R. N. Vennine 


(29 


/ 
Helgesen and Self left here on 26th. inst. being first opportiing 


expect to arrive Ottawa about Seventh November. 
Will wire from Vancmuvor exact date. 


Na 


Ass't Com'r, Fisheries, onthe 


John 1. Williams, 


Inspector Fisheries, 
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Adverting to previous dorrespondence in re~ 
gard to a conference at Ottawa in connection with the 
diffiqulties experienced wath the Bebine Indiane, I 
beg to inform you that I am juet in receipt of a telq 
egrew from Inepeetor of Ficherives J, T, Williams, to 
the effect that he and Piohery Overseor Helgesen left 
Port Essington for Ottawa on the 26th, instant, and 


expect to arrive here on the 7th, proxiso, 


lt am, Gir, 
Your obedient servant, 


F. Gourdeau 


Minieter of Marine and Pisheries, 


y Vv uv 


Acting Eg Cetin General 


of Indien Atteire, 


q 
me 
re 
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At aYcenference held in the office of the 
Hon, Frank Oliver, Minister of the Interior, on 
Thursday, 25th October, 1906, at which were present 


Chief Big George and Sub Chief Villidm Ts 
er with Officers of both the Indian and Marine De 


Mr, Oliver, Mr, L.P. Brodeur, eS ep be 
s, togeth- 


partments, the following information was adduced;— 

Father Coccofé on behalf of the Babine 
Indians interpreted as they spek in Chinook, 
Head Chief Big George answering the questions, 

By Mr. Brodeur. Did William meet the 
Officer of the Fishery Commission two years ago when 
Big George was away? A. Yes. (The same man is 
mentioned in the report of Fishery Commissioner as 
Sub Chief Aitcheo, ) 

By Wr. Oliver, 

Wh6re does Bix Ceorze live? A. Babine, 
How many Indians are in your band? A, I would 
not be able to tell, I would have to count them, 
Would there be 100? A. Wore, 
200? Ae Yoo. 
800? A. Yes, 
Would there be 400? A, We only look at the men, 
we do not look at the small children. 
Would there be 300 men? A. ‘Yea, 
What de you live on? A.’ Only salmon we eat, 
nothing else we eat, 
Do they farm?’ A, We have been trying to make a 
garden every year, tried, tried, but it is always 
too cold, frost, 
De you never zet anything out of the garden? A, 
‘ometimes we get a little, sometimes very little 
and sometimes nothing at all, 
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We they hunt game in the woods? If there is salmon 
we gox to hunt because we have food to go, but if 
there is no salmon we cannot ze because we have 
nothing to live on, 
What de they kill when they go hunting? A, Marte 
Marten and lynx, 
Any moose? A. Wot one time, Sometimes one or 
two cariboo in a year, 
Do you kill salmon all the time, winter and summer? 
Only Hines tases we do, 
Do they kill enough at that time to last them all 
year? A. If we do fish with the barricade we get 
salmon enough for the year round, but if we wish te 
fish with the nets we cannot do it. We tried once 
already and we found we had not enough te reach the 
- month of March, 

By Mr. Beedeur, 
When did you try to use nets? Last summer, 

By lir, Oliver, 
Are there fish in the river all the year round or 
only in August? A, Only in August there is salmon, 
Is there any fish at other times of the year, any 
other kind of fish? A, There is other fish, but 
not many, 
Could they get enough fish ef other kinds at other 
seasons to keep them living? A. No, 
The salmon they kill in August has to last them un— 
til next August? A. Yes, 
De you kill enough salmon in August to last until 
neat August? 4, Yes, if we make a barrier, 
How do they preserve them? A, We dry them, 

By Mr. Brodeur. 

Where do they put it? A. We wake a cache house 
high up, ' By .' 


Department of Marine and Fisheries/ RG 23, vol. 164 
Ministére de la Marine et des Pécheries File/Dossier 583, 
Part/partie 1 


PUBLIC ARCHIVES 
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES 
CANADA 


- By Mr. Oliver, 
Are there any other Indian villages on the same 
stream as they? A. There are no other Indian 
villages on the Babine River between Babine Lake 
and the Skeena, There is another Indian village 
on the lake above but they fish at the barricades 
put up by Chief George's band, 
By Mr. Brodeur, 

Are they included in the 300 you gawe? A,Father 
Coceola says Yes, 

Pather Cocoola estimates the number of 
Indians in the band dependent upon thise fisheries 
men, women and children at 319. 

By Mr. Oliver. 
Did you fish this August? A. Ne they did not fish, 
We began to put the barricades but the white men, 
the Fish Commissioners, came and they prevented us 
from fishing and many people were terrified and were 
afraid of gettinz into trouble. Some others dia 
some little fishing, For my part rye ee do 
any fishing because I had to keep people in order, 
Have the band any previsions now for the winter and 
next spring? A, No, very little, some have some 
fish but very little because they lost too much time 
and got scared and so gave it up. ' 
By ir. Brodeur. 

How long have these barricades been erected? A, We 
could never tell. It has been done since we ever 
knew, 
When he was a bey were these barricades erected? 
A. When I was a little boy I saw wy father doing it 
and my father told me my grandfather did the same, 


How long were these barricades kept closed in the 
past? A, Four weeks, 
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In what month? A, August. 

“Were they leaving those barricades closed for more 

than one month in the old time? = A, # the salmon 

would come and start early and then they would come 

plentiful in four weeks, 

And then they would remove the barricades? A. Is 

four weeks after getting plenty of fish they would 

ieaxe & remove the barricades, take everything away, 

You were not leaving any sticks durinz the winter? 

A. No, we removed everything, 

Q. Who were erectinz these barricades, was it the 
tribe, and how were barricades divided between 

themselves, Were there some spaces allotted to 

someone for fishing, how was the fishinz carried on? 

A. They divided in lots, everyone had his own space 

to fish, 

Hew many barricades were erected when he was a boy? 

A. three, 

At what distance from the mouth of the Babine was 

the first one? A. 200 yards, 

And between the first and the second how many yards? 

A. Befere we made three when there were lots of 

people in the country but now there are only a few 

we make only one barricade, 

How many barricades « long time age? A. Three, 

What distance between the first and the second? § A, 

100 yards. 

Between the 2nd and 4rd? A. 100 yards, 

When did you cease to have three barricades there? 

We made three barricades from beginning. The last 

two years we made only two barriers, and this year 

we made only one, 


How was that division wade of the spaces for fish- 


| ing? §. On the other side of the barricades some 


pal 
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some baskets are put in and those baskets belong 

to different indians. 

Whe gives the places? A, Every man puts in of 

his own free well, He goes there and putdin, 

By Mr. Oliver, 

Supposing someone is lazy and he has nothing, what 
happens him during the winter? A. He lives on the 
others, 

On this side of the mountains it is a rule that the 
Indian who has not has a share with the one who has? 
A, It is the same rule there, If one is short the 
otherghelps hin, 

By Mr, Brodeur, 

Who erects the barricade? A. All the Indians to- 
gether, the Chief gives the order, 

He does net allet the places to any of those people? 
A. Ne, The baskets and barricades break very often 
and the fish go through, 

How do they make these barricades? A. Sticks, 

How big? A. One inch, 

Before 1904 they never were visited by white men 

in connection with these barricades? A. No, 

Q. What happened two years ago? A. Mr. Helgensen 
came and sais none of you shall put any sticks in 
the river, 

Whom did he see? A,.Chief George was not there and 
the second chief was then prasasding presiding over ‘ 
the works and it was to him that he said they ON 
net drive any sticks, None of the chiefs were pres 

ent and when the commissioner cae he saw an old man 
there working at the barricades and he said who is 
the chief, and he said I am the chief but he was not 


the chief. Beth chiefs were away. His name was 
Aitcheo, Ail 


q 
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Is there a Hudson's Bay post there? A. Yes, 

By Mr. ‘Oliver. 
Hew far from their village? A. Clese to it. 

By Mr. Brodeur, 

Do they sell fish to the Hudson's Bay post? A, 
We sold so,e fish to the Hudson's Bay for the In- 
dians of Stuart Lake, They were supplied by the 
Hudson's Bay to the Indians of Stuart Lake, 
How mubh salmon would they sell in that way? A, 
Sometimes a man would bring $4, worth, some $5, 
somne$3, 
How many salmon for $5.00? A, 100, Twenty for $1.00 
What is ichto? A, .Tea, sugar, etc. Supplies. 
They sell fish to the Hudson's Bay to zet these? A. 


Yes, 


And they get money too? A, They seldom give money 


to Indians they just give trade. The Hudson's 
Bay does not give money, just exchanges, 
Did they get enough fish when they rewoved their 
barricades at the instance of the Fishery Commis- 
sioner? A.We worked very hard with the nets but 
we could net catch many fish, Sometimes we got 50, 
sometimes 20, about enough to supply for the day. 

By Mr. Oliver. 
How did they live the rest of the time? A. We had 
from past years some old salmon in reserve and that 
was our resource, 
By Mr, Brodeur. 

The barricades were only removed in September that 
year? A, Last year they came very late, 
Did they not agree to take some nets, was sk there 
net talk of procuring nets? A. Yes, they brouzht 
us some old nets from the canneries and they were 

als rotten. Vere 
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Were they willing to get some fine new nets? A, 
They brouzht sowe mets to us this year but they were 
too short we could not do anything with them, 
Explain to them that the law provides that the 
white people can use nets only to the extent of one~ 
third of the channel, Yould they be willing te 
do the same thing as the white wen are doing? A. 
Ye could never catch fish with those nets, 
But the white people are doing it? A. Some white 
men can do it because they are/in a large channel 
and they have long neta and take 1000 in a night, 
In our place we cannot take enoughk for a day. 
We tried and cannet do it, 
What ia the width of the river there? A. 400 fect 
What was the length of those nets? A, 60 feet, 
What would be the length of ‘the nets they would 
like to have? , We can never fish with nets for 
the reason that the water is very clear ‘and the 
fish see the mask nets and find a way to get under- 
neath and through the stones and they de not get 
into the nets, Down at the wouth of the Skeena 
River the water is dirty and muddy and the fish de 
net see the nets and ge in then, 
Tell them alee that the law prevents the white 
people from fishing above the ebb and flow of the 
tide and we would be willing as far as the Indians 
are concerned to give them the prévilege above that 
provided they would use nets? There is no use in 
thinking of catching salmon with the nets. We can 
do it a little fer food but net to carry’ over the 
rest of the year, Last year we had no fish and 
that is the why this sumer the family would have 
one fish for the whele day, Only one fish for the 
whole | 
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whole family and one meal a day,. 
Father Coecola;-— I know the fish get 
the rock and go on, It is a rocky bottom and 
that is why they cannet catch them with nets, 
The fish go down to the rocks at the bottom and go 
on past the nets, 
Q. But they have not tried the nets?’ A, The water 
is too clear, We have tried, 
Can they purchase flour from the Hudson's Bay? Ay 
Yes, they have the fish and after they fish they 
go hunting and they use the salmon for bait for 
the animals and when they go to the Hudson's Bay 
with the skins they buy flour, they exchanze the 
skins for flour, 
So they are not only fead on salmon? A, They only 
feed on salmon and occasionally they get bread after 
a good hunt, 
Their ordinary meal? A, Salmon, 
Do they net take amy bread? A. Once in a while, 
Salmon three times a day and the rest only once 
in awhile, Flour is such a treat to them that it 
only lasts one minute, 
| By Mr. Oliver, 
De they nee a feast when they get a sack of flour? 
a. Net. 
Call in the neighbors? A, Yes, and the children, 
a ByiMr. Brodeur, 
What, Ae the price of a sack of flour? A, $9. a 
hundred, 
How moh flour would it require to feed them a year? 
‘Ae That is a question, they would have to know that 
they had that much and that they had to save it. 


is By lr. Oliver, 
dh 
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Does their hunting amount to much towatds their 
general support? A, lot now, many white people 
jaee come into the countryand spoiled it, They 
set fire to the cbuntry and hunted and trapped for 
themselves, 
It cannot be considered as a considerable portion 
of their living? A. No. 

By Mr, Brodeur. 
Where do they get their clothing? A, From the 
Hudson's Bay, 

By Mr. Oliver. 

Do they work for the canning compa ny and the 
Hudson's Bay? (Hather Joceota ) It is hard workand 
they are willing to do all that is given to them in 
the “(meee and they use dog trains in the winter, 
Last winter in the month of March the supply of 
salmon ran out and they were not able to complete 


their contracts and the sam was left half way. 


Do they work in canneries? Pai net f°rtSl Ls 


never struck the canneries, It ruins the morals 


of the Indians, It would be better for them to 

die at home, They are always in debt, Never come 
nese with any money, Their money is left down 

there, They go down to the canneries, they are 

away from the control of their Chiefs and watchmen 

and they have too many chances to get whisky and 


dissipated, 
You do not advise they to work at the canneries? 


A. Wo, I would rather they would die of starvation, 
Drinking? A. Yes, and immoral, 

Do the indian women go to work in the canneries 

too? A, Yea, 


Is there any agricultural land at all up where they 
live® A, Yes, and they have made some efforta te 
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to till the land, but the frost very often kills 
everything, Once in a while they sueceed, but 


very seldom, 


Are there nice places along the shore of the lake? 


A. yes, but it is not theirs, It is Government 
land, And it is on these lands that they are eutt 
ing hay for the few horses they have with which 
they try to pack in summer, and the white people 
come one after another and tell the Indians to got 
out thet it is Government land, 
Supposing the Indian has to give up his fishing, 
would it be possible to find him some place on 
the shore of the lake to make a reserve for him 
fo farm? A. I wrote to the Government exposing 
the matter when I had the first intimation of the 
trouble, 

By Mr. Brodeur, 
To what effect? A. Asking that it would secure 
land for them, make a reserve, 
They would be willing to accept that? A. Yes, they 
are on land already but it-is rot theirs. Ig is on 
the shore of thet lake and it 2 is Government land, 
They have only done fishing and they are of no ac- 
count for anything else, One man put himself on 
seood land, By Wir. Oliver, 
Is there any land they can gpow crops on as well as 
hay? A, I think so. “here good grass grows grain 
will grow, It grows on side hille. 

By Mr, Brodeur, 

Does the land require sone Clearing? A, Yes, but 
there is a good deal of it already open, 
Don’t you think it is better than te see them live 
on fish? A. That is what I wrote to the Indian 
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Indian Department, 
Have they any fish for this year?? A. No, nothing 
te speak of. 
Did they put up their barricades? A, ‘Yes,. they 
tried, but these officers of the law were there 
and only the women were fishing, and because they 
threw one of the Commissioners down to the ground 
and they asked for the men to come and fight and 
they said no, the women are strong enough for you, 
Why did they arrest the men then? A, They were 
ashamed to arrest the women and so they arrested 
the men, 
By Mr. Oliver, 

In regard to.that, what does this man say about it, 
that he did net commit any assault on the officers? 
A, No. 
Was he arrested? A. Yes, I was taken to gaol, 
three davs I was in gaol, 
Did he strike an officer? A. No, 
Did he take hold of one? A, What I did I told 
the men not to play too much with the Commissioners 
that they are there and I told the boys not to be 
too familiar with the men who came to cause the 
disturbance, to leave them aside, net to mind them 
at all, and that is why I was put in gaol, 
Did neither he nor his men assault the Commission- 
ere? A. No, not one man, 

Father Coccola;- They accused them of theft. 
The Indian Agent has a copy of the sentence, 

By Mr, Oliver. 
Tell us whe laid Inférmation against these men? 
Father Ceccela;-The one laying information against 
the men was James Welch, : 
Whe 
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Whe was the case tried before? A. Hicks-Beach. 

One J.P. or two? A. Two, Hicks-Beach and Stevens. 
Whowere the witnesses against these men or do they 
know? A. No, 

Where do Hicks-Beach and Stevens live? A.Hazelton, 
How far from Babine? A. 70 miles, 

Where was the trial held? A. At Hazelton, 

How many fish commissioners were there? A, Five. 
Give the names? A. Gus Helgensen, Jas. Welch and 
three other white men acted as constables, 
Yere they all five at the trial? Ai Yes, they were 
all these, 

Does he know whether they all gave evidence? A, No. 
they did net see anything, but they had the indians 
to make their own depositions, 

Did: the Indians threaten the commissioners? A. 

No, nothing of the Wind. 

Did they have their guns out? A. Nothing of the 
kind, We have told them never to go with guns and 
they never went with their guns, No guns were 
prought there. 

Had the women any clubs in their hands? They vere 
working there and they may have had something to 
drive the stéeks in the water, 

Were not the men behind the women with clubs in 
their hands? A. No, nothing of the kind. 

Did they steal any fish nets? = A. No. 

All pleaded guilty? A, They did not know, 

How leng have you been minister there? A. 26 years 
in the country, but I have been with them only a 
‘year and a half. They are the best moral people.. 

I would like to find a man who would bring a peal 
accusation against them. 


About : 
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Father Coccola;-— 

About the stealing, the indians were terrified by: 
so many constables coming around and so they took 
the nets,. When other indians heard of it they 
went to their house and said what are you deing to 
take the nets and they said oh well the priest told 
us to be peaceful and to submit ourselves to the law 
“hut the priest did not specify that you should take 
the nets, snd then they said of well if I did 
wrong here a we the nets , I am sorry I took them, 
here they are and that is all that was done in the 
case and they called that theft in the court for 
the indians going into the house of their friend to 
speak in that way. 

By Mr. Oliver. 

Did they take the’nets? A, The nets are not long 
enough, it is better that this man take his nets 
back, I do not want then, 

Who took the nets? A, It was the man himself who 
said to one of the boys bring back the nets to the 
Commissioner because they are not lonz enough, I do 
not want them, 

And. they were brought back to the Commissioner? 

A, Yeeg and they called that theft. 

By Mr. Brodeur. 

When the officers were Pn is it not true that 
the squaws took Wel&h and put him down ih the water? 
A. No, they threw him down to the ground all right. 
Jimmy Yeleh went on and speke to tne women, wanted 
to raise trouble with the women, and so two of the 
women went around and took him up and drepped hin 
dewn on the ground, that. is the time Jimmy Welch 


called 
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called the men to fight and they said, oh, the 
women are strong enough for you and they said you 
want 6 bring tk whisky to the indian women, 
When they were there did the Chiefs tell the Fish 
Commissioners that if they touched the barricades 
it would be at the peril of their lives? A. I was 
there all the time watching over everything and 
nothing of the kind was ever done, 

By Mr. Oliver. 
Where deos the Indian Agent live? A. Hazelton. 


Was he there or theraabout while this was going on? 


A, Once I think he made a visit. 
Yas he there when the trouble occurred between Welch 
and the women? A. No, he was not there, 
Why did net Loring cowe down with this party? A. 
Loring was at Hazelton, Mr. Loring came the first 
time with the Commissioner and they brought nets 
and when they saw the nets they said all right Mr, 
Loring, give us nets long enough, and he said no we 
will give you short nets and began to cut the nets 
into short nets. 
And Lering brought the nets? He came with the 
Fish Commissioners, they cahe all together. 
And the fish Commissioner out the nets?n A. Fish 
commissioner, 

By Mr. Brodeur, 
What did they do when the officers went to make the 
arrest, there were a few officers sent to remove the 
barricades and when they went to make the arrest 
what happened? Did they resist when the officers 
went up to arrest them? A. Now they gust walked 
away, I say if I would take the facts end bring 
them to some of my friends down in Victoria they 
would wake it very hard for then, | 
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By Mr. Scott. 
Was our sgent at that trial? A. Yea. 
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r ge $0. Saree you that thie Department 
io in Peaaipy or a ‘tolegram from Inspector of Pieh- 
ertes a. ”. Wilhiams of Port Eeeington, Sritieh Colum 


bia, to the effect that he and Fishery Overseer fel~ 


. i, 


gesen WAll yoaoh Ottawa on Sunday morning, 4th, inetant,' 


I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


#. Gourdeau, 


Deputy Miniever of Marine ani Fisheries, 
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~ MEMORANDUM - 


INSPECTOR of Fisheries J.T.Williams has 
wired that he and Overseer Helgesen left Vancouver 
for Ottawa on the 30th. October,and will reach here 
on Sunday,the 4th. instant,and report immediately. 


le. on 


L—I—= 


Ottawa, 
November lst,,1906. 


Department of Marine and F isheries/ RG 23, vol. 164 
Ministére de la Marine et des Pécheries File/Dossier 583, 
Part/partie 1 


PUBLIC ARCHIVES 
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES 
CANADA 


Department of Marine and F isheries/ RG 23, vol. 164 
Ministére de la Marine et des Pécheries File/Dossier 583, 
Part/partie 1 


oe 


Sr NW todo 4 
os Aire 


par 
L owanan’ $7 


Department of Marine and F isheries/ RG 23, vol. 164 
Ministére de la Marine et des Pécheries File/Dossier 583, 
Part/partie 1 


ARCHIVES PUBLIGUES 


Department of Marine and Fisheries/ RG 23, vol. 164 
Ministére de la Marine et des Pécheries File/Dossier 583, 
Part/partie 1 


ARCHIVES PUBLIGUES 


Department of Marine and Fisheries/ RG 23, vol. 164 
Ministére de la Marine et des Pécheries File/Dossier 583, 
Part/partie 1 


& 
& “Unity, VanoouvER 


Casie Apoaseses a 
“Gannenies, Lowoon” 


. 0. BURDIS, stcrrrany 
P. O. BOX NO. 6 


es 3 Ce a" ay \ set 
4 : tila’ 
2 ho he g Brodeur, oe on : Aa | 
Oe ' 


hater ae Marine & i 


Ottawa. 

Dear Sire~ 

At. @ meeting of Salmon Canners operating on the Bkeone River, 
held at this office to~day, to consider the various reports published 
im the press as to the possible action of your Hon. Department in 
permitting the use of barricades in the upper waters of the Sheena 
River, it was unanimously resolved that any such permission would 
be extremely @etrimental to the whole Northern Salmon Industry. 

It is feR% that the use of barrigades, especially in view of 
the large increase in the number of canneries at the mouth of the 
river ,would lead to the total extermination of the selmon, not- 
withstanding the good work done by the Hatchery. 

I may point out thet the salmon industry is the means ef pro- 
viding the West Coast Indians with the largest portion of their 


a 
incomes. 


They come from all parts ef Northern British Columbia, and in 
their canoes, from Gkidigate and Massett. 

During 1906 the canneries in British Columbia paid out to the 
Indians more than $760,000, 
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or ‘¢ The Fraser River Canners’ Association, “1908” | 
| Me 0, aS qo% / 


“CAMMERIES, LONDON” 


W. DO. BURDIG, ercacrany > A B CE 
P. 0. BOX NO. 8 ancauuenr, . oy 
TELEPHONE Toe. 


CaaLe Aooneeses { 


Ee 


Hot only have the Indians been taking 011 the fish necessary 
for their owt éonsumption, but they have been @rying large quantities 
amd selling them (in contravention of the law) to trappers and others 
for dog food, The amount of salmon destroyed is out of all 


proportion to the actual requirements, and thousands are left dead 


on the river bank every year, Owing to the use of barricades the 
finest spawning grounds in the Province are being rendered barren 
and of no value, 

The destruction of the Fishing Industry on the Skoene River would 
be a very serious loss to the entire Province, but would be felt most 
of all by the Indians, who derive the principal part of their living 
from the canneries, 

I am therefore instructed to express their earnest hope thet in 
any settlement made with the Indians, the use of barricades will he 
strictly prohibited. 

Bespeaking your favorable consideration and reply, 

tT have the honer to remeig 
Yours @bediently, 
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Aas of tne seth, witino,ovating that at  sweting 
of the salmon gannere operating on the Skeena hi< 
ver,to consider the various newspaper reporte - 
the possible aotion of the Deptirtment in regard to 
the use of barricades in the upper waters of the 
Skeona,it was resolved that perminsion to use such 
barricades would be hassardous to the whole northern 
salmon industry,I may say that negotiations are at 
present proseeding with a view to effect sone ar~ 
Pangement by which the needs of the Indians will be 
met without the use of barricades, 


Youre faithfully, 
L mS -Brodeus 
¥.D.Bupdie Beq., 


Seo'y Praser River Ganners Association, 
Vancouver ,B.0. 


164 
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Im tumtiking you for the inforuation cor 
“‘tathed in your etter of the 92rd. ultino,regarding 
thé possible action of the Department in connection 
with the use of barricades in the upper watere of the 
Skeona River.t mae say that negotiations are at 


present proceeding with a view to meeting the needs 


‘of the Indians iin some way other than by the we of 


barricades for catohing salnon, 


Youre faithfully, 


L.P Brodeur. 
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17 Collect. 


Nanaimo B.C. Nov 5/1906. % 
_ Hon H. P, Brodeur, ‘ 


Minister of Marine ant 


5 
Ottawa, te 


ae 


Re Barricades Babines Request that nothing final is adopted until : 
I eonfer with with in Ottawa, : 


W. Sloan, 
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imspector’s Office, 


PORT ESSINGTON, B.C., 


October 21st 1906 


John T Williams Esq 
Inspector of Fisheries. 
PORT ESSINGTON B.C. 


Sir:- 
I have the honour’ to submit the following report 
of my work and observations on the Upper Skeena 


and its tributaries committed to my charge during 
the past season, 

Having as uswal been engaged at Essington during 
the early part of the season. I left for Hazel- 
ton on the I5tn of June,in company with three © 
Fishery Guardians { + tosassume my duties in the 
interior,and reached Hazelton on the I8th, 

I then placed the Guardians,on their respective 
beats,and divided a quantity of sockeye nets ,which — 
I received from the Cannerymen free of charge,: 
amongst the Indians on the Bulkley and around | 
Hazelton. 

At a meeting with the Babine Indians in the fall 

of [905,it was agreed that I should intercede 

with the Department to get new nets for them,where. 
with they would catch their winter supply of fish 
this year,stating they would be highly pleased if 
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nets were forthcoming for their use during I1906,and the 
Department kindly granted the request and authorized 

me to procure it, and I accordi ly brought 6000 feet 
the roquisité “quantity “alt the way to Babine. + 

I reached the above place in company with Mr R, Ff 
Loring Indian Agent,the 2nd July,we made ready to dis- 
tribute the nets but soon found that all was not 

right, the Indians had changed their minds,and reject- 
ed the nets, in a scornfull manner, and although many 

of them would have gladly accepted the nets but dare 
not do so as the leaders had forbidden them, I saw 
there was an under current,and some of them said they 
contemplated putting in Barricades. 

On the Srd of July we had a meeting, with the Indians 
wherein Mt Loring and myself endeavourd in every reason— 


able way,to get them to use nets in stead of Barricading, 


we set before them the evil effect,of killing every 
fish at the dam,and the consequences of violating the 
law. Mr Loring promised that if some of them should 
be short of food by using nets that the Government would 
surely assist them, but all to no purpose,they would 
not accept the nets nor would they promise not to bar= 
ricade. I gathered from some that they had been advised 
to not accept the nets and to put in their barricade, 
and that their advisers would see them through with it, 
as far as the Government was concerned. 

And seeing no friendly advise was of any avail,we came 
away. 

Had word that Duncan Pocat andHallwise had received 
their nets an the [0th of August,and taken them home 


up the lake. As soon as Meschell 01d Fort Chief, heard 
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of it ,he sent three men in a canoe under one Moyeye 
(leader ) who entered Duncan's house and took forcible 
posséesion of the nets, I sent out summonses the same 
day for them to come to Hazelton and be dealt with. 
Guardian reported the Barricade almost finished ,in «, 
spite of all remonstrance and applied for warrants for 
pix of the ringleaders. 

Sent warrants with Guardian Norrie an¢ Special Cons- ~ 
‘teble Rosenthall fo apprehend their leaders. 

The following account of the fierce fracus — 
that took place when the attempt was’made to arrest 
leaders and remove barricade,I have gathered from Guar- 
dians ,Constables, and their depositions sworn to ;,6ur 
force consisted of D.G. Yells in charge,and Stewart 
Norrie,Special Constable Rosentahl, Briso, Spencer, and 
two Indians, from the Seecanees tribe. 
When our men prepardd to leave the Village and go 7 
miles below,to the Barricade Chief George shook hands 
with the men,and in his loud voice said Good Bye Good 


’ 
bye,and some women sang in their most musical strain; 


this was afterwards interpreted to signify the last fare- a 
well,and the song of death. Some of tie natives strong 
ly advised the men not to go down seeing they would 
never come back, but the men took no heed to this,start- 
ed off,and so did the Chief and other Indians and women 
who arrived at the Barricades before our men,as they 
landed some distance above,and walked down,as threats 
had been made to smash their canoe,should they take it 
down; When the Guardians reached the Barricade they 
found a desparate situation,the scene would have daunted 
many, unarmed as they were in the face of an infuriated 
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mob. With their sleeves rolled up their fierce passion 
arroused ,shaking with excitement. The men could see at 
a glance that the natives were detirmined to go to any 
extremity. Wells exhibited considerable tact,he being 
followed by the rest,walked boldly into their midst 
and succeeded in getting a parley with them,which abated 
their fury for a moment. He then told them he wanted 
some of them,for violating the Fishery Act,and proceeded 
to read the warrants,and arrest them in the name of the 
King,but he had a fearful time,all of them resisted 
arrest,some of them struck him,while others aimed blows 
at him,and all of them were quickly rescued by tribes 
man. The Chief shouted that they would resist,to the 
last man,and that if one was taken,the whole tribe of 
men would be taken. The Guardians received blows from 
clubs,and were jostled about in a fearful manner,and 
seeing that further efforts to bring the prisoners out 
was futile,they stcceeded in extricating themselves 
from the mob and went up to where their canoe was and 
camped,while the Indians were jubliant over their vic- 
tory making noise and firing volléys at intervals the 
whole night. Late that evening they sent up to buy 

more ammunition,but were refused. 

The Fishery Guardians again repaired to the place of 
action,being detirmined to remove the barricade if 
possible,but they found the Indians well organized , 
the men drawn up in line on the river bank,the women 
armen with clubs,had gathered in a semicircle close 


to the beach,and some Indians immediately behing thems 
amid a tumult ,the Chief could be heard saying,"if any 
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one touch the dam it will be at his verti, thas it was 
not to be removed, The Officers tried to parsuade them 
to pull down the barricade, telling them it would great= 
ly mitigate their offénce but they would not listen to 
reason. Guardian Wells then made an attempt to des - 
troy the barricade,placing Norrie and Rosentahl to 


guard the east bank,no sooner than Norrie had stepped 


close to the barricade than he was dragged back by the 
Squaws, Wells went to his rescue and the two received 
blows from the clubs right and left,the Squaws then 
tried to drown them, but failed in the attempt; 
At this time the noise and turmoil became fearful, the 
Guardians being almost pulled to pieces,and the0fficers 
knew that if they pushed the women aside or used them 
roughly it would have been the signal for the men to 
attack them,and Norrie saw that the Chief had all he 
could do to keep the Indians from attacking our men, 
who realized that if they carried matters any further 
that worse things would happen,so they elbowed their 
way out of the excited mob. Wells coat was all torn 
and he was otherwise bruised, Notrie had received a 
blow on the back,that disabled him for a couple of weeks 
The Officers stated that the humiliation and indigni - 
ties heaped upon them was beyond description, 
The Indian Agent and myself left Hazelton for Babine 
with the hope of settling the matter,without further 
trouble and expense,on the 7th we reached Babine ,on 
the 8th had a meeting with the Indians,and tried to 
persuade them in every way possible,to send the pris~ 
oners out and to remove the Barricades. Mr Loring again 
promised them assistance should they need it,but they 
only advanced foolish talk,their faces hard set and full 
of irony and refused to comply, with our conditions, we 
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set the question before them in every reasonable way, 
explained every point , social, moral and logical, which 
has also often been done in the past,by Wells and my- 
self,so that they throughly understéod the law upon the 
subject,and the consequences of its violation. The 
protracted meeting at last came to an end,with the under 
standing they would deside in the evening,in the evening 
their decision was to be given in the morning;when two. 
Indians told us that they would not,remove the obstruct- 
jon nor would they obey the warrants, Going through 

the village on our way home,we called the Chief out,and 
asked him to give us a plain Yes. or No, he said dis- 
tinctly No,but added if Father Cocoola on his visit 

to the Village later on told them to send the prisoness 


over to Hazelton,they would do so, 


Sept 25th Chief of Babine came to Hazelton;26th;Babine prisoners 


Oct 7th 


came and were put in Hazelton jail. 28th. Babines arraign- 


ed in Court; The Bench was occupied by Mr Hicks Beach 
= 
S. M. Mr Stephenson J. P. and H. Helgesen J. P. I need 


not state the fine,as the Department are aware of it 
ere this. 

Babine prbsoners were taken aboard sbeamer for New West~ 
minster. 

The Barricade was fishing from the [8th of August ,till 
the I6th or I7th of September; It had more than one 
bad effect,although they that leagued together in the 
barricade caught abundance of salmon,they would not 
give ant to those who did not join them, consequently 
thegehave no winter supply ,as they caught only a few 
of the first run that went up the lake with their nets 
before the Barricade was constructed;it also prevented 
the larger portion of the salmon,from reaching the 
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spawning ground.And I regret to say that it destroyed 
the Tatche school of fish; In thelatter part of the 
season, I instructed a Guardian to go round the lake,@ 
and take particular notice of what quantity of fish 
there was in ~each stream, and he reports that with 
the exception of Tatche river,every stream had a fair 
quantity of fish,though much less than last yoam,but 
on Tatche the largest river,with four miles of spawn - 
ing ground,in his judgment only ten salmon were seen 
for every 1000 last year,I here beg to state there is 
no doubt in my mind,that the Tatche school of salmon 
must have come later up the river,and thus perished 


at the Barricades. 


The Indians of Kitwanc@ol also gave me some trouble,! 


had to make an example of the Chief,they were saucy, 
impudent ,and talked of driving the white men out of 

the Country,but I am happy to report that in every other 
lacality the Fishery laws and Regulations were well 
observed, 

Babine river received the biggest share of the small 
run of salmon on the Skeena river this season, which 
proves what I said in my last year's report,that Babine 
was the main source of the Skeena salmon. 

The Indians along the Skeena did not catch a sufficient 
quantity of salmon for the winter supply,and they did 
not fish dilligently either,as their patches of culti- 
vated land yielded such an abundance of potatoes and 
other vegetables,that they said they would not be ahle 
Bo dispose of their surplus,splendid potatees and other 


roots,and garden vegetables of an excellent quality and 
fair size was seen at Babine. 
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I also beg beg to draw your attention to the fact 

that the Babine Indians last year caught an ample 
supply of salmon with their nets,without barricading 
as we counted fully 40,000 dried salmon in their smoke 
houses the latter end of Septéember,at that time the 
Spring salmon were running well,and they said they 
would get Cohoes and Steelheads laber on, in fact they 
sold dried salmon on several occasions,in contravention 
of the Fisheries Act. 

The Indians were then law abiding,happy and contented 
and would listen to good advise,it was a pleasure to 
be amongst them,but after being ill advised they have 
this year exhibited a fearful contrast for the worse, 
which is shown by the alwove. 

The whole of which is respectfully submitted. 


I am Sir 


Your obedient seravnt 


WAulysee” ) 


Fishery #verseer. 
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I herewith beg to enolose Overseer Helgesen's annual 


report,in connection with his work on the Upper skeena 
during the seasonof 1906, 


I may inform you that in previous seasons ,I have for— 
warded this report in conjunction with my annual statis— 
tioal report,but in view of the existing oiroumstances ‘ 
and special conditions obtaining in this portion of my 
District at the present moment, I considered it advis- 
able that all possible information available,should be 
placed in your possession. 


I am Sir 


Your obedient servant 


Sha VU Melleattse 


Inspector of Pisheries,. 


R. N. Venning Baq 
Assistant Commissioner of Fisheries. 
OTTAWA 
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T® acknowledging the receipt of your letter 
of the 9th, instant, covering Overseer Helgesen's 
only report in connection with hie work on the 
Upper B8kééna River, for the season of 1906, I beg to 


state that when you send your next Statietioal Report, 


a@ copy of Mr, Helgevents report should also be attached © 


thereto, 
In the meantime, as his resort 4@ We wholly 
the Babine Indian 4iffieulty, it 1e of particular 


the Babine Indians. 


1 em, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


R,. N, Venning. 


Ageisatant Gommissioner of Fisheries, 


J.T. Willians, Beq, 
Inepeetor of Fisheries, 
Ottawa, Ontario, 
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CPeua November I2th 1906 


Rerer To No. 


I may respectfully inforn- you ,that I have finished 
ail my work here with the Department,with the exception 
of the Babine Indian trouble,which I regret to say is 
not yet settled, 

I therefore ask your permission to leave to-morrow for 
my District in British Columbia,as matters of importance 
out there require my attention. 

I gan if you so desire arrange for Overseer Helgesen to 
remain here for the present,to give the Department the 
benefit of his experience in connection with the afore~ 
said Babine Indian trouble. 


I am Sir 


Your obedient servant 


the WViltenetep 


Inspector of Fisheries, 


Mini eter of Marine & Fisheries, 
OTTAWA, 


ay Pa Aloe 
_ Reger ae eerie 
AOE Re Nt Ey he Ge hylh 
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6th November, 1906. 
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BABINWNB INDIANS, 


SCHOO EEHEE OE EHEE THES OOHEHEHOHEE EH HOSE SHEE SHO HAHHH OLEH OEHA Ce Oe HEH Se 


CONVERENCE held in the Office of the Minister of Marine and 
Fisheries, 6th Nov., 1906. 


Honourable L. P. Brodeur, Minister of Marine and 
Fisheries, 

Honourable Mr. Oliver, Minister of the Interior, 
Honourable Mr. Templeman, Minister of Inland Revenue, 
Reverend Father Coocola, 

Big George and William, Babine Indiana, 


Officers of Department of Indian Affairs and of Fish- 
eries Department. 


HONOURABLE MR. BRODEUR, addressing Fishery Officer WILLIAMS, said : = 
We received your report sometime ago stating 

that the Indians on Babine Lake were refusing to re« 
move the barricades, and that steps had been taken by 


our own officers to remove them. 


We decided to have a conference with the In- 


diane and Yather Coceola, who accompanied them here in 
erder to find out whether some compromise could be 
arranged, and the matter settled in a way satisfactory 
to the Department of Indian Affairs and to this De-~ 
partment. 


We had # conference the other day, when Mr. 
Oliver and the officers of the Indian Department, Mr. 


Venning, 
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Venning, Father Coccola and Big George and his Coll- 


eague, were present. 


Now, Mr. Williams, will you explain in a few 


words the situation. 


The Fishing industry is increasing very rap- 
idly in my district, and new canneries are being er- 
ected every year on the Bkeena River, and all over my 
district. The Babine Indians are on the Skeena River. 
New salteries are aleo being ereoted. There is a 
large amount of capital at stake. Wallace Bros. have 
spent $11,000.00. 


How long have they been there? 


Yor about five years. They have increased 


their plant at Skeena River. 
How many canneries are there there? 


14 canneries and one saltery, all establish- 
ed ahd in operation. The oldest one has been there 
for about fifteen years, and latest one was erected 


last year. 
When did the fishing industry begin? 
About fifteen years ago. 
On a large scale? 


On a large scale about ten years ago. When 
I firet had the honour of being connected with the De~ 
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Department ten yeurs ago, 2 think thre were ten oarn~ 
neries on the Skeena River. Wow there are fourteen 


canneries and one saltery. There is about $200,000.07 q 


worth of capital invested. 
All Canadian capital? 
Yass 


I thought some Americans were interested in 


those canneries? 


No, Sir, all Canadians from Vancouver and 
Victoria. This industry is very valuable; we consi@- 
der it the principal industry of British Columbia. 


Now we claim that the most important part 
of the fishery protection service on the Skeena River 
is the protection of the spawning grounds. We claim 
that it is absolutely necessary that the salmon should 
get to their spawning grounds in order to enable them 
to propogate, otherwise they will undoubtedly be ex 
terminated. The Department is now spending large 
aume of money blasting away obstructions in the rive 
ers, and opening up apawning areas, but what is the 
use of this expenditure if the Babine Indians are al« 
lowed to cateh and kill the figh before they reach the 
spawning grounds. The Department is simply wasting 
money in opening up Copper River» The contract is 


now lete 


Before we proceed further will you please 
tell me how, in the past, the Indians caught fish on 
the Babine River? 
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The Indians have alwaye used the barricades 
for catching their winter supply. The same kind of 
barricades as those used last winter. 


( to Mr. Wilifemsa ): Before those canneries were er« 
eoted did the erection of the barricades deplete the 
River? 


MR, WILLIAMS We have no information. 


MR. BRODEUR But when those canneries started ten or 
fifteen years ago there was a large quantity of fish, 
and those barricades had been then in existence from 
time immemorial, so there is no evidence that the 
barricades were killing the fish? 


MR. WILLIAMS Before the canneries were in existence there 
the Indians caught only a certain quantity of fish, 
because they could get their winter supply in a very 
short time. When they caught enough fish, they let 
the rest remain, and did not trouble about the barrie 
cadens. 


Deo you speak of your ow mowledge, because 
the statement has been made to us by Big George here 
that they removed the barricades after they had taken 
the required quantity of fish. IT am speaking of form 
er years, before the canneries were opened. Were 
not the Indians in the habit of removing their barri-«- 
oades after they hae got the qientity of fish needed 
for their families? 


We understand that the Indians were in the 
habit of erecting barricades. We can only tell ay 
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by hearsay, from trappers, hoo 


In the first place, before the fishery serv> 
fee cune there, Sir, the rumour was that the Babine In- 
dians ueed to leave their barricades there until some 
log came down and tore it out. That was the rumour 
along the Skeera in 1904. In 1904 I took out the 
barricades, in 1905 the Indians fished with nets and 
got what was considered an ample quantity of salmon. 
There was no barricading then, Sir. 


Before we discuss this part of the question, 
Mr. Helgesen, I would like to know what was the situa 
tion before the canneries came, if, as they say, the 
barricades were in existence from time immemorial. 
Were not the Indians in the habit, after they got the 
quantity of fish required for food, to remove the bare 
ricades? 


I don't believe they were careful enough in 
doing that. When I first came to Haselton in 1904 T 
was told there by line men that travelied on the Skeem 
up to Black Water, Telegraph Creek and different plac- 
es, they told me "Can't you do something to stop the 
Indians from barricading dams. They have left their 
dame there. I was told by one man, Mr. Charleson’s 


son, I think, that he kicked out one whole block. 


At all events when the canneries started 
there was a large quantity of fish in the Skeena, 
whether the barricades were removed or not there was 
a large quantity of fish. If not removed it would 
prove that the barricades were not a serious objection 
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to spawning, if no spawning there, some other places, 
no doubt. If removed,as stated by those Indians, 
then a large quantity of fish going up the river. 


The cage is this,- in olden times the In- 
@ians were alone. The Indians got an ample supply, 
all they cared for. Mind, no one but Indians in the 
country, probably one or two at the Hudson Bay Post, 
that used the salmon. Now the country is full of 


packers, prospectors, miners, foresters, ete., and 


theya all buy salmon, more or less. They buy sock 


eye salmon. 


The Babine Indians like to kill every fish 
that comes along, they mean so many dollars to them. 
They pounce upon a school of fish which formerly they 
did not want,- they did not want it they could not 
dispose of it. The part which they don't use they 
sell nowe It is most damaging upon the school of 
fishes 


Have you been able te ascertain the quantity 
of fish caught by those Indians since you went up 
there in 19049 


I was sent up there in 1904. I was at 
Lower Skeena since 1901. There was a wonderful fol- 
lowing of salmon near the end of the supply season. 
On either sides there were racks constructed and full 
of fish. They would have covered acres of ground if 
they went together. Besides that I counted 16 good« 
sized houses full of salmon, I made mention of this 
in my report of 1904. I wae in two and had to stoop 
downs We judged it to be something about three- 

querters 
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three-quarters of a million fish caught and killed 


that year at these two barricades at the head of the 
Babine River. 


There were three times more salmon killed 
some years ago,ae the Indians were more numerous then 


than noWs 


Ask the Indians if they confirm the quantity 
eof fish the Indians caught in 1904. 


BIG GRORGE Caught lots of salmon before than we do now. 
MR. BRODEUR ( to Father Coccola ); The first year Mr. Helgesen 
was there he says there were houges full of salmon, 


they caught about three-quarters of a million. Ask 
the Indians if this is correct. 


WR. WILLIAMS : - He is making 4 statement now which) 
has nothing whatever to do with 


other question, he is not keeping 


the case referred to, it is an- 
( 


to the point. 


VATHER COCCOLA He speaks only of the time the Fish Commi s=- 
sioners came when they began to fish with nets. He 
says they had houses full of salmon, They got just 
enough to go on for the winter with netpe 


Did they cateh three-quarters of a million 
that year? 


They got great many, don’t know how many. 
Indians are not able to cure three-quarters, of « mil= 


lione t 5: 
Indi aid he ht to a ity of fim, 
You mare, spatiaee PB ged ogg nage i 

pened then? i ee 
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Mr. Holgesen:~ In Septender that your to show that they old saleat 
fish and several other emaller ordave and all the orders had net cone th 
This was nothing to what they would sell that year. Tt was only a little pe 
Part of tho immense quantity ordered up there. It wae part of my business 
to find out all about the fishery question. I wae informed by mmerous 
merchants and traders that they handled é@ried salmon as articles of 
commerce. When I was there I was instructed to forbid the eredtion 

of barricades. Tho Indians are allowed to trade salmon between the 
Tribes they cannot deprive then of that Privilege, some hunt some figh 
and some get fish from others, 


Mr, Brodeur:- Do they sé 1 very large quantities of fish to those 
white people ? 


Mp. Heglesen:~ Last winter I was informed by parties who got fish from 
them t at they sold fish, but I dont kno= how much, I thought it 
was curious for them to complain of starving an! be able to sell salmon. 


Mr. Brodeur:« Ask them whether in former years they were in the habit 
of selling fish. 


Big George:~ We are selling fish in past years to Hudson Bay Co, 

for people of Stuart Lake because they had no salmon. 

Mr. Brodeur:- Was it not against the law, Mr. Verning, for them to sell 
fish ? 


Mr. Venning:- Yes it was agninetithe law and fishery regulations, 


Wot againet the law to sell fish caucht in Openiseagon ; of course they 


did not fich in tidal waters. 


Mr. Brodewr:s- Mr. Williams will you please explain to me the law 
and regulations and give quotations of the law and regulations eoncerning 
the Indiane on Babine Lake ? 


Department of Marine and Fisheries/ 
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Mr. Ti1liamer- There are no Regulations exept that the Inspects 
Pisherios shall decide how Indians shall fish . Thore ic only one 
plause in the Regulations with reference to that. 


Mr. Brodeurt- In the Fishery Regulations for British Columbia, as 
adopted by Order-in-Council of March Srd, 1894, 1¢ ie provided in Suc-Seo. 
"A", Seotion 1- Please quote ae we =o on. 


Mr. Williams,- It says here in the Fishery Regulations, Seotion 1, Clause * 


way, 
"Provided always that Indians may, at any time, with the permission 


of the Inepector of Fisheries, cateh fish for the purpose of pooviding 
food for themselves and their families, but for no other purpose, but no 
Indian shall spear , trap or pen fish on their spawning grounds 

nor catch them during the close season or in any place leased or set 
apart for the natural or artificial propogation of fish, or in any other 
Place otherwise specially reserved." 

Mr. Bredeur:- Quote nme the provisions of the Fisheries Aot on vhich that 
Regulation is based: , 


Mm. Villieme:- 


Bee (Bho Se Ae 3 
pire Deis ire: 


Mr. Brodeur:- Is oon provi fon te the Pisheries fot concerning 
Indians 


Mr. Williames~- Yee. Fisheries Act Sub-Sestion & of Section 14, 


Mr, Brodeur: Is thie the only reference ? 
Mp. Vonning:- That ie the only Begultion , but the Clause of 
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(1) watch to tne jut road gives the vernor in dot 

to medity the Aot from tine to tine . se emt we sate te te 
dot regulating fisheries in Britich Golubia which he read previously, 
Mp’ Brodew:~ Are they using some of those neane mentioned in 
Seotion 8 ? 


My, Williams, Yes, we give then pornission to fh that way. We strain 
& point, do all we oan to feoilitate their catching fish in the Skeena, 
We é@raw the line at barricades though because we know that where they 
Obetruct the river the fish are destroyed and the Indiaris become 
boarders on the Indian Department, We are looking after the Intereete 
of the Indiane and the(enerios, that ie why wo prohibit barricades. 


Mr. Brodeur, Quote the provision of the lew preventing the use of 
barricades, 


Mr. Williame:« 


Mr. Brodewr:- What is the provision with regard to non-tidal watera, 
Which we have to deal with in thie case t 


Me, Williamas~ There is a tidal boundary established on the Skeena River 
about 15 miles from the mouth and no fishing is allowed except by the . 
Indians with the permission of the fishery inspector, 
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Mr. Brodeur :~ F want to know fram you whether you consider sat 
salmon fishing oan take place in non—tidal parte of the river? - 

Mr. Willinme,- 1+ is illegal wnder 62 Vie, Cap. 24, amending Section 
8, Sub-Seotion 5, 


52 VICTORIA. 


CHAP. 24, 


An Act to amend “ Th Fisheries ”” chapter ninety. ° 
five of the hevicel desetace 
[Assented to'2nd May, 1889,] 


Majesty, by and with the advice and of the 
HH": a ouse of Commons of aida eaidee 
lows :— 


1. Sub-section five of section eight of “ 
is h the following su 
other a 


other a an ada: Pro- yo 
vided, no one shall for or catch salmon gay 
nets in any of the waters of Canada,” 


Mr. Williams: Those swing nets refer to atationery nets, 


Mr. Brodeur:~ Do 1 understand Prof. Prince that since the Regula tion 
of 1889 it is abeolutely prohibited to fish with nets in non-tidal parts 

of the river? 

Prof, Prince:- That is the Law. 

Mr. Brodeur: Then it would be Wegal to Give Indians permission to use 

nets in the Babine River 7 

Profs Prince:- EBxéept on that provision which Mr. Williams rea@ out. 

Mr. Bredgur:- Yeo, but you have a general wovision here that fishing 

with nets is absolutely prohibited in non-tidal waters . 

Prof. Prince:~ That was Going out of our way to do sonething to benefit 
the Indians by providing nets. 

Mr. Brodeur:~ The law of 1886 was $o the effect that fish could not be 
taken in certain ways, by gill note, eto, Now in 1889 we pass a law 


em 
ee 
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‘you could not pernit the Indians to use amy nete in the Babine River. 
Ie thie your interpretation ? 


My. Williams-:~ That in perfectly right. 
ir. Helgesent- Only so far as to catch their food for thameelves and 
families. 


Mr. Brodeur:~ We have a law prohibiting the use of nete. Of course 
they could use rods, but could they use nets in the Babine River ? 


Prof. Prince:- The British Columbia Regulations were amended later ofi, 
Mr. Brodeurt- Sub-Seotion 6, yes. 

"No Bete of any kind shall be used for catching any kind 
of salmon in the inland lakes or in the fresh or nom~@idal waters of rivers 
or stredme. But Indians, may, with the permission of the Inspector of 
‘Fisheries, use dip nete for the purpose of providing food for themselves 
and their familios, but for no other pumpones" 
Me. Bredeur:- I dont know whether we have the right to pass such 
Regulations, 


Mr. Venning:~ We have no right to pass regulations, We can allow 

only dip nets, we have allowed large nets. 

Ir. Brodeur, What is a dip not? 

Mr, Villiams, Round nots. 

Mr. Verming:+ It was not logal to allow nets in 1904, 

Mr, Brodeur: All the same, in virtue of our regulations we may give 
them permission to use dip nets for their own purposete 

Mr. Yenning, Dip nets are no uso to theme 

Mr. Brodeurt- You do not give them permission now to use nets as you gave 
them two or three years agof . 

Mr. Williamet~ Thie last year and previous yeare we gave them netes 
The way I looked at it was this, air, it was for théér food. You want 
the etetonty deel gapect of the ones ? We went a little beyond the 
strict interpretation of the law, but we kept to the spigit of the lam, 
The Indians eould catch food for théir winter supply with dip nets. Ye 
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allowed different kinds of dip nets we strained a point » but did not 
outrage the Fishery Aot or Regulations. 

ir, Brodeurt! Do thoy use dip note,? 

Tather Cooodlat~ Hos 


ir. Brodeurt~ Are they used in some places ? 


Wr. Verningt- Yee they are vhen bie fish are previously oatght or onclepe cL 
then they use the dip neta to take then out of tho waters 
Mr’ Brodaurt~ We have never been using any of those Gir) nets ? 

itr. Helgesent~ Dip note could not be used where the Babines fish because 
it io gontle beach all along. They are used where there are crevices 
and perpindicular canyons to stiok them down into. At Babine there is 
a beach and thay would be no good, Thoy catch salmon without barricra, 
they catoh with hooks. We went as far ap we eould to help the Indians, 
I h&d instructions from Prof. Prinos to see that the Indians had a:eupply 
I have helped thom in every way I could and even gone against the lew 

in order that they and their families should have an ample sypplp. I have 
allowed then to use inplements of varioun kinds, except varricades. Vo 
have proof that in vabe the Indians could got an agple supply of fish 
with note and without barricades by putting forth a little effort. The 
Indians wont ao anything for thomselvos. 
Mr. J. De Moleant- Are barricades allowed on any other rivers in 
British Colwibia ? 

Mr. Willdamet- Ho, none of the Indians attempt to barricade in any other 
place in British Columbine 

itr. Brodeurt~ There was sone barrieading an tho Cowichan River’. 

Pref. Prince,- We destroyed the parricades several tinede 

Mir. Templemant- Only for lump backed salmone 

Wr. Brodeurt- Is tho Cowichan a branch of the Fraser 7? 

Mrs Templemant~ Noe 

Mr. Brodeurt- Those barricades have been destroyed Tt 

Wir, Texplenant~ The Fishery officials renoved them. 1 Wiiink they use 
then every year though they are not for the sane kind of fithe Not for 

commercial pur, 0908 

7 nen taro. Me TeAMtem Wy Ateh Hle 
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atffieulty could be settled ¢ 


Mr, Villian: Yeo, Sir, we propose to settle in thio way, To allow 
the’ Indians to use gt11 notes they oan use gill netes they did in 1908 
and as we have proved they managed $0 secure sufficient soe tas 
wintor mipply that year, If the Indians will only exert themoelves 
they oan easily oateh sufficient for their winter supply of food . Mr. 
Helgesen hinself will go there and in two nonthea I say they oan catch 
a sufficient supply for their @ @amilice and dége. The trouble is 

the Indians are so lasy and idle they will not do anything at alle 

The reason they vant barricades is beoause the wonen oan go and shovel 
tlhe fish out, thus all the work ie left to the women. Reverend Father 
Morice ways of the Babinea_gpe tat they are bombastio, idle, eto. 
Mr. Brodeurt- He did not say so to mes. 
Mr, Wiiliamat- We do not want the Indians to suffer in any way and 
Mr. Helgesen is willing to go there and in two months guarantee that 

by using gill nets 

they will bo provided with enough fish for foot for thomeelves and their 
deoge. We want the Indiane to fish in the same way that the vhitosa fish 


and in the same way tat other Indians fishe 


My. Bredeur:- What is the close season on the Skeena River ? 

Mr, Tilliams:~ From Saturday morning at eix o'clock until Sunday 
evening at eix o'clock. Thero is no annual olose seasons 

Mr. Bredeur:- What ke the License Foo 

ir. Williamat~ $10.00 for ill neto, $26.00 for aur we 

Mr, Brodewrs~ Aro the Indions bound to pay ? 

My. Williamer- Het one singlo cent in amy shape or form. All wo wish 
ig that if they are going to be white nen let them fish as white men doz 
If Indiana, who fish for their winter supply of food, we will give them 
any Kind of nete they want. 

ii. Dredeurs- Will they not require some clothing 7 Hew do you 

eapect that they will provide their elething if they cannot sell rich’ 
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Mr» Williamet= Let them come down to the Canneries and work as all other 
Indians de, not loaf. The Saline Indians must realize ‘ati they 

must work ae the other Indians de, they cannot be apared. 

Mrs Brodeurt~ What objection is there teitheir catching fich on the 
Babine River, not only for food » but also for sale. ? 

Mr. Verming t- They vould be competing with other mens 

Mr. Brodeurt~ There ie only the question ef a $10.00 fee. Any white 
man oam fish for thats 

Mrs Venningt~ We are allowing fishing in the sdver which under no other 
condition is allowed, thus ‘the Indians oan ve competitors. 

Mrs Brodeurt Then a white man ean go and fish in that river ? 

Mr. Venningt- Not in the Estuary or low water. They could not fish 
theres It vould be unfair to allow them to compete. 

Mr, Brodeurt- Would there be any objoction to those Indians selling 
fish for clothing ? 

Mr. Williamet~ I¢ io a bad precedent and not necessary. 

Mr. Brodeur, To clothe thenselyes ? 

Me. Williamar~ Ho, but $750,000. was paid out to Indians eat 


by oarmeries wrk, 
Columbia last year, why should not the Babines Mek along with other 


Indiana ? 

Mr. Brodeurit- I4 was gaid that for the Indian to ge to the Canneries 

was not a very good sehool of morality. It would be just ao well 

for then to stays 

Mr, Tilliamet- Are the Babine Indians angele f Are they tho only 
men to be kept away/from texptation? Other Indiane work in the Carmeries 
why should not the Babine Indians ? By blocking all the prineipal 
stroans of British Columbia they take away the living from tho other 
Tribes, The Skidgate Indians, the Pert Simpeon Indiane and others 

cone thousand of miles te fish; Why should the Babine Iniians be 
allowed to Bleck and obstruct the waters and interfere with the 

@uwply for these ether Indians who come dow’ 

Mr Bredeurt- I an spenking of gill nets, ho says they should be allowed — 
to use gill note fer their food. They have to got both food aint oe | 
@lothing. Ask youresif how ure they going to got clothing. It wan 
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haweetod thaththey be allowed to oateh enough fan tor food and 

Mr. Helgesen:- T never knew that 4t was succested thay the Indians 
Gould sell fish and m toh in tributary waters, They can take out 
enough for themselves and families, I¢ they could take fish even by 
Nete, for sale, they would diminish the fish, kill every one before it 
comes to the spawning ground, but if barricades allowed= 

Mr. Brodeur:~ They do not speak of barricades, it is considered that 
barricades have to dleuypéats Let us face the situations When the 
barricades have disappeared what Objection would there be to their 
using nets to catch fish for food ae well as clothing ? 

Mr. Helgesen,- The whole country is full of employment; last year 
they were moh better off than many white men. They could work for 
$2.50 per day and board. I am told that the Babine Indiane had about 
76 horses and I know that the Hudson Bay Co, oftered then and pay a 
g00c price for them, Going from Hazelton to Buckley Lake se made the 
trip in eight days and at $36.00 the Indians were well paid for this. 
There are prospectors, farmers, eto. in the country who need help 

and I believe there vere times last year when surveyors had to be idle 
because they could not get teamaters. The Indians can make lots of 
foed, I an satisfied, without touching fish, 

Mr. Brodeur:~ How many salmon are required for food for the men for a 
year ? 

Father Coocola,- Theee salmon per day for each of $00 . 900 salmon 
besides those for the dogs. 

Mr. Brodeur: How many for the dogs ? 

Father Coccela,- two or three for each, four doge to a man, 

Mr. Bredeur:~ How many familios are there ? 

Mr. D. C. Seetts~ About 75. 

Mr. Brodeur:- That would mean about 1200 salmon per day. 


Me» Helgesent~ I could only make out 68 or 60 families anong the Babinese 


and I had the help-of a very good nan to count theme 
ir. Brodeur: Hon mugh money would bo required for clothing for your 
Mre Glivert~ How mich for a year and divide it inte nonthe ? 
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Mir, Brodeurt~ Mr, S00t% how mich meney for olething for a family for a 
your ? 
Mr. Seottr- Tho prices are high there. I think $100. each would be a 
fair estinate:, inoluding blankete and every tiring. 

« Bredeurr- Mr. Villians how mich would be required for elothing for 
a family for one year? ms 
Mr. Williamet~ Not as much as $100.00 they dont woar that muoh, Thy the 
children just wear little the Girls a rag of a dress and the boys a 
rag of a shirt and a little pair of panta,. 
ly, Brodeurt~ low many to a family f 
Mr,» Ds O» Seotti- There are about 309 Indians ani if only 68 
famblies, about @ to a family. 

« Brodeurt- ‘That would take about $6,000.00 or $6,000.00, 
Mr» Venning to Mr. Brodaurt~ Your proponition is to give them land ? 
Mr» Bredeurt- Yee but I want to find out how mich salmon ic required 
alao. * 
Mr. VYerming:~ Mr. Helgesen will tell you how many fish oaucht with 
nets in 100B.s 
Mr» Helgesen:~ Yos, Sir, ve went around the Lake, the Guardian and 
myself, and we found that 40,000 salnon wero oaucht. They were catching 
spring salmon, 10 to 16 per fanily every night.. How long that lasted 
I dont know, Tho Indians said that after the epring oa non wore done 
they would catch oghoes, We may promume that tie catch was nearly 
50,000 dried salmon 
Mr. Vermingt- Was that ample for their neede that year F 
Mr. Nelgenent~ Yee and the Indians seemed to be contentede 
Mr» Ymning:- In 1900 wo sent note ups 
Me. Holgesen:~ Yeo in 1906 we had 4 neoting and it wae agreed I should 
intercede with thin Department to got new netee I told thom I wuld 
try to got¥the Department to grant my requeste I wae inetructed to 
get tho required quantity at Yanoouver or purchase at 
which I aid . I bought 6000 pounds of note, 100 fect to each tantly 
ee ee eee eee en a me Aes. OK . 


SE tsseliecmebitvouSiNbci chanle 
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the nete they soerned them, something had changed their mindss They said 
they had been advised by parties who had promised to see ther. through 

as fur as the Governnont or any one ¢loe was concerned. We had to 

cone aways 

Mir, Yenningt- The arrangement mado in 1905 which was good in that 

yoar and supposed to be for all time, fell through in 1906, 

Me. Williamat~ We proved it was wmple to catch enough fish for foods 


Mts Olivert~ How do you Prove that ? 

Mrs Tilliamet- How do we prove that tn 1905 they got mufficient fish re 
food 7 

Mr. Helgesent- They even gold some. 

te. FWilliamss- If they had not sufficient food for thonpelves they 
would not have sold any. 

Mr. Olivort- They had to poll sone for @lothing. 

Mr. Williamas= They ooulit rake any anount of money for clothing by 
working for the prospectors an teamaters, eto. 

Mre Olivert= That in not Proof, 1f you have proof let us Neve it. 


Simi ee 


Father Coooelat- fhe Indian says he had three note and caught only 

500 fish. He wan one of the best fishermen. | 

Mr. Bredeur to Indiant- How long have you beon fishing ? 

Father Cocoola for Indiant- Every night my son work with mo and we 

mily cot 600, 

Indiant- Yan soy hanging salmon, looking a great deal, but when counted 
they are not #0 many. 

Mr. Helgesem:~ We did count then , sir. 

Mr. Brodeur: How much fish would be required fortheir food ? 

Mr» Holgenent~ About 600,000 for rood. 

Mp, Helgesent- Wo thought 600 or 600 would unffice for a fantly during 
the winter and for the years 

Mire Bredeur:- They ay three each for « family for a day, do you 
think that too muoh ? 

‘Mr, Helgesen:- Ne, phobably not. 

Father Coocolar~ There io vory little meat in a salmon, 
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Mr. Villiame?- There is a big lot of meat in one salnen 

| Mrs Bredeur~ Have you anything, Father Coogola, to propose as a 
settlement of this trouble? Ie there any objectioh to nets, of 
course barricaden have to go « 


Father Coosola:~ If warricades have to co they want nets long enough 
to be Fg to fish because if the nets are too short they say the water 
is clear and the fish go around 

Mr, Brodeur:- “You know thto objection, Mr. Williams, to gill nett, 
they say the water is so clear that the fish ge around and oannet be 
caught, Have you any experience Mr. Helgesen with that ? 


Mr, Helgesen~ Yea I have, I an a fisherman myself, I take that into 
account. They are right in one respect, In day time the water is too 
Glear tc gatoh much salmon, At night the fish will bite provided 
that they have nets adapted for it. I imeist upen the Guardian barking 
the neta. I told them that if they barked the nets they could fish 
might and day. We tried to insist upen the Indians barking tho nete 
but no that wag too much of an effort and we gould not make them do it. 
anything that is » offort or work in not to the Indianst likinge 
Mr. Brode@urt~. Suppose they allowed barricades on the condition that 
when a auffid ent quantity of da@lmon caught for food they would be taken 
out, what would be the result ? 
Mr. Helgesent- There are several serious objections to that. In the 
principle 
first place it wuld ostablich the preesdent-of barricades and would 
require an army to watoh the Indi anelfor they would have their work in 
and would mt take out the barricades. The salmon streams are so numerous 
and the distances se great it would be impossible to “uwnish 
offieials to vatch th etreams. The principle would be a bad thing. 
te eatablighs 
Mere Ghdver:~ Let the principle go. Suppose thie ceuld be done and was 
done what would be tho result ? 
Me, Helgesen:- The finish wuld be that the fish would be killed 
What Mr. Brodeur just asked is when you have p 
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Indians to fish at barricades, enough to previde then with food for 

the year, which you admit they are ontitied $0, then the barricades are 
opem, what would be the result to general fishing ? 

Mrs lelgoweny I dont think it could wrk, 

My. Oliver:~ fase’ a straight question sive me a straight answer, Suppese 
the barricades are opened and the fish allewed to £0 what would be the 


=20— 


resuit on the general clasees of fish in the river ? 
Mr» Helgesent+ No serious offect, only as I say 14 would require an 


army of mon to kegp guard on the streams. 


Mr. Brodeurt= I did not oatch your anower with regurd to the undpt nota. 


net fishing is difficult in day time ? 

Mr. Helgesen : Yen, the water ie clear and when the netr are not 

lurked the fish seo thom. 

Mr. Brodeurt- What is the length of the season ? 

Nre Helgeaent- Nearly two months from the let August to end of September, 
or right into Ootober, if we cout othor kinds of salmone 

Mr. Brodeur:- I suppose that the Canrerise recognize that the Indians 
should be fed out of salmon. Do they object @ that ? 

Mr. Helgesent- Wo. 

Mrs Rredgur Well suppose the barricades were allowed just for these 
two a... until Indiana get enough for food, what © uld be the 
@bjection 7 

Mr, Helgesent- The objection is that the Indians gould not be watched, 
they would have barricades. 

Fathor CoogeMat~ The Indians vould be willing to keep the barriers open, 
also to remove barricrs 

Mre Bredeur:- Is it ponsible that we could supervise the quantity of 
fish caught there, if they are not to cateh more than what is necessary ? 
Father.Coceolar- I could have every one keep an account of the fish they 
@anght, at the end of the day, and at the ond of the seanon the number 
of fish caught by each family. 
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Mp. OMiver:~ That is hardly the peint. what is wanted in the number of 
fish the Indians are entitied to te permit then to live. when they 
Teach that munber the barricades are open and the fish ge tres. Te it 
DPessible to arrive at the numberier fish the Indians are entitled to f 
Me. Bredeur:- They could got their olothing ~ 


Father Coocolar- They dent buy their clothing, they buy with the fish. 
They bring their fish out and get a little tea, sugar, or handkerchiefs 
perhapé for the children, That is what they getiwith the fish, 

Mr. Oliver:~ Suppose we out out the idea that they make merchandise 

out of the figh and szy they are to get ote tue the Chiefs, the families 
and the dogs, oan you find out from these nen how many fish would 
probably be sufficient for their purvoses$ hen if the Minister 

thought well to permit them te catch that amount, can they be restricted 


te that amount ? 


Father Cocoela:- I am sure they|could and they wuld keep their promises. 


It would take some time to find out the mumber of fish recuired, 

Mr. Olivert- Ho~ many can you eat ? 

Father Coccola:- I think a good many when it iy very gold . It is of 
course hard to chew and very little meat in it » Oppecially when dried. 
The dogs profit by it. 

Me. Oivers- You are speaking on behalf of the Indians and are alse 
with them elesely. I imagine that what is in the Minister's mind 

is that he desires that the Indians shall be provided with salmon but 
is alee emxious that the contention of the members of the Fishory 
Department be considered, Could the Indians exist without fhhing ? 
Father Cooeolat- Give up fishing, yes, if the the Gevernment will give 
we $6,000.00 and the land that the Indians oan start on. The whi te 
people will not empley as Indians as long ac they ean get White men. 
The white men speak English the Indians do not. The Indians oan only 
get the work when there is no one elee to be hades 

Mr. Oliver:~ Tliat is hardly w the point either Mather. Would it be 
possible to arrive at a fairly accurate knowledge of “hat mmber of 
fich the Indians really require f If possible would you undertake te 
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speak for the Indians on that point aid place the case before the Minister, 
Yould that be eonsidered a reasonable adjustment on the part of the Indien 
to allow them to eatch firh by the old method, up te the amoumt they 
require for food? 

Mi, Bredeur:- Mr, Helgesen thinke you oonld teach them to use notes 


Mr, Olivert~ On tie one hand use barricades to catch a certain quantity 

of fish, supposed to be sufficient for their actual food, or othervise 

use nete, supplied by the Department, with which they would have, I 

assune, the free right to fish ae mach as they déhedy required to 
elothing 

provide for themselves by the sale of fish, as well as food, if they 

fish with nets. There is no doubt, though, E think, that net fishing is 


better for tho rivere 


Mr, Brodeurt~ Have they confidence in Mr. Helgesen ? 

Father Gocoolas: Yes. 

Mr. Rrodeurt- Would they abide by Mr. Helgesen's decision whep they have 
enough fish for food ? 

Mr. Helgesen,- Thie is a yery important question, Sire I have worked 
under the Department and am in a positéen to know that there would be 
trouble with the rest of the Indians, they vould all want the sane 
treatnente 

Pref. Prinoe:- I have just returned from th west. This is a very 


impertant point, upen general prinoipler of course. 


Mr. “Tilliamat- I would wich to say a yord, Sire There are 100 streams 

where fishing takes place in my district. If you once legalise 

barpicades in my district 41% will remiire 100 men to watch these streams 

You necessarhly allow barricades all ever British Columbia if in Babine, 

you oant objetht other Indians barricading if you allow the Babines te 
20 806 

ie, Brodeurt~ How are the Indians at the other places living ? 

Mrs Tillianet- They work in the Oannor' cand got oufficiest fish for . 
their winter supply ef food with nets. All @ther Indians do. 

Mrs Gliver:~ liew long is it sinos those Indiane have been using 
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Mr, Willians:~ We stopped thom in 1004, on the Babine. In 1807 on 
Rivers Inlet, 

Me. Brodeurt- There they could fish wit nete f 

Mr.» Williama:~ Yen. 

Mr, Brodeurt~ But the water in 0 clear it is hard to fish with notes 
Mr. Willdamet- 1% in the sane every other place. 

Mrs Brodeurs- Would you undertake to say that with nets they could get 
enough fish for food ? 


Mr, Wiliiams, Yeo, having given the matter consideration my opinion is 


thet theat Indians oan, by working a little harder, than they do now, get 


enough fish with Wete for food. 


Mr. Brodeur: You state Positively that in Augint and September by the 
we of cli nets they oan get onough fish for their winter supply of 
food ? 
Mr. Williama,: Yes and Mr, Helgesen will give you his opinions 
Mr. Helgesens- They have nearly three nonths to fish in » from the baceaning, 
of Aug nt well into October. 
Father Cooeela:- The salmon the Incians use last only four weeks. 
Mr, Bredour:~ Suppose we use the seat nots Sr next year, would they 
undertake to work during the tine? 
Father Coccolat~ They de work they are even there at nights 

I know tho case I do not care what Mr. Helgesen sayee 
Mr, Bredeur:~ I wish to make «a feet. Tould they fish with nets nex 
seapon and if they dont get enough fish, and work properly, we would 
provide for them ? 
Father Coceela (interpreting for Indians Yew They say that 1+ is se 
Wneertnin about nets to get enough fich, We do not know if they should 
oonsent to say yote 
Mr. Brodeurt+ If they work properly the Indians Departnent could get some 
one to mike a trial ef it. (To Mr. Oliver) Would the Indians Depar tans 
take the responsibility ? 
Mr, Olivers We vould not take the répponsibi lity. 


saibiiticeedonie cca ee 
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itr, Helgesen:. Tf tho Indiano are working toy ne they 
but will not work for themselves, 
Mr. OLiver:- What han thet to dowwith barricades t 

Y Out of gardens, eto, Right 
@ Babine this your T got potatoes as big as my fies, 
Father Cooooias~ Some tines they SUNCGEd, some tines they fail, 
have no seed they oarmot grow any thing, They want sone one to 
them, the Climate ic different, 
Mr, Oliver:~ 19 the olinate 4itferent in Hazelton to Babine ? 
Mr. Helgosen:~ Tt is a little oolder, 
Mr. Bredeur:- 1 think that with the further conference of the 
different offisialn they could reaqh some vay of settling the di ffioulty, 
Mee “illiamp:~ Will you alloy ne to make one nore sugpeation, It 
would Dessibly be a 00d plan if the Department built & hatchery on 
the Babine Lake, then all stripped tinh omid be Given the Indians, 
They take out « 800d many up at Rivers Inlot and the wuld Sbviate 
the necessity of their Citching then, If they dia net catch enoug): in 
mete they could be supplied dm the hatchery. 
Ur. Holgesen:~ The late Mr. Prefontai ne Promised a hatchery on the 
Skeena River Which is probably the best Place in British Columbia for a 
hatchery, 
Prof. Prinoe:~ 1 think Mr. Bredeur that a hatchery is a necessity there, 
Mrs Olivers- I¢ we cannot ot any further with this I want to ask 
about the arrent or these Indians, Mr. Helgsen were you present 
when the Indians were arrested f 
Mr, Helgesen:— 1 wae not present, I was awaiting the retin of 50Re 
Summonser I had sent, These vere returnable the next day after I had 
Sent out the Warrants from Hagelton, That is why I was not there. 
Mr. Bredew:- Were you there when our offigers tried to remove. the 
barrieades ? 
Mr. Helgesen:- NO, Siz, 
Mrs Bredeur:- How many nen were there ?. 
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and one Indian of the Tribe. When they tackled the thing 
theme was firlous confusion, the miners and Indian left and it dwindled 
dom to threo nen. 

Mp. Oliver:- ho laid the information against the Indians ? 

Mr. Helgesent- The Quardian in charge at Babine Lake, Mr. James Selah. 
My, Olivert= What was the naturdot the information ? 

Mr, Helgesent- That the Indians had constructed birricades in spite 
of being told not to. 

Mr. Oldvert- Is that all ? 

Mr. Helgesen:~ Yon, in spite of his telling then not $0, they only 
foores and laughed at him, finished the big barrkoade and began to 
construct anotherjone. 
Mr.Olivor:- Is that all the information? 

My. Williams:~ Upon that charge ? 

Mr. Olivert- I want all the informations 

Mr. Helgesent~ Then the (iardian there teld that if they would not take 
down the barricade he would have i+ done, that it was illegal and rust 
80». He thkn took dew part of the barricade ordering them to remove 
the rest. They would not do it so he sent a messenger on horseback 
to Haselion , giving ne the narede? the leadera, I inmediately issued 
eix warrants and sent out to apprehend the Indians. ; 

Mr. Olivers Whom did you send to apprehend them ? 

Mr, Helgement~ Ap I stated,- Guardian Memeey and Special Constable 
Rosenthal. When the cummonses were being served Weleoh succeeded in 
getting parley with them and told them he wanted some of them for 
violation of the Fishery Law by ereoting barricades. He then 
preceeded to read the warrants and the first ono he went +o arrest 
etruck him, 

Mr. Oliver:- Whe struck hin ? 

My, Helgepen. I dont know, one of thooe, We struck hin first — 
Welch laid hands on him and arrested him in the King's name. nie 
man resisted and broke leese with the help of the other Indianse dud levw : 
Mr. Olivert- You said he strusk hin, now you «ay he tore away, which 
wan it t 

‘We « Wolgonen, Ne first struck hin, then laid hands on hin 
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Mer r+ Welldhy preceeded tw the nent one end I was told by others thes 
Mires or four of then etmuck at hin, but he dedged and so escaped, The 
Whole siz tore away and refused arreste 


2h 


Mr. Brodeur :- Yas there any assault mids by those nen en the officers ? 
Mr. Helgesen:- Our men went home, they could do nothing, the Indians 
were very angry. The Ghief said, “we will resist arrest to the last man, 
if one is taken the whole tribe must be taken® and the Guardians, 

in their depositions whon they came out,confirned that statement, 

The next day our men went back determined to take out the barricades, 

if possible, they saw they could not arrest theme They found the men 
all drawn up en the bank, tho women in a semi-circle close to the 
barricade, At the first attempt of Guardian Nerrie to lay hands 


on the polee he was seized by the women and nearly torn te pieees, 
wile 
Mr. Welch came to hin resoue » they forced him into the river and there 


was terrible confusion, Mr. Norrie, ih his depésition, said that 
Big George had all he cuuld do to wep the Indians from breaking 
through the women, He finally resoued Welch and they elbowed their way 
out of the orewd, sesing theta further effort would result in worse 
things. Mr. Weloh had his coat torn t pieces and was mauled about 
by the clube. Mr. Norrie sot a blow in the baok which disabled him fey 
two weeks. 

Mr. Bredeur-- Madi of people are they, eed generally ? 

Mr. Helgesen:~ They have at all times been very respectful to ne. 

Mr. Brodeur:- Are they of a bad character ? 

Mr. Helgesent- Well, Father Merice does net give them a very good 
charactors 

Mr. Bredewr:~ He told me they were veyy good men. He came here to 
intercede for them. 

Mr. Helgesen:- Yes, I heard that ° 

Mr.Oliver+ DP understand that some of the Indians Were sentenced to 
Pricon for assault om the o’ficers. Whe laid the information in that 
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My. Helgesent- Yes, Sir, 
Mr, Olivers- According to your statement they had not assmilted them. 
Have you the information there Mr. Stewart, let us have its 


ir. 8. Stewart:~ | 
" The following is a telegram from Supt. Vewell, Vioteria 


to Mr. Imdian Agent Lering:- "Serious trouble reported between Babine 
« 
Indians and Fishery officers. Wire briefly facts and opitiien and write 


t 1. 


fully” do which he replied “May overcome trouble. Will leave for Babine 
neat Saturday". Mr. Loring saye:- " Regarding the forecoing I have 

the honowr to state that ooncerning " to write fully" a great deal is 
given in my letter of the 27th instant, going herewith under separate cover 
but must additionally remark that since then another warrant was 
issued for Chief Big George of Babine, and since arrivalé of a fishery 
guardian and a chines of that service thenoe, it was reported te its 
evorseer, Mr. Helgesen, that in trying to remove the barrier they were 
gppesed by nearly all the women of Babine and virtually driven from the 
warrior, after having met with considerable abuse. In the latter reapeot 
the Indian men did not take part 4m so far as aetual opposition ie 
concerned, In the perplexity of methed, how to overoeme the 
situation the oall for the 100 militia men was made and there is nothing 
for which the pute seemingly are more grateful than being frequently 
treated to a panie*, 
Mr. Oliver:- (to Mr. Stewart) Is there not a statement of the information 
laid againet these men ? I think there is sore where. 
Mr. Stewart:- Mr. Podley took the file te Britieh Columbia withehif 
Mr. Bredeart- Were the warrants or summonees issued first ? 
Mr. Holgesent-i. The Indians » forbade the rest of th: Tribe to accept 
the nets the Government sent. The leaders said no one should accept 

amy, yet Duncan Paquet and Hal Louis? each got a net from the Guardian 

and went to thoir heme on Babine Lake. Michel, as soon as he heard this, 
sent four men im a canse to Duncan's cabin and tock the nets out by 

feree, They evidently brought she nets down the Village and threw 
them on the beach as the Guardigmlfeund the two nets there . I then 
dmmediately issued two summonses, one for Michel and ene for Paquets( & Hains! 

Nook the nets, The consequenge was that lial Louis (T) and | 
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barricaders and sent the simmons to the guardian saying that he vould nes 
Obey it. I was after that I got word of the barricading and iesued 
Mr. Olivert- Ae I understand it there was sentence passed on six mon 
for putting up barricades, on two for stealing nets and on two for 
resisting the donstables, 


Mr. Helgesen:- Only two partios,Sir, the ones whe putin the barricades 
with 


and they also resisted the varrants ##h force, 

Mr. Oliver:- Who wae responsible for calling the 100 Militia’ 

Mr. Helgesen:- I, for one, did so and I now say that it is highly 
necessary for the Government to place a few equada , some at Hazelton, 
seme at Babine and some at Bulkley Valley, They are required for other 
purposes. I suppose the Department has heard of the petition being 
gent in to tho effect that they are selling whiskey ? 

Mr. Olivertp Are the Indians selling whiskey ? 

Mr. Helgesen:~ No, but they are gotting whiskey. 

Mr. Oliver:- Who was the Magistrate who convicted f 

Mr. Helgesen:~- Mr. Hicke-Beach, Stipendary Magistrate, Mr. J. P. 
Stevenson and myself, 

Mr. Oliver:- Do vou think it ic a justifiable sentence ? 

Mr. Helgesen:~ Yes. 

Mr. Oliver:- I dont. 

Mr' Helgesen:- A very lenient sentence was passed, heth as regards 

the Criminal Code and the Pishery Act. It was only the amount of a “fine 
for fishing in close seasen on the Skeena, nanely, $20.00 

Mr. Bredeur:- hat was the other charge? Assault on those invested with 
warrants ? 

Mr. Helgesen:~ For ebetrueting the offieers from fulfilling their 
duty and resisting arrest. 

ir. Bredeur:- Vere thee men away when the summonses came ? 

Yather Coeoola:- I suppose some were away. 

Mr . Ohfver:- On what ground did you summons these non for resisting 
arrest 7 
: Me. Helgesen:- Because they refused to come out and struck at the 
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Me. Oliver:- Ifa man trion to escape should he be punished for that % 
Mr. Villianet- There #4 is a clause in the Criminal Code regarding resioting 
arrest. 

+ Bredeur:~ When a man goes away he does not resiet. 
Mr, Yilliams:- These nen resisted. 
Mr. Bredeur:~ Explain. 
Mr. Helgesen:- They nearly all struck out and mde other notionn of 
defiance to the Quardiane who tried to lay hands on theme More or 
loss of them actually hit them. Quardian Nerrie got a blov in the back 
which disabled him for two weeks. Some Indians knooked at hin 
and would have out him if they had hit hime 
Mr. Oliver-:— ° * Men or women 7 
My. Helgesen:- #8 dont know. 
Mr. Brodeur:- Was there any written evidenoe taken before the Court 


there ? 


Mr. Helgesen:~ We read the au’ to the prisonera, explained fully 


the evidence against them and the olanses of the Criminal Code bearing 
on this. Ewery one @f them pleaded guilty t the chawge. 


The Conference then aoncluded to be resumed by the officers 


of the Marine De»artment and of the Indian Department in the afterneen 
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At &@ conferenes held at Ottawa on the 
68h of November, 1906, in the presence of MP, de De 
MeLean, Acting Deputy Supt. ceneral of Indian Affaire; 
Mt, R. N. Venning, Commissioner of Pisheries; vr. D. 6, 
Seott, Accountant of the Departrent of Indian Affaires; 
Reverend Father Coecola; Pishery Inspector Williems and 
Overseer Helgensen; and chiet Oeorce and sub-Chier 
William, of the Babine Bend, it wae egreed in the beat 
interests ef 211 concerned, and in a special endeavour 
to meet the wishes,ef the Indians, that the Departrent 
of Marine & Fisheries would be willing to relex their 
fishery regulations to such an extent as to admit of a 
sufficient amount of netting being vresecuted on the 
river te enable the Indians to obtain their requisite 
feod supply, t-e ecet of the nete supplied frem time te 
time as necessary to be berne by the Department of In~ 
dian Affairs; each head of e family, or each individual 
Indian supperting himeel? or others, will be furnished 
with »uffictent netting for his needs: the Department of 
Marine & Pis eries agreeing to provide inatrnetion in the 
best manner of using the nets in otder to ebtain «a 


preper food supply. 


8+ The Department of Indian affaires arreeing 
te send the Reserve Conmissioner early next spring te 
the Babine Indians with instructions te ascertain what 
dditional agricultural land they require, and te ree 
adjust their land telainge ac as to give them, if pos 
sible, suitable land for farming, 


3. The Department of Indian Affaire further 


aareoing 
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agreeing thet Reserve Comminsioner Vowell -111 he in- 
Stmueted te wake 2 enecial study on the enet of the 
needs af the Rebine Intiene end te sugee@st scoh mene 
ure te in hie opinion ©4111 aeniet tn previding for their 
Pture suoport. 


Alec tat the arficere of het» De vertoente 


%© avoid any future 4irriculty. 


Th coneliiteretion of trese terre, the Indian 
Mniefe agree te shanden the uss of harrionades, te sa 
etpt thene conditions, te anian ty the law, te Genie 
fosint the offiosre of neth Decertmente in the aleqnerse 


of thelr antios, and to hemlet the Seosrtmente in care 


TYING out evoh meamures se may be stented in the beet 


interaate of the Tndiens. 
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Ottawa, seeeipen Sth, 1906, 


The diffiqlties which have 
etween the officers of the Marine Depart— 
a the Babine Indians seem to make necessary 
“a statement of the view taken by the Indien De- 
~<¢@ partment of the rights of the Indians in the matter. 
a aint hat etr | ee It has always been a leading 
Oh eit. one 


ates ete feature of the policy of the British and Canadian 
Eta, cients i 


(g++ cecsme (4 Governments to resognise the Indians as having a 
Ba Se ces og first right to their ordinary means of livelihood 
4 gre eae in the part of the country in which they live, and 
or ee recognise an obligation on the part of the 
Government that if, in the progress of oivilize- 
tion they are deprived of that means of livelihood, 
provision shall be made for them at the cost of 


the Government. 


The Babine Indians have been 
The Hon. lL. P. Brodeur, located 
Minister of Marine end Fisheries, 


ottawa. 
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\, 
located in their present village from time . 
immen orial. The reason for their location at 
that point was the facilities existing there for 


By 


their securing in a short period of each yoar a 
supply of fish sufficimt for the whole year, 

This provision was made by the use of barricades 
and baskets in the river. By the use of these 
barricades and baskets the Indians were able, by 
the labour of from one to two months, to supply 
themselves with provisions sufficient for their 


food and for purposes of barter throughout the year. 


The evidence which hae been 
Placed before you and myself establishes beyond 
question that the product of the fishery is the 
absolute dependence of the Indians at this point; 
as it has been as far back as their traditions got 
that other opportunities of securing a livelihood, 
according to their way of living, are limited, and 
that to deprive the Babine Band of the right of 
fishing by the only method which enables them to 
secure an adequate fool supply in a short time 


senile 
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is to actually deprive them or their prindl pal 
‘Means of support. 

According to the policy of 
the Government in the past thie involves @ call 
upon the Government to make good to the Indimis 
the loss which they have suffered or will suffer 
by reason of their fishing by means of barricades 
being prevented, This will involve a very heavy 
charge upon the Government, which should not be 
required without good mad sufficient reason. 

: The evidence placed before us 
shows unquestionably that fishing by barricades 
has been regularly carried on at this point. If 
it is a fact, as contended by the officers of yor 
Department, on behalf of the scanners who operate 
at the mouth of the Skeena, that the barricade 
prevents the fish from passing and spawning in the 

' lakes and streams above, that condition has existed 
from time immemorial as at present, therefore 
existing cannery interests are not in any way 
infringed upon by the Continuance of a condition: 
which has always prevailed. 

If 


Seneca 
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If 1t 1s considered desirable, 
in the interests of the canneries, that the fish 
should pd allowed to pases freely into the upper 
waters of the Babine as never before, and that 
therefore the Indians should not be allowed to 
erect barricades, the Indims are Clearly entitled 
to compensation, either Girectly at the hands or 
the canners or on the part of the Government which 
assumes to subordinate the evident necessities of 
the Indiangs to the supposed interests of the 
canners, 

The barricades have not pre~ 
vented the passage of fish to their spawning 
grounds in the past, as demonstrated by the state— 
ment of Chier George that in former years, when 
the Indi@is were much more numerous and required 
& great many more fish than at present, they had 
three barricades where now they have only one, 

It 1s evident that if the fish did not pase the 
firet barricade the second and third could have 
been of no value. The fact that the were placed 
there and maintained by the India 8, whom your 
officers state are lazy to the last degree, makes 
it evident that the fish dia pass the first and 
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second barricades, otherwise the Indians would 
never have erected the third; and the fact that 
some fish were able to pass the first and second 
barricades is fair evidence that some portion also 
passed the third, If they passed three barricades 
in years gone by they can unquestionably pags one 
barricade now, 

Assuming, however, that the 
barricades are a serious impediment to the passage 
of fish to their proper spawning grounds and that 
the interests of the canners should dominate, the 
Indians still have a right to live, and ir deprived 
of their natural and ordinary means of living that 
must be replaced to them by the Government which 
has directly, by the exercise of the authority 
vested in the officers of your Department, deprived 
them of it, 

yY wt Experience in dealing with 
the Indias shows that it is not desirable to place 
them in a position of dependence upon the Govern~ 
ment for their food. This has resulted in their 
pauperization and deterioration. It would be 


vory 
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very much better for them, as well as for the 
Government, if they could be permitted to secure 
fish, by means which they understand, to the amount 
that they actually need, than that, by being de— 
prived of those means, they should become a charge 
upon the country. 

On the evidence of Mr, Helgeson, 
an officer of your Department acquainted with the 
facts, it is possible to erect the barricades and 
to permit the Indians to catch as mich fish as 
they require for their food, then to open the 
barricades and let the fish Pass in such numbers 
as to ensure the sufficient Ogeupation of the 
spawning grounds in the waters above. I submit 
that thie would be a fair way of adjusting the 
matter, ensuring to the Canning interests the 
opening of the spawning grounds as they have never 
been opened before, while the Indians would be sure 
of food, and by their not getting more than enough 
fish for food they would be under the necessity of 
taking other meana of securing their remaining 
requirements for the year, by hinting, ordinary 
fishing, freighting or farming, ae the case might be, 

an 
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If the policy pursued by your 
Department throughout the rest of British Colmabia 
would make this concession to the Babine Band so 
reactionary a precedent as to be impossible, then 
I would suggest that the Indians be permitted to 
fich with nets, to be supplied by your Department, 
of such length and width as the Indians may deem 
necessary, being subject to the requirement of the 
removal of the nets at the same time as the cannem 
at the mouth of the river, your Department to fur~ : 
nish an expert to instruct them in the use of such 
nets, they to have the right to the barter as well 
as the use of the fish caught. 

The reason of: my suggesting 
that in the use of barricades they only be permitted 
to take a fixed number of fish, while in the use 
of nets they be allowed to take all they can catch, 
is this,— by using the barricades they can catch 
their food supply within a very short time, leav-— 
ing the rest of the year for other employment; 
whereas if they depend on nets they will at beat, 
according to the evidenge which they submitted, 
be employed during the whole summer in securing 


enough 
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enough fish to supply them for the winter and 
thereby be debarred from following other employ- 
ment. So that if by being compelled to fish 
all summer they are debarred from following 
other employments whereby they can procure other 
necessities besides food, they should be per- 
mitted to usethe fish, the catching of which has 
occupied their whole summer, for that purpose. 


Yours faithfully, 


Minister of the Interior. 
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I have before me your letter of the sth. 
instant ,respeoting the differences Obtaining between 
the Sabine Indians and my Department arising out of 
the policy looking to the total abolition of the 
early methods of barricading the rivers for the 
purpose of securing their supply of #almon. 

Before referring eategorioally to the var~ 
ious pointe raised in your o@mmnication,I may say 
that your letter is suggestive that 1¢ appears to 
proceed on the aseumption that the attitude of this 
Department towards the improvident method of fish 
ing adopted by the Indiane,is born entirely of the 
interests of the canners,to© whose advantage as sudoh, 
the requirements of the Indians must necessarily be 
subordinated, 

I should like to disabuse your mind of 
hie view of the matter at the outeet,ae I am free 
to way that it does not correctly represent my in~ 

tereat 
Honourable Prank Oliver, 
Superintendent-General of Indian Affaire, 


Ottawa. 
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ed,and assuredly not the least to that of the In- 
diane themeelves,and inoidentally,to tne Department 
over which you preside, 

I find myself oharged with the administra~ 
tion of the laws governing one of Canada's greatest 
national asset®,- the fisheries,- and in this par= 
ticular instance,if not the greatest,one of the 
greatest industries possessed by the Province of 
British Columbia,from which handsome revenues are 
derived on all sides. It is therefore my endeavour 
by the best possible means and the least possible 
friction,to take such provident measures as are 
within my power to perpetuate,if possible,that val- 
wable and remunerative industry for the general 
benefit and good government of the country,and in- 
oidentally that of the oanner or other commercial 
fisherman,dealer or participant,ae well as the In- 
dian himeelf,who,einee the advent of comme ve ial 
fisheries in hitherto unexploitea waters,has been 
afforded great opportwmitées for remunerative employ~ 
ment,of which he has availed himelf in a very large 

measure 


Si i ele ltt 
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measure,with @ convenpenaing benefit to your Depart 
ment to the extent to which ne has tine become selfs 
sustaining and the opportunities offered him to ae- 
velop in that direetion with the advance of the tines. 

The experience of every country in the 
ease Of anadromous fishes hae been that it is fatal 
to their existence if prevented from reaching their 
spawning grounds,and obviously this position must 
be selfevident. Hence we find the laws designed with 
& view to permitting as many as possible of such 
fish to reach the upper waters or spawning grounds 
in order to keep up the stock, 

To this end my Department hae spent some 
thousands of dollars,and I purpose spending more, 
in blasting out and otherwise surmounting rook~slides 
and other obstrustion in these rivers,to counteract 
a clase of barrier practically identieal with that 
of the barricades,and it may be added that with the 
greater exploitation of the fisheries along the coast, 
fewer fish are likely to enter the rivers. than in 

earlier times,henoe the urgenay of permitting as 
many @8 possible to reach their spawning grounds fa 
reprodustive functions, 

Apert from the palpable necessity for the 
supression of barricades in the general interest, 
beyond the Indiansthemselves,the demand for the ste 

is 
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a 
1s wnenimous,and the Asting Ghaiman of the Daninion 
Goverment Commission at present inquiring ‘nto the 
whole question of the fisheries of British Columbia, 
reoently urged adherence to the policy. 

Your letter saye it has always been a lead- 
ing feature of the policy of British and Ganadi an 
Governments,to recognise a first right of Indians 
and an obligation of provision against the loss of 
means of livelihood,to the progress of civilisation. 

The Babine Indians have oooupied their 
Location from time iumemoriak)¥johosen for ite fa~ 
oilities in supplying fish for provisions and barter 
throughout the year. 

To the prineiple here involved,I feel sure 
you will agree with me that my Department has not 
been antagonistic. On the contrary,it has recognised 
this position,itse policy has contained ooncessions 
to the Indians,and ite lawe and regulations have 
contemplated an effective exemption in thedr favour. 
In the oase in point,in 1904,the Babines were pro~ 
vided with nets secured from the canners,and shown 
how to use them,though even netting ise againet the 
law in these upper waters ,and white men would,under 
no ocivoimstanges be permitted to fish with nets in 
the non-tidal waters of salmon rivers. 

I am now prepared to go even further in 

the 
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the hope of reaching an adjustnent; but I shall deat 
with this particular point later on, 

You state the evidences which has been 
placed before us,eetablishes beyond question that 
the product of the fisheries is the absolute depen+ 
denoe of the Indians at thie point; that their other 
opportunities are limited,and to deprive them of 
the use of barricades is to take from them their 
princip&h means of support. 

I am advised that while the product of 
the fisheries and hunting,may have been their sole 
or main support in the past,the existing conditions 
are different; that they oan procure employment at 


Two Dollars and fifty eente yer day and board, and 


that they have about seventy horses,which they employ 
in packing nearly the whole sumer, realizing Seven 
Dollare and fifty cents per trip of six or eight 

days for each horse, 

Besides the arrangement now under contem 
platian would provide them with the mans of cateh- 
ing their supply of salmon and other fish,and yield 
to them some cultivable land for the growth of orops,. 

This appears also to show that they showld 
not necessarily become a heavy charge won the Gor 
erment,which you correstly observe should not be 
required without good and sufficient reason. 

Your 
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om time immemor 
the existing cannery interests are 

not affected by a sondition whieh has always pre- 
valled, Also,if in the interests of the canneries, 
the fish were perntitea to pase as they never had 
before,the Indiane are Slearly entitled to canpensa- 
tion for their barr loates either direetly from te 
canneries or on the part of the dovermet. 

The remarke in the opening portion of this 
letter are wholly applicable to this POsition,and 
I do not think,wnder all the oirounstances, there is 
anything to justity the perpetuation, under changed 
conditions,of an obviously destructive and improvi- 
dent method of doing that whion may now be achieved 
more economically, Nor ao I gee how a Government, 
charged with th protestion of a great industry far 
the general benefit,cu 14 expeot any brangh of those 
interested therein, to Campensate any other branch 
for supposed disabilities involved in the applica~ 
tion of the lew provided in that regard, 

I take it the oaapensation you have in 
mind is embraced in the sgPeement to be reached by 
Us, contemplating the substitutian of netting for 

barricading 


. 


4 
b | 
] 


arunds in the Past, because tn top ‘OF years, when 
more nunerous, the Indiane naa three barricades, ine 
stead of one.as ROW; and if the fish 414 not pase 
the firet barricade ,the s@oond and thira 
been of noy value, The fact that they vere placed 
and maintained there makes it eVident.you say, that 
the fieh ate Daas the first and seeona barricades; 
Otherwise the third would not have been erected, and 
the fact that SOme passed the firet and 800 ond, Was 
fair evidence that GOne also panned the third, and 
if they passed three in years gome by, they coulda 
UNq West 1 onab iy Pase one now, 

This oontent ion On the face of it looks 
reas Cnable, and if the facts and GOnd ltiong were pre~ 


It has not been suggested that nO @almon 

reach the Spawning around; obherrise extermination 

must have been inevitable, Bone of the firet run 
or 
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of fich undoubtedly passed up every year prior to 
the veconstrustion of the barricades. Tou will se 
member that Mr. Helgesen stated that ariftwood,ete., 
tore passages through the barricades after their 
purpose had been served and before their reconstrue+ 
tion had been effected; but it was and ie strenuous 
ly contented that the fish cannot pase the barrica« 
des as campleted,their fundamental object being to 
bar the way of the fish, 

That the second and third barricades of 
earlier years were successful in providing fish for 
those above is due,I understand,eolely to the fact 
that by arrangement among the Indians,the lower bar~ 
Piers were opened at intervals for the sole purpose 
of letting through a quantity of fish to provide for 
the needs of the people above,without which preeauw 
tion the upper barriers would indeed have been use~ 
less, But thie affords no argunent, indeed rather to 
the contrary,that any fish could have passed the 


upper barrier,unless it had been opened for that 
express purpose or wae carried away or demolished 


ag previously explained, 

Moreover ,the Skeena River is not dependent 
entizely upon these particular tribubaries for ite 
supply of fish, There are other tributaries, vere, 
a8 previously stated,the Department hae spent and 

conte lates 
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contenplates spending lange aume $0 overcome obstruc~ 
tions and partial obstructions from rook and lana 
slides,which interfere with the free passage of 
fish,and some of the contemplated work te on the 
Babine waters above, With thie work in view, it 

would be an obvious anomoly to conterpate barricades 
below, 

Your lette® continues that assuming, how 
ever, the barricades are a seriow impediment to the 
passage of fish,and that the interests of the oan- 
neries should dowinate,the Indiane #t121 have a 
Tight to live,and if deprived of theiy natural and 
ordinary means of living,it must be replaced to 
them by the Goverment,whion hae direstily,by the 
exercise of the authority vested in the Offieere of 
my Department,deprived them of it, 

Thie point I think ie abundantly covered 
by what I have previously @aid, It ie not at all a 
question of the danination of the oanmneries or of 
any partiowlar branch of the ealmon industry; but 
of the perpetuation of a national asset ,which,so 
far ae I oan wideretand the matter, ahould not be in 
perilled by the needs of any smaller seation of the 
pe@le,Indians or othera,nerely to atthems to a prim 
itive and destrustive method,whien hae nothing to 

recounernt 
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It 16 eutmittea that the Fight of the Ine 
diane to live nae been freely recognised by this 
Department, ite peliey and ite laws and regulations, 
and that the Indians have been deprived of nothing 
by it which it is not to their own Benerit to tore+ 
€0; while it is straining a point to better, with 
Your assistame, their position, 

I agree with you that it 1a not desirabie 
t© place the Tndiane in a Desition of dependence 
upon the Government top their food ana 1 am bound 
to say that in tne light of such information ae fr 

Can gather, the sibstitution of mOre @oonomiocal 
methods of fishing top barr teades, should tend to re~ 
tard such an undesirable event, 

Their other sources of reveme and sueten« 
ange have been referred to above,ani the tine le 
fast approaching, if indeed it has not arrived,when 
the Indian mst exert greater 6fforts towards his 
Own support. He alrea ¥ has certain advantages; he 
dose not pay taxes nor sontribute to Schools ,and 
he has free roais,eto, 

There ie one point whioh I desire to tn» 

bresa 
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Siontly appreciated in the soneideration of thie 
matter, The Sabine waters form one of the prinoipal 
spawning growmds of the Skeena River ,and the Im 
diene along this River and fron long distances along 
the surrounding coasts and Tslande congregate yearly 
at Port Besington, seeking and reeeiving employment 
in the Ganneries and camereotal fisheries. They re+ 
Seive,I am inforned,eight and a hair cents per fish 
taken,ani it te otetes that 1t is a poor fisherman 
who oarmot turn in from tro to four thousand salman 
in two and a half monthe, 

Por these Indiane,it is Glaimed, that they 
have an equal right te proteetion with the Babinea, 
and the perpetuation of this luoPative exployment 
to them should not be jeopardized for the oonveni~ 
ence of the Babines, 

Your letter proeeeds that on the evidence 
Of Mr, Helgesen,it was possibile to use the barrica+ 
des,and by afterwards Opening themjto permit the 
fish to reach their spawning grounds,and you regard 
this ag a fairy way of adjusting the matter, 

Tt would be idle to deny that if a systen 
of barricading wmder constant supervision were pos« 
sible and were conducted Sccording to the various 
requirements of the mltitudinous salmon atreae, 

that 
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that the darriars sould be opened 80 ae to pel wr 
the passage of fish: but apart from the practic ‘tm 
POBIbILIty of maintaining effective ewervictan in 
these remote regions,and the danger of permitting 

an abeclute barrier to be establisned even temporar- 
lly, thie would at ones admit or the principle of 
barricading,whieh the necesaities of the ease have 
#0 combined to digcourage,and the Indians on every 
other @almon stream in the country could olaim the 
sane privilege and effeetive supervision would be 
unworkable, 

Moreover,I believe enough hae been ea‘ d 
alpeady to make it clear that the exigencies of 
the gare oall for the abolition of barricades, 

Your letter concludes that ir the polioy 
of my Department throughout the rest of British col-+ 
wabia would make such a concession to the Babine 
Band @0 reagtionary a precedent a@ to be impossible, 
then you suggest that the Indians be permitted to 

fish with nete,to be Mpplied by my Department got 
auoh length and width as the Indians may deem neces~ 
eary, being subjest to the Fequirenente of the remove 
al of the nets at the @ame time as the canners at 
the mouth of the River,my Departuent to furnieh an 
expert to instruct them in the use of euch nete, they 
to have the right tO the barter as well as to the 
use 
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by ow joint avineetty certain of te Of 
fieere of uy Departnent and of your own,held & cone 
fewence with Father cocesie and the Indiang Chief 
George and Sub-Chief William,on the 6th, inetant, 
with the objeot of arpiving at a basis of adjustnent 
of this matter, 

The terus of agreement reached were os 


in the beat intercate 
inl endeavour to nest 


family 
or each tmatesaean’ Ind’ an : dencation himelf oF others, 
will be furnished with sufficient netting for his 
needa; the Departwent of Marine and Pisheries 
ing to provide instruction in the bert manner 
ue the nete in order to obtain a proper food 
aup pay; 


2. The Department of Indian Affaire agreeing 
to send the Reserve Comilesioner early next spring 
to the Babine Indians,with instructions to ascertam 
what additional agricultural lands they require and 
to adjust their land holditnge eo ae to sive them 
suitable land for faraing; 


3. The Department of Indian Affoire further 
agreeing that Reserve Camiesioner Yowell will be 
inet ae S° anes conates ote Oe Dee See 
the meede of the Babine igs © suggest such 
méeseures ag,in hie —e pone in providing 
for their future support 


4+ Alee,that the officers 2 
will cooperate to carry out thie t,in pa 
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cutis? ied t0 een and complete the sam,if they vere 
deeured before leaving Ottawa, that a certain piece 
of land whieh they specified, vould be given them. 

this inflexible attitude, together with 
the exmressed detemeination of the alternative of 
defending their barricades to the death made the 
negotiations aifficult,since there was ooneiderable 
Aoubht ae to whether the land in question eould be 
obtained from the Provincial Goverment, 

I am,however,inforned by Pather Coocola, 
that the land in question te available,hence the 
sine qua non is eapable of being met ,and every rea~ 
gon against the signing and completion of the agree 
ment detailed above,seems to have disappeared, as 
the Reverend Father intimated to me that he and the 
Indiang had concurred in these terme of adjustment, 
supported by the assurance of the land, 

Under ali the eipornstances,I am oon 
to the belief that a settlement of the question 

should 
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should not be further retaraed,ana I showld be plese 
o4 to lean from you that you are prepared to ad 
here to the terme of the agreement above stated as 
gonditioned by the Indians with regard to the land 
involved,which appears to afford the best possible 
sclution of thie troublesome matter wider all the 
eonditions obtaining,with the aequiessence of the 
Indiane themselves. 


Youre faithfully, 
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B abeice Gthiinns. and Banricoded, 
cassie ita oa eA tah 
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s f$th Dec., 1906. 


4 


My dear Colleague; é gup? 

Lo “I have your letter of the 
23rd ultimo in reply to mine of the sth ultimo, re~ 
specting the differences obtaining between the Babine 
Indians ander Department in consequence of the abo- 
lition of barricades, and I have to point out that, 
hnotwithatending the claims of your Department that the 


fishery regulations are in the best interests of all 


concerned, it is nevertheless a fact that the removal 

of the Barricades has prevented the Indians from obtain- 
ing their usual food supply. I had hoped that after the 
conference held in your office on the 6th ultimo, when 

it was finally agreed to allow the officere of the two 
Departments to meet the Rev. Father doocola andthe Indi- 
ene to arrange terms of agreement, some modification re- 
garding the use of the barricades might have been embodied 
in the agreement; but, as the officers of your Department 
refused to entertain any question as to the continuance 
of the barricades, the terms of the agreement embodied in 
your letter were reached. In justice, however to the 
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Indiane I cannot consent to the terms of that agreement. 
ncnnictentemninaasaenaanns OL LL LAMAN AAPAL BAAN ALLAN Ta 


When they were read over to the Indians it is true that 
they made it a condition that the barricades would con- 
tinue unless land were given them, but there was no pro- 

) mise made to them that extra land could be obtained or 
would be set aside for them. 

Paragraph 2 of the agreement states as 
follows,— 

* The Department of Indian Affairs agreeing 
to send the Reserve Commissioner early ext spring to the 

| Babine Indians with instructions to ascertain what ad- 
ditional agricultural lands they require and to adjust 
their land holdings so ae to give them suitable land for 
farming." 

When this paragraph was framed it was 
thought that by sending the Reserve Commissioner to 
Babine it might be arranged that some additional agri- 
cultural land might be obtained for the Indians by their 
giving up some of the lands they now hold. But no pro- 
mise was made to the Indians that extra land would be 
obtained for them; and before they would in any way 
gonsent to the terms of the agreement arrived at by the 

officers 
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ys 
officers of the two Departments, they made it a sine 
qua non that such land would be given them before they 
would assent to the terms of the agreement. Thus you 
will gee the whole onus was thrown on this Department of 
compensating the Indians for the depriving them of their 
food supply by your Department. 

Whilst thie Department is. willing to en- 
deayour to make some satisfactory arrangement as regards 
their land difficulty, I nevertheless feel that it is 
inoumbent upon your Department to allow to fish not 
only for their own use but for sale, as indicated in my 


\ letter to you of the ath ultimo. 


er a eae 


yours faithfully, 


laf lat, 


Superintendent Generals 
of Indian Affairs. 


Hon. be Be Brodeur, 
Minister of Marine & Fisheries, 


Ottawa. 
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DEPARTMENT OF MARINE AND FISHERIES, ; 7 


DEPUTY MINISTER'S OFFICE, 


OTTAWA , CARADA, Slat Deo., 1906 


Memo for Mr. Venning: 


Mr. Drinkwater left copy 
of a Batter received last August; in regard tofishing 
by the Indians; he will probably send a report later 
on which they have reeéived from one of their officers, 
showing to what extent fishing is being destroyed. This 
matter will probably be discussed later on and a report 
had better be prepared to put before the Minister, giving 


a complete statement of the case. 


Department of Marine and Fisheries/ RG 23, vol. 164 
Ministére de la Marine et des Pécheries File/Dossier 583, 
Part/partie 1 


CANADA 


tic HARE a i Nip ARB Us eh to gs eee re 
z 


, ’ Nod 
ine a pane 
CANADA 


O ffir 4 Mr. Iaypertor yf 4 WIM. 


> aNancouver B.C. January 5th 19 


Adverting to the conference in connection with 

the trouble between the Department and the Babine 
Indians, may call your attention to the fact, that 
if the Department intend purchasing nets,or gear 
of any kind for these people,it will he necessary 


for me to receive the detailed instructions not 


later than the middle of February,as there may 


-tonannaemairverieremaer ene ee Rt Reaintnaremnnmetnena-m epmeennssnnsneranneementsne a 


aman s + : * . 
be some trouble in obtaining what we require for 
icdeatelitihatedtil a A ER 


them,and IT shall be leaving for th | 


ably in March, 


age MRR AE Ry 
eenennenenerta inode tania 


I am Sir 


Your obedient servant 


i” 


Inspector of Fisheries, 


R. N. Venning Esq 
Assistant Commissioner of Fisheries. 
OTTAWA. 
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>) Tenuery 14th, 1907, 


Dear Mr. Oliver :< 


Reverting to your letter of the 13th. ale 
tino in reply to mine of the 8th, November last on 
the subject of the difficulties which have arisen 
regarding the practice of the Babine inAians,in 
Violation of the Pishery Lave, in barricating the 
Babine River for the purpose of obtaining thelr winter 
supply of fish foot, I beg to state as follors Hed 

You say in effect that notvithetanding 
the differences which developed in the discuseion as 
to the best interests of ali concerned, the fact 
reméelned that the prohibition of barricades has pre= 
vented the indians from obtaining their usual ewuply 
of food,and that you het hoped for same molification 
which would have permitte1 a restricted use of the 

barricaies 
Honourable Frank Oliver, 
Minister of Interior, 


QOftava, Ontario, 
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barricades, which however could not be regened, and 


in justice to the Indians you resort yoursi mi 
being unable to consent to the terms of the agree 


ment reached at the conference of Officerm of the 
two Departments, in conjunction with Pather Goocola 
and the Indians. 

While discleliwing any actual vromise to pro- 
oure for the Indiang extra land, you point out that 
the agreement went no farther than to adjust their 
lant holdings and what wee actually contemplatet 
wae the acquisition of some additional land as an 
equivalent for thelr ,elinguishment of lanie at pres 
ent held by them, ant as the Indiane mie it a etme 
qua non that such lanis se vere specifiel at the oon 
ference phould be secured to them ae 4 oondition 
to their signatures to the agreement, the whole onus 
was thrown on atid Deyartwent of compensating then 
for the deprivation of theiz food eupply by the ac~ 
tion of this Department in requiring observance of 
the Fishery Lave to the extent of demaniing the 
abandoning of the practioe of berricading the stream. 

I 
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1 40 not think that thie view oan Be re~ 
garied as affording a strictly gorrect presentment 
of the case. ware any good purpene to be served at 
thie stage 1 might very properly point out that any 
attempt oy thie Department at eompensation to the 
Indians woult be trenching won the witoubted prem 
rogative of your own Department, and unter all the 
eirounetances it 1008 not appear gyyuen® that this 
Department should appear in thie attitute towards 
the Intians, 1% peing its yunioubtet duty to apply 
the Pishery Laws, which have been provided to tae 
vedt eftwantace of ais avacerned. 

nevertheless it ie a fact that I nave unter 
taken to 5° @ rong way in this 4trectin, in mocigy- 
ing’ the lave 46 applicable to the Babine indians, ia 
permitting them to use nete in the upper watera of 
the river, 98 less opjestionsw.ie though stil. am il- 
legal practice. 

It seems to me, herever, that the matter 
hinges on the last peragraph of your letter of the 

13th. 
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1Sth, ultimo, in whieh you explain that while your 
Department ie willing to make some satiofactory s9rran- 


gement regariing the late difficulty you neverthe- 


less feel that it 19 incumbent upon my Departaent 
to allow the indians to fish, not only for their own 
use but for sale, as initicated by you in your pre- 
vious letter, 
I think 1% has abundantly developed through 

out this dierassion that is ie at least unwise to 

he Intians to engage in a practical comercial 
fishery by meane of nete if the upper waters, the 
use of whieh 16 denied ail othere, and which is sane 
tioned in thelr case fundamentally ae a means of 
eeouring their food supply, ani 1 should be very 
loath to Qonmit the Pepartment to a policy which 
would go the length involved in your letter, 

I aa prepared, however tu go thie far i- 
Sines it aypeare to be a fact that the Indians have 
hitherto to gone extent trafficed in the food fiek 


they have taken, I would not be dispoeed at the nome 


ont 
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moment to interfere with the extent to whieh this 


traffic has prevailed ; but this concession, so far 
ae it my bind iar the policy of the Deyartwent, 


muat be distinctly unteretoc’ as conditional upon 
whatever action it ie deemed advioable for the dovern- 
ment to take upon the recommendations whieh will 
shortly be submitted by the British Coluxbis Vishery 
Cotimiogion, whieh in at present eonvitering the whole 
question of Fishery Regulations applicable to the 

904 coast and inland waters, ani | may say that the 
question at present unter discussion forms one of the 
epecific points for the consideration of that Cowale- 
gion, Any tentative agreement which may be reach 
od must be capable of atjustment the final 
policy ia decided upon, 

I hope te have your early acquicsanes ia 
this view of the matter, since the Department is in~ 
forme’ by the Indpector of Pisheries for the district 
that any action whieh may be taken for the provision 

of 
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of nete or gear for the indians should be 4eol4ed 
upon not later than the middle of Pebruary, 


Yours faithfully, 


L. P. Brodeur 
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January 14th, 1907, 


thr reply to your letter of the 5th, instant, 

Gelling attention to the fact that 1t will be neoes- 
sary to reach an early decision with regard to the 
provision of nets &o, for the Indians in carrying 
@ut any arrangements whieh may be reached ae to 
their future operations in procuring their food 
supply of salmon otherrise than by the use of bar- 
ricaties, I may say that the matter is engaging the 
attention of the Ministers of this Department and 
that of Indian Affaire, and whatever ieoision is 
reache4 will be communicated to you at the earlivst 


possible moment, 


I an, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


R. N. Venning. 


Aneistant Gormiseioner of Fisheries, 


J. T. Williame,Req, 
Inepeotor of Pisheries, 


Vanoower, 8. ¢. 
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THEBGANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY CO. l ; 


be ornce oF THe 
SECRETARY AND AGBigTAWT TO THE PAROIDENT. MONTREAL, 


COL. F. GOURDRAU 
Deputy Minister of Marine and Fisheries \ ‘ ae 


\ 


Ottawa boul 
Dear Sir, Protection of Fish & Game on Vancouver 
Island. 
Referring to our conversation a few days ago. 
As promised,I now send you extracts from a report of one of your 
officials on the illegal fishing in the waters of Vancouver Tipe 
land. Our intention is to establish certain reserves on the 
tiiead with the view of protecting the game,but our efforte wil) 
be of little use unless the law: respecting illegal fishing is 
enforced. 

The enforcement of the game laws in so far as shoot~ 
ing is concerned rests ,I understand,altogether with the Provin= 
cial Government,whilst the protection of the fisheries is vest- 
ed in the Dominion. 

I shall be obliged if you will bring this subject 
before the Minister,and I shall be ready at any time to discuss 
it with him should he so desire. 

Yours truly 


“ 


Assistant to the President 
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BXATRACTS FROM Mr.HRALD'S REPORT 


LARRS: 
“fhe demand for angling waters on Vancouver Island is far 


an exceaa of the supply. To improve the trout fishing in the lakes 
within easy reach of Victoria,first of all the tributary streams 
shovld be cleaned out,and obstructions removed. Shawnigan and Quam- 
fehan Lakes should be restocked with Cowichan Lale Trout. It would 
be e umeless expenditure of money to introduce into the above lakes 
the migratory trout found in the Island and Mainland rivers,as these 
fish would return to the sea. after depositing their eges,and the 
yeung,when hatched out,would follow them before they reached a size 
wor of the angler's attention. 
vi "The Dominion Fishery Regulations governing the capture of 
pia should be changed to suit the habits of the fish they are ine 
tended to protect. A close season. forall trout should-be-establish= _ 
oa from the lst day of November to march Sist,both days inclusive. 
The law prohibiting the use of nets weirs ,spears,etc.,in non-tidal 
Waters should be strictly enforced,as it is utterly hopeless to ex~ 
pect the fishing to improve while it is permitted to set all the laws 
at defiance, as at present. Sooke Lake. abounds & in trout. All that 
de necessary is to moreve the trail from the summit to the lake,so 
that bicycles could be used on it. The obstructions in the streams, 
both natural and artificial entering Somenos Lake,should be removed. 
This Would open out a l@rge spawning ground. This also applies to 
the other lakes in the District. 


"These lakes are mentioned as being the nearest to Victoria 


by thé %.& N.Ratlway,but the same recommendations will apply to all 


ther lalee on the Teland. 
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"Sooke Lake being deficient,so I am 4nfgrmed,in spite id food sh 
should have fresh water shell-fish introduced, Those found in Prow« 
pect Lale,nine miles from Victoria,are,I am toid,of wery high quality 
and immensely improve both the flesh and size of the figh living én 
them,and are the cause of Prospect Lake trout havdng ao high a repue- 
tation both for size,gameness and food qualities. 


RIVERS : 

Goldstream: Eleven miles from Victoria on the Ry& NgRatiway, 
This stream should. be cleaned out from the railway bridge to the.sea. 
Al trees and bushes that obetruct anglers should be cut down, This 
is,I am told,an excellent "Steelhead" Salmon stream during the winter 
months ,from November to March,when these fish are in seagon,and were 
the poole more easy of access,would prove a great attraction at a 
time of the year when but little sport is obtainable. 

The Kohsilah River: is,I am informed on very good authority,an 
excellent autumn river,both for salmon and trout. All that is mecess 
ary to improvethis water is to see the lw enforced,and that Diegel — 
fishing by nets,etc. ig put a stop to. Most of this river is Un the 
hands of private individuals ,but I am not aware that anglers are pre- 
vented from enjoying their sport in any part of it. 

The Cowichan River. This river is undoubtedly the most valuable 
from an angling point of view,within the E.& N.Railwey Company’s land 
grant, between Victoria and yanaimo. It used to abound,so I am in- 
formed on the best authority,with salmon and trout,and magnificent 
sport could be obtained from September right on to the end of June, 
with salmon,and,during the late spring,summer and autwm,with trout, 
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Witvan Within the Isat two years eighteen spring salmon were killed 
With o fly in twe @ays,in one small pool,of from 14 to 26 lbs.in 
weighing, ‘ 

There are,] am told,three distinct varieties of salmon which 


aeoend the Gowiehan River ,at different seasons. Karly in the year, 
the “@pring® Gatmon come up the river,and continue to do so until the 
water becemes low in June or July,depending upon the amount of snow 
on the watershed of Cowichan Lake. When the rains begin in September 
anether run of these fish ascend. Then from the middle of September 
ta the end of November,the "Cohoe" salmon continue to ascend, About 
the- middie cof November the "Steelhead" salmon begins to run,and con» 
tanuem yottl the following April,when the sea-trout makes its appear- 
ance, 

“Before the illegal obstructions were placed in the river,in the 
oummer months,a large run of grilse came up,of the "spring" salmon 
variety. These fish,I am told,running from 5 to 12 lbs.in weight,and 
gividg mangificent sport during the months of June,July and August. 
Time, there was a river which contained four different varieties of 
thé finest sporting fish in the world,all coming into season at dif~ 
ferent times,giving the unique circumstance of a river containing 
aqme varlety of sporting fish all the year round: Such a condition 
of things not being obtainiable out of vancouver Island,to the best 
OF my knowledge,in any other part of the world. 

*Z am informed that a very considerable portion of this river 
¥@ still owned by tle Company,and I would strongly recommend that 
th most valuable portion of it should,with the land surrounding it ’ 
be set apart as a preserve ,and improved by the placing of rocks,both 
ae “4468 for the fish and to prevent netting. The best part of this 


t 
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"river for angling is,so I am informed fram up té Cow idhen 
take,and this part of the river,in consequence suffers most from fl- 
legal practises. Wirthin a distance of eight miles no lesa than four 
ille gal obstructions are placed right across the river, fro shoré te | 
shore ymost of them being fitted with a large trap in the centre. 

Thus every ascending fish is taken. In one of these traps « the 
highest in the district,I am informed on the vest au- 

thor ity, that an average of five cart loads of salmon and rout were. 
taken in each week,during the months of Apr il ,May, June and #uhy which — 
are reported to have bem sold for over eight hundred doltems, These 
obstructions on the river are made so close and fitted in suth a way 
as to entirely prevent tlie ascent or descent of all fish above an 
ounce or 80 in weight. I have personally seen and measured one of 
these weirs. : 


"The above are strictly forbidden by law, but year efter yer. 


river in numbers of places early in the spring,and then the parts of 
the river are swept down by nets. 

"T am informed that not the least attempt is ever mae by 
the authorities to put a stop to this utter destruction ‘of the wiver, 
and,further,I understand that netting ceases during the visite of the 
Fishery Overseer. But,as this Officer holds some other appointment, 
I believe in Victoria,he is obliged to spend-half his time theresand 
the moment he leaves the river illegal netting goes on in ful’ swing, 
I should,therefore,strongly recommend that pressure te brought to 
bear upon the Dominion Government to instruct this officer to remain 
at his post on the upper waters of the Cowichan River during all the 
time the fish are running and spawning. 


iat 
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"I would also recamend that this Overseer be ins trieted te 
co-operate with the B.& MN.Railway Cos in protmeting and taproving 
the river,of which he has a thorough knowLedge,alee of ite reqiite~ 
ments,and he could also give valuable assi stange An restoring it té 
ite former value. 

"Alsqas many of the best salmon pools on this «Aver pan only 
be fished from the sotth side,which is quite dnacceseétie ,. would 
therefore strongly recommend that a few light wise foot ghepension br 
bridges be thrown across the river a few miles apaM,end « erat, made 
down the river side to connect each with the other» These hegdgse 
would throw open many miles of angling water now imposs#hle to ebb st 
as well as being of the greatest service in patrolling the rgaer, As 
most of the fixed nets are placed on the south side of the rjwer it 
is now .quite impossible to remove them,the poachers using a cane for 
the purpose of placing the nets and removing the fish» 


a 
“There is consider® le portion of this river that is nes, In 


its present state,suiteble for angling. yearly all of this wop8d at 
a very trifling expenditure,be made valuable angling water ait Bh 
this Mr.Fishery Overseer Galbraith could give valuable ase Tetenpp 
with his expert knowledge. While mentioning this officer J «eit 
strongly recommend the Company to request the Dominion Govermmes® 30 
Place the waters of the Cowichan District,and those south as Zar a8 
Victoria,in his charge,withiinstructions strictly to enforve the Tar 
and to co-operate in every way with the Company's officers, 

"The Chemainus River: I would not recommend any outlay WPSn “Wht: 
river as the available angling water is,in my opinion, ata We ttre 
been informed,too small to justify any expenditure, wit a Yi 


river,as in all the others,11¥ gal practices endl AW PAN ihe * 
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"North of yanaimo the Big and levies Qydiieun Rivers yieid napn ah tee 
cent sport,so I am informed, partécmierty dp php Spring and rats, 
trout in either of these rivers being talen mp 4D and gover é the. wi 
weight but the same illegal practices gran gh) see. 

"Further north, the Comox or Coupppey Bingr jp the next river of 
importance. While upon this subject lamas met amht eo rams bor tite. 
Campbell River,which is a great attrathden tc tepriagenumhare qf 
whom come over every summer from Fyurepe #0 fi#h dn the-eetumey for 
the large spring salmon which abound in theese Peters duping Joly, Am. 
gust and September. I would strongly recommend phe Company ihe prone 


of the mouth,at all ei of the aus sale aieeamiiiainitals swe. 
itself. This is not an angling river, the raver @igedar*etuaan high 
wiatadions banks. 

"During this last week,on October 24th, the <ppumansef the ‘Sod 
Creek Cement Works and a gang of men,s0 I am datemned ‘ened “awe 
thority,were engaged in ruining Goldstream for mug@ing purposes by 
having nets stretched tight across the Saanich «tein, fiom Shere te 
shore, thereby destroying the fish | ehekeeae. En vonpequanee , the 
Indians are very indignant,and rightly so,us “Gi, wery saghjyaae 
why the white men should not be punished,as ome of them pews Juat 
been,at Duncans,for doing the same thing in Ciwiehen @ty. <@urther T 
believe that now,since some of the chiefs retunet ted Hpetand, thay ; 
are most insolent going so far as to tear wp éire Suuamene on being { 
perved,and saying that the King had said - at Wir Wbervigy » thad 4 
they,the Indians,could do as they pleased. 
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they, the trateler,. 


° 


"I would strongly recommend thet the pooner 


are undeceived, the better." 


F 


(Sea) Mr .HRREPRT (ALD 
Chief Come tpaden F .% 3 Tyo 
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August 2ist. 1905. 


F. Gourdeau, Esq., 
Deputy Minister of Marine & Pisheries, 
OTTAWA. 


Dear Sirt- Gawichan Rive 
ee e 9 


*° »o@® 


You informed me some days ago that the question of the 
protection of the fisheries and of game generally on Wancouver Island 


was under consideration by the Departments I am advised that no instrue— 
tions have yet been given to prevent the Indians from netting an the 
Gowichan River. fhe following is an extract from a report on the subject 
which I take the liberty of submitting for the serious consideration of 
the Minister in order that steps may be taken to prevent the illegal 
fishing and. shooting now indulged in:- "Qwing to the non-protection 

“of tne game and fish the sport will rapidly be depleted unless some 
“vigorous steps are taken to guard the game+ against shooting fowl and 
"animals out of season, and the resort to weirs, nets and dynamite for the ' 
Sapture of the fish. The Indians , and others, are simply exterminating 
the fish and game and in the interests of the Island I wish you would 
“take the matter up with the Minister of Marine & Pisheries at Ottawa 


"so that striet instruetions may be issued and enforced for the intellig 
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and reasonable protection of sport on Vancouver Island. Everything 
possible should be done to wisely guard and propagate the game , and 
I am sure that the Minister will be glad to exersise his authority 
to stop the wanton destruction that is gp evidently going Ome 
I shall be mich obliged if you will bring this matter 
before the Minister and advise me of any action that may be taken 
thereine 
Yours truly, 
(Sgd)  G.- Drinkwater, 


Assistant to the President. 
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January 23rd, 1907, 


I enclose copy of extracts from the report 
Herbert 

of Mr, H m lieald, Ohief Game Waren of the &, 
& N, Railway Company, regerding the condition of 
the fisheries of the lakes and streame in Vanoouver 
Island, which was forwarded here by the Assistant 
to the President of the Ganadian Pacific Rallway Gom- 
pany, and I should be oblired for full and conplete 


information on the different points referred to there+ 


in, 


I an, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


F, Gourdeau 


Assistant Commissioner of Pisheries, 


E.@, Taylor, fsa, 
Inepector of Fisheries, 


Nanaimo, B, 0, 
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January fara. 1907, 


Dear Sirt< 


In looking over the enclosures to your letter 


of the 2nd. instant, I find that it will be necessary 
to got sexe local information on the subject, and I 
have taken oteps to vreeure a report from the Ine 
apector of Pisheries in regard to the matter therein 
referret to, on receipt of which I shall commu cate 


with you again on the subject. 


Yours faithfully, 


F, Gourdeau 


Gy Drinkwater, eq, 
Assistant to the Presitent, 
Gan#@tian Pacific Railway Cowpany, 


Montreal, Quevec, 
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Ottawa, @th Feb., 1907. 


» 


po “ 43 4/ é 


” 


A 9 Lis - Colleague ,— 


an De J / *} 
Meh, 23 
tl ewe 2 § 14th ultimo, regarding the Babine Fishery difficul- 


I have your letter of the 


SO aces ty) in which you state that " since it appears to’ ba a 


7 / £64 
if { “| 
‘ oo 


rfact that the Indians have hitherte to some extent traf- 
C ——eicked in the food fish they have taken, I would not 
"he disposed at the moment to interfere with the extent 
"to which this traffic has prevailed; but this concession, 
“so far as it may bind in future the policy of the De- 
“partment, must be distinctly understood as conditional 
“upon whatever action it is deemed advisable for the 
‘Governnent to take upon the recommendations which will 
tghortly be submitted by the British Columbia Pishery 
ngoemmission, which is at present considering the whole 
"question of fishery regulations applicable to the sea 
"coast and inland waters, and I may say thatthe question 
"at present under discussion forme one of the specific 
"points for the consideration of that Commission. Any 
"tentative agreement Which may be reached mist be capable 
“of adjustment when the final policy is decided upon." 

on 


Department of Marine and Fisheries/ 


Ministére de la Marine et dee Pécharion RG 23, vol. 164 


File/Dossier 583, 
Part/partie 1 


On the understanding conveyed by the 
foregoing and previous statements that your Depart- 
ment will permit the catching of fish for food and 
for sale without restriction as to numbers but sub 
jeot to reasonable restriction as to hours of fish- 
ing, and that your Department will furnish the ne- 
cessary instruction to the Indians as to the manner 
of using nets, I beg to state that this Department 
will become respotisible for the supply of the neces- 
sary nets to the Indians and will if possible arrange 


to seoure agricultural land for their use. 


yours faithfally, 
MIM LK KAMAL ‘ 


Hon. Le P. Brodeur, 
Minister of Marine & Fisheries, 


Ottawa. 
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February 19th, 1907, 
Dear Mr, Olivert= 


I have your letter of the 9th. instant, in 
reply to mine of the l4th, ultimo, further regarding 
the difficulty which hae arisen from the practice of 
the Babine Indians in barricading the upper waters 
of a tributary of the Skeena River, 

it te gratifying to learn that you have 
been able to aco ileace in the suggested arrangement, 
whieh hae caused so much Aiseusslion and whieh I sin= 
eerely hope will remove any further difficulty in 
thie eonnection,. 

In orfer that the Orficera of your Departe- 
ment may be fully ecnversant with the interpretation 
pleaded on this arrangement by my Department, I enclose 
a copy of the letter of inetructions whien has been 
gent to the Inspector of Fisheries for the district, 

MY» 
Honourable Prank Oliver, 
Superintemient General of Indian Affaire, 


Ottava, Ontario, 
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Mr. d. T. Williams, whose winter oddress is Vancouver, 
for their guidance, and I would suggest that it might 
be well for the Officer of your Department to consun~ 
dcate directly with him, in effecting whatever 4 


taile may be necessary in regard to the procuring 


and supplying of nete. 


Yours faithfully, 


L, P, Brodeur 
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Pebruary 19th. 1907, 


In eonnection with the question raised by 
the action of the Babine Intians in useing barricades 
for the capture of their supply of fish, you will re- 
member that vhen #@u left Ottawa the matter stood 
as followa i- 

By the authority of the Minister of Marine 
and Fisheries and the Superintendent General of Indi- 
an Affairs, certain Officers of both Departments, in« 
cluding you and myself, held a conference with Father 


Goceola, Indian Chief George and sub-CGhief William 


on the 6th. November last, with the object of arrive 


ing at the basis of adjustment, when a tentative 
agreement wae reached of which the following is the 


$ext i- 


1. © It wae agreed, in the best intereata of 
all concerned, and in a especial endeavour to meet 
the wishes of the Indians, that the Department or 
Marine and Fisheries would be. willing to relax ite 
Pishery Regulations to such an extent as to admit 
of a sufficient amount of netting being proseguted 
onthe River to @nable the Indians to ebtain % 
requisite food supply, the cost of the nets suppiled 
from time to time as necessary, to be borne by the 
Department of Indien Affaire i each head of a family 
or each individual Indien gupporting himeelf or 
others, will be furnished with aufficient netting 
for hie needs ; the po arbre: of Marine and Pish- 
eries agreeing to provide instruction in the best 
manner of using the pete in orier to obtain a proper 

| food supply; 


=seseeeeaeeesee eee 


Vancouver, B, ¢, 
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2, \®* The Department of Indian Affaire agree- 
ing to send the Reserve Gommissioner early next 
Spring to the Babine Indians, with inetructions to 
ascertain what additional agricultural lanis they 
require, and to adjust thelr land holdings so as to 
give them suitable land for farming ; 


3. * The Department of Indian Affairs further 
* agreeing that Reserve Commissioner Vowell will be 
* instructed to make a special study on the spot, of 
* the needs of the Babine ImMfians, and to suggest 
* such measures as, in his opinion, will assist in 
" providing for their future support ; 


4, * Algo, that the Officers of both Depart~ 
Memente, will cooperate to carry out this arrangement, 
¥ in order to avoid any further difficulties; 


5, * In consideration of these terme, the 
Indians Chiefe agree to abandon the use of barricades 
to accept these conditions, to abide by the law 
to assist the Officers of both Departments in the 
discharges of their duties and to assist the De-~ 
partmens in carrying out such measures as may be 
adopted in the best interests of the Indians, * 

You will remember that Pather doccola ex= 
plained this agreement to the Indians, who expressed 
themselves as perfectly satisfied to sign and complete 
the same if they were assured before leaving Ottawa 
that a certain piece of land, which they specified, 
would be given then, 

After you departure some further informal 
conferences took place with the Officere of the De~ 
partment of Indian Affaire and Fishery Overseer liel- 
gesen, at which 1t wae understood that the Indians 
might also be permitted to fish with nets through the 
ice in Babine Lake in the manney explained by Fishery 
Overseer Helgesen, and that in the event of that 


means of obtaining a further food supply of fish dure. 


ing the winter being availed of, all arrangements ooult 


be made for instructions and agsistance to be afford- 
od them by Overseer Helgesen, 
Correspondence proceeded between the Minie~ 
ter of Marine and Fisheries and the Superintendent 


heeneras 
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General of Iniian Affairs, in whieh the latter took 


the ground that while his Department was willing to 
enfeayour to make some satisfactory arrangement as 
regards the lawl difficulty, he nevertheless felt that 

it wae incwobent upon the Minister of Marine and 
Fisheries to allow the Indians to fish not only for 
their own use but for gale as well, 

The Minieter opposed the idea of the in- 
diane being permitted to engage in a practically 
commercial fishery by meats of nete in the upper 
waters, the use of which is denied all others, ana 
which was sanctioned in their case fundamentally, as 
a means of procuring their food supvily, and he was 
loath to commit the Department to a policy going 
that length. He was, however, prepared to go to the 
following extent | [since it appears to be a fact . 
that the Indians have hitherto to some extent traf+ 
fickéa in the food fish they have t¥fign, Bevould not 
be disposed at the moment to interfere with the ex- 
tent to which this traffic hae prevailed ibgy this 
eonceseion, so'far as it may bind a future policy of 
the Department, must be distinctly understood as 
conditional upon whatever action it is deemed advis- 
able for the Government to take upon the recomenda~ 
tions which will shortly be submitted by the British 
Colwabia Pishery Commission, which ie at present eon» 
sidering the whole question of Pishery Regulations 
applicable to the sea coast and inland watere of that 
Provinee) and he pointed out that the question at 
preeent under discuseion forms one ef the specific 
pointe for the consideration of the Gommiseion, and 


any tentative agreement whieh may be reached must 
be 
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be capable of adjustment when the final policy is 
decided upon, 

The Minister ie now in receipt of a comaun~ 
ication from the Superintendent General of Indian 
Affaire, dated Oth, instant, to the effect that on 
the understanding conveyed in the above statement, that 
the Department of Marine and Fisheries will permit 
the catehing of food fish and the/eale without res- 
triction as to numbers, having regard to the extent 
to which the practice has been previously pursued 
by them ; but subject to reasonable restrictions, as 
to tiwes of fishing, and that thie Department will 
furnish the necessary inetructions to the Indians as 
to the manner of using nets, the Department of indian 
Affaire will become responsible for the supply of 
the necessary nets to the Indians, and will if poe~ 
sible arrange to secure lands for their use, 


This geolution of the matter involves := 


‘Phe pronivition of parricaies ; 

« he sermission of netting by the Indians as above 
explained in lieu of barricates, subject of course 
to the regular statutory close tines j 
#. Yet fishing in Babine Lake during the winter 
tiough the ice, as suggested and explained by Fish- 
ery Overseer Helgesen, the Officers of thie Depart- 
ment under your control to furnish full and necessary 
inetruetions to the Indiane, ae to the manner and 
metnod of using the nets ; and 
4.  $he Department of Indian Affaire to supply the 
nets to be used by the Indians, and to make all poe~ 
gible arrangements to secure agricultural land for 


thelr use, 
You 


SOCAN DERE: A TPE RMR SRD RR MRP CE oH EL AN A 
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You are hereby instructed to take all nee 
essary measures to satisfactorily carry out this , 
arrangement for the ensuing season, which it is hopea 
will terminate the aifriotities whieh have previously 
arisen with regard to barricsting in thie stream by 


the Indiane, 
You should keep the Department fully adviged a. 


of any action which may be taken by you in this matter 
and the result thereof, 


I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


R.N. Venning. 


Assistant Commissioner of Pisheries, 


Hon. Frank Oliver, 
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February 2ist.,1907, 
Reverend sir 


In connection with’ the question raised by 
the action of the Babine Iniians in using barricades 
for the capture of their stipply of fish,you will re« 
wenber that when you left ottawa, the matter atood 
as follows: 

At 4 conference between omrtain Officers 
of the Departuents of Marine and Pisheries and In- 
dian Affaira,at which you,Indian Chier George and 
Sub-Chieft William were present,on the 6th. Noveuber 
last,with the objeot of arriving at a basis of ad« 
Justuent,a tentative agreement was reached,of which 
the following ie tne text:- 


le It was agreed,in the best interests of ail 
concerned,and in a special endeavour to meet the 
wishee of the Indianes,that the Departnent of Ma~ 
rine and Pisheriees would be willing to relax its 
Fishery Regulations to such an extent arg to admit 
of a autfictent auount of netting being prosecuted 
in the River to enable the Indians to obtain their 
requisite food suyply,the cort of the nets supe 
Plied from time to time as necensary,to be borne 
by the Departuent of Indian Affaira; each head or 
a family or each Individual Indian supporting hime 
self or othera,will be furnished with sufficient 
netting for his needa; the Departuent of Marine 
and Pisher les agreeing to provide instruetion in 
the best mamer of using the nets in order to ob» 
* tatn 


i +Coosola OeMalias 
¢/o Indian Agency, 
Viotoria,p.c. 
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obtain a proper food supply; 


2. ‘The Department of Indian Affairs agreeing 
to send She Reserve Commissioner early next spring 
to the Babine Indiane,with inetructions to ascer- 
tain what additional agricultural lands they te 
quire,and to adjust their land holdings so as to 
give them suitable land for farming: 


3. The Department of Indian Affaire furthor 
agreeing that Reserve Commissioner Vowell will be 
instructed to sake a special atudy on the spot of 
the neede of the Babine Indians,and to su gest 
gush measures as,in his opinion,vii1 assist in pwm~ 
viding for the future support; 


4. Also that the Officers of both Departments 
will cooperate to carry out thie arrangenent,in 
order to avoid any curther aAiffiecult tee; 

Be In oonsideration of these termea,the In- 
dian Chiefs agree to abandon the use of barricade, 
to accept these conditions,to abide by the law, 
to assist the Officers of both Departmenta in the 
diecharge of their duties,and to assist the De-~ 
partnente in carrying out such measures 48 may be, 
adopted in the best interests of the Indians.* 

You will revenber that you explained this 
agreenent to the Indians,wno expressed theneselves 
ae perfect ly satisfied to sien and somplete the sane 
if they were assured that a certain piece of lan, 
which they specified, vould be given them. 

Subsequently some further informal con- 
ferences took place with tne officers of the Depart- 
went of Indian Affairs and Fishery Overseer Helgesen, 
at whioh it wae understood that the Indians might 
aleo be permitted to fish with nets through the ice 


in 
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in Babine Lake,in the manner explained by Overseer 
Helgesen,andthat in the event of that means of ob 
taining & further food supply of fish during the 
winter being availed of,all arrangements could be 
male for instructions and assistance to be afforded 
them by Overseer Helgesen, 

I finally concluded to take the position 
that since it appears to be a fact that the Indians 
have higherto trafficked to some extent in the food 
fish they have taken,I would not be disposed at th 
monent to interfere with the extent to which tiie 
traffic has prevailed; tut this eoneesstion,o far 
as it may bind the future policy of the Department, 
must be distinetly understood as conditional upon 
whatever action it is deemed advisable for the dove 
ernment to take upon the recommendations which will 
shortly be submitted by the British Columbia Fish- 
eriles Conmiesion,which is at present considering the 
whole question of Pishery R@gulations applicable 
to the seacoast and inland waters of that Provinee, 
and I may add that the question at present under 
disoussion forme one of the specific pointe for the 
cMsideration of that Coumission,and any tentative 


agreenent 
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agreement which may be reached, must be oapable of 
adjustment whan the final policy is decided upon. 

In thie view the Superintendent General of 
Indian Affaire acquiesced,and agreed that his De~ 
partnent would becane responsible for the supply of pa 
the necessary nets to the Indians,and if possible, 
would arrange to procure land for their use. 

Thie solution of the mtter involves i- 

1. The prohibition of barricades; 

Be The permission of netting by the Indians 
in lieu of barricades ,as above explained, sub- 
ject of sourse to the regular statutory close 

+ imea; 

$s. Net fishing in Babine Lake during the win- 
ter,through the 1ce,as suggested and explaimd 
by Fishery Overseer Helgesen, the Officers of 
this Department to furnish full and necessary 
inetructionsa to the Indtans as to the manner 
and method of using the nets; and 

4, The Department of Indian affaires to supply 
the nete to be used by the Indians,and to make 
all possible arrangements to secure agricultural 
land for their use. 

I sincerely trust that tiie arrangenent 
will afford a satisfactory solution of this vexed 
queation,and that you will use your peat endeavours 
to impress upon the Indians that in relaxing the 
Fishery Lawa to the extent which I have been able 
to g0,considerable concession has been made,which I 


hope 
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nope will be fully apreciated by them,and that a 


happy solution of the matter will thus be reached, 


Yours faithfully, 


L,.P.Brodeur, 
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ap *ncouver B.C, February [8th JQ07 


CANADA 


T herewith beg to enclose you a photograph of 

the celebrated Babine Barricade,that has been the 
cause of so much contraversy. 

This photo was faken last summer,and is a repro 
duction of the actual barricade where the Officers 


were aasaulted, 


I am Sir 


Your obedient servant 


Inspector of Fisheries. 


R. N. Venning Beg 
Assistant Commissioner o? Fisheries, 
OTTAWA. 
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March 8th, 1907, 


With reference to the arrangenente reached 
between ay Department ant yours with regard to the 
fishing operations of the Sabine Imiiane thie year, 
I havo just receives a telegram from the Inevestor 
of Fisheries at Vaneouver, which reads as follows so 


* Yowell has no instructions to purehase. 
* nete for Babine indians, Relg ehould do 
* a6 he alone knows what kind are ulred, maven 
* on 14th, instant for Hor th. Should purchase 
* before leaving, * 

A® this matter is very urgent and in order 
‘hat no difficulties should recur this year, 1 show 
be obliged ir the hecenvary authority could be given 


Commiseioner Vorell to purehaee the requisite nete, 


I ai, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


F, Gourdeau 


Deputy Minister of Marine ani Pisheries, 


i 


—— 


~~ Reputy Superintentent Genera 1 
of indian Affaire, 
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14 My dear Colleague ,— 


7] Ff 
A ¢? UV I have your letter of 


19th ultimo, enclosing a copy of the instructions sent 
by Mr. Venning, the Assistant Commissioner of Pish- 
eries, to the Inspector of Fisheries at Vancouver. It 
is observed that Mr. Venning recites the various stages 
of negotiations that have been pending with awiew to 
a settlement of the Babine fishery difficulty, and con 
cludes his letter as follows,— 
* This solution of the matter involves,— 

"1. The prohibition of barricades; 

" 2. The permission of netting by the Indians as 

above explained in lieu of barricades, subject 

of course to the regular statutory close times; 

" 3. Net fishing in Babine Lake during the winter 
through the ice, as suggested and explained by Fish- 
ery Overseer Helgesen, the officers of this Depart-— 
ment under your control to furnish full and necessary 
instructions to the Indians, as to the manner and 

method of using the nets; and 

* 4 The Department of Indian affaire te supply 

the 
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* the nets to be used by the Indians, and to make all por 
© gible arrangements to secure agricultural land for their 
* use. 
* You are hereby instructed to take all neces 
sary measures to satisfactorily carry out this arrangement 
for the ensuing season, which it is hoped will terminate 
the difficulties which have previously arisen with regard 
to barricading in this stream by the Indians.” 
In connection with the foregoing, I would point 
out that there was nothing stipulated in the negotiations 
as to net fishing in winter. What the Indians want is the 
privilege of taking galmon and to be allowed to sell the 
game to provide for their necessities. The inatrgotions to 
your fishery inspector do not make provision for this. Such 
a provision is one that the Department of Indian affairs 
is compelled to insist upon. 

I trust, therefore, that you will cause the in- 
structions to the Fishery Inspector to be amended so as to 
make it quite clear that this privilege shall be accorded 


the Indians. 
yours fai thfully, 


ta Mt 4 my 
Hone Le P» Brodeur, t VEU UA > 


Minister of superintendent general, 
Marine & Fisheries, of Indian affairs. 
Ottawae 


Department of Marine i 

! and Fisheries/ RG 

Ministére de la Marine et des Pécheries F eda 
Part/partie 1 


Mareh 16th, 1907, 


Dear Mr. Oliver t+ 


I have your letter of the 7th, inetant, re~ 
ferring to the instructions to the Inspector of Pish- 
eries Sor British Colwsbia under whose Inspectorate 
the Babine Indians come, and to which you take ex- 
ception, holding that there was nothing stipulated 
in the negotiations as to net fiehing in winter, ana 
that what the Indians want@4 is the privilece of be- 
ing allowed to sell salmon to provide for their ne- 
cessities, 

In reply I may say thet it seews to me that 
paragraph two, quoted by you 7 

* The permiesion of netting by the Indians 
* a8 above explained in lieu of BaTricaies, subject 
* of course to the regular statutery close times,-* 

when read in connection with the second 
paragraph on the third page of the letter of instruc 
tions to the Inspector provides explicitly for the 

Sanctioning 
Honourable Frank Oliver, 
Superintendent General 
of Indian Affaire, 


Department of Marine and Fisheries/ RG 23, vol. 164 
Ministére de la Marine et des Pécheries File/Dossier 583, 
Part/partie 1 


PUBLIC ARCHIVES 
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES 


CANADA 


ke 


eanctioning of the privilege in question, when it 


says it~ 


* Since 1t appears to be a fact that the 
Indians have hitherto to some extent trafficked in 
the food fish they have taken, he ( the Minister ) 
would not be disposed at the moment to interfere 
with the extent to which thie traffic has prevailed; 
but this concession, f° far ae it may bind a future 
policy of the De mt, must be distinctly under~ 
stood ag conditional upon whatever action it is 
deemed advieable for the Government to take upon 
the recommendations which will shortly be submitted 
by the Britieh Columbia Pishery Commission, which 
ie at present considering the whole question of 
Fishery Regulations applicable to the sea coast and 
inland waters of that Province. * 


It ie true that the question of winter net- 
ting in Babine Lake was not specifically mentioned 
in the negotiations ; but when means vere being devise 
e4 in discussing the question with the Officers of 
the two Departments for meeting the neeis of the 
Indians, this was suggested as an additional means 
of providing tne Indians with a further food supply 
in the winter, in the event of them choosing to adopt 


such course, and was not in derogation of net fishing 


privileges contemplated in the river, 


Yours faithfully, 


L. P,. Brodeur 
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The Great wince ee 


CABLE SERVICE TO ALL THE WORLD. 
FORMS AND Gamberaae, 


__ eERSSE A 


shisalh dlioess Siibcoe 


BDY 34 Pia 450 P 


bi 


Asst Commrr Fisheriocs Ottawe Ont. 


11 has.ne instructions to purchase néts for bebine indians 
oser should do that as = he alone knows what: kind are 


+ tle loaves on fourteenth inst for Nerth should 
nets before leaving. 


John T, Tilliams. ih 
Inspector Fisheries. 
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Department of Marine and Fisheries/ 
Ministére de la Marine et des Pécheries 


4, 
, ae? 
TAN APER® 
CANADA, 


Ottawa, llth april, 1907. 


In reply to your letter 
ef Bth ultimo, I beg to inform you that 
Superintendent Vowell has been instructed 
te purchase nets for the Babine Indians 
and if necessary te place himself in com- 
munication with Inspector Williams of your 
Department. 


Your obedient, servanty 


My DP ‘idee 


LL 


@ecretary. 


Lt.-Col, F. Gourdeau, 
Deputy Minister of he 
Marine & Fisheries, 


Ottawae 
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WY hr: Uf Mr. Iaspector ie Wf : Seshevwe, 


at Nanaimo B.0. June atat, 7/07. 


Ottawa. 
lemen, 

nS, oil With regard to the extract of the report made 
by Game Warden Heald,of the 0.P.R.,on Fishing Streams of 
Vancouver Island,I am sorry to say that they are of very 
little value. It seems to me that the object of the report 
was to find fault with the management of the Department 
of Fisheries,and the Fishery Officers,with the exception 
of Mr Galbraith. The statements that are made in this conn- 
ection are wild in the extreme. The Department of Fisher- 
ies has ten Fishery Officers on Vancouver Islend. Their 
duty 1s to suppress illegal fishing,and I think they are 
all trying to do their duty in this respect. The. aim is 
to conserve the fish,and to improve the conditions so 
that the fish will increase year by year,and thé Govern-- 
ment with this end in view spend thousands of dollars in 
the removal of obstrucgions,building fish ways Eto. 

The spawning grounds of the fish @ught to be well 
protected,and I am pleased to say that instances of the 
Indians violating the regulattons in this respect are 
now very few indeed. 

I consider the present method of driving logs on the 
rivers of Vancouver Island the most destructive as far as 
the fish are concerned. 
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The logs come down the rivers plowing through the 
gravel beds,in which the fish have deposited their spawn, 
and the result is that vast numbers are destroyed every 
season. If logging in this way on the small rivers,and 6 
streams was prohibited it would greatly enhance the value 
of the fisheries on the Island. 


Yours 2 uk 


Inspector of one agg 
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Heriot Bay,B.C.Mar Ist,1907 


Edward @.Taylor,lsq., 
Inspector of Fisheries, 

Sir:~- 

I have to submit for your approval the following report. 

In accordance with the Fisheries a great deal of my time 

has been taken up in visiting the different waters where salmon 
frequent. The Salmon-run up the Campbell,are Cohoe,Tyhee,( Indian 
name Satsun, Steelhead and Dog Salmon. Cohoe frequent the waters 
at the mouth of Campbell June Ist until autumn,when they go up 
the River. Tyhee run July and August,these salmon weigh from 
35 to 85 lbs. Steelhead run in January until spring. Dog salmon 
run up the River in October and November. 

Salmon River has a similar run of Salmon to that of Camp- 
bell. Soskeye frequent Port Neville commencing June Ist.,also 
Loughborough Inlet. 


Small rivers and creeks have a similar run to that 


of Campbell,with the exception of the Thee. 


I received word on one occasion that the Indians had been 
seining in Campbell River. On making an investigation I found 


they had caught fish but for their own consumption. 


I am,Sir, 
A.F.Lloyd, 


Fishery Guardian. 
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Extracts from report of R.M.dGolvin,Fishery Officer. 


Commencing with the run of Salmon at Sannich Arm,the Cohoes 
arrive in these waters from the Ist to I5th of September, remaining 
until November,when the fall rains enable them to ascend the rivers 
and creeks to their spawning grounds. They have not been fished for 
in this Arm to any extent until the autumn of I906. 

What is commonly known as Sea Trout are also to be found in 
the Sannich Arm during February.and March. 

In the Koksilah River and Kelvin Creek we find the Steglhead 
from January until the first of April,and when the Rivers are high 
in the fall,large numbers of Cohoe and Dog Salmon are to be found h 
here also. 

Trout are not plentiful in these rivers until the fall. In 
the Chemainus River the run of fish as regards number and specias 
correspond exactly with the run in the Koksilah,with the exception 
that the trout are caught in Chemainus River somewhat earlier in the 
season. In the Cowichan River Spring Salmon and Steelhead are to be 
found from December until April. In July there is also a run of 
Spring Salmon in the Cowichan provided that the water is suffici- 
ently high for fish to go up the River;but if it happens to be, dry 
season and water low,in consequence the Spring Salinon remain in 
Cowichan Bay until the rainy season enables them to ascend the river. 

The Cohoes and Dog. Balmon arrive in Gowichan waters in the ear 
ly part of September ascending the River to their spawning grounds, 


Creeks and gravel bars of the River,when the first high water makes 


it possible for them to do so. 
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“ Trout are to be found in the Cowichan River at almost all 
seasons of the year,and good fishing can be obtained here from 
April to November. The reason why trout are not now so plentiful 
in the Cowichan River as in former years is mainly due to log-driving 
which first commenced in this River in the fall of I89I.,and there is 
not the slightest doubt that this is the direct cause of the loss of 
Miliions of fish anually every year,that log—driving is carried on. 
Another thing not to be overlooked are the many log jams,trees, 
snags and brush jammed in the River at intervals.from Cowichan lake 
to salt water,which previous to the driving of saw logs,sorved both 
to shelter and protect the fish. 

As to the report of illegal fishing by the Indians using weirs 
and nets,very little of this is carried on at the present time,whereas 
some ten or twolve years ago there were at least eight weirs to my 
Knowledge across the river from Cowichan Flats up to Sathlain a dis- 
tance of twelve miles,and at that time large shipments of Steelhead 
and Spring Salmon were inade from Cowichan Station to the Victoria 
market two or three times a weck. 

With reference to the weirs used by the Indians,there were 
three and a part of a fourth across the Cowichan River in 1906. 

They were permitted the use of these weirs to procure food for 
their families but not for market. This had the sanction of Mr C.B. 
Sword,formerly Fishery Inspector of this District,and is also known 
to yourself under the conditions that they shall be kept open from 
6 o'clock A.M. on Saturday till 6 o'clock P.M.Sunday of each: week. 

Some parties who evidently do not understand the construction of 
these weirs,claim that they will not allow the passage of a fish 
more than one ounce in weight,when by actual measurement the wickets 
used in the weirs are from two to three inches apart. Any person who 


will doubt this can easily find out the facts for himself. 
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Clayoquot,B.0. November 26 


E.G.Taylor Beq., 
Inspector of Fisheries 


Dear Sir, 
With the advent of stormy weather and lots of 
rain I expected we had got over all our troubles as ali 
the Indians had left the Lake but as soon as the weather 
got fine again I found that some of the Indians had been 
back into the Bake say going up one day and returning the 
day following or rather the night after. I had Constable 
Cox from Alberni ( who is here on some other business) with 
me to interview some of them which I think will have a good 
effect by preventing any others fron repeating the offence 
There argument that the Salmon were old and done spawning 
was just nonsense I have told them several times that they 
might go to Deer Creek but no the only place was the spaw-— 
ning grounds in the Lake that they would go to get Salmon 
I have every reason to believe that prévious to them last 
lot of wndians going to the Lake they consulted one of our 
Missionary friends and it is evident he did not influence 
them to stay at home this everlastingly having to Keep 
watch over them is causing quite a lot of unnecessafy troubh 
and expense however I an hoping for another big storm and 
that will end it for this Season I will write you again if 
4 have any new developments. meantime 
I remain, 
Your obedient servant 
John Grice 
Fishery Guardian. 
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Clayoquot,B.c. November I8th, 


E.G. Taylor ¥sq., 
Inspector of Fishories 


Dear Sir, 
Your favour of the 7+h Inst to hand for which I 

am obliged. When I wrote you by last Mail I immediately 
returned to the Lake I knew that Indians had gone in there 

I found that two canoes had gone up to the @mal) hake up 

in the mountains 1 soon got on their track but they had b 
been too quick for me and got about five hundred Salmon 
which I can furnish evidence had been Caught in a not and 
afterwards spears’ -vno4 they nad deen dead for 30m5 tine 

you may 98 wuré that a zeneral ranpus began after that the 
real offender was Doctor Atlu the man that did all the tal- 
king at the meeting but I could not get at him. Joseph the 
Chief I scared so bad that he left the Lake the same day 

I went in Doctor began making a speech saying he was going 
up to the small lake to spear Salmon on the following day 
now came what I knew was the oritical point if 1 allowed. 
him to do so then the Indians had Sained a victory. and 
the whole tribe would have followed go I gave him and all 
the rest to understand that I would prevent him from taking 
Salmon no matter what way he intended to get them and if 

I caught an Indian with fresh salmon in his possession I 
would arrest him fortunately that same night two men frien- 
ds of mine came into the Lake to do some work at & mine 

they stayed over night with me and on the following merning 
I sent them up to the Lake I mysear went back to where the _ 
bulk of the Indians were staying to hold them in check put 
on finding they did not make any move I went up to the em 
jake and then I think Doctor found out that he was up ag 


Doctor seamed a aiccerent man he said as soon as he 

the few Salmon he would leave,then for two days we had an 
awful storm,the lake rose nearly ten fect and the River 
was impassible and when I came down last night the whole 


of the Indians came out. I know they have some nete hidden 
in the Lake and most likely some will return so to-morrow 
I will go back and if I find that any have gone into the 
lake I will follow them and if I oateh them with fresh sal- 
mon I certainly will make an example of them. My Idea is 
that some parties have been preaching to them that the 
Government would make them some compensation to keep out 
the Lake however we will learn more about that afterwards 
meantime as we are in a big fight we must by all means 
come out victorious no matter what houl there may be I shall 
write you when I come down again but you can be assured the 


Indians fishing on the spawning grounds is at an end . 


Your obedient servant, 
Jonn Grice 
Fishery Guardian. 
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Inspector of Fisheries. 


Dear Sir, 

With this I enclose account of Expences incurred 
during the crusade against Spawning ground fishers It was 
& case of desperate diseases requiring desperate remedies 
it was all along nothing but fight but now I fihink they 
realize that they have lost you may be sure I came in for 
my share of abuse but now that has exhausted itself and I 
have had atdifferent times,the major part of them to see 
me and talk now in quite a friendly manner. You will reme- 
mber Dr.Atlu the Indian who did all the talking at the 
meeting was the worst offender of the lot he tried his 
utmost to incite the others to a riot in the lake and I may 
assure you it was only by a lot of deplomacy this was aver- 
ted however all's well that ends well and I think the adiffi- 


culty is now over. 


Your obedient servant’, 
John Grice 


Pishery Guardian. 
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thie is to Gertity that I H.R.Kojinia, Japanese F 
Employed by Thos.®.AtKine fishing for his Cannery at 
Quathiaska Cove,B.¢. did not during the Season of 1906 
operate aonet of any Kind,in the Campbell River. Although 
Mr Atkins holds a Seine license over the ground at the mouth 


of the Campbell River,I had strict instructions from him 
not to operate in any way in the said Vicinity of Campbell 
River. 


Signed. H.R.Kojinia 


Signed in the presence 
of, Thos.E.Atkins 


#H.G.Taylor Inspector of Fisheries. 


we 

M4, 

ING 9. ovens 
CANADA 


Mir. Inypector Wf i 


Nanaimo B.C. dune 24th, /A7 


I beg herewith to submit the following report as req- 
uested in connection with extracts from Mr Herbert Heald's 
report regarding the condition: of the fisheries of the lak- 
Ker and streams in Vancouver Island. 

The extracts that deal with illegal fishing etc.,are 


early all founded on hearsay, and consequently are very 


> ose I was anxious to obtain the most reliable infor- 
(‘ata 


and %6 supplement my own personal Knowledge of matt- 
lex tredted in the extracts I had the Fishery Officers _ 
eyort to me as to the conditions in their Districts. I e 
“enoloee their reports,and extracts that have Special refer- 
-enoe to the matters dealt with in Mr Healds Teport. 

I am in perfect accord with Mr Healds suggestion to 
have Shawnigan and Quamichan Lakes restocked with dowidchan 
Lake trout. It would enhance the value of these lakes. We 
have on Vancouver Island however a muiber of lakes that. 
have abundance of trout. Cameron Lake,Horne Lake,Sproat Lake 
Great Central Lake,Comox Lake,Kennedy lake are a few of the 
lakes where good trout fishing may be enjoyed. Many of the 
lakes and streams on Vancouver Island where trout are plent- 
iful are seldom visited by Sporteman. This is no doubt larg- 
ely owing to the fact that they are dirrioult of access. 

The close Season with regard to trout fishing is on the 
whole very well observed; but it might be advisable to ex- 
tend the close Season as recommended, by ur Heald; although 
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although there is practically no trout fishing here dur- 
ing the winter months. 

ThatYopstructione in the streams,both natural and 
artificial,entering all lakes where there are good spawn- 
ing grounds is very important,and the Department recognis~— 
ing this have expended sums of money for this purpose from 
time to time. 

Mr Heald's report deals extensively with illegal fish- 
ing,and he has been informed that all the laws are set at 
defiance from one end of Vancouver Island to the other. 

I am very pleased to be in a position to point out that 
Mr Heald has been dreadfully misinformed. 
He was informed that "Before the illegal obstructions 
placed in Cowichan River,in the summer months,a large 
run of grilse came up “etc. I understand the obstructions 
referred to,are, placed in the rivers. by the Indians. 

The fact is a few years ago the Indians had over.a 
dozen fish weirs on the Cowichan River;while last year 
there was three,and they were opened two days in the week, 
and taken up altogethér the fibst of July. The greatest 
number of fish taken in the Indian weirs are spent fish 
on their way down the river from the Spawning grounds. 

We all know that the Indian must be considered in a diff 
erent light from our White people,and they require differ- 
ent treatment. I think the advance with the Indian has been 
very satisfactory,and illegal fishing is becoming less 
every year. The Indian does not consider his methods for 
taking fish illegal;but look upon them as his right,and 
we cannot expect to change his views on this delicate 
subject (the way to obtain his food) in one year. 

The Fishery Officers have tryed to carry out my instruc- 
tions when dealing with the Indians faithfully,and the 
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the success in many instances has been gratifying.for 

example the success atending our efforts to stop the 

Indiaws fishing’on the Spawning beds in Kennedy Lake in £905 
Previous to thie date the Indians at Clayoquot destroyed 

in a ruthless manner salmon and spawn in this lake. The 

Indians have given up this practice after a hard fight. I 


enclose Copies of some of the reports sent to me at that 


time by Mr Grice,who is one of the most efficient Fishery 
9 


Officers in my District. 

I also enclose a Statement signed by H.R.Kojinia the 
Foreman employed by Thos.B.Atkins for his Gannery at 
Quathiaska Cove. Last year P statements were made in the 
public Press that Seining eto.,was going on without any 
restrictions at Campbell River. I visited Campbell River 
on more than one occasion last Season,and there was no 
Seining of any kind going on in the Vicinity of Campbell 
River. The fishing in the Strait between dampbell River 
and Valdes Island was left in the hands of the Indians; 
and a few tourists who fished with Spoon hooks. I consider 
the present Fishery regulations all that could be desired 
for Campbell River and Viginity,and I have no reason to 
doubt but Mr Lloyd the fishery Guardian appointed last 
year will see that the fishery regulations are respected. 

Before concluding this report I wish to say that from 
my own observations,I consider the present system of logg- 
ing on Vancouver Island very destructive to the Spawning 
grounds. The logs on there way down the streams plow thr- 
ough the Spawning grounds,with the result that vast mubere 


of eggs are destroyed every season, 
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aatinfeotory:more roads are being butlt ond the streme ane 
not used to the same extent. 


I am,8ir, 
Your obedient servant, 


Inspector of Fi 


Aseietant Commissioner 
of Pisheries, 


Ottawa. 


t have to call your attention to wy letter 
to you of the 25rds January last, covering oxtracte 
from a royort from Mxs Hervert Noald regarding the 
condition of the fisheries of the lakes and streans 
in Vimeouver Talando, and seeking for a revert therdens 

ays Drinkwater, Aseiatant to the President 
of the Canadian Pacific Ralivay, haa agin provudnt 
the matter to the attention of the Acting=-Minieter, 
and I ehould be obliged for an carly ronert from 


you om thie aubjoot. 


r rt ‘» Bit, 
Your obedient servant, 


i @ Veaodne 
Aveiatant Gommutagioner of Pigherica. 
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Dear Golone. Gourdeaut 

I understand that certain petitions to prohibit net 
fishing in Cowichan Bay, (B.C.) were presented to the Govern— 
ment or to your Department sometime prior to xa@ Jume 1902, 
If there is no objection would you be good enough to let me 
have a copy of these petitions with the signatures thereto, 


Believe me, 


Yours faithfully, 


Gol F, Gourdeau, (f A 


Deputy Minister Marine & Pisheries, 
Ottawa, 
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Nanaimo B.C. June 20th,1907. 


Edward G.Taylor Esq., 
Inspector of Fisheries, 
Nanaimo,B.0. 
8ir:- 
I beg to submit for your consideration the following 
report. 

Since my appointment on Dec.6th,I906,I have made 
frequent visits to the following Rivers. Nanaimo,¢hase, 
Englishmante,French,Little and Big Qualicum,as a result 
of which no violations of the Fishery Regulatéons have 
been reported. In the Rivers above mentioned are to be 
found the following species of salmon,Steelhead,Spring, 
Cohoe and Dog-salmon. 

Trout are plentiful in Little and Big 

Qualicum,also the upper waters of Nanaimo River. 
The placing of Atlantic Fry in the Local waters 
is being looked forvard to by anglers with very great 


pleasure. 


I am,Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


A. & Meldlro 


‘Pishery Guardian. 
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nts Departoont te in rescipt of @ Lotter 
from Reverand Ne Cooerday vile», An Which ho states 
thet no etepe havo boon taken Yet to arrange tor 
_M@rloutupes Lande t0 ve provided for the Babine 
Indians, 4n accordance with claus two of tho ten 
‘tative agroement which was entorod into in Petru 
parton’ of Marine and Pisheries and tivtian arrates, 
when Chief George and gub-ehief Willian WOrO Dito 


of unrest anongst the Indians ae they are under the 


impression, at the suggestion of some white poople, 
that nana onpraiain oe yaaa di ad 
5 enol ba seatane Af you would favour 
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duly Sth. 1907. 


I have your letter of the 10th. ultimo, in 
whieh you state that uw to that date no arrange- 
ments had been made to select the agricultural lands 
referred to in condition 2 of the Honourable itr. 
Rrodeur*s lotter to you of the @let. Pebruary last. 

Th reply I may say that I am causing 
the matter to be immediately inquired into. 


Yours faithfully, 


© 


7 Teemlenen 


Acting Minister. 


Reverend Ne CoGcOla, Ge ide Ioy 
Babine, via Hazelton, 


British Columbia. 


Department of Marine and Fisheries/ 
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July Sth» 100%, 


The Department isa just in receipt of 4 
letter addressed by the Reverend Ny Cocoola,y OeleIey 
of Babine, to the Honourable Mr. Brodeur, datod 
10th. ultimo, of which I enelose 4 oopy. 

I may aid that this Department ie causing 
a@ report of tho conditions obtaining at Babine to 
ve furnished it by the Inepector of Pishorics for 
the districts Mrs J+ Ts Wilitame, and I @ ould be 
Obliged if you would inform me what stops have 
been taken by your Department to ascertain what 
additional agricultural lands are required by the 
Babine Indians, and to adjust their land holdings 

. @0 ap to give then cuitabie fering lands, in accord. 
ance with the tentative agreement which was reached 
at the conference on the 6th. Novomber last botweon 
Officers af your Department and that of Marine and 
Pisherios, at whieh Indian Chief George and sub} 


ehief William were prosent. 


4 

. VHA I am, Sirs 

an : Your obedient servant, 
Tie ieee 


fn? Deputy Minietor of Marine and Fisheries, 
fhe Deputy Superintendent General 


of Indian Affaire, 
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Advorting to your Lotter of tho Stthe 
Uhtin®, in whieh yon state that you understand com 
tain, potitions were presented to thie Depa:tmant 
coue time price tc dune 1802, praying for the peeeq 
hibition of net fishing in Goewichan Bay, and roquecte 
ing to be furnished with a copy theroor » I may say 
that @ eeareh of the filoe of the Department, prior 
to the da’e you mention, fails to reveal any potie 
tion on thie sobjeet. 


Yours faithfully, 


° @iudom 
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You W111 renetiber that tn Jamar, lant, 
in acknowledsing the receipt of your lettor of the 
2s Of that month, covering a Copy Of a report 
ciimitted to you BY Its TeMldy OF Tietortny whe 
Wee MPeCialiy engaged by your Company to retort on 
the whole question of the fishery conditions ef 
Vancouver Istend, 2 intinated that 1t was necossasy 
for the Department to obtain sone local information 
on the gubject before ciwing a final replys 

The Department is now in rooedpt, not 
only ¢f a full report from the mnepcotor of Pishom 
tes for the district, but aleo from aifforent 
Local Special Pishery Quardiane. 

You Wil. Observe that Mr. Hoaldta informs 
ation is largely of a hevesay character, whieh you 

wil. 
Ge Drinkwater, req, 
Assistant to the Progidont, 
Canadian Paciivie Rativray OO» 
Montreal, Pe Qe 
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Rote, Volrs, cpearny Oto, in nontidal waters ate 
at propent eet utterly at defiancd, and though 
heny of the Jekee and rivers aro naturally favoured 
rosorts fey atfferant valusble species of sporting 
fish, 1t ie tmpooeible for their importance in thie 
rogard to bo improved, or oven maintained, unless 
provitiont regulationa aro enforced. 

tn the Gowlehan River, in which vory “e+ 
siveble sporting fish oan be foundgpt almost all 
eoasone of the your, the asoont of fish to the 
wer waters thereof io entirely varred by four lie 
legal obetwuctions across the River from shore to 
ehere. Theee Obetructions he adds are made in 
@ueh a vay ap te entirely prevent tho ascent or 
deacon’ of any Tigh above an ounce or @ in voignht, 
ami that though the use of such obetructions ie «@ 
violation of the law, not the least attempt te over 
made by the authoritios t prevent it. 

In this connection I may say for your 

information 
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of fish food by piacing barvicsios tn the rivers, 
end th ugh the efforts of the Department have boon 
otrenous in the digeetion of naving the lar ontire- 
ly roapected in thie regard, you Will appreciate 
that i¢ to @ifficult to impress upon the Indians 
that they must give over a method of figoing whieh 
ie of eueh long standing and whieh they have come 
te look upon as 4 right, 

Then £* is pointed cut that a fow yoars 
ago over a donon of such Woire wore fished by the 
Indians in the Cowichan River alone, while last 
year but three vere operated, and ther only on oom 
@ition that they should be open two days in cach 
wook ond taken up altocether on the lets duly, I 
think you will agree that trie Depertment hae every 
reabon to food that 1% t@ wekime bighiy satiefac~ 
tory progrées in the direction of having ali dee- 
treuctive mothede of fieking entirely sbandoned 

It say, moreover, be pointed out that 
the most of the fick taken by the Indians in these 

wolre. 


Department of Marine and Fisheries/ 
Ministére de la Marine et des Pécheries 


RG 23, vol. 164 
File/Dossier 583, 
Part/partie 1 


PUBLIC ARCHIVES 
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES 
CANADA 


ye 


weire 4m the Govtonon River aro mont tien retuen. 
ing te sea after the spaming season. 

With regard to ire Neaate statoment that 
Shoes Wolwn Gre buLIt from shore to more in enon 
“way that no fish of over about an ounce in woirnt 
eould get throughs I may say that it 18 obvious 
that in sue event ~ Unless indeed they rere open 
et intervals one weir if all that woura moet 
with any guce@es, as 4* would take every fish age 
eending or descending the Rivers 

At Kemnody Lake where in past years figh 
ing on the spamming Srounds by the Pndiane, rowul te 
ing not only in tne lestruction of the Spawn dng 
Tigh ¢ but of the spawn iteelr, was oarriod on, has 
through the Officers or this Department been ontipos 
ly given over, t wugh not without streneus rest o~ 
tance On the part of the Indians, 


itt, Teald sucgeate that comercial sich 
ing shoulda «« entirely prehibited in the eotuapy 
Of the Camppeil River $ Det £ find on meuiey inte 
the matter that ne cmmenmoial fishing whatever was 
earrted on in that vicinity during the past yearn 
With 
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, With rogard to hie eucgestion that natural 
and other obstructions to the secent of fish in 
rivers te their epewning beds in the wper reaches 
thereef be removed, I may say that this Dopart 
meant fully appreciates the importance of this elas 
Of Work, and duping the past few yoare it has been 
expending no inconsiderable suse of money in dife~ 
forent portions of the Province of Britian Golumhia, 
ineloding Vanemwer Ieland, in hoving effeetive 
paneagos for fish to their spownin: mreunde hinted 
vidos 

iit» Heald aleo guggoete that a ehange be 
nade in the reguiations se ac to extend the elese 
aengon for trout in theProvinee or British Golw bids 
oma in this conection I may say that as you are 
no doubt aware there ie at present a comuieston ta 
British Columbia, the scope of the investigations 
of whieh embraces en inquiry inte thie as well as 
Other mattore affecting the fisheries there, and 
eotion in this regari will of course nave to avait 


the 


i lt yt sn 
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the final report of that eomaivetons 


Yours faithfully, 
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ro THe DATE OF THis 10/8 


AF ILeé No 
eet ciaetectee -uinlecdsielbonan Fite Pr Ring IFS 
if ADORESS REPLY TO THE 

Suontrany Dee? oF Inpran AFFAIRS | 


OTTAWA. 


eth 


Ottawa, July 20, 1907, 


4 


In reply to the inquiry contained in your letter 
of the 8th ult, as to what steps have been taken by the 
Department to ascertain what additional agricultural lands 
are required by the Babine Indians, and to adjust their 
land holdings so as to give them suitable farming lands,I 
have to inform you that on an interview with the Honourable 
R. FP, Green, Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works and 
Mr, R. B. Loring, Indten Agent, on the 17th December, last, | 
it was agreed that the following amount of land could be 
purchased for the use of the Indians of Fort Babine and 
Old Babine reserve, beginning from the middle of the line 
north, of the one running éast & wést,; of that reserve, 
thence ‘north 160 chains, thence west 160 chains, thence 
south 160 chains; thence east 160 chains to point of 
commencement. 

Alse 1000 acres to be divided according to their 
needs, between several Indian families of the aforementioned 
villages on the east and west shores of Babine lake, and 
the remainder of the aforesaid 1000 acres to be added to 
the western end of the Ne-do-ats No,11 reserve in the 


the Deputy Minister of Marine and Fisheries, 


Ottawa, 
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@irection of the new village, on either the east of the 
north shore of Babine lake, 

fhe purchase of land was agreed to by the Depart—| 
ment and by letter of the 9th inst, Mr, Superinténdent 
Vowell reported that he had received the following tele- 
gram from Agent Loring: "Settlement with Babine re bar~ 
ricades completed*, Mr, Yowell states that as Mr, Boring 
was at Babine on the 8th inst. the selection of land for 
the Indians would doubtless receive his consideration. 

I may add that seed-grain for the Indians aéked 
for by Father Coccola and Agent Loring was sent to them, 
and also that the latter was authorized to extend relief 
to those requiring assistance, 

Mr, Vowell has also informed the Department that 
ice cutters required for winter fishing were forwarded and 


should reach the Indians in ample time, 


Your obedient servant, 


Acting Deputy Supt, General 


of Indian Affairs, 


P, 8. Rev. Father Coccola has been advised by 
letter of the 19th inst. of the action taken in regard te 
the matters herein mentioned in reply to a letter addressed 
by him to the Department, 


Fok 
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duly 25744 1007. 


I onelose copy of a comnmication just 
received from the Department of Indian Affairs ree 
Lating to the steps thet havo doen taken 66 secure 
agrioultupal lands for the Babine Indians, im con 


nection with the recent arrangement entered into 
between this Pepartment, the Department of Indian 
Affaire and the Babine Indiane touching the »varricatiq+ 
ing of the Babine River. 


tain, Six, 


Your obediont servant, 


WY Venuday 


Aseistant Commissioner of Pishories. 
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Ottawa, July 24th. 1907. 


John T,. Williams, 
Inspector of Fisheries, 
Aberdeen, Be Ge 


No amount of net specified, See my letter nineteenth 


February last. 


Re Me Vornning, 


Ohgese Me & Fs 


Ne i hs 
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vanladian Pacific Railway Company's Tele 


All messages are received by this Company for transmission, subject to the terms and conditions printed on 
their Blank Form No. 2, which terms and conditions have been agreed to by the sender of the following message, 


This is an unrepeated message, and is delivered by request of the sender under these conditions 


B. § JENKINS, Gen. Supt., Winnipeg, Man, A.W. BARBER, Supt., Toronto. Ont 
he Supt., V BC N J 


anoouver, JNO, F, RICHARBSON, Supt.,.Moutreal, Que J 
M 


bag AS. KENT, 
Supt., Wittnipes, Man, P. W. SNRORER, Supt., St, John. N.B Manager Telographs, Montrealy 


Ae 31. Ra. JO. Wa. 9~25 som. re 3 Th , 


51 Gollect @8xtra Free 8,80, & 6 80, Via Ash. 


Aberdeen, Be 0. 28rd duly. 1907, 
Re he Venning, 


Ass't Comm'r Pisheries, Ottawa, Ontario~ 
Replying to letter eighth instant land question not yet raised by 


Babine Endians with us/will given out by Helgesen one hundred feet 
each man Indians dissatisfied claim deputy minieter promiséd them 
two hundred feet each wire if that is the case situation getting strenuou 
8 writing fully particulars. 
John. TT. Williame. 
Inspector Pisheries. 
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duly B4tiw 100%. 


Yor your infommtion I may say that the 
following telegram haa Just bdon received from In+« 
specter of Misherios J) T. Williane in regard to 
conditions obtaining among the Babine Indians t+ 


* Replying to lotter Stns instant, og 
question not yet vaisea by Babine Indians with us. 
Hete given out by Helgesen one hundred feet each 
mae Indiana diesaticfied., Claim Deputy Minieter 
promised them two hundred foet eachy Wire if that 
is the oxge, Situation getting stromoun. Writing 
full particulare. * 


fo the above telegram the following roply 
hes been sent f+ 


* No auount of not specified. See my letter 
19th. Pebruary last. * 


I my add that a copy of the Departmental 
letter to Inspector Yilliaus wae forwarded by lotter 
to your Minietor by the Honewrable Mr. Brodeur on 


the oeme date as the inetructions to the Inepector 
referred to in the above telegram, | 


I am, Gir, 
Your obedient. servant, 
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os sp a 


OTTAWA 


| Seometanr Depr oF INDIAN AFFAIRS | 


Saadeh lat 


? 


July 2, 1907. 


I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 24th inst. commnicating a 
telegram received by you from Mr. Inépector of Fish- 
eries J. 7, Williams relative to the diggatisfaction 
expressed by the Babine Indians with the length of 
nets distributed among them, and your reply to the 
seme, ail of which has been noted. 


Your obedient servant, 


Roting Deputy Supt. General 
of Indian Affairs. 


the Deputy Minister of Marine and Fisheries, 
Ottawa, 
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eTwis LeTrer 


ADORESS REPLY TO THE 
Secmetany Derr oF Inpian Arrains 
OTTAWA. 


» EBERRON 


survpyer General ef British Columbia B.V.Mackay,Esq-; 
and Mr.R.B.Lering, Indien Agent, %@ plete ef land were decid- 
ed upon for the Indians ef Fert Babine and 01d Fert Babine; 
ene contains 640 acrea and the ether 1000 acres « This 
lend is to be valued by the Indian Agent. When his valuation — 
has been received the question ef payment te the Previncial 
Gevernment will be oc ensidered. 


Your ebedient servant 


re ae 


Aoting Depity Superintendent General. of 
Indian Affairs. 


Phe Deputy Minister 
of Marine & Fisheries, 
Ottawa, 
Ont. 
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“2 Neve your tether 6? the Sth ddstantia whtes 


190 


“Easington 8.0. July $ 


FILE > 
| popes #1 


you inatetst he to Saenieh you with « fehl report 
of the onpditide obtaining at the Babine Indian 


_, Wid vapesend qe ve ghothar there 16 any libaty hood 
‘af q vapitition of last yours difticattion 
| I way eay that 1 sired you thid day de folioue:- 


* Réplging to letter eighth initent land qunetion 
sot get poised by Gabiné Indéidhe tith wx 
Sob given ant by Nelgesch one hundred fect 
ends wan tolians dissatiefied aiatn legate 
Winister pramined them two hundged feet easit, 
Vite 47 that in the case, ndtuation getting © 
ategiepeh. Oriting tub) partioulers, ° 

Tip taal queition hog got Neon radeed in ao tte 

as ty Departiont ig comdetned, and iy dt factor 

at preasht in the osithing condi tiane. 

The tremble a steted ip wy Gite that the Indidne 

persigtertly ehaart phat she Repury Mibistar pion - 

ood thtim,aben in Ottaee,that they ¢huuld have 


200 feat of wh each inatand of TOD fe6t aa pro ~ 
vided; Helgetsen haa had coneddareble trayble 


R. N. Venning Beq 
Assistant Commissioner of Pisheries. 


OTTAWA 
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with them,in faot thevsituation became so strained 
that he wired direct to Messrs Leokie of Vancouver, 
where the previous Web was purchased,for the addi - 
tional veb,hée téek thie step to save time,asking ne to 
confirm 1¢ Sy #iPe,thie I have done, 

This activ had Uppedecd the Phdians for the present 
ahd { Believe We shall he¥é fio serteug tiothle vith 
them in connection with barPiddding Out ad the sane 
time T sould etrongly wee the Dépabiitent do point 

out ¢o the Indian Department, how détritigutal 1¢ would 
be to our interests if our agieuniell) with the fedians 
is pot carried out to the Latter. 

The Babine Indians have altays beet w tenlbastic, trouble 
#One and leay lot of [ndiaio,and wiIP remetn so to the 
ond of the chapter, 

T have instructed Helgesen to wire me fghediately ,if 
the situation becomes in any way alarméngyauid I vill 
keep in touch with the Department, 


I am Sir 
Your obadfent servant 


j 
A / 


Inepector of Pisherics. 
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Auguet 3rd, ,1907, 


T enolose,for the information of your De«+ 
partment ,copy Of a report just received from Inepece 
tor of Pisherios J,T.Williane,on the subject of the 
arrangement with the Babine Indiane,regarding fish+ 
ing operations in the Babine and the prevention of 


barricading the stream, 


I aig BIy 


Your obedient servant, 


G 
Tn. Deputy Minieter of Marine and Fisheries, 


Seoretary,Department of Indian Affaire, 


Ottawa, 
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. YOUR REPLY REFER To 
i 7 ht 
79,5 
© ALSO TO THE DATE OF THs LETTER 


carer core net Oner ih 
AODRESS REPLY TO THE 
| SECRETARY DEPT OF INDIAN AFFAINSY 
OTTAWA, 


I have the honour to inform you that a complaint 


be 2 


(pA hy? has been received from the Alkili Lake Band of Indians in 


fe p4 ; of 0 the Williams Lake Indian Agency,British Columbia,to the 

, at they have been threatesled with prosecution by 
® local fishery officer,in the event of their continuing 

@ practice which they have followed for a hundred years 

back,viz; the use of nets for fishing purposes in the 

waters of Lac la Hache, 

The Indian Agent expresses the opinion that this 
interference with their operations will constitute a pecu- 
dasarly serious hardship at this juncture on account of the 
extweme poverty of the salmon fishe in the Fraser River 
this year, 

It appears that the interference complained of 
was on the part of a Mr.Horan,described as the deputy of 
the district officer,Mr.Sword,who when the matter was broue 
ght to his attention is said to have recognised the validiy 
of the grievance but to have stated that he had no discret+ 
ionary powers, 

The Department will be glaa if you can see your 
way to afford the Indians relief {4n the direction indie 


f 
cated, 


I have the honour to be, 


Sir, 
Lt.-Col.F.Gourdeau, 


Your obedient servant, 
Deputy Minister of , 


Marine and Fisheries, 


Ottawa, Deputy anpa riatenden’ 
f Indian 
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We Os * Dic. © 


October 28th. 1907, 


It has been represented to this Depart 
ment by the Deputy Suporintonderit Genéral of Indian 
Affaire that complaint has beon made to hiv that 
the Alkiii Lake bard of Indians, in the Willian 
Lake Indian Agency, have been prohibited from oon 
timing the use of nets for fishing purposes in 
Lac la Hache, and that on the matter being repress 
ented to you, though you recognized the validity 
of the grievance, you replied that you were not in 
& position to take action in the mnattor, a8 such 
operations were in Violation of the Pishery Regul a+ 
tions. . 

It is furtier represented that owing to 
the umeually Light run of fish in the Fraser River 
this year the enforcement of the Regulations with 
respest to Lac la Hache will involve the placing of 
& peollar hardehip upon the Indians in questions 

Thowh 1t 16 possible that the Indiane may 
fool it a hardship that they are not allowed to eon~ 
time methods of catching fieh on their spavning 
grouds, which have been practiced through the years 
past, the genoral interest demands that all reason~ 
able rogulations for the protection of spanning 

& salmon 
+ Sword, Beq, 
Inepector of Visheries, 
é ; _ Now Weetwineter, 2. ¢, 
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salmon whieh have suceeded in escaping all obetruc~ 
tions to their ascent, when they heave reached their 
spawning areas. should be enforced, and especially 
ie this the case at a time when the rm 6f salmon 
has been unusually amall, and the number reaching 
the spawning beds no doubt correspomtingly dinin- 
ished. 

I should, however, be obli-ed for a fal 
report from you on the conditions obteining at 
Lac la Mache, and as to what steps have been taken 
for the enforcement of the Regulations there. 


I amy Sir, 
Your Obedient servant, 


Deputy Minieter of Marine ond Fisheries. 
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Ootober 28%, 1907, 


IT have your letter of the 24th. instant, 
informing me that a conpiaint has been made to you 
on bonalf of the Alkili Laxe band of Indiana, in’ 
the Williams Lake Indian Agenoy, Britieh Codi ay 


that prosecution has been threatenea ir they oon- 
time the praotice,which you state has boen indulged 
in for one mmdred years back, Of using neta for 
fishing purposes in Lac la vache. 

In reply I may say that, as you will readliy 
appresiate,it is ex@edingly important that spawning 
fish, which have succeeded in passing a11 obstrue. 
tions and have reached the upper lakes for spawning 
purpoaea, should be protectod, particulerly when 
the run of euch fish has been especia: iy light and 
the consequent number reaching the spawning grounds 
oorrespondingly amall, and the Pishery Regul ationa 
for the Province of Britieh Columbia probit the 
We of nets for catehing any kind f salnon in the 
inland lakes, 

 Phough 1 therefore do not at the moment 
860 how 1t would be possible for this Department 
to intervene in the direction desived, I am oausing 


a 
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of Fisheries on the subject. 


I am Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


P Gourioau 


Deputy Minister of Marine and Fisheries. 
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Wine & rove 


CANADA 
i} 3 
py? ff Le ae i 
“piv i, We. bnspieclor if : Sidowing 


a(iew Westminster B.C. Nov. 14th /J 07 


Dept. Marine & Fisheries, 
Ottawa, 
Sir,- 
Tt am in receipt of yours N° 5e30f 28th ulto. re Indians 
taking fish at Lac-La-Haohe. 


Gi | There is some mistake as to this. The Indians who had 
of Ven stopped from taking trout on their spewning grounds at 
nw f lakes Glaimed that they were being unfairly discriminated 

Ly against in comparison with those taking fish at Lac-La-Hache. 
Mr. H.P. Horan who has acted as fishery officer in the 
upper country for some ie reported that’ the Indians and some 
of the white settlers had been in the habit of taking large 
numbers of the fish in question with a drag seine on their 
spawning grounds, When in Cariboo I instructed him to notify 
i f Atne white settlers that they would not be allowed to take these 
am fish in that way but to allow the Indians to take thie year 
fell they wanted for themselves. 

' ka r I did this hoping that after the report of the dommission 

7 row aitting some rule might be adopted giving me some discre- 

tionary power to deal with eases of this Kind in a way suiteble 
to the special circugstances of each case, 

These fish are not salmon from the sea, which do not reach 
Lac-La-Hache but a small species of land locked salmon called 


*"Kokanees* which are very rarely taken except when they come up 


on the shallow beaches to spawn, 
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These fish are reported to be not now so numerous 
as in former years but I think if the taking of them should 
be restricted to such as the Indians take for their own use 
they are not likely to be fished out. 


Your obedient servant, 


G 4h, Marrr-ol 


Inspector of Fisheries. 
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vith them, thay entd thet mete wore retten,and that 
‘te Department hee pentose new ones eveny year,t 
sopliod that neither the Inapecter ner myself under- 
steed the Department to say o8,1 told then their nete 
vecame rotten by leaving them on the beach er on the 
Grass in the heat, that the het sun would secon rot 
the web under such cendituens. They requested me te 
ack the Departuent fer new nets rer next year,and they 
premised te take better care ef them, they admitted 
having caught « sufficient 


RG 23, vol. 164 
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October Sist.1908, 


I beg to inform you that this Department 
is just in receipt of a commnication from tnapector 
Williams from Northern British Columbia, covering a 
report from Fishery Overseer vane Helgesen on a 
trip made by him to the Babine district. 

You will be pleased to learn that the 
Indians had a sufficient quantity of fish stored for 
their winter's food ; that they had no complaints 
to make and appeardd more satisfied and pleased 
than was the case when previous visits were made. 

While at Babine Overseer Helgesen called 
& meeting of the Indians and discussed several matters 
with them, and among Other things they explained 
that the nets with which they were supplied were 
dottod out, and they stated that the Department had 
promised then new ones every year, 

The Oversoer replied that neither he nor 
the Inspector understood such to be the case and 
told them that their nets became rotten by being 
left on the beach or on the grass in the heat and 
that the hot sun would soon rot out any web under 


suoh conditions. They requested him to ask that 


now 
ie superintenden}-denerai of Indien Affaire, 


Ottawa, Ontario, 
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new nets be furnished them next yoar, and they prom 


ised that they would take petter care of them. 
It 16 also explained that the Trout nets 


and ice cutters furnisned them last year were satis~ 


factory. 


Tt am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


6 J Deavarate 


4 ye 
Acting Deputy Minister of Marine and Fisheries. 
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YOUR REPLY REFER TO 


> 
ow” gageen. 


. ALSO TO THE DATE OF THIS LETTER 


ADDRESS REPLY TO THE 
Secetvany Dep: oF Inpiam Arrains 
OTTAWE, 


I 


| RL ca 


y 
A 


Siry= 
I have to acknowledges with thanks the receipt of your 
letter ef Oeteober 3Iet, containing information with reference 
te the Indians of the Babine Agency. The Indian Superintendent 
at Victoria is being commmicated with regarding the requisition 
nets, and the matter will be dealt with in due course. 


Your ebedient servant, 


. i be a 


G. ve Desbarate, Bade, 
Aetg. Deputy Miniter of Marine & Fisheries, 
Ottawns 
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GoMeG, * Dio,y* WeAak. 


November 26th, 1908, 


With reference to that portion of Fish~ 
ory Overseer Helgesen's report of the 12th ultimo, 
in which he explains that the Babine Indians desire 
to be supplied with new Nets next year,and intimating 
that if such were furnished them they would take 
better care of thom, I may say that this Department 
has been in communication. with that of Indian 
Affairs on the subjeot, and the Seoretary of that 
Department states that the Superintendent at Vio~ 
toria is being communicated with regarding the re- 
quest, for Nets, and that the matter will be dealt 


with in due course, 


I am, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


R HW Venning 


Assistant Commissioner of Fisheries, 


, 


John T, Williams, Bade, 


Inspector of Pisherien 


Vancouver, B. 
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YOUR REPLY REFER to 
R 


einai REFERRED TO 
ALSO To THE DATE OF THs LeTTER 


: aDbAes iS REPLY TO THE | 
Secrerany Dept oF woian Arrains 
if OTTAWA. 


FER 4 1909 
LCOM'R OF FISHERIES 


ce 
: fi. th vs y 
q Ge 4 


4) C4 
: “Rith/reterence to your letter of the 31st October on the 
Ys Wf ject of nets for the Babine Indians, I beg to say that Mr 


¢ 


” (! 
_ ane pies Vowell of Victoria,has been written to and 


authoviséd to purchase the necessary supply (which was arrived 
at after consultation with Mr Helgeson,and Agent Loring). The 
quantity is given a® 2B888m 2800 fathoms,and the cost is estimated 
at about $700.00, In onsequence of a reconmmendtion made by 

Mr Vowell the Department has also authoriaed the purchase ef 100 
pounds of Dilwestone,the use of which it is stated will tend te 
preserve the nets, The Indians will be cautioned to take proper 


eare of the nets. 


Your obedient servant. 


ex yO 


Seoretary. 


fhe Acting Deputy Minister of Marine & Fishbetes, 
Ottawa. 
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W. O. * Die. © WAF 


ar 
Fobruary 5th.,1909. 


Adverting to previous correspondence in 
regard to the supply of nets to the Babine Indians, 
t may say that I am just in recei»t of a letter 
from the Secretary of the Department of Indian 
Affairs, in which he states that’ Indian )Superintend- 
ent Yowell, of Victoria, has been author sed by 
his Devartment to purchase the necessary apply 
of nots, after consultation with Oversee: Neigesen 
and Indian Agent Loring, tho quantity bdng some 
2800 fathoms, and it is added that the purchase of 
one hundred pounds of biue stone has also been 
authorized, as it is understood that the use of 


such tends to lengthen the life of a net, 


I amy Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


R W Venning 


Assistant Commissioner of Pisheries,. 


John. T, Williams) Esq, 
Inepect of Pisherioa, 


Vancouver, B, OG. 


Department of Marine and Fisheries/ 
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February 5Sth- .909. 


I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 29th. ultimo, explaining the aetion 
taken by your Department to provide the Babine 
Indians with nets for the ooming season, and I may ; 
aid that I have informed the Inapeetor of Fisherias 
for the district accordingly. 


Tam, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


RW VYonning 


Por Acting Deputy Minister of Marine and Pisheries, 


$7 


fhe Secretary, 


’ pepartment of Indian Affairs. 
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Meloy of ’ Ipoherws, 


July [5th 09 /7 


COR*ESPONSERICE 
LETTER No, o 


Sir:= 
I herewith beg to enclose extracts from 
lettors of different dates since last June, received 
Of om Fishery Overseer Norrie,of the Upper Skee na, these 
, letters are self explanatory,and by a perusal of which 
Department will appreciate the difficulties under 
which the Fishery Overseer is prosecuting his work, 

I lave reason for believing what he says 
is absolutely true,especially the remarks in connect~ 
ion with the Babine Indians,and consider that most of 
the present trouble dates back,to the lax way the Prov - 
incial Government have prosecuted the seasch after the 
murderer Gun-Y-Moot,and the release of the Babine In- 
dians by the Department of Justice at Ottawa,after they 
had been sentenced by a Stipendiary Magistrate at Haz- 
elton for assaulting our Fishery Officers. Whenever 
you show a weak hand with Indians,it will surely sooner 
or later come back upon you, 

I recommend thet Tom Alexis be supplied 
with a new horse at a cost of sixty dollars,as his 
horse met its death while in the seryice of the Dep- 
artnent; ) I also recommend that Rishery Overseer Norrie 


R.N.Venning Esq 
Supt of Fisheries. 
OTTAWA. 
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and two of his Officers be supplied with revolvers and 
ammunition. ‘I also recommend that Morrie be supplied 
with another horse beside the Government horse, which 

he has,or be given authority to hire one for the rest 
of the. season. 


I am Sir 
Yourobedient servant 


Inspector of Fisheries. 
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Copy of portion of letter from S.Norrie oe Over~ 
seer Hazelton,dated June 22nd 1909 

"On the way out from Babine, at our first camp the 
horses were turned loose to rustle up what little they 
could find for food,I had engaged Tom Alexis and his 
horse for the trip along with two others for Guardian 
Pearse and the baggage,Toms horse while scratching the 
flies off his head,got his foot fast in the halter, it 
ocourred in some fallen timber,and he strangled and 
beat himself to death,we found him next morning breath - 
ing his last. He was a fine animal and poor Tom 
is heartbroken as he gms all he and his old wife had, 
to make a dollar or typo with during the summer. 

Would you kindly speak to the Inspegtor and see what 
can be done for him as I think they are a deserving 
old couple as fav as Indians go," 


Copy of portion of letter from Overseer Norrie at Haz~ 
elton,dated July 6th I909 


" The distribution of nets amongst the Babineg..this 
season is the cause of considerable jealousy, amongst 
these people here ( Hazelton's and Bulckley Valley ) 
they say they have as much right to nets as the Babe 
ines I told little Barney the other day, that the Bab ~ 
ines were given nets because the Government took 
away their Barricades ,0h says Barney, we have places 
for Barricades as well as the Babines,if that will 


make the Government give us nets; Pretty good argu- 
ment don*t you think ? I had occasion to order one 
man to take hia net out as it oew closed time, he 
told me to never mind the net,as it was all right, 
I told him if he did not have it out by a certain 
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", time I would take it out myself, he worked himself 
quite into a passion,and shook with rage as he said 

"Bye and Bye no government soon,you will see, The net 
however was taken out right away;Toan trace this cours 


of unrest right back to our Babine troubles,they saw 
the law despised,the Government Officials humiliated 
and assaulted,and instead of being punished, they have 


been reqerded,naturally they think they must commit 
some depredation before they can expect to be reward~ 
ed also. Frank Clarke the Indian who helped me, to 
bring Wemanosic out,gave me his ideas without me ask- 
ing for them,the other day, There is a very strong 
rebellious under. qurrent amongst them,and this winter 
therewill be something doing all right." 


RAXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 


COPY Hazelton July I2th 09 


John T Williams Esq 
Inspector of Fisheries. 


Sir: 

With all due respect I beg your permis 
sion to allow me to bring my case to the notice of the 
Department, af only the Indian horse trouble,but in or 
der to get a decent outfit, with which to carry — out 
the work successfully,we never had what might be @al- 
led a half decent outfit,and it is absolutely that ra 
be supplied with arms and ammunition. 


I am Sir 
Your obedient servant 
Stewart Norrie 
Fishery Officer 
UPPEX SKEENA 
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Gele?, © Dio,* WAP 


July 50th, 1900, 


With reference te provious correspondence 
in regard to tho supply of Meta to the Babine 
Indians, I beg to inform you that the Local Fishery 
Overseer for that district in reporting to the In~ 
speotor of Fisheries on the 6th inetant ssates that 
the distribution of the Hete among the Babine Ine 
Gians this esagon hae been the cause of considersble 
Joalousy anonget the Indians at Haselton and Bulckley 
Va. l0¥, who say they have as much right to wets as 
the Babines, When the Overseer informed one of them 
whe ig Known as * Little Barney * that the Babines 
were given the Hete because the Government took away 
thelr barricades, ho replied that ® we have places for 
* varricades ae well av the Pabines if that will 
*" make tho Government give us Meta,* 

The Overseer adds that he had occasion 
& short time age to order an Indian to take a Net 
out of the water who had it there in the close BOASONs 
The Indian told him not to mind the Net as it was 
all right, when the overseer replied that if 1t wae 
not taken out by a certain time he himeel¢would 
remove 1%, whe Indian worked himself into quite a 


passion, and informed thé Overseer to the effect 
tary, that 


Department of Indian Affaire, 


*, ran 


Department of Marine and Fisheries/ RG 23, vol. 164 
Ministére de la Marine et des Pécheries File/Dossier 583, 
Part/partie 1 


PUBLIC ARCHIVES 
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES 
CANADA 


4S4 


that by end by there would be no Government, The 
Net, however, wae taken out of the water.right avay, 

The Overscer oaga that he can trace this 
course of unrest back to the original Babine troubles 
when they saw the Lew deepieed, and the Government 
Officiale mmdlinted and ascaulted, and instead of 
being punished they vere rewarded, and they naturally 
think the result of committing a depredation will 
bo to obtain something from the Government, He 
adde that ho hee reason to believe trere will be 
trouble during the coming Winter. 

The Inapector of Fisheries in forwarding 
thie veport says that he is of opinion that a12 the 
Overseer states is quite true, and he considers that 
most of the present trouble dates back to the iax 
way in which the search after the marderer,- Gureye 
moot,.~ wae prosecuted, and to the release of the 
Babine Indians by the Justice Department after they 
had been sentenced by the Stipendiary Magistrate 
at Haselteon for assaulting the Fishery Overseers. 

For the present, however, everything 


appears te bo comparatively satisfactary. 


I am, Sir, 


Your cbedient servant, 


GJ Dow verate 


Acting Deputy Minister of Marine and Pisherios. 
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May 18th., 1910, 


In acknowledging your telegram of the 
17th. inetant, explaining that the Babine Indians 
Will pequire fifty pounds of mending twine of 
the bes % quality for 81x ply Sockeyenete and 
eugvesting that Meeara, Leckie, of Vanoouver, be 
inetruoted to ship the twine at once to Ovoraeer 
Norris, at Hazelton, ae 1t will be required there by 
the 5th, proxime, I may say that immediately on re-. 
eeipt of your wire I communicated the esubetance 
thereof to the Deputy Superintendent of Indian 
Affairs, as the nete to the Babine Indians have heen 
supplied by that Department, 

He hae at the same time been requested 
to inform thie Department without delay of the agtion 
taken by him and on receipt of hie reply I shall 


again gommunioate with you on the subject, 


I am, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


68 RW Venning 


Superintendent of Pisheries, 
J, Wililame, Beq, 
peptor of Fisheries, 
Port Essington, B, 6, 
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aa on 1eth., 1920, 
ye sy 


With reference to previcus correspondence 
in Pogard to the supplying by your Department of 
the Babine Indiana with regular Sockeye Salmon 
nets, I beg to inform you that a telegram haa this 
morning been received from Inepector of Fisheries 
Jonn T. Willians, of Port Essington, in which he 
states that the Indians in question will require 
fifty pounds of mending twine for eix Ply Sookeye 
nets, best quality, and he suggests that Messrs, 
Leckie, of Vancouver, be instrusted to ship the 
tvine at onoe to Fishery Overseer Norrie, at Hagelé~ 
ton, a@ it will require to be there ab the latest 
by the 5th. June next, 

I may explain that Overseer Norrie has 
gharge of the Upper Skeena Division, insluding the 
Babine River and Lake sand he will be proseedings gor 
that region from Hazelton at the time wentioned in 
Inspector Wiliiame' telegram, 

I should be obliged if you would be good 
eno gh to inform me of the action taken by you te 
moet the requirements in the present instance, in 
order that the Inspector of Fisheries or the dis- 
trict may bese informed, 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient » cnt, 
O—J-Degsanat, 


oputy Minister of Marine and Fisherien, 
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ADDRESS REPLY TO THE 
| | Seortvany Ore: oF noiaw Arrains 
OTTAWA, 


Sir,~ 

regarding twine sequigdé vy the Babine Indians for fisting 
purposes, I beg to say that on the 4th instant the follow 
ing telegram was sent to Messrs, Leckie at Vancouver B, 0. 
"Kindly ship at once to Fishery Dverseer Norrie, at Hazelton, 
"B. 0. fifty pounds mending twine for six ply Sockeye nets, 
"pest quality, for Indiang.* 


Your obedient servant, 


io 
(be A > iil i ‘Seoretary. 
Fur 4 


The Deputy Minister of Marine & Fisheries, 


Ottawas 
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I have to acknowledge the receiph of your letter of the 
20th ultine (No. 688), the contents of which have hegn meted. ft 
has been thought well te vend a copy of this comunication to 

A Ae Wo Yowell, the Indien Superintendent for BPitich Columbia, 
. with the request that he may commmionte with the Department if 
Y he hee anything to report in the premises, Mr. Vowel) hap jetely 


re visited the locality, and the matter may have been dram to bis 
| attention while he was there. 
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t. Pomme 


Canadian Pacific Railway Company’s Telegraph 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS 


All messages are received by this Company for transmission, subject to the terms and conditions printed 
on their Blank Form No, 2, which terms and conditions have been agreed to by the sender of the following 
Message, This is an unrepeated message, and is delivered by request of the sender under these conditions, 
¥. T. JENNINGS, Supt., Sudbury, Ont 
A. W. BARBER. Supt., Toronto, Ont. 


pt. Onlgary, Alte, INO. F. RICHARDSON, Supt., Montreal, Que. 
‘ianipeg, Man. ¥. J. MAHON, Supt., St. John, N. 


AS. KENT, 
Manager 12%, KET. Montreal. 


pas 
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June 10th, 19104 


Adverting to my letter of the 18th ultimo, 


in regard to the supply of nete to the Babine 
Indians, I may gay that I am just in reosipt of a 
communication from thé Seoretary of theDepartment of 
Indian Affaire, in whioh he explains that én the 
4th of the present month a telegram was sent to 
Mesere. Leckie at Vancouver by that Department, re- 
questing that fifty pounds of mending twine of the 
character desired should be immediately sent to 


Overseer Norrie. 


T am, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


® A Pound 


Por Superintendent of Fisheries, 


J. To WAlliome, Beaq., 
Insyeotor of Fisheries, 
Port Essington, 8. 


Department of Marine and F isheries/ RG 23, vol. 164 
Ministére de la Marine et des P&cheries File/Dossier 583, 
Part/partie | 


a if * 
*, at 
Ne a@ pisvt 
CANADA 


WZ of We Inypeclor of : ther Wd, 


a(Nenoowwe B.C. Hoven 7th 10 // 


IT herewith beg to make application to 
Deppetuent for new nets for She Babine Indiens, 
| @eming season of ISII, I enclose enact des - 
tiem of what is required, please order the nots 
sLeckie & Co 220 Cambie Street, Vancouver 8.0. 
ey have elvays supplied then and know what is 
rod, I may say that Pisher Overseer Norrie 
me that the eriginal agreement with the Ind 
ime in connection with the supply of nete,sas for 
| new ones to be supplied every three yeara,but the Ind- 
iens complained that the nete would not lest sere than 
years in spite of them being supplied with blue- 
stone te wash than in,and I instructed Mr Nerrie to 
meke @ personal inspection and report, this he 4id 
and reported to me that after two years wear the nets 


mn fresh noler 


vere uselews, Hence the present applicatien. 


I om Sir 
Yourebedient servent 


SD) Viiltenceeye 


Inspecteg of Figheries. 
¥.A. Pound Baq 


Dept of Marine & Fisheries, 
OTTAVA 
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November 16th, 1910, 


In acknowledging your letter of the 7th 
inetant, explaining that the Nete supplied the Babine 
Indiane will not 146% more than two years, though 
they may by using great care, on account of their 
being operdted continually in fresh water, and for- 
warding a requisition for new Nete required for 
next aeason, I may say that ae such Nete are pro- 
vided by the Department of Indian Affare, I have 
sent Overseer Norrie's requisition to that Depart~ 
ment for the necessary action by it, 


I am, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


¥W A Found 


‘ 


Por Superintendent of Fisheries, 


d, ame, Eeq., 
Inspector of Fisheries, 
Vancouver, 8.0, 
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Adyerting to $revious correspondence, in 


regard to supplying Nete to the Babine Indians, 

you will remember that &@t the time it was decided by 
your Department to furnish these Indians with such 
Nete as they might require from time to tire, it 

was considered that the Nete, if properly treated, 
would last for three seasons, 

It appears, however, that when used 
entirely in fresh water the Nets will not last lon- 
ger than two yeare, and I beg to enclose herewith 
a requisition for new Nete,which will next year 
be needed by these Indians, submitted to this De- 
partment through the Inapector of Fisheries by the 


Local Fishery Overseer for that district, 


I am, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


A Johneton 


peputy Minister of Marine and Pisheries. 
ty Miniater, 
Department of Indian Affa® eae, 
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 DORESS REPLY TO THE 
Secretary Derr oF Iwoian ArFains 
OTTAWA 


CMS: aan See , i pd) y re nti 
Ottawa ,22nd November, 1910, 


sir, 

With reference to your letter of the 16th instant, rega 
nets for the Babine Indians, I have the honour to say that 
Mr T.F, Neelands,Inepector of Indian Agencies, Vancouver, 
has been requested to order the Sinem net lines and twine, alee | 
bluestone mentioned in the reqwisition which you enclosed 
from Mr Norrie,Local Pishery Overseer of Hazleton. The order 
is to be given to Messrs J, Leckie 0o,, of Vancouver,and ship~ 


ment is to be made to Mr Norrie at once. It is assumed that 


when he receives the consigmment he will see that the nets, ete 


are a rs to the Indiane, 


Your obedient servan, 


- 


Asst. Deputy @ Secretary, 


The Deputy Minister of Marine 
& Fisheries, 
Ottawa, 
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Noverber 26th, ,1919. 


with further reference to your letter of 
the 7th, inetant, in regard to supplying nets to the 
Babine Indiane for next season, this Departnent ie 
now in réoeipt of a communtoation from that of Indian 
Affaire, in which it is explained that Mr. T. F,. 
Neelande, the Inepeotor of Agencies at Vancouver, 
has been instructed to order the nesessary neta and 
twine, ase well as bluestone, which was asked for in 
the Req iisition from Overseer Norrie,and that the 
order for these artiaier has been given to the 
Messre, d. Leokie 0o., of Vanoouver, and shipment 
to Mr. Norrie will be made at onoe, 

You will please inetruct Overseer Norrie 
in regard to making the necessary arrangements for 
receiving these articles, and attending to their 


eare and delivery. 


I am, sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Wa A Found 


Por superintendent of Fisheries 


Ss %, Williams, Bada.» 
Inepeotor of Pishertes, 


Vansouver, Be Gs 
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I have your letter of the a2nd, instant, 
in which you explain that you have arranged for the 
necessary nets, twine and bluestone for the use of 
the Babine Indiane next season, to be delivered to 
Fishery Overseer Norrie, at Hazelton, on the under- 
atanding that he will arrange for ite delivery to 
the Indians, 

I have instructed the Inepeotor of Fish 
ertes to commnicate with Overseer Norrie in order 


that he may arrange ae desired by you, 


I am, bir, 


Your obedient servant, 


% 


a Jonneton 


Deputy Minister of Marine and Fisheries 


The Deputy Minister, 
Dept, of Indian Affaire, 
ee Se OR ae 
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Seemeramy Deer orinoian Arrains 


Ottawa, 6th December, jo10. 


Sir ,- 

Witn reference to vour letter of the 16th and the 
Department's reply of the 22nd ultimo regarding the nets etc. 
reauired for the Babine Indians, I beg to say that Mr. Neelande 
Inspector of Indian Agencies at Vancouver, who was requested 
to order the goods in Vancouver ant have them shipped to Mr. 
Norrie, the local PtrenervrOverseer at Hazelton, has reported 
that navigation on the Skeena River has closed and that the 
order will be held until the month of Marcn next. Mr. Neelande 
states that if shipment were made now, the goods would be 
held at Prince Rupert until the opening of navigation in the 
Srring and that they might, while at Rrince Rupert he damaged 
or totally destroved. I have the nonor to request that you 


wit) kindiv state whether this arrangement Will be’ satisfacto 


1) Atpwoura @eem that under the circumatances it is not possible 


4! to exe any other action. 
A \f iy { 


Your obedient servant, 


= “ > 
* « * 


Asst. Beputy and Secretary. 


The Deputy Minister of Marine and Fisheries, 


Ottawa. 
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December 14th. 1910, 


I beg to acknowledge your letter of the 
6th, instant, explaining that your Inspeator of 
Indian agencies at Vancouver infomas you that 1% 
will not be possible to forward the nets for the 
us of the Babine Indians to Overseer Norrie at 
Hagelton until the opening of navigation in the 
Spring. 

while there would be no objection on the 
part of this Department to such an arrancement 1% 
would seem better if the nets were sent +o Inspaotor 
Williams, who 1s spending the Winter in Vanaouver, 

as he o0uld take them north vith him when he g°os 

there in the Spring, and hand them over to Overacer 
Norrie, who would arrange or their delivery to the 
Indiana, 

If thie course i6 satisfactory to you 
and you eo inform me I shall be glad to give the 
necessary instructions +o Inspector Williame to 
arrange to take delively of tHe nets. 


t Ai, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


A Johnaton 


Department of Marine and F isheries/ RG 23, vol. 164 
Ministére de la Marine et des Pécheries File/Dossier 583, 
Part/partie 1 


Ottawa, 19th December, 1920 


In reply to your letter of the 14th instant, No. 
§83 regarding the nets required for the use of the Babine 
Indians, an order for which has been given to Messrs. J. 
Leckie Co, Limited, of Vancouver; I beg to say that it will 
be satisfactory to this Department to have the nets sent to 
Inspector Williams (who is spending the winter in Vancouver ) 
in order that he may take them north with him in the spring 
and hand them over to overseer Norrie, who will arrange for 
their delivery to the Indians. I beg to say, however, 
that Messrs. Leckie & Oo. have had to send to Emgland for 


the nets, and it is therefore not known at present whether 


they bo have them in time to hand over to Mr. Williams, 


ds, Inspector of Indian Agencies, at Vancouver 


tructed to endeavour to make arrangements in the 
aap, Salm 
, 
yy 


Y Your obedient servant, 


F 


Asst. Deputy and Secretary. 


The Deputy Minister of Marine & Fisheries, 
Ottawa, Ont. 
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December ASrd, 1910, 


Adverting to previons correspondente in 
regard +o the supplying of nets by the Department 
Of Indian Affaira for the Babine Indians, I may sav 
that. this Department has had some further corresa« 
pondence with the Department 1). question on the 
subject, As it appears that the nets wili not be 
avaliable for some months yot, the Department of 
Indian Affaire has heen requested to nave the note 
handed over to yvony in order that you may take then 
with you when you «oO north next Spring and have 
them forwarded to Overseer Norrie, 

Mr, Neelands, the Inspector of Indian 
Agensies at Vancouver, will arrance wityvou in 


regard to the matter, 


I an, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


For Superintendent of Fisheries, 


d. 2, wWilaidine, Heq, 
/ tnepedtor or Fisheries, 


Vancouver, B. OG. 
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Extract of Mr, Horan's letter of Nov. 1/To 


~- You will aleo please find enclosed a 
copy of two letters sent on this date to Rev. Father 
Gooola 0, M. I. and to Mr. A. MoAlien, the newly app- 
ointed indian agent who resides at Fort Fraser. 


. 


-~ > ~ ~~ poting on the instruetions contained in 
‘your letter of the 6 Sept. I started to go north and 
got as far as Quesnel where I decided that I would not 
make the attempt to go in this fall for the reason that 
even were it possible to get through and back this 
season no good could be done for the indians by the 
time I got there be gone almost to a man, as the fish 
ing season would be almost over and none but the old 
people would be left on the fishing grounds. But the 
main reason for not undertaking the trip was on account 
of no feed for my horee, for I would have to make the trip 
in with a horse and buggy or use one saddle horse and 
@ pack horse, at this time of the year it would be 
impossible for one horse to pull in enough grain and 
feed. tenteed,bim on the trip. after giving the matter a 
ist of thought I decided to wait till the feed would 
start in the spring say about the I5 of May when I 
ould get through without any difficulty and in the 
meantime arrange with the Rev. Pather Goovula 0. M. I. 

@ man who hae a great influence over the indians. and 
with whom I have an aquataince, for his co-operation 
and to I Wh Me S mentns shane ent date, This 
gentleman was to a great éxtent 
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vin dsiddane ent the oomanay 1 tenes sv noriaaiin 60 669 
and enlist hie services, for I have no intention of 
doing anything rashly in this matter. Me. MoAlien the 
newly appointed indian agent 1s I a told a good man 

and one whom the indians listen to, I am certain that 
should I be fortunate enough to secure these two men I 
will have no trouble at all in getting from the indians 
good terms in a freindly way. In the spring there are 
two ways open for me to go in, one ie to drive in by 


way of waggon road to Fraser Lake and the other to 


go to FT. George and follow the Nechace River trail to 
stoney Creek but a good deal will depend om what arr- 
angements I make with Mr. McAllen and Father docola. 
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Extract TOM», Horan's letter aug, 28/10 


— + ~.When I was in Ft, George a great manber 
of people complained to me of the way the indians were 
barricading the river at Praser Lake and chancing to 
meet Mr. Cameron on his way back to the hatchery I 
asked him to be good enough to make inquiries and let 
me know just what was taking place up there, I send 
you hie reply which fully corroborates what I had heard, 
in this case it is the salmon that they stop on their 
way to the spawning grounds, and as Mr. Cameron states 
they fenee both ends of Fraser Lake so as to stop all 
fish from passing.» - - - °~~™> 
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Extract from Mr. Gameron's letter to mr, Horan 


fuly 3/T0 


At your request I drop you a few lines 
regarding trap fishing at Fraser Lake. The indians in 
the fishing season have traps in the rivers at both 
ends of Fraser Lake fencing the rivers all the way 
across making an attempt to stop all fish getting past. 
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cama 


WY hiv of We. Iaspreclor of i Spshovios 


_al Wen Wootminater Deo 28/10 // 


y. B. Cunningham, Eeq., 
Supt. Fish Culture, 
Dept. Marine and Fisheries, 


Ottawa. 


, re Sir;- 


IW DT seo Raney remember our discussion when 
were here, Mr .Huvan'e report as the indians fencing 
in the Stuart Lake country. 

He wrote me on the 28 of Aug. to which 
I replied on 6 of Sept,., and he again wrote me on 
Ist Nov..?fhe enclosed copies of extracts from the 
eorrespondence will give you full information. 

The fencing complained of would not as 
I had imagined affect the mipply for the Stuart Lake 
Hatchery but it will probably be as well to make some 
arrangement similar to what Inspector Williané made with 
the Babine indians to protect the Fraser Lake spawning 


Your obedient servant, 


Inspeotor of Fisheries, 
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January 4th, 1910, 


I beg to acknowledge your report of the 
33rd, ultimo, forwarding copies of extracts from 
lettors addressed to you by Mr, Horan, in regard to 


the barricades which it apveare were biilt by, the 


Indians in the River flowing out of Praser Beke, 


and I observe your opinion that it may b@ necessary 

tO make 4 similar arrangement with the Indians there 
to that *hioh was made with the Babine Indiane sone 

yoara Aco, $9 induce them to give up the pernicions 

method ofbarricading the Babine River. 

The great objection, as you ars no douht 
aware, 0 barrioading by the Indiane i that not 
only are all the fish prevented from ascending the 
River during the tine that the Indians are capturing 
them in quantities to suit their own needs 3; but 
in nearly every instance the Indians gare leasly 
leave the barricades after their fishing is ocon- 
pleted, am ae a consequence salmon during the whole 
season are prevented from getting beyond it in any 
munbers, 

If arrangements can be made throueh the 
Indian Ageney with Pather Gocola or the Indiane 


' direstiy to atop barricading, it 1s eminently de- 
ae al sirable 
Dear Brora, Req, 
Inayeotor of Fisheries, 


New Westminster, B. 0. 
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desirabie that suoh shold be done ; but the 
Indians must be given to unierstand that the poem 
nielous practioe of barrinrading atreame freqidnted 
by ®powning Salmon #411 under no otroumatances be 
allowed to be contin, 

It 14 not desirable to extend the practioas 
of allowing ovon @ Limited amoont of netting by the 
Indians in those upper waters, such as was done in 
the Babine River under the extraordinary conditions 
existing there, if there ie any way of avotding 
euch doontingensty, 

AS the season ie now over nO tronblie will 
b® experienced until next yerr, and it appears 


from Mr, Horan's letter of the let. November last 


that he antidipate, being abla 40 get into tovwoh 


with the Indian authorities early in the qoning 
season, when some arrangement may be made to prevent 
the oontinuanoe of the practice, 

It 19 ominontiy nesesenry that the matter 
shold be carefully followed an‘ you vill please 
keep it vlesrly in mind, in order that 1t may he 


taken up with the least possibis Olay in the Svuring, 


I am, Sir, 


Your Obedient servant, 


¥ oA Found 


For Superintendent of Pisheries, 
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Glintom Deo. 27/f0 


CG. B. Sword, Esq., 
Inspector of Fisheries, 
New Westminster. 


Dear sair;- 

Your letter of the 23rd inst received in 
which you ask if when in Ft. George I heard of any 
Indians berricading the Stuart River so as to intefere 
with the salmon getting up into Stuart Lake to spawn. In 
anewer I beg to state I did and moreover my information 
reseived from an eye witness is that more damage is done 
in thie river than at Fraser Lake for the reason that 
they prevent a large mmber of salmon from entering the 
lake which has a bad effect on the hatehery above. In 
thie réver I am told they do just as they do in the 
Wechaco River ,vis; they barricade the full width 
of the stream and consequently have at their mercy 
absolutely all the fish that pass up stream. In my letter 
to you of Aug. 28th I mentioned only Fraser Lake for the 
reason that Mr. Cameron's way home lay by Fraser Lake 
and consequently could make a personal inspection » and 
at that time I wanted enly absolute facts, for I paid 
but little attention to the reports I heard in Ft. 
George until fhe receipt of Mr. Cameron's report. 

I have the honor to be, 
, Bir, 
Your obedient servant, 
agd H. P. Horan 
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Wy hiv if Mer. bn) berhiy yf ‘ Yishevws 


a yeu Westminster Dec. 31/10 /7 


¥. H. Cunninghem, £sq., 
Supt. Fish culture, 
Department Marine and Fisheries, 


Ottawa 


After writing you on the 25rd inst. with 
extracts from Mr. Horan's reports as to the inteference 
by the indiane to prevent salmon reaching their spawning 
grounds in the Stuart; Lake country, I wrote him for 
more specific information in regards to the Stuart River 
itself and enclose copy of his reply. 


Your obedient servant, 
0 V4 Marri 


Ineapector of Fisheries. 
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Stumet lake Agency 
Fraser Lake, Jan. 22nd, 1911 


Sir;- 


3 beg to state that I have received a communicate 


ion from H. P. Horan, Baq., Dom. Fishery Inep.,Clinton, B.C. 
atating his Department had been informed that the Indians 
in my Agency were using barricades in the rivers for the 
purpose of catching salmon and asking him to adjust the 
matter. Mr. Horan asks for my co-operation in securing a 
satisfactory arrangement. 

I would like to have the Department's advice and 
instruction in this matter. I may state that I had concluded 
that the Fishery Department must have been well aware long 
ago that the Indiane here fished with fences and baskets, 
and that the Government recognised their claims in this re- 
spect when they compensated the Babine Indians with land 
etc. to abandon the barricade method of fishing at that 
point, 

The Indians in my Agency claim that 2/8 of their 
food supply is fish; that they have always fished salmon 
with fences and baskets and that they know of no other 
method of obtaining sufficient supply for their purposes. 

If the Indians are breaking the law the adjust- 
ment of the trouble will have to be handled very carefully 
and with absolute justice to the Indians or nasty complicat- 
fone will occur, 

At the present tame settlement is forcing the In- 
diane back on to their reserves,curtailing lotsa of their old 
privileges and causing in some instances strained relations 
between them and the whites. So that the present is not a 
vexy opportune time to propose any changes in the Indians’ 

‘ fishing 


qd. D, Mohean,Esq., 


Aas’. Deputy, Dept. Ind. a Yu 
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fishing methods,unless satisfactory to themselves. Any 
arbitrary measures would be strongly resented. 

Por the information of the Department I may state 
that on saceount of being an off year with the salmon no 
barricades will be erected this year. 

Awaiting your reply, 


I have eto., 


Respectfully Yours, 
Me. 
W. J,.Allan, 


Act'g Ind, Agent 
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FISHEF” 
Mat 17 ial 


CO... * «DENCE 
LETTER wave 34 72. 


4 > 
Olan arim® 
CAMADA, 


Ottawa, 14th. March, 1912, 


Sirz- 
A Goumunication has been received from Mra W. Jo uéh | 
Allan,Indien Agent ,Praser Eake, B. 0., of date tle andy 
January last, a copy of which is enclosed herewith, relating 
to dinatructione which it would appear have been received 


. He) P, Horan, Dominion Fishery Inspector, Clinton 
jon the subject of the methods used by the Stuart 


ica 0 to catch the salmon required for their needi, 
f It would appear from Mr. McAllen's letterjas well 
off statements made by Rev, A. G. Morioe, who resided at 
Stuart Lake for a number of years, and by Rev. Father Bellot 
the present Missionary there, that a condition of affaires 
ste in the Stuart Lake district similar to that which exe 
4 fr. at Babine and which led to a conference being held in 
‘November, 1906, the Minister of Marine, the Supt.General of 
Indien Affaire and representation of both Department being 
present along with Rey. Father Coceola and two Indian Chiefs 
from Babine, By referring to the decision arrived at as the 
result of these mevoncsseleniey da will be seen that your Depart# 
ment agreed to relax the fishery regulations in the Babine 
districtyto euch an extent as to admit of a sufficient amount 
of netting being permitted fn the river as to enable the 
Indians there to obtain their required food oupplygshe coat 
of 
Alex. Johnson, Beq.4 
Deputy Minister of Marine and Fisheries 


9A Ph Mh tin 4 
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of the nets to be borne by thés Department and instructions 
as to the best manner of using them to be given by officers 
of your Department, 

Rey,Mesers, Morice and Bellot both refer to the 
fact that it ie an absolute necessity for the Indians of 
Stusrt Lake district, who have no occupation such as packing 
to fall back upon, that they be allowed to fish for salmon 
as they have done for generatione,. 

Aa the reports received by the Department indicate 
that a necessity existe in the Stuart Lake district for the 
relaxation of the regulations of your Department to the same 
extent as they were relaxed at Babine, may I ask whether an 
arrangement can be come to for the Indians in question, similar 
to that come to with regard to the Babine Indiane in 1906, 

It will be seen by reference to Mr,MeAllan's letter 
that this being an off year with the salmon no barricades 
will be erected thie year, 


Your obedient servant, 


re 


Assistant Deputy Superintendent General 
and Secretary of Indian Affairs, 
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I beg to acknowledge your letter of the 
18th. inetant, in regard to the barricading oper- 
atione which have been carried on by the Stuart 
Lake Indiane, and I carefully note your reasons 
for suggesting the desirability of entering into 
an arrangement similar to that reached some years 
with the Babine Indians, 

The public interest, as you are fully 
aware. calle for the most adequate protection of 
Salmon which have succeeded in making their way to 
the spawning areas in the upper reaches of the 
different streams, and the ‘pepartment views with 
grave apprehension any interference with them there, 
though there ean be no question that netting oper- 
ations are vastly more desirable than the building 
of barricades, as by such practically all] fish are 
precluded from ascending beyond them, 

I am causing a full report on the whole 
matter to be obtained from the Chief Inspector of 
Fisheries for the Provinee, and ae soon as such is 
available I shall again communicate with you on the 
subject. 

I am, bir, 
Your obedient servant, 
A Johneton 


Deputy Minieter of varine and Pisher ies, 
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Thie Department i# in receipt of a letter 
from that of Indian Affaire in regard to the prac- 
tioe of the Stuart Lake Indians, of oatehing their 
@applies of balmon by barrioading the River, 

It appeara that Fishery Guardian Horan has 
been taking the matter up with the Indian Agent, and 
that the most feasible method of dealing with the 
diffioulty would be to adopt the course that was 
taken in connection with the Babine Indians, vis: 
to allow them,netwithetanding that the Regulations 
provhibit the use of nets above the ebb and flow of 
the tide, to use sufficient nets to eapture enough 
Salmon for their own food purposes, the nets them- 
selves being provided the Indians free of cost by 
the Department of Indian Affairs. 

Prom the information available it would 
appear that the Stuart Lake Indians have, practicaily 
from time immemorial, been in the habit of oatoning 
their supplies of fish by means of barricades, and 
that the/know n@ other method of fishing. 

It aleo appeare that there ie at the present 
time, a good deal of unrest amonget theee Indians, 
ama'that it te desirable tq handle this difficulty 


with the ones oare, 


» Boa., 
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_Madie 18 te rogrettanie to nave to inter 
: operations of the Indians, whion may 
ied on by them for generations, the 

public invarant mast be Peapeoted, and the conditions 
are such a6 to 6813 for Salmon being given 4 free 
aceess to their spawn ing grounds in the upper 
waters of the tatters etromne, and under no oir 
cumstances ould the nt permit barricades 
to be contitinted to be operated, as the evidence 
before it olearly shows that in such instances 
where barricades are used, practiea@liy all salmon 
are prevented from getting beyond them, as the 
Indians go to not pains to make openings in these 
barricades, or to remove them even after a aufficient 
supply of fish for their own needs ha® been taken. 

It would be regrettable to enlarge the | 
precedent at the Babine if such could be avoided; 
but of course the method followed there would be 
moh preferable to barficading. 

The Department has no information as to 
the sise or character of the River where the stuart 
Lake Indians barricade it, and I should therefore 
be obliged for a full report from you, embracing 
your Yesommendations in the premises af Boon 46 


possible. 


tT am, bir, 
Your obedient servant, 


Wia A Found 


Por superintendent of Fisheries 


a 
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FILE No 585 


Sir, 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your peter 
of the 2Ist.ult.baving reference to the fishing 
operations as conducted by Indians at Stewart Lake,pud 
in reply to state that I have arranged for Guardigp 
Horan to visit New Westminster,and I will go inte tats 
question with him.You are quite correct im stating 
there is considerable unrest amongst these Indiana” 
y\t is a question which needs'to be handled very carefhlly 
Ny /gt@ avoid trouble; but my information is such that the 


y Department can rely on the Guardian in question hagm@Agng 


this matter in a satisfactory mannergand which cam Hh 

y more easily done if we cam gain the sympathy of Peter 
Cacola on the Departments sidegin any event,tme pedi ’ 
‘possible arrangements will be made te met’ the régnl ye men 
of bot® the Indians and the conservation @f the Palnon : 
Fisheries, 
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Ottawa, April 123th, 1911, 


to acknowledge receipt of your letter 

of the 3rd inpt » making reference to the fishing 
operations conducted by Indians at, Stewart Lake, and 
I note that you have arranged for Guardian Horan 

to visit New Westminster for the purpos®6 of consi- 
dering the matter. 

I have to request that you keep this 

matter to the fore front, and advise me as to 


anything that occurs in this connection, 


I am, 8ir, 


Your obedient servant, 


W A Found 


For Superintendent of Fisheries. 


yo 


F. H. Gunningham, Esq., 
Inepeotor of Fisheries, 
\ New Weetminster, B. 0. 
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FORT ST. JAMES, STURET*S LAKE B,C. 
Fes. 11/12 


H.P. Horan, Esq. 
Clinton, B.C.. 


My dear Sime 

In coming home from Hazeltom and other poohts 
of this immense district,I find yours of the @7th Dec, enclosing 
one of Nov. lst... with regard to barricades erected by the 
Indians in our lakes, At once I sent for the Chiefs and 
principal men of the bandsjand showed them the necessity of 
ceasing the erectiom of these obdstructiona to the gona 
asked them what means could be adopted to secure their livelihood 


in the future, 

Salmon is the only means that the Indians dould 
dependi on at present, as they do not only use 1t as food, but alsa 
as a bait: for the precious fur bearing animals, 

We have no game like Iver, Caribo@ or Moose im 
this neighborhood, frost and draughts during the two past years, 
have brought to rg or tg serious attempts in farming; the forest | 
fire caused by the ur of white people, surveyors,. prospectors,. 
and land stakegs,drove fur game out of the country,and our Indians | 
are on the verge of skuxrxatium destitutiom, some receive rations 
from the Department,but I dislike the idea of feeding people like 
calves: in the coral, 

Stuart Lake people promise me to abandon the 
Darricades om the followsing conditions, 
ist. fhat the Government will consent to open and provide 
a boarding schook for their childrem, boys and girls,where at 
least their offspring would be free from starvation,and §et 
parents; free to go to their trappings as far as game san be 
foumi,which they could not de if all the family had to be packed! 
er follow. 
2nd That nets of lst clas lity,, 250° long 9* wide,and . 


twine enough for mending same,would be handed) to each family or to 


eanh persom alone providing for himself, these nets to be renewed 
at reasonable intervals, 

ra.: Fishing with nets in a rocky and rough bed’ or bottom 

being very uncertaim, three: fishing stations should be secured hy 

the Deputtment for them, fhe first fishing station to be on the 

Pelgha sm@lh lake; northwest of nonaeies ee i not far from Stuart 

Lak@,. The second om Tese-Rha Lake,. north © bi 

third! on Wehoum 11 Lake: on the McLeod's traiA,. about seven miles 
from Stuart Bake. 

Sth Farm implements of alll desoription and seeds to be 
givem to alli those who like to make serious use of them 


This is what I have to say for the Stuart Lake 
Indians, and I am under the impression that Praser Lake and 
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nohe village,and the | 


ff 


Stoney Rukex Creek people will give up barricades on tizmmmx sa 
conditions. 

This is my itinery programme for coming Spring, 
First part of May going to Ft.. George, second part, Stoney 
Creek, early in June, Praser Lake, and then Stuart Lake and 
Babine, I should be very glad to meet you at any of the said 
camps,but you may come at any time to “epae with the indians, 
who will be advised to do so,according 8 Above conditions, 


without me being presentythoughg I would be glad to be present 
to make matters easy for yous 
Yours faithfully 
(sugned’) N. Gaccola, 
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(1, Wy hie of Me Ipspectoy y : Ioherivs, 
al Wen Westminster, By Aprs 18/7 I 


PILE Mo 583 


Sir, 


In reply to the Departmental letter of the / 


2Qist. ult.. referring to barricades as used by the Indians © 

in the Stuart river, and to my letter of the 3ra\, inst.. 

informing the Department that arrangements had been made 

for Guardian Horan to visit New Westminster,and go into 

this question with me, I may say that this has been done, | 

and I now beg to submit the following information on this 
_ very important subject,= 

There are three bands of Indians to deal 
with,, known as the Stuart lake band,, Fraser Lake vand,. 
and the Stoney Creek band, although .they all come under the 
jurisdiction of the Indian Agent at Fraser lake, 

The barricades are located! in the Stuart 
river, about # of a mile from the lake of the same name, 
and extend right across the stream,blocking it entirely 
to the ascent of any fish. ‘These barricades are placed) ' 
in shallow water,about 3' in depth,and on the upper side | 
of the barricades,large willow baskets or crates are 

placed 
Dept. of Marine and Fisheries, 
Ottawa, Onte. 
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placed, and connected with the parricade by a flume 
in the shape of a funnel,wnich is about 3* in 
diameter. These paskets or crates are sunk in about | 
Lo” of water,so that the length of the funnel: would 
depend upon the depth at which 10% of water would be 
found above the varricade, ‘These paskets will 
contain anywnere from five to ten thousand fish, snd 
the only means the Indians have of removing the fish 
therefrom are by the use lof spears.. These warricade 
are in positiom,and ready to capture fish about the 
end of August,and remain in position rignt through 4 
the Season,and are not even removed by the Indiansy 
this work being done vy the Spring fresnets . 
This is not the case with the baskets or crates, which 
are removed wnen the fishing cease,as they take 
considerable time to make,and are of some value. 

The Stuart river 18 about forty miles in 
length, taking 4ts rise in the Stuart lake,and 
emptying into the Nechaco,and 4t is estimated that 


uf3 of the Sockeye run up the N@cnaco, cont inues en 
MMA LON, 


up Stuart river, and the palance of the run head 
for Fraser lake. 
fe Indians look upon the use of these sag 
parricades as & moral rignt,. and state that their 
living depends upon the capture of fish by this means 
and they view with displeasure, any suggest ions mate: 
t@ 
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proniviting the use of the same by them, 


Guardian Horan has corresponded with the Reverend’ — 


Father Coccola on the question of abandoning the use of 
barricades: in the Stuart river,and he states the 
conditions on which the Stuart lake Indians will agree 
to this action,are as follows,= 
* ist. That the Government will consent to open 
and provide a boarding school for their children, boys 
and girls,where at least their offspring would be free 
from starvatien,and let parents free to go to their 
trappings as far as game can be found,which they could 
not do if all the family had to be packed or follow. 

2nd,. That nets of lst class quality,250" long, 
91 widey. and twine enoug®.for mending same ,would be 
handed to each family,or to each person alone providing 
for himself, these nets to be renewed at reasonable 
intervalss. 

3rd. Fishing with nets in a rocky and rough bed or 
bottom being very uncertain,three Fishing stations 
should be secured by the Department: for them, The first 
station to be af the Pelgha amall lake,northwest of 
Tachi~Rha lake, north of Pinche village, and the third! 
on Wehoum 11 lake on the McLeod's trail,about sevem 
Miles from Stuart exes 

4th Farm implements of all description and seed i 

to be given to all those who like to make serious use of 


them. 
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with reference to the providing of a boarding 
School for the young Indians, I understand that several 
of the children belonging to the stuart lake pand, are 
now attending the William's Lake Industrial school... 

Coming to the question of the Fraser Lake 
Indians,it appears there are two bands: interested here, 
viz,~ The Fraser Lake pand and the Stoney Creek pand. 
Fraser Lake is one of a chain of lakes,ani empties int@ 
the main Nechaco river, through what is known as the little 
Nechaco,a small stream of about two miles in length. The 
parricades are placed in this small stream at the east end 
of the Lake by the Fraser Lake dand,and in the Stelako 
riverat the west end,by the Stoney Creek band,thus you 
will notice that what few fish escape the parricades at 


the east end,are captured by the parricades at the west 


ende (xt is not however,possible for Salmon to ascend the 


stelako river for any great distance,as there are natural 
opstructions which prevent the Sainon From ascending te 
yrancois Lake wut there | is no question that such Salmon 
as are caught by the varricades in this river,are 
ascending for the purpose ef spawning in the river,after 
naving ripened in Fraser Lake,and are therefore captured’ 
practically rignt on the spawning veds. 

The barricades of the Fraser Lake are precisely 
the same as those described as peing used in the stuart: 
river,and they may possibly be a little more destructive, 
as the streams are smaller,and the barricades oan ve made | 
more affective. 

My information is to the effect that there is @ 


fairly 


on 
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fairly large run of Sockeye to the Fraser Lake spawning — 
grounds,but of course the results are rendered practic 
nil by the use of these barricades. There is no 
wonder that the Sockeye run of the Fraser river,is 
decreasing year by year,when this Slaughter of parent 
fish is considered, and the only feasible reason 
that oan be given for such fish as do reach the 
spawning grounds,is that they have ascended the river 
pefore the barricades have been placed in position, 

I consider that Guardian Horan is a very 
suitable Officer to act on behalf of the Department,. 
in arranging for the removal of these barricades, the 
solution of which must be arrived at im an amicable 
manner ». 

As I understand it, the only concessions granted 
the Babine Indians was that each family was allowed 100* 
of Gilinets, $0 meshes deep,and that such nets were to be 
renewed’ as occasion requiredjand in additiom thereto, 


twine to repair the same was supplied. 


I enclose herewith, copy of R@v.. Father Ooccola’s | 


letter to Guardian Horan,se@&ting forth the demands made 
by the bands of Indians interested,and which I am 
inclined’ to think,1s strongly supported by him 
It would be necessary for Guardian Horam to meet 
the Indians: interested about the end of May,or the 
beginning 
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of June,and which would coincide with Father Coccola’s : 
itinerazy asstated in his letter,and it would be 
absolutely necessary that Guardian Horan should be 
eqaipped with a communication from the Department: of 
Marine and Fisheries, setting forth very plainly,what 
concessions the Department of the Interior would agree 
to,in lieu of the use of barricades,and it would of cours 
expedite: and simplify the matter if Father Caccola was 
present at the Meetings. 

It is further suggested that ir nets do supplant 
the barricades, that the Indians should if possible, 
be brought under the Fishery regu¥ations in 80 far as the 
regular weekly close time is concerned,or that the 
Indian Agent should be asked to see that the nets are 
removed from the water just as soon as 2 sufficient 
number of fist have been caught: for the different 
families, 

I furthe¥ understand that Indian McAllamwho has 
Charge of these Indians,will act: with ur, Horan,. and has | 
expressed his willingness to Tender all possible 
assistance of an amicable settlement of the question, 

After having gone thoroughly into this matter,¢ 
Teel that it 1s absolutely necessary that the barricades 
should ve removed, and if further: concessions in excess of 
supplying: nets,are demanded, that the Department should go 
as far as possible in Meeting the same,as the condition 
af the Salmon fishery of the Fraser river,needs aln 


protection, 
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protection and conservation possible in the direction 
of parent fish reaching their spamming nedse 

we [+ showing the necessity for the removal of 

| natural obstructions,as well as artificial ones,t 
may refer to a Fall in the upper reaches of the: Fraser 
river,up which I am informed’ that a very small 
percentage of Salmom are able to asceniyand that 
thousands of sockeyes: contime to attempt the ascent,, 
until so weakened,they finally succumbgdrift down the: 
streamand the waters and banks are polluted by them. 
I am inquiring fully into this matterg and hope to be 
able to supply the Department with photographs, which 
I trust will show existing conattiongy | I am strongly 
of the opiniom that if these natural obstructions are 
made passable to the Salmongand the barricades: removedy, 
and every assistance given the Salmon to reach their 
spawning grounds,there need not be moh fear for the 
future of the Sockeye rum in the Fraser river,and that 
the results would show an anmal increase instead of a 
decrease in this valuable fishery. You will appreciate. 
that to make the results of any negotiations applicable | 
to the run of Salmon this Seasomthat immediate | 
action must be taken to provide me with instructions 
to Guardian Horan,and which mst be decisive and 
explicit,as to the extent to which the Department: will 
go,as it will ve necessary for him to finally settle 
the: 
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the matter by signing the agreement on the spoti, and 
also that the Indian Agent’ may assure the Indians of 
a supply of net@ for this Sedson*# fishingsin the 


event of a satisfactory arrangement for the abolishment 
of barricades, 


T am, Sir. 


Your obedient servant 


| Chief Inspector of Tisheries, 
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RE BARRICADING THE STUART AND FRASTR RIVERS BY THE 


~ MEMORANDUM - 


STUART LAKE, FRASER LAKE AND STONEY CREUK INDIAN 
BANDS 


A few years ago the Departient establish~ 
ed a fish hatehery at Stuart Lake, which is the 
source of the Fraser River ; but it has continually 
found great difficulty in obtaining a sufficient 
quota of eggs to fill the hatehery, and it has been 
necessary to largely draw from Babine Lake, across 
the water shed, which is one of the sources of 
the Babine River, a tributary of the Skeena. 


On looking for the reasons for so few 

fish finding their way up to Stuart Lake, though 

it was known that they had ascended far up the 
Fraser, it was found that the practice which some 
years ago was followed by the Babine Indians in 

the Babine River, is being and has,for generstions, 
pean practiced by the Bands of Indians above 
mentioned, not only in the Stuart River but in 

the Lower Nechaeco River, which flows out ofPraser 
Lake, and into which iver the Stuart River empties. 


This most nefarious method of fishing 
is 6xceedingly difficult to stop, as the Indians 
in these remote portions ot the country have 
never practiced any other, and on account of the 
comparatively little work involved after the 
barricades are erected, they are not anxious. to 
avail themselves of more modern methods. 


The barricades , which are usually made 

of willows or other small trees, are. built right 

across the River at a place where it is shallow, 
usually not deeper than three feet, and here and 
there in such barricades there are openings which 
lead through a Kind of funnel to receptacles, 
Called baskets , but which are really traps, which 
hold variously from 5,000 to 10,000 Salmon, and 
as the Salmon find their way into these baskets 
the Indians take them out by means of a spear, 
at thoir leisure. 


In cases where: the fish are tnt great 
numbers the quantity which the Indians require for 
their food, wovld not matter so much if they 
covld be depended upon to carry on the: fishing in 
a@ sane way ; but owing to their indolent habits 
when they cater sufficient fish for their own 
purposes they simply stop fishing, sometimes remov-— 
ing the baskets, which are more difficult to make 
than the barricades, so that they may save them 
for another year ; but they lesve the barricades 
themselves, which block the fish and prevent them 
from reaching their spawning grourids. A glance at 
the map will show what this involves #0 Taras 
the Fraser River is concerned, 


Salmon 
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Salmon, from their instincts, when they 
leave the sea for spawning purposes, do not rest 
until they find the gtawlly beds of the herd qaters 
of the different streams, and a great number of 
them sucewnb in the endeavour to reach such 
areas and before they have spawned, as they do 
not feetafter entering the River and the conditions 
of the country are such that the Rivers have 
rapids and falls to be overcome which tax the fish 
to their limit, so that only the strongest event— 
ually reach the head waters, and if these are not 
allowed to spawn the extermination of the Salmon 
fishery must necessarily be only a matter of timd, 
and therefore the method is clearly not in the 
permanent interests of the Indians themselves, 
as the resu!t will be that in the course of time 
they will have to find some other means of obtain~ 
ing supplies of food, 


The Minister will remember that a similar 
difficulty ; but mobe:° serious in its apvéarance, 
as the Endians had taken on a belligerent attitude, 
was experienced in 1906 with the Babine Indians, 
when the Department undertook to prevent them from 
barricading the Babine River, and thus preventing 
the ascending Salmon from reaching their spawning 
grounds in Babine Lake. 


At that time representatives of the 

Indians , accompanied by Father Caccola, who is 
the Missionary amongst these Indians, came to 
Ottawa, and after conferences with the Ministertand 
Honourable Mr. Oliver, an agreement was reached, 
whereby this Department agreed to waive the pro- 
vieion of the Fisheries Act prohibiting the taking 
of Salmon above tidal waters, and to allow the 
Babine, Indians to take such fish as they might 
require. and as they had been accustomed to take, 
with nets, which were to be freely supplied them 
by the Department of Indian Affairs. They were 
also to be supplied with mending twine for their 
nets and with new nets from time to time as they 
were needed, and this Department undertook to in- 
struet them in the fishing of the nets through 

the ice in the Winter, if such were engared in. 
There vere some other arrangements in the way of 
supplying them with additional land to enable 

them to carry on farming operations ; but such was 
entirely between the Indians and the Department 

of Indian Affairs. 


The result of this arrangement has been 
pre-eminently satisfactory, as not only have the 
Indians each year succeeded in obtaining a suffic- 
tient supply of Salmon for their needs ; but 
the spawning beds in the Skeena River have been 
amply seeded, and 1t is generally admitted by the 
canners in that district that there was last 
year a substantial inerease in the run of Salmon 
to the Skeena River, which the Canners attribute 
to the Salmon having four years ago, for the firat 
time, been enabled to reach their spawning groums . 
in the Babine Lake. 


It 
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It: is, of course, well established, that 
Sockeyes come back as mature Salmon four years 
from the time of hatching. 


When the barricading was found to obsain 
in the Stuart and the Nechacco Rivers, the De~ 
partment knowing the necessity for approaching 
the matter with the greatest caution, instructed 
the Inspector of Fisheries to have the Local 
Guardian visit the locality and fully discuss the 
matter with the [ndians and Father Cacoola, and see 
if 1% would not be possible to amicably arrange 
for them to remove the barricades. 


This has been done ‘; but the Indians 
have taken a very determined stand, and agree to 
do away with barricades on the following condi- 
tions ,- ‘ 


1. That the Government will consent to open 
and provide a boarding school for their children, 
boys and giris, where at least their offepring would 
be free from starvation, and let parents free to 
to to their trappings as far as game can be found, 
which they could not do if all the family had to 
be packed or follow. 


Re That nets of lst. class quality, 250' 
long, 9' wide, and twine enough for mending same, 
would be handed .to each family, or to each person 
alone providing for himself, these nets to he 
renewed at reasonable intocrvals. 


os Fishing with nets in\a rocky and roveh 
bed or bottom being very uncertain, thrse fishing 
stations should be secured by the Department for 
them. The first station to be on the Peigha small 
lake, northwest of Tachi~Rha Lake, north of Pinche 
Village, and the third on Nehoum 11 lake on the 
McLeod's trail, about seven miles from Stuart. Lake. 


4. Farm implements of all description and 
peeds tO be given to all those who like to make 
serious use of them, 


If the yearly decline in the Salmon 
fishery of the Fraser River is to be stopped and 
is tO be changed to an incresse, it is abundantly 
Clear that not only must the hatcheries be 
assured of a full quota of ergs each season ; but 
that the Salmon that do succeed in passing beyond 
the neta in the tidal portions of the Rivers have 
a free run to thelr spawning areas, and if this is 
done , with reasonable regulation of the fisher 
ies in the tidal waters, it should be quite feas- 
ible to increase the Salmon run to this River 
system, 


Under all the circumstances , while the 


undersigned looks with a great deal of apprehension 
on even net fishing in the head waters it would 


seem 
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pe agreeabls to the same course 4s was followed 
in the Babine system, and it of course cannot 
accept any responsibility in eonnection with the 
other conditions submitted by the Indians ; but 
4f the Minister will agree to allowing the Indians 
to use nets to an extent sufficient to supply 
their needs,such nets to be furnished them by the 
Indian Department, the whole question will be 
immediately taken up with that Department, and as 
it is essential that the matter should be settled 
with the Indians before the end of next month, the 
necessity for reaching a decision with that De- 
partment as goon 4s possible, will bo appreciated. 


Ottawa, 


@6th., 1911. 
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Ottawa, May let., 1911, 


I bag to revert to your letter of the 15th, 
of Maroh, in regard to barricading overations which 
the Stuart Lake and Praser Lake Indians were carrying 
on in the Stuart and Nechacco Rivers, Tributaries 
of the Praser River, into which I informed you the 
Department was very oarefuliy inquiring. 

Owing to the remoteness of these waters 
the Devartment was not aware, until after it estab- 
lished a Pish Hatehery at Stuart Lake, with the ob- 
jeot of inoreasing the run of fish to the Prager 
River, that barricading was being earried on there 
by the Indians; but it now appears that such method 
of fishing has been followel there for many years, 
and practtoally the only fish that succeed in reaching 
the spawning ground in btuart and Praser Lakes, are 
those that get up before the barricades are built. 

As you are no doubt aware, stuart Lake and 
Fraser Lake should be amongst the best epawmning areas 
in the Fraser River tystem; but under the present son- 
ditione they are practically not available for spawn 
ing talmon. You are also no doubt aware that the 
run of Salmon @4_the Fraser River, has vary seriously 

fallen 
pruty Minteter, 
Department of Indian Affaire, 
ee) aR Re 
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fallen off, and if such falling off ie to be checked 
and replaced by an inereased run, 48 doubtless oan 
be the ease under proper conditions, it is quite 
obvious that the spawning salmon which have succeeded 
in making their way through the hundreds of miles of 
water tO the spawning areas in the upper reacnescbtf 
the tributaries of the Fraser, must be, 48 far as 
possible, given 4 free run to their spawning grounds, 
The conditions seem the entire counterpart 
of those which obtained prior to 1906 in the Babine 
River, the most important spawning tributary of the 
Skeena, and while it wae with the greatest aiffioulty 
that the Indians there were required to desist from 
parricading ,under the arrangement that was made to 
that end. they each year obtain’ a suffionentsupply 
of fish for their own purposes, and the spawning beds 
have been well seeded. In fact 1t Was only by going 
into the Babine District that sufficient eggea were 


obtained to supply the Stuart Lake Hatonery. 


Last year the run of salmon to the skeena | 


was larger than for many years previously, and as 
far as the Department is aware those interested in 
the fisheries of that River are unanimous in their 
pelief that the inorease is largely due to the re- 
moval of the harricades in 1906, when for the first 
time in many years the parent salmon were able to 
reach the spamming bede in Babine Lake and ite 
tributary waters. 

You doubtless are aware that Sockeye return 
to the Rivére four yeare frou the time they are 
hatoned, 

Pishery 
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Piehery Quardian Horan reoently returned 
to New Westminster after having had an inte?view 
with Pather Coocola, who te the Missionery amongst 
theese Indians, in regard to doing away with the 
parricading: but he found that the Indiane were 
exceedingly loathe to ooneider such, and would agree 
to do #0 only on the following eonditions ;- 

° let. That the Jovernment will consent to open 

* and provide a boarding eonool for their oniidren, 

* poye and girls, where at least their offepring 
would be free from starvation, and let parents 
free to go to their trappings ae far as game oan 
be fount, whieh they could not do if all the 
family nad to be packed or follow. 

and, That nete of first clase quality 250' long, 
9' wide, and twine enough for mending eame, would 
be handed to each family, or to each parson alone 
providing for himself, these nets to be renewed 
at reasonable intervals. 

Sri, Pishing with nets in a rooky and rough 
bed or bottom being very uncertain, three Fishing 
stations should be seoured by the Department for 
them, The firat station to be an the Pelgha email 
lake, northwest of Taohi-Pha lake, north of Pinahe 
Village, and the third on Nehoun 14 lake on the 
MoLeod's trail, about seven miles fron Stuart lake, 

4th, Parm implements of all desoription and 
eeede to be given to all those who like to make 
eerious use of then, *. 

There oan be no question that the pubiie 
interest oalle for the removal of these barricades, 

and 
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and while this Department views with no little 
apprehension even limited net fishing in the head 
watere of the Salmon producing streams, under all 
the oiroumstanees it would be prepared, as in the 
ease of the Babine Indians, to waive the condition 
of the Fisheries Act, requiring that no net fishing 
should be allowed above the ébb and flow of the tide, 
and to permit the use of nete by the Stuart Lake 
and Fraser Lake Indians, in the oapturing of such 
quantities of Salmon as they may require each year 
for their needs, 

fhe information before the Departnent 
would indicate that the most gonvenient time for 
the question to be taken up with the Indians would 
be towards the end of the present month, and as the 
run of Salmon will begin in July, I should be ex- 
tremely obliged if you would be good enough to take 


thie matter up Smmedievesy: in oder that a suitable 
6 


arrangement may be reaoh/ for the present year to 
prevent the building of barricades. 

While the conditions submitted by the 
Indians are for the consideration of your Department, 
it does seem to thie Department that their demands 
are extravagant, and there would not seem to be any 
good reason why they should not be required to comply 
with the same conditions as were the Babine Indiane, 


who live just on the other aide of the watershed. 


t am, Sir, 
Your obeiienMnt servant, 


A donnetm 


Deputy Minieter of Marine and Fisheries 
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Ottawa May 5, 


Sir,- 

Having reference to your letter of the lst instant 
on the subject of the berricades erected by the Stuart Lake 
and Fraser Lake Indians, I have to say that the Department 
realizes the importance to the Indians of securing sufficient 
salmon for their requisite food supply, and also realizes 
whet it means to them to give up their treditional manner of 
geining their livelihood by a method of fishing, which has 
not before, so far as they are concerned, been interfered 
with. At the same time the Department understands the import- 
ance of securing a free run of the salmon to their spawning 


this end is prepaired to assist your Depart- 


y F ihe. J i ‘ : 
e Ps 9 cilia of the barricades on the river. 


“A 


ws 
7" P ‘gist been given full consideration and in regerd there 
Af pay state as follows: 
< / [ft 


the possibility of providing the Indians of Fraser and Stuart 


demands of the Indians in connection with thas 


First. The Department has under consideration & 


Leke with a Boarding School to be located somewhere on the 

proposed line of the Grand Trunk Pacific, and to be erectea 
in the summer of 1912. This of course will depend entirely 
@H Obtaining @ Parliamentary appropriation for the necessary 


expenditure. 

Second. The Depertment would be glad if you would 
have 10 m®t® purchased of the necesvary ®ize and quality, 
with sufficient twine for mending the same, and have ithese 
forwarded through your agent to Mr. W. J. NcAllan, Indian 


| seeent, Fraser Lake. 
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Third. Mr. McAllen will be written to and inst- 
ructed to have the fishing statiom loceted that are desired 
by the Indians in order that an effort may be made to obtain 
them from the British Columbie Government. 

Fourth. To some extent farm implements and seed 
heve already been provided ,end on the 2nd instant agent McAlIg | 
was asked to send in a list of additional implements which 
the Indians of his agency might require. 

Finally Mr. McAllen will be instructed along the 
lines of, communication and advised to influence the Indians 


to give up these barricades. It is hoped that the ection 


above indicated will bring about results satisfactory both to 


your Department and to the Indians. 


Your obedient servant, 


Ss e 
Asst. Deputy and Secretary. 
A. Johnston, Eaq., 
Deputy Minister of 
Marine & Fisheries, 
Ottawa. 
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May 9th., 1911, 


I beg to revert to your letter, of the 
18th. ultimo, in regard to the barricading carried 
on by the Stuart Lake and Praser Lake Indians, on 
reosint of which the matter was immediately taken 
up with the Department of Indian Affaire, and I am 
now pleased to inform you that the Department is just 
in raceint of a report from the Assistant Deputy and 
secretary of Indian Affaire, in which the following 
categorical explanations are given i- 

« 1, The Department has under sonsiderution 

" the possibility of providing the Indians of Praser 

" and Stuart Lake with a Boarding Bohool to be 1lo- 
cated somewhere on the proposed line of the Grand 
Trunk Pacifico, and to be erected in the simmer of 
1912. This of course will depend entirely on ob- 
taining 4 Parliamentary appropriation for the 
nesessary expenditure. 

a. The Department would be glad if you would 
have 10 nete purchased of the necessary size and 
quality, with sufficient twine for mending the 
same, and have theese forwarded through your agent 
to Mr. W. J. MeAllah, Indian Agent, Fraser Lake, 

S. Mr. MeAllan will be written to and instruc- 
ted to have the fishing stations located that are 

desired 
vy. H. Cunningham, Eaq., 
Chief Inepestor of Pisheries, 
) | New Westminster, 8, 0, 
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desired by the Indians in order that an effort 
may be made to obtain them from the British 
Columbia Government. 

4, To some extent farm implements and seed 
have alreaty been provided, and on the 2nd, in~ 
stant agent MoAllen was asked to send in a list 
of additional implenents which the Indians of 
his agenoy might require, 

Finally. Mr. MoAllan wili be instructed along 
the lines of the coummnisation and advised to ine 
fluence the Indians to give up these barricades, | 
Tt-18 hoped that the action. above indicated will 
bring about results satisfactory both to your 
Department and to the Indians. * 

While this Departnent 1a requested to 


panenese the ten nets that the Indians will need, 
no 


it dis enhtesonted that it is the intention that it 


should pay for them, and this matter is being taken 
up with the Ddpartment of Indian Affaire and I shail 
ommmnioate with you later in regard thereto; but 
no doubt, from this letter, a satisfactory arrange 
ment oun be reached with the Indians this season, 
which will prevent the barricading of the upper 
waters of the Stuart and Neshagco Rivers, 

I may explain while 1t was pointed ont 
to the Indian Affaire Department that this Department 
viewe1 with a great deal of avyprehension any net 
fishing above the ebb and Plow of the tide, 1% would, 
under the sirounstances, be prepared to waive the 
conditions of the Pisheries Act so far as these 


Indians 
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Indians are concerned, as was the case with the 


Babine Indians, 


I am, sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Por Superintendent of Fisheries 
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May 8th., 1911, 


I beg to acknowledge your letter of the 
Sth, inetant, in regard to suggested arrangements 
for preventing the continuation of barricaddmg the 
upper waters of the Stuart and Nechaoco Rivers by 
the stuart Lake and Fraser Lake Indian Bands, and [I 
desire to express the appreciation of this Department 
of the expedition with which the matter has been 
dealt with, and it is hoped that the result will be 
an arrangement which will work out in the interests 
of the Indians themselves, as well as the public 
generally, as hae that with the Babine Indians, 

In the second paragraph Of your explanations 
you request that this Department procure ten neta of 
the necessary size and quality, and twine for mending 
the sae, 

It is presumed that, as in the case of the 
Babine Indians, the expense in oonnection with these 
nets will be borne by your Department, as this 
Department has no appropriation out of whioh it 
gould reasonably pay a oharge of thie kind, and fT 
should be obliged if you would be good enough to 
state whether this Department's understanding of 
the matter te correct, 

ist I am, Sir, 
a Your obedient servant, 


A dohnaton 


esputy Minieter. Deputy Minister of Marine and Fisheries 
a. of neh afensre. 


aac ue ab 
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IN YOUR REPLY REFER To 


7 3algas 
“ALSO To THE DATE OF HIS LETTER 
PLEASE WRITE ON ONLY ONE SUBUECT he 
18 EACH LETTER “asian od 
CAMADA 


Ottawa, 15th May, 1911, 


ADORESS REPLY TO THE 
Secnerary Dery gr InoiaN sit 


With reference to the communication referred to in 
_your letter of the étn instant, on the sudject of fisning 
sof the Indian Bands therein named, I beg to say that 
mt will bear the expenditure involved in con 
ion with the purchase of nets for the stuart and Praser 


Your obedient servant, 


BR. i 


Pa . 


Asst. Deputy and Secretary. 


The Deputy Minister, 
Marine & Fisheries, 
Ottawa, Ont. 
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Mey 17th, 1912, 


T have to acknowledge your letter of the 
15th instant, re expenditure involved in connection 
with purchasing Nets for the Stuart and Fraser Lake 
Indians, «nd in reply I beg to thank you for the 


GAO » 


I am, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


4 Johneton 


4 
Deputy Minister of Marine and Fisheries, 


a 


f 


The Deputy Minister, 
Departinent of the Interior, 


Department of Marine and Fisheries/ RG 23, vol. 164 
Ministére de la Marine et des Pacheries File/Dossier 583, 
Part/partie 1 


PUBLIC ARCHIVES 
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES 
CANADA 


i a ks i a ak lla ipl ated He Mat sean Meee i ee em a Ctr 
iT, 4505 
cORPORATED 4: / 
i f &, 


Faget 


Me Nelson ord Tia oy i ihe Ye | 
Fatih tie Mt Sout _ felt 


MR theron dog 
Seohery  Seeapteaintin AC 


| pe, rope Rhee 
Bie Wiaunes cee ore Petar PS Gre ce saga a ee” we aint aa 
' (aghe Peewed~ Pair €y, oar tite at 


ee ee ree some, Fat ee 
a et ene et ae 


Department of Marine and Fisheries/ RG 23, vol. 164 
Ministére de la Marine et des Pécheries File/Dossier 583, 
Part/partie 1 


PUBLIC ARCHIVES 
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES 
CANADA 


wy veal i 
ORATED 
oR? Ao 
e ec 


noo yy? a Cw 
ee I Ht Veitond e Vay On 
3 


puny 
V 


~ Sweet meld Mise Petene Bnatetele, ho, = 
A i ee F aeeeed ka iG silssaee a iP uinanni he +a Fareceas| 
et ff thee? eller Sew we af ae fbwC % iw = 
nee JOB 
i nae 


Department of Marine and Fisheries/ RG 23, vol. 164 
Ministére de la Marine et des Pécheries File/Dossier 583, 
Part/partie 1 


PUBLIC ARCHIVES 
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES 
CANADA 


ae 


om te pre 28 / $i 


Af? Mra 


Im Fas eat 
ee 


D hood V) my atic fi net ing wrth Ate foriporomant 
~ ome 


Department of Marine and Fisheries/ RG 23, vol. 164 
Ministére de la Marine et des P@cheries File/Dossier 583, 
Part/partie 1 


Department of Marine and f isheries/ RG 23, vol. 164 
Ministére de la Marine et des P@cheries File/Dossier 583, 


Part/partie 1 


PUBLIC ARCHIVES 
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES 


CANADA 


egy 
ew, igs aes Uk Cnc os Fie eee , 
We Thtmands, by en atid | poe 
Dando Fhe greFhad torewr de CO ere 763 ) 
Fhe et eeme andi Let oe Prted Colon ne 


fae. Gaels 4 ASL Phar es ae eee Pe Lis 


Joeka! Rave and Fhe es Creky, Qud alge 

from Klhue Ak Kiuds |) tex ri Fees 
nas Cir rotund Pht Are Prettekd ty the 
Feghowes a mal andilichs den MA ing mane A 


7 a fd Line, ae 


LAL, +Kat Pane eae A Q take QA aA... 

2 De hue Phalh te prokhnd entirely And 
om nile Shek he uaef rly fe Oe 
Gk rot Cheser thin tre qiditn (La mete fanf 


mene, 
* 


We ales Agase ay <8 w-ULiceday 6) Im, 26 Swine 
wt peesaare side | 


Department of Marine and Fisheries/ RG 23, vol. 164 
Ministére de la Marine et des Pécheries File/Dossier 583, 
Part/partie 1 


ARCHIVES PUBLIGUES 


owt Ciel é Sas Fe Conn £4 
years. : 


fost comple, vyree4 sales, Xe, 4 
Resets OAM. Tk Cheemaibe CIHALEMS, hod 


Lowers rk. tne dt Sat 4, bats, Da 


Be COew ioe ee pee [Jrerint a 
(3) Din Pb meiale aa mre aN Acceds ie 


Bropier Dates Lan) Te be f hte Fone Who were 


oo waists ms eee 1 


ty aed, Seid cralioe . 


Department of Marine and Fisheries/ RG 23, vol. 164 
Ministére de la Marine et des Pécheries File/Dossier 583, 
Part/partie 1 


WARD Aa i AB Re da ie mts me 


a ' echt a eg pane divcred a th Ag Lehner | 
Maaigfice ttf fy foe 
dha 21h ou Cauhe Gish Beale wn the siepauet: 


kiadunc I Crte€ 


& Rieke, \Z-H- [Lares 


Department of Marine and Fisheries/ RG 23, vol. 164 
Ministére de la Marine et des Pécheries File/Dossier 583, 
Part/partie 1 


SENSE 
CANADA 


4s ae nat a“ 


RG 23, vol. 164 
i Yossier 583, 


PUBLIC ARCHIVES 
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES 
CANADA 


Department of Marine and F isheries/ RG 23, vol. 164 
Ministére de la Marine et des Pécheries File/Dossier 583, 


Part/partie 1 


PUBLIC ARCHIVES 
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES 
CANADA 


Mission 
Grand Rapids 
Yaooushe 
Tromblay Lake 


Grand total 


Department of Marine and F isheries/ 
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, Departmental Pile Bo. 583. 
Refer to File Ho.%7. 


J ; : oe 
Offur if Mer. Inspector of !Jasheviws, 


vhea Westuinster.B.C.,July 5th 9/11 


Sir,- 

Re removal of barricades used ty the Indians 
of the Stuart*s Lake Agency, for the capture of salmon, 

In connection with the atove matter and referr~ 
ing to your commnication of the 9th of May, iast, T 
am pleased to report that Fishery officer H.?.Horan has 
returned safely from his long and hazardous trip entailed 
in meeting the several bands of Indians in this little 
known part of the Province of British Columbia. 

Tt may be well to deal separately with the 
categorical explanations as given by the Department 
of Indian Affairs, and discuss them from the Indian's ~~ 
point of view am well as from the standpoint of the 
Fishery Officer, arrived at from information collected 
on the grounds. 

Wo.l,. "fhe Department has under ecnnteenenion the 
possibility of providing the Indians of Fraser and 
Stuart's Lekes with a boarding school to be located 
somewhere on the proposed line of the Grand Trunk 
Pacific, and to be erected in the Summer of 1912.° 

fhe above concession is approved and very 

acceptable to the majority of the Indians coming a 

within the Stuart*e Rane Agenay, ond thay have premise 


Officer 
Department Marine and Fisheries, 


Ott awa. 
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Officer Horan that, wherever the school is located, they 
will send their children, as they recognize the value of 
such an institution and also the wisdom of the Government 
in locating this school at or near the point providing 
Railway commnication. I understand there was a wish that 
this school should be located at Stuart's Lake, but this 
was owing to the fact that there is a partially completed 
private school now established there which would be turned 
over to the Goverment, if this locality were decided upon. 
Officer Horan considers that the best place for the school 
is in the vicinity of Praser lake, which is the route of 
the Grand Trunk Pacific. 
You will notice Clause 4 of the proposed Agreement, . 

Signed by all the Chiefs of the different tribes, reads as 
follows;— "The Government will be required to locate, erect, 
maintain and operate a school within the Stuart's Lake Agency?) 

No.2."The Department would be glad if you would have ten 
nets purchased of the necessary size ani quality, with 
sufficient twine for mending the same, and have these for~ 
warded through your Agent to Mr.¥.J.McAllen, Indian agent, 
Vraser Lake.* 

Tt 18,0f course,impossible for me to say on 

What grounds the Department of Indian Affairs decided on 
the mmber of ten nets as being sufficient to provide fish 
food for these Indians ani to be used as a means of captur- 
ing such fish instead of barricades.. It would be an impossi- 
bility to apportion ten nets, as such apportionment would | 
cause endlese trouble and dispute which would go a long way 
towards rendering this proposed agreement inoperative. | 
From the informathn obtained vy Officer Horan, it would 


appear 
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appear absolutely necessary that each family, composing the 
Stoney Creek band, Fraser Lake and Stella bands, should de 
supplied with one net 100 feet long, 9 feet deep, 5% inch 
mesh, leaded and corked ready for use, with sufficient 
twine to keep them in repair. his will mean about 83 nets, 

No.3. “Mr.MeAllen will be written to and instructed to 
have the fishing stations located that are desired by the 
Tndians, in order that an effort may be made to obtain them 
from the British Columbia Government, * 

Tn connection with this Clause, I may explain that 
the use of the term "fishing station* means a small piece 
of ground reserved for the use of the Inf@ians on the bank 
of a certain river or lake as the case may be, to which 
the Indians can go and camp unmolested when on their mmnt- 
ing and fishing expeditions. Under existing conditions, 
this part of the cquntry is being rapidly staked, and once 
the Indian gets off the reservation,there is m Place where 
he can camp without running the danger of being told to move 
om, This is @ question that could be left with safety to 
Indian Agent MoAllen, and it is not expected there would be 
any trouble with the Provincial Goverment in this connection, — 

No.4, "To some extent farm implements and seed have al- 
ready been provided,and on the 2nd of May Agent MoAllen was 
asked to sand in a list of additional implements which the 
Indians of his Agency might require, * 

Tn connection with this clause coupled with clauses 
2 and 3 of the proposed agreement signed ty the Indians, 
Officer Horan explains that the arrangement made at the 
meeting was to the effect that the Indians would clear 
Certain tracts of land, fence the same and put under a 
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state of cultivation, tims proving to the satisfaction 

_ of the Indian agent that they were worthy of being supplied 
with seeds and farm implements. It mst be remembered 

that farming in this country is somewhat of a forlorn hope, 
as there are very few nights through the whole year free 
from frost, and the country at the present time is swarming 
with cut-worms, so that whatis not destroyed by frost, is 
ruined by the latter, - 

Coming to the final clause in which it is stated 
Mr.MCAllen would be instructed to use his influence with 
the Indians in diseemtiming the use of barricades, Officer 
Horan reports that the Indian Agent gave him every assistance 
and used his influence with the Indians in arriving at the 
agreement now submitted. 

The vands of Indians Known as "Pinche* and*Tacha* 
have been in the habit of erecting barricades in the Tache 
River and Pinche Creek, and owing to the swift cutrent in 
these streams, it is impossible to operate nets, so it was 
agreea with Officer Horan, subject to the Department's 
approval, to allow these Indians, mumbering 39 families, 
to fish in stuart*’s Lake where they would do infinitely 
less harm than their barricades will do in the streams 

ment ioned, 
| It will be noticed, these nets, if allowed, will 
not be closer than one-quarter of a mile to the mouth or 
Gischarge of the sald streams inte Stuart’s Lake, The nets 
should be 200 feet long, 9 feet deep, 5% inch mesh, leaded 
end corked ready tur use. Officer Moran strongly recommends 
that thie suggestion be approved, es the barricades which 
they have been in the habit of using have veen located right 
on the spawning beds and the fish have practically no chance 
at all, 
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fhe Nakazle and Mission bands, mumbering about 
43 families, mve in the past erected barricades in 
stuart River, and they will require 45 nets, 200 feet 
long, 9 feet deep, 5% inch mesh, leaded ani corked, reaty 
for use, with sufficient twine for repairing, to be oper- 
atea at the outlet of Stuart Lake. As the river is not 
less than three-quarters of a mile wide at this point, it 
Will ve readily appreciated that nets of thie size will be 
as nothing when compared with the barricades stretching 
right across the river. 

Officer Moran explains that owing to climatic 
conditions, and the absence of game, the main supply 
of food for the Indians in this part of the Province,is fish, 
and that the policy of “least resistance* coupled with the 
least destructive method of capturing fish, is the only means 
of dealing with these Indians, They are in & country sparsely 
populated, and it is practically impossivle to enforse any 
regulations, except ty persuasion and meeting the views of 
the Indians as nearly as possible. Of course the resident 
priest, Indian Agent ani Budson Bay Company's representative 
have @ great deal of influence over the Indians, ani it is 
on them that the Department must depend: for a proper observance 
of thie agreement, if approved. The Departmah must also 
rely upon them to see that no more fish are captured than 
are required for food purposes. Officer Horan further @mr 
plains: that the carrying out of this qeenent, the apportion- 
ment of nets, and in fact everything pertaining thereto, can 
ve safely left in the hands of Indian Agent McAllen, os he is 
just as anxious to work in the Birestion of the protection 
of fish life as the Départment, and he has assured Officer 

Horan 
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Horan that his interest and influence will ve used in that 
direction. 

It will be remembered the Indtans have agreed to 
remove their nets from the water from Saturday at 6 P.M., to 
Sunday at 12, midnight, of each week, ani also there will be 
mary days when they will not be able to operate their nets, 
which will allow of a moh greuter mmber of salmon reaching 
their spawning beds, than umier the 014 system of barricades. 

_ The average cost of a net 100 feet long is about $23.00, and 
for 200 feet, about $26.00, 

after fully discussing this agreement with Officer 
Horan, who has taken up the matter very carefully, I am strongly 
of the opinion that it should be approved of, and that arrange- 
ments should be made in accordance with the terms of the agree~ 
ment as soon a8 possible. Officer Horan is of the opinion that 
it will hardly be possible to get the nets in, in time for this 
year's fishing, as transportation is extremely bad, and they 
would have to be on the ground by the First of August, but as 
he further explains, this matter should be decided at once, and 
the nets supplied as quickly as possible, otherwise they will 
not ve able to reach their destination in time for next year, 

If the nets can be got to Quesnelle this summer, they can then 
be freighted in during the Winter to their destination, which 
would economize an the cost of freight, It would be advisable 
to inform Indian Agent McAllen as soon as possible, of the 
decision arrived at in this matter, as the Indians are naturally 
anxious to know the Department's intentions in the matter, 

I m, Bir, 

Tour obedient servant, 


= 2 S sqvocenehe ote w nga Paget Saale? ene ; 


Ohi¢f? Inspector of Fisheries. 
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We the id ekeiedie oniers Joseph lkonle dandite: Pinche, 


Alexis, Tacha, acting in the capacity of Ohiefs, and pemrdiiesia 
our respectove bands, within the Stuarts Lake Agency, do hereby 
agree that, for and in consideration of the following concessions 
or demands, herein enumerated, we will abandon the method known 
as barricading the rivers of the Northern interior of British 
Columbia and more partigtilarly those known as the Stuart River, 
Middle River, facha River and Pinche Greek and also to refrain 
from killing @11 kinds of fish on their natural spawning grounds 


that are protected by the Fisheries Act of Canada, except by 
angling with Whi 
means of hook and line. We further agree that in Pinche Creek 


and Tacha River nets shall beygmeliidted entirely and that nets 
shall be used only in Stuarts Lake and not closer than one 
quarter of a mile from the mouth or discharge of the said 
streams into Sguarts Lake. We also agree that from Saturday s 
six P.M. to Sunday at twelve midnight, salnon fishing with nets 
shall be prohibited. 

No shortage in the nets supplied such as floats, shall consti- 
tute a violation of this ag reement on the part of the Govern— 
ment of Canada. 

Old nets in all cases must be produced for inspection by the 
applicants before a new one will be furnished. Seeds both 
garden and field, to be supplied to bona fida applicants. 
Farming Implements to be supplied only to those who will make 
proper use of them. 

List of concessions or demands:- 

(1) The Government will be required to furnish one net to each 
family, length of net two hundred feet long nine feet deep, 
end twine sufficient to keep them in repair. Nets to be nex 
nhewed about every two years, The number of families to be de- 
termined from official census 1911 and the annual report of 
Indian Affairs to constitute basis of population of ensuing 
years, 


Nets 
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Nets to be furnished compiste witn ficets ete. 

(2) Seeds of ail kinds adapted to climate eonditions votn 
field and garden to include Timothy, Oats, Barley etc., to 
be furnished each family in sufficient quantities, oi 
(3) Farmmg Implements of all kinds and necessary for proper 
oultivation to be supplied to those who will make proper use 
of them. 

(4). The Govermmeant will be required to locate , erect maintain - 
ena: opndate-aedld within the stuarte Lexe Agency, providing 
of course, that the necessary grant from Parliament can be se— 
cured or obtained, 

(S). Fishing stations to be located at convenient places through 
out the Agency for the taking of fish, providing always, that 
the Fisheries Act of Canada shall be respected at the said 
stations with regani to the spawning grounds. 

(6). Nothing in this agreement ia to be used to the detriment 
of the Indians in famine years as in special cases of desti~ 
tution, but that the Government of Canada shall in the future 
as in the past provide the necessaries of life to the worthy 
destitute, this in consequence of the loss of ow barriers. 
(7). It is expressly understood that this agreement or settle- 
ment must first be endorsed by the Department of Indian Affairs 
at Ottawa before becoming operative. 

: In witness whereof we have this day, set our hands 
and s@a@as in the presence of :- 

¥ Residencé Witness 
Chief X Joserh Nakozle EM Bunog 
mark 


his ue 
Chief X Dominic Pinche E.MBunog 
mark 


hia 
Chief X Alexia Tacha B.M Bunog 
mark 
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Fort Fraser, B.¢. June 15th 1911. 


Copy. 


We the undersigned acting in the capacity of chiefs and re- 
presenting our respective Bands in the Stumrts Lake Agency, 
do hereby affree, that for and in consideration of the following 


concessions herein enumerated, we will abandon the method 


known as barricading the rivers of the Northern interior for 
"the taking of » and also to refrain from using nets _on 
all the fresh water lakes, and also to refrain from aking 


nents 


fish of all kinds that are at present protected by the Fisheries 


Act of Oanada, in the creeks when on their way to the spawning 
eaataaaasasiniiita le saat tt tattle itnaisidaitapmsasmansnn nent 


grounds and also on the spawning grounds except by means of 
angling w kK and line, 


We further agree that from Saturday six P.M. to Sunday at 
twelve midnight salmon fishing with nets shall be prohibited. 
List of concessions om*demands:~— 

‘(1) The Government will be required to furnish one net to each 
family. Length of net 100 feet long, 9 feet deep and twine in 
sufficient quantities to keep them in repair. Nets to be re- 
newed about every two years. The number of families to be de-— 
termined from official census 1911. 

(2).Garden seeds of all kinds to be supplied to each family, 
also farm and field seeds, viz:~ Timothy, Oates and Barley. 
(3).Farming implements of all kinds to be given to those of 
the Indians who will make use of them, 

(4); the Government wil! be required to locate, erect, maintain 
and operate a schooh in the Stuarts Lake Agency. 

(5) The establishment of fishing stations at convenient points. 
(6).Nothing in the above agreement is to be used to the detri- 
ment of the Indians in famine years as in special gases of dee 


titution, but that the Government will dn the future! as! in the 


past, provide the necessaries of Tife to the worthy destitute. 
(7) 
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(7) It is expressly understood that this agreement or settle— 
ment mist first be endorsed by the Department of Indian Affaigs 
at Ottawa. 


In witness whereof we have this day set our hands and 


geals in the presence of :- 
Name Residence Witness 


8 
Chief X Antoine Stony Creek E.MBunoz 
mark 


his 
Chief X George fort Fraser E.MBunog 
mark 
his 
Chief X Isidore Stella E.M.Bunog 
mark 
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es 


Stuart Lake Agency 
Fraser Lake, June 2984, 1911. 


In connection with proposed settlement of barricade 
question I beg Aeavertévagain mention an opinion expressed in 
my letter of May 25 to the effect that on account of small 
runs of salmon during present and following year, it would be 
better to allow the Indians to use barricades until 1913 which 
will be year of big run. 

This would start the nets off undér favourable con 
ditions whereas if nets are used first in a poor year the 
catch of salmon will be small and the Indian will blame the 
nets. Should the settlement arranged by Mr. Horan be rectified 
by the Department there will not be time enough to have nets 
forwarded to Indians this year, so that the method proposed 
in farst part of this letter would only mean the using of 
barricades for one year longer. 

If the Department sees fit to adopt the suggestion, 
arrangements could be made with the Department of Marine and 
Fisheries to that end. 

I have et 
respectfully yours 
Sgn. W.J.McAlien 
Ind Agt. 
J.D.MeLean Baq., 
Asst. Dept. & Sec, 


Dept of Ind Affairs, 
Ottawa. 
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IN YOUR REPLY REFER TO 
ig 381418 
ALSO TO THE DATE OF THIS LETTER 


PLEASE WRITE ON ONLY ONE SUBVECT . 
ACH LETTER 4 
IN EACH L 104 eee 
Lhasa ledidem ih delheaibchanbicadrisnrunnui hatin CANADA 
ADDRESS REPLY TO THE 
| Secwevany Dept oF Inpiaw AFFains 
OTTAWA 


| 


ips shinies 


Ottawa 14th dusys 1911, 
sir, 

With reference to previous correspondence regarding the 
suggested arrangements for preventing the eontifmance of barri-~ 
cading the upper waters of the Stuart and Nachacco Rivers by the 
Stuart Lake ard Praser Lake Bands of Indiane,I beg to say tha 
Mr McAllen,the Indian agent, has submitted copies of agreement 
signed by the Indians of Fort Fraser and Fort St James on the 16th 


and 9th June respectively in thie matter,copies of which agreow 
A\WA 


Aranemitted herewith, These documents will be submitted 


ntendent General of Indian Affairs for his consider 
on his return to the citys 

In the mean time it is hoped that your Bepartment will give 
favourable consideration to the recommendation submitted by 
Mr McAllen in his letter of the 23rd June,copy of which $s 
enclosed herewith, to the effect that the Indians be allowed to 
use the barricades until 19153,in which year a big run is expected, 
In a previous letter he stated "my opinion is that it would be 
petter to allow the use of barricades until the big run of 1913, 
and start the nets off under good and favourable auspices", 

It is most important that the new method adopted by this 
Department of dealing with the needs of these Indians should 
be inaugurated under favourable circumstances,and therefore, as 
intimated,it is hoped that your Department will accede to the 


request made, 


The Deputy, Minister 


Departemty of Marine est, Deputy & Secretarys 
Fisheries, ¢ Bis 


Ottar a, 
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F. H. Cunningham, Ottawa, July 17th., 1911. 


Onier Inspector of Fisheries, 
Prince Rupert, Be O» 


Indian Affairs asks treat proposed arrangement 


with Stewart Indiane not come into q roe for two years, so that 
beginning netting be in big year. IaAllen recommends this. I doubt 


wisdom of not beginning next year, Wire your recommendation, 


W A Found 


Ohee M& F 
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28th, 191i, 


I beg to revert to your letter of the 14th, tn- 
stant, with reference to an arrangement to be reached with 
the Indians of the stua®* Lake Agency, to discontinue barri-~ 
oading the upper waters of the Fraser River byatem leading 
to Praser and Stuart Lakes, and forwarding copies of agree 
mente entered into with the different Indian Bands, aa well 
as 4 oopy of a lester from Indian Agent W. J. MCAllen, in 
which he expresses the opinion that it would be better to 
have the arrangement start in 1913, when there ia a big ran 
of Salmon, rather than next year, as it is desirable that 
the Indians should. the first year, not have diffioulty tn 
proouring the number of fleh they aay need. 

You, whit remember that when the porrespondernce 
startet ‘ttt was /in view that an arrangement might be reached 
whieh would apply this Year, and indeed it would seem clear 
from the agreemente reached with the Indiana, that they con- 
templated that it might start thie season. This, nowever, 
would be impracticable, owing to the lateness of the date; 
but ae the rune of balmon in the small run years are each 
year getting lees, it ta eminently deairable that an arrange— 
ment should be reaghed with the least possible delay, which 


would prevent further depletion of the runs during the off 


1 A Rm 
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Thies, you will observe, as above pointed out, is 
the view of this Department, and I think on reflection you 


will agree that it would be best in the public interest to 


have it go into effeot next year, 

I may add that Fishery Officer Horan, who acted 
on behalf of this Department in directiy dealing with the 
Indians, urges that a deoision in the premises should be 
reache | at ones, and the nets for the Indians @u plied as 
quickly as possible, as otherwise they will not be delivered 
at their destination for next year's fishing; but 1f the nets 
could be sent up to Quesnel this saunmer, they could, during 
the winter, be freighted to their destination, and this 
method would be the beat one $0 adopt. 

I should, therefore, be mich obliged if you would 
see your way clear to at once informing your Agent that the 
arrangement to which the Indians had agreed would be adopted, 
and put in operation next season, 

As soon as I have heard from you on this point, 


the Chief Inspector of Fisheries for the District will be 


given the necessary instructions. 


T am, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


¢ Stanton 


Assistant Deputy Minister of Marine and Fisheries 
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Ottawa,July 25th,1911. 


F.H.Cunningham, 
Chief Insyeotor of Fisherien, 
New Weetminster,5.¢C. 


Indian Affairs asks that provosed arrangenmnt with ttewart 
Indians not come into fores for two years,ao that beginning netting 
be in big year. MoAllen recommends this. I doubt wisdom of not beginning 
next year, Wire your resomnendations, 


Wm. A. Found, 


Ong. Mu. a P 
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NIGHT LETTERGRAM a6 
PRAER  COS RR AEE ARE RAI EES AS TTS A 


The Canadian Pacific R'y Co."s Telegraph transmits and delivers this night lettergram subject to the terms and conditions printed on the back of this blank, 
JAS, KENT, Manager Télegraphs 


A4O-RAs Ds Ds 141 aom. goth. 19 Collect 


New VWeatmineta?,3.C. 258h July, 


hiss eston, Dep't FP. & Me Ottawa. 


Recommend arrangement Stuart lake indians peome effective next your as 
it te in off yeare : ion mest needed. 


Department of Marine and Fisheries/ 


RG 23, vol. 164 
Ministére de la Marine et des Pécheries 


File/Dossier 583, 
Part/partie l 
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Refer to Pile No. 47. 


oe 


Mare 


," it Vsi( 
| le | 


/, fiom Westminster, B.C.August 7th /7/ 1 


sir,~ 


I beg to enclose herewith an account amount ing 
to $703.95, for nets supplied vy J.Leckie Company of 
Vancouver. You will notice that the account includes 
{he amount of $2.95 paid to the Steamer "Vaiso" for 

ei to Port Essington, but that the balance of the 
ts fer freight do not appear to have been paid. 
: I utlerstand these nets were purchased by the 
Department of Marine and Fisheries for the Indian 
Department, and that they were for distribution amongs® 
the Babine Indians, in accordance with the arrangements 


maa with them for the removal of barricades. 


T am, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


4ef Inspector of Pisherles. 


Department Marine and Fisheries, 


Ottawa. 


Department of Marine and Fisheri 
ep i eries/ RG 23, vol. 164 
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SES SS a: RE IES ERIN ARNE A dae es 


The enclosed accounts for nete supplied 
by Meosers. J. Leokie Company, Limited, to your 
Department, were forwarded here by the Onder In- 

apector of Pisheries for British Columbia dount- 
lees in error, a6 the nets are no doubt those. pur 
ohased by your Department for the uee of the Babine 
Indians, which were forwarded through Inepeetor 
Wilitame, 


I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


Ageistant Deputy Minister of Marine and Fisheries, 


Department of Indian affairs, 
: Ottawa, Canada. 
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Adverting to your letter of the tn. = / 
ultino, forwarding accounte from Meeera, . J, 
Leokieo Company, Limited, for neta eubplied, which 
ecoounte amounted to $8043.95, I may say that there 
acominte should have been forwarded to the Indian 
Agent for submission to his Department, a8 you will 
remember that under the arrangement with the 
Department of Indian Affaire it supplies the nete 
which the Babine Indians may require from vear to 
year. 

The acaounte have now, ~o¥ever, been 


forwarded to the Department in question, 
I Am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
¥ A Pound 


Superintendent of Fisheries. 


Hs Cunningham, Feq, 
Thief Inspector of Fisheries, 
Now Weetmineter, 8. 0. 


er oy 
iinet aici saihle Sal os 
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BRUARY 29TH 


January 30th, 1912, 


on the 24th June, 1907, the Department 
received a report from Inspector Taylor, among other 
things, with regard to obstructions to the ascent of 
fish in Cowichan River, caused by barricades placed 
there by the Indians, In that report he stated that. 
a few years perviously the Indians had over a dozen 
Weire in the River, while in 1906 there were but 
three, and they were opened two days in the week, 
and taken up altogether the let July, and the 
greater number of fish taken.in the Weires wore 
spent, being on their way back from the spawning 
grounds. 

Representations have now been made to the 
Department, to the effect that these practices are 
still being continued, and that at certain times of 
the year they are not being opened at all. 

In view of the importance of the Cowichan 
River from a sporting standpoint, it is eminently 
desirable that these practices should be prohibited 
altogether, and as the conditions in that part of 
the country are different from those in the upper 
waters of the Frazer district, it would not seem 


Va Cunningham, Bade, impossible 


Ohief Inspector of Fisheries, 
i New Weetmineter, By0. 
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impossible or undesirable to prevent the 
from using such barricades, from the information now 
before the Department, 

I should be obliged if you would at the 


earliest possible moment fully investigate the 


conditions obtaining on that River, and favour the 
Department with a full report thereon, 


Your obedient servant, 


W A Pound 


Superintendent of Fisheries, 
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PROVINCIAL FISHERIES DEPARTMENT, 


MEMANX.0ttawa, Feds 13,1018, 


MEMO, IN Re B iH 


I am directed by the Commissioner of Fisheries for 
British Columbia to call your attention to a suggestion 
made in the Anmml Report of Mr.T.J,Wynn, our Fishery Overseer 
who visited and reported upon conditions on the spawning grounds 
on the Skeena River. The suggestion is designed to lessen 
the wasteg and destruction Of salmon needed on the spawning 
beds, and also of the eggs from the spent fish, It is as follows: 
" Some steps should be taken to prevent the Indians 
catching their winter supply of salmon in the creeks, for 
they catch a lot of salmon that should be protected after arriv 
ing on the spawnine beds, and while walking about in the creeks 
catching their supply they destroy the eres already deposited, 
“ The Babine Indians catch their fish with neta. 
The 
Poe of the nets is great and devolves upon the Dominion Gov- 


us| 
" (jy Yenfon t and Yas an alternative proposal I would suggest that 
t 


a barricade should be put in during a certain portion of the 
season with an officer in charge. He could allow each Indian 
80 many fish, and when all were supplied the paricade could 
be taken out and the salmon would have free access to the lake. 
Under the present arrangement a good many fish get through the 
nets, but injure themselves in so doing, and their spawn is 
useless, No injury would be done to salmon if the barricade 
were used and dip nets utilised for taking such fish as are 
require d, All the rest of the fish would be in good order 
to Proceed to spawning beds after the barricade was taken out, 
The opinion of Mr, Gibbs, who is in charge of the hatcheries 


at Stuart Lake is that oh account of the nets the great dis- 
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PROVINCIAL FISHERIES DEPARTMENT, 


VICTORIA, 


-2- 
parity of female fish as to the male is due," 

I would commend the above to your Honourable 
consideration, as Mr. Wynn is an intelligent ana trustworthy 
officer, and has bee visiting the spawning beds of the « 
Skeena River for the last five years, in our interests, 


Respectfully submitte ad, 
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February 17th, 1912, 


Dear Mr. Motntyre,- 


t have your meme of the 14th inetant, in 
whieh you recommend for consideration the desirability 
of allowing the Babine Indians to again place a barrie 
gade in the Babine River for the capture of talnon 
for their own needs, which barricade, however, would 
be operated under the supervision of a Fishery Offtoer. 

On looking into this matter I find that it 
was only efter the greatest difficulty that the In~ 
diane were persuaded to give up barricading on the 
gkeena River, and the information in the Napartment 
1a to the effect that practically all those interested 


in the fishing in the &keena River agree that an a 


vasult of the removal of the barricade, the run of 


fish to the River has notably ineorsssed. 
Experience in the past has shown that it 
ie extremely aifioult to sontrol the Indians, and 
that 
D. H, Mointyre, Bede. 
Ruesell House, 


Ottawa. 
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adee in that River. Indeed, my 
eninentiy desirable to have 
nase renoved from all the 


duction of barrio 
own view ig that it te 
the destructive parric 
salmon etreane of the Provines. 
Yours faithfully, 


di D Hagen 
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I beg to revert to my letter of the Soth 
January ultimo, with pegard to barrioading by tne 
Indians in the Cowiehan River. 

It nas been représented to the Department 
that in different Rivers, and notably the Cowianan., 
anyone can go at any time and find from twenty to 
thirty nets stretoned across the River, and that the 
Quirdian knows that these nets are there, and that 
tne Indians supply hotels at Dunoane with fish 99 
eaugnt, and it ie sugested that if Fishery Overseer 
galvraith were entrusted with the supervision of 
this River’ gucn {llegalities would be stopped. 

The Minister is exceedingly anxious that 
violations of the law should be at onee put an end 
to, and tne desirability of seeing that euoh an im- 
portant sporting river 4a# the Cowichan is not netted 
iy 90 obvious as to require no further comment. 

In the full report whieh I hope to receive 
from you shortly, you will please point out what 
work Guardian @olvin hae been doing. and what duties 
are entrusted to Overseer galbraith, 

tT am, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


{ ar 7 
Department of Marine and F isheries/ 
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‘ if copty Ft Mi stae, ‘ 


Zz war? lly By 
Be 

, duteiaia of @ifieer prepare cath sy 
\ ce ae 


n. J. D. Hazen, 


Minister of Marine & Fisheriés, 


Dear Mr Hazen, 

I beg to enclose a letter from Col. &. G. 
Prior of Victoria, complaining that the Indians are using 
nets on the Cowichen River, and that the utter depletion 
of the game fish on this fine river is thereby threatened. 
I have other letters upon the same subject. I feel sure 
that you will do something to stop these Indians from 
continuing their destructive measures, and thereby preserve 
this and other rivers on Vancouver Island to the propagation 
of game fish and fair sport. 


Believe me, 


‘ ! reg Ly Lj 
Mf 
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I beg to aexnewieige your letter of the 
eth instant, re mmdiane using nets on dowlenan River, 
and by this moans eunthi thie River v0 be deploted 
of game fioh. 
In reply I may eay 1 am emnsing immediate 
inquiries to be made inte tne matter, with a view 
to seeing what best be done to ameliorate the 


eonditions ovtatning, and shall be glad to communi~ 


oate with you again on the aubdject as soon as pose 
ible. 


Youre faithfully, 


a P Rasen 


Fy, uy Shepherd, Begs, MaPos 
House of Gommone, 


Ottawa, 


Department of Marine and Fisheries/ 
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Gfper ve the Chef Inspector ve isherees 


a¢dNew Westminster, B+ Co, March 1l6y9/ 2. 
Refer to File 47. 


Sir: 
I have your letter of the 7th inst. with 
reference to the Indians barricading the Cowichan River. I q 


have taken up this matter with Inspector Taylor and expect his 


report ver, soon. 


P I may say I am not in favor and neither 
o I think it would be businesslike to hand the Cowichan River 
over to Overseer Galbraith, who lives in Victoria, when we have 


a Fishery Guardian practically on the spot. 


Colvin has always been spoken of by 


I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
oe ee te 


Superintendant of Fisheries, 


We. A» Found ESq:, 


Dept. of Marine and Fisheries, 


Ottawa, Ont. 
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You will remember that on the 26th ultimo a letter 
wae written to you with reference to an arrangement to be 
reached with the Indians of the Stuart Lake Agenoy.to |is~ 
continue baretoading the wyper waters of the Fraser anair 
stuart Lakes, in which it was stated that thie Department | 
neld the view that {¥°woul/ be Best th tne public interest 
to have euch arrangement go into effect next year, and ask- 


ing that you inform your Agent that such would be adopted 
and putin operation next season, 


As the Department ie desirous of giving the neo- 
eesery instructions to the Chief Inspector of Pisheries for 
the District I should be obliged if you would inform me def- 
initely in regard to the above matter, at your earliest oon- 
vyenioenas. 


t aM, bir, 
Your obedient servant, 


A Johneton 


\ 


Deputy Minieter of Marine and Pisheries 
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Ottawa, September 7, 1911. 


I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your 
favour of the 28th ultimo, refer@nee No, 583, regardigg 
the method of taking salmon in the waters of the northern 
interior of British Columbia by the Indians of Stuart and 
Fraser Lakes, and to gay in reply that this matter is un- 
der the consideration of the Department, but, until the 
return of the Minister, it is probable that no definite 
decision can be reached. Just as soon as he returns to 
the city the matter will be brought to his attention. — 


wy 7 Your obedient serves, 


Asst. Deputy and Secretary. 


Deputy Minister of Marine & Fisheries, 
Ottawa, 
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OTTAWA Th 
io NORE, B.C. Apekd 22/22, 


A, Johnston Esq., 


Deputy Minister of Marine and Fisheries, 


My dear Mr. Johnston;~ 

I am enclosing a letter from Mr. John Powel 
of Duncans, re the destructive manner in whéh the 
Indians are depleting the fish in the Cowichan River. 
I placed this matter before, accompanied by a letter 
from Col, Prior while in Ottawa and this may have 


escaped your attention, Will you kindly give: the 


matter your consideration and advise me in the premises. 


Believe me, 


Yours very ,truly 
nee aa as 
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enter sy ines mo _eenitaionm encom ate of 
j ADORESS HEPLYTO THE | 
Secrerany Derr oF Iworan Arras | 
OTTAWA | 


Ottawa, April 16tm, 1912. 


Sirs- 

With reference to your letter of the 28th August, 
and previous correspondence, I beg to say that the Department 
ie new in a position to agree to the proposed arrangement 

‘with regard to the discontinuance: by the Indians of the Stuart 
Lake Agency of barricading the upper waters of the Fraser and’ 
Stuart Lakes. The question of the expenditure necessary under 
the terms of the arrangement will be taken up with the Indian. 
Agent, Mr. MoAl3ans. An amount to cover the expenditure: calftey, 
for has been provided in the Estimates of this Department for 


e 
the current years. 


5 


vf 


i 
'| Your obedient servang, 


~~ 


* . 


t 
Asste Deputy and Secmetarys. | 


; 


The Deputy Minister, 
of Marine & Fisheries, 
Ottawa, Ont. 
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Adyerting to your telegram of the 25th 
duly last, and to previous correspondence with 
regard to the stopping of barricading ae it has 
been carried on in the paet by the Stuart Lake 


Indien, I am now pleased to inform you that this 


Department ie just in receipt of a communication 
from that of Indian Affaire, in which it is atated 
that that Department io now in 4 position to agree 
to the proposed arrangement for the discontinuanc a 
of bagyricading by the Stuart Lake Indians, 

It would be well for you to take the 
matter up with the Agent in charge,- Mr, MoAllan, 
in order that ne barricading may be cartied on du 
the coming season, | 


tT am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


WA Pound 


Superintendent of Fisheries. 


| Ghdef Inspector of Pishexies, 
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thie Department ie much obliged for your 
letter of the 1éeth ultimo, explaining that your 
Department io now in a poeition to agree to the terme 
on which the Indians of the Stuart Leake Agency 
agreed to giv up barricading the upper watere of 
the Praser and Stuart Lakes, The effect will, no 
doubt, be most advantageous to the Salmon Fishery, 
and therefore in the public interest, This beparte 
ment's Ghdef Inepeetor for the district ie being 
_advieed of the arrangecente you are makang, and it 
hae been sugested to him that it would be well tor | 
S nim to gonfer with your Agent,s= ur, MoAllan,~in order | 
thet ovexytiang my be thoroughly understood, Pers | 
_ hape You would be good enough to have your Agent | 
| direoted to. communicate with Chief Inspector 4 
Cunning of Hew Yestninster, in the promises. | 


I Q@m@y Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


A Johneton 


Deputy Minieter of veriine and Pisheriess. 
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tion therewith. 
i In yeply 1 may aay idtmediately on reo@t 
of your letter of the 6th of Maren last Inepestor 


looked into, and to repert to the Departioe nites ii 
reply Wae peeeived from that officer to the | 


that he had instructed Inepector Tavior + 


yior 1s carrying, an tavest igs 


mines, Immediately on receipy’ of a 


r 


erd, Raq.» MoP., 
mimo, Bs. 
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ameliorating the qoniitione obtatning, and 


Communicate with you informing you of the aetion 
taken. 


Yours faithfully, 


A d@nhHtor 
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Ottawa, vay andy 1912, 


Sf inepootex of iiteeilt tty 


New Weetmine ter, BS, 


‘ Bip td 
i, partment being urged take action re Indians pat 
gading the oewienan River, When may it expect your report. . 


W,4 Pound, 


Onees Me & PF. 
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Department of Marine and Fisheries 
Ministére de la Marine et des 
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